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WISMAR’S WISDOM
Dear Members and Friends of Holy Cross,
We are already a month in to the creation of our church family’s STRATEGIC PLAN! In last month’s
newsletter article, I spoke with you about WHY we were going to be engaging in this important process and shared
some of the basics about WHAT a strategic plan is. This was followed up by two important informative
sessions held between Sunday morning worship services on April 3 and 10. Both sessions were very well
attended – there has been a lot of interest, excitement and enthusiasm! This “ROLLOUT” of the process was
basically PHASE 1 of a three-phase process.
We have now entered PHASE 2, which involves creating a vision for our congregation, evaluating where we are and
where we want to be, prioritizing and goal setting. On April 17 and 24 – again, in-between our two worship services
on Sunday morning – everyone participated in a brainstorming and visioning exercise.
PEOPLE HAD A LOT OF REALLY OUTSTANDING IDEAS! Right now, we are at the
point where the leadership of this strategic initiative will be sifting through all the various
ideas and suggestions that were shared and starting to create a Vision Statement along
with our Core Values Statements. (Incidentally, if you have not yet filled out a core
values inventory either online or in hard copy (available in the church narthex) please do
so. We need everyone’s input in every aspect of this initiative if it is going to properly
represent who we are and where we believe our good and gracious Lord is leading us to
go. The church leadership is hoping to present some of the initial statements and
findings on May 1 between the worship services and be able to dialogue with everyone
about what we have found and what the process has yielded thus far. Sunday, May 8 –
Mother’s Day – we will take a break from our strategic planning, but Bible class will be
offered as it normally is. The next two Sundays, however, – May 15 and 22 – we are going to want everyone to be
involved once again for our next step: our SWOT ANALYSIS of our congregation, which stands for Strengths,
Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats. Again, as is the case throughout this entire process, we need everyone’s
involvement – that definitely means YOU!
Also on Sunday, May 15, after worship we are going to be having our CELEBRATION SUNDAY. Please be on the
lookout for sign-ups in the narthex (it will be a potluck luncheon!). It is going to be held after the late service that day
and will officially get underway at NOON. WE ARE HOPING THAT EVERYONE IN THE CHURCH WILL JOIN US
AND BE A PART OF THIS FANTASTIC CHURCH GATHERING. We don’t get to have too many large-scale events
like this, so please take the time, make the effort and plan to be with us. The body of Christ is not as complete
and vibrant if it is missing its members – whether in worship, fellowship or service!
I look forward to seeing you all in our sessions, at worship and at our celebration in the weeks ahead!
Pastor Wismar
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Tuesday, May 3
5:00 p.m. – Holy Cross serves Community Supper at St. John’s Epis.-Bridgeport
Thursday, May 5 – The Ascension of Our Lord

For Our Readers:
The Holy Cross Word
is best viewed in its
full-color format
at the church website,
holycrosstrumbull.org

Sunday, May 8 – Mother’s Day
8:00 and 10:30 a.m. – Year-long God’s Master Plan concludes
Sunday, May 15 – The Day of Pentecost (wear red!)
CELEBRATION SUNDAY, with regular services at 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.
Noon – Potluck/picnic lunch
Sunday, May 22 – Holy Trinity Sunday
10:30 a.m. – Sunday School Closing Presentation at the late service
1:30 p.m. – Greater Bridgeport CROP Walk
Friday, May 27
9:15 a.m. – Preschool Graduation Ceremony and Program

Like Holy Cross
on Facebook!
After you “Like” us, you’ll
see postings of upcoming
events, pictures from events
and other notices.

Sunday, May 29
9:00 a.m. – One-service worship schedule begins for the summer
Monday, May 30 – Memorial Day
(OFFICE CLOSED; NO PRESCHOOL; NO WORSHIP SERVICE)
Monday-Friday, August 8-12
9:00 a.m. – Vacation Bible School

WORDS OF FAITH & LOVE

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH—LCMS
5995 Main Street, Trumbull, CT 06611
Pastor’s Study Phone: 203-268-7555; Pastor’s E-mail: pastor@holycrosstrumbull.com
Office Phone: 203-268-4555; Church Office E-mail: office@holycrosstrumbull.com
Website: www.holycrosstrumbull.org
Christian Preschool Phone: 203-268-6471 E-mail: preschool@holycrosstrumbull.com

Worship Services – Sunday: 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.; Monday, 7:00 p.m.
SPECIAL WORSHIP NOTE:
Sundays, between May 29 and Labor Day weekend: 9:00 a.m.
PASTOR: Eric A. Wismar
MUSIC DIRECTOR: Michael J. Gilbertson
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ PRESIDENT: Kerry Geffert
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ VICE-PRESIDENT: Michele Van Wart
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ SECRETARY: Jeannie Mones
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ TREASURER: Greg Dowling
NEWSLETTER MANAGING EDITOR: Cliff Schrock
NEWSLETTER PRODUCTION: Mary Schrock

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Holy Cross congregation is to carry out the Great Commission of our Lord
(Matthew 28:18-20). We will share the love and forgiveness of Our Lord Jesus Christ with one
another, our community and the whole world so that we can take part in the joyous privilege of
“making disciples of all nations” through the power of the preaching and teaching the Word of
God, administering His Sacraments, and joining together in service fellowship according to the
confessional standard of the Lutheran Church (Article III).

Penned by Martin Luther
“The two chief things are faith
and love. Faith receives the
good; love gives the good.
Faith offers us God as our
own; love gives us to our
neighbor as his own.”
Reprinted with permission from
The Newsletter Newsletter © 2016

NEWSLETTER NOTES
Our next deadline is…
The next issue of The Holy Cross
Word is the June edition. The
deadline for all articles is Sunday,
May 15. Please
take note of this
deadline and
plan ahead to
publicize any
events and/or share news with
your fellow Holy Cross members.
You can submit articles to the
newsletter mailbox, located outside
the church office, or send them via
e-mail to:
office@holycrosstrumbull.com.
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EDUCATION COMMISSION
Rock of Agers joins up
with Preschool
Preschool—I am very happy to
report that one of our long-term
goals has already been met. The
Preschool and the Rock of Agers
will be having the first-ever “Story
and Craft Time” together. I am so
thankful to the Rock of Agers and
Michele Glennon, our preschool
director, for being so receptive to
the idea of this intergenerational
program. As of this writing, they
will be meeting together on April
20 and I am hoping that this will be
an ongoing program.

Sunday, May 15: Day of Pentecost (Wear Red!)

The Preschool will be having its
graduation on May 27.
The
summer program will then take
place in June, July and the first
week in August.

At the 10:30 service, the Sunday School students will share what they
have learned throughout the year with the theme, “Be the Light.”

Sunday School—The Sunday
School will be having its closing
program at the 10:30 a.m. service
on May 22.
Other Commission News—I am
pleased to report that Valerie
Huydic has volunteered to join our
commission. Thank you Valerie.
---PAT DELOGE
Education Director

Services at both 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Immediately following the late service, we will be sharing our
CELEBRATION SUNDAY potluck/picnic lunch.
Please look for a sign-up sheet on the narthex table.

Sunday, May 22: The Holy Trinity
Services at both 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Sunday, May 29
Our service is at 9 a.m.
Our 9 a.m. one-service Sunday Worship schedule begins,
continuing through the Sunday of Labor Day weekend.

CROP WALK
CALLING ALL GRADUATES
Information from graduates
due June 12 in church office
If you are graduating from high
school or college this spring, we
encourage you to share the details
about this milestone
with your church family.
We will recognize all of
our graduates in the
July/August newsletter.
Take a “Graduate Information” form
(lavender half-sheet), found on the
narthex table, fill it out, and return it
to the church office mailbox by
Sunday, June 12. Please let us
know who you are – you are
important to us!

On your mark, get set, go! Join fellow walkers from Holy Cross
and others from the community in annual walk to fight hunger
The 2016 Hunger CROP Walk will take place from 1:30 to 5:30 p.m., on
Sunday, May 22, at Seaside Park in Bridgeport. Please note this year’s NEW
LOCATION. There will be parking just outside of the park
on Waldemere Avenue. Please come and support world
and local hunger. Walk as little or as far as you like.
If you are unable to walk, please support our Holy Cross
walkers with a donation. You can sign up to be a walker – or
to sponsor a walker – between services on May 1, 8 and 15.
Walkers should bring a non-perishable healthy food item to donate at the
walk. See Carol Burns for questions.
---CAROL BURNS
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DORCAS GUILD
Blessing of lap robes, prayer shawls and Baptismal blankets to take place May 15
“In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (which, when translated, is, Dorcas), who was always doing good and helping
the poor. About that time she became sick and died, and her body was washed and placed in an upstairs room. Lydda was
near Joppa; so when the disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men to him and urged him “Please come at
once!” Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs to the room. All the widows stood around him,
crying and showing him the robes and other clothing that Dorcas made while she was still with them.” —Acts 9:36-39
On May 15 the altar will be draped with lap robes, prayer shawls and Baptismal blankets. These
beautiful handmade works of the Dorcas Guild will be blessed by Pastor before they are donated
to St. Vincent’s and Griffin hospitals, nursing homes and our Baptismal recipients.
Each of these beautiful works requires $15 of special “soft” yarn. The Dorcas Guild is a donationonly mission. If you feel so moved please help them by making a monetary donation after the
May 15 service as you leave church or send a check to Holy Cross with a memo Dorcas Guild.
Currently the Dorcas Guild has five members: Myrtle Anderson, Anita Schoch, Ingrid Leibold,
Annelore Pstrag and Ute Lima.
Quick fact: In 2015, 45 lap robes and 50 prayer shawls were donated by the Dorcas Guild.
Griffin Hospital recently sent a thank-you note for the prayer shawls, made by our Dorcas ladies, to
give to patients; this note is printed in the “Mailbag” section, on Page 7.
The Dorcas Guild meets on the second and fourth Thursday of every month, from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., in the conference
room here at Holy Cross. If you are interested in joining or learning a new talent please contact one of the members.
---SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMISSION
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THANKS A BUNCH!
This column recognizes the gifts of time and talent our church members provide to do God’s work in our church and
community. If you have an item to include in this monthly “thank you” column, please jot it down and put it in the
“newsletter” mailbox or e-mail it to the church office, office@holycrosstrumbull.com.
To Carol Burns for coordinating the order of special Easter flowers.
To Jim and Lorraine Finch for coordinating the Annual Easter Breakfast. But Jim and Lorraine had plenty of help and
were grateful for all the people who helped to set up, serve food and clean up before, during and after the breakfast.
Listed in alphabetical order are the following helpers: Donna Bogen, Rick and Kathy Boivie, Bob Burns, Patsy
Cerone, Joe and Cindy Ciccia, Donna DiLalla, Sally Finck, Kerry Geffert, George Hermes, the Messerschmitt
Family, Gail Rice, David and Mary Ann Schiller, Cliff and Mary Schrock, and Rick and Michele Van Wart. If your
name was missed, please accept our apologies as your help was certainly appreciated. Also, we can’t forget to thank all
those who brought food to share – from egg casseroles, to the muffins, pastries and fruit, we had such a delicious
breakfast spread. It was a wonderful event and we had a packed house. Our
clean-up crew had an extra “heavy lift” as most of the crowd departed for second
service—so an extra big thank you to the clean-up crew!
To Marissa and Alexis Rodriguez for planning and orchestrating a fantastic
Easter egg hunt for all the kids on Easter morning. Both Marissa and Alexis did
a super job and a great time was had by all!
To Miharu Wismar who graciously offered to be a substitute teacher for a Sunday School class on April 3 so that some of
our teachers could attend our HCLC 2020 Kick Off meeting.
To the Holy Cross members who helped with either shopping, cooking or serving at the April 5 Community Supper at St.
John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport: Anna Mae Berger, Lorraine Finch, Craig and Jeannie Mones, Nancy Sabol, David and
Mary Ann Schiller and Laurie Vaitkus and her son, Joey.
To Mary Ann and David Schiller and Gail Rice and George Hermes for hosting Fellowship Hour during our two HCLC
2020 Kick-Off meetings on April 3 and April 10. And special thanks to the Schillers for hosting again on April 17. On the
weeks they hosted, these folks baked up a storm and put on a lovely fellowship hour for all to enjoy during our meetings.
To Linda Suhr for her weekly commitment to volunteer in the church office.
To Edith Skoog who continues to pick up and arrange the altar flowers on a weekly basis.
To Jon Halls who, on very little notice, stepped up to provide our HCLC 2020 updates following the second service on
April 10.
To Sherry Duff for all her hard work helping our church family with its Strategic Planning and helping to create a
congregational vision for our future.
To Kerry Geffert for leading the Monday evening Worship service on April 11 while Pastor was on vacation.

COMMUNITY SUPPER
Serve the Lord by serving the needy a welcome meal
“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve.”—Mark 10:45
Five cooks (Lorraine Finch, Nancy Sabol, Diane Hintz Schyhol, Anna Schaaf and Helen Harper)
appeared to assist with the April 5 Community Supper preparations. There’s always a lull between
the time they leave and when the volunteers arrive for final preparations a half an hour prior to
serving. However, no one was available to cook broccoli or slice hams. Fortunately, Headly, a St.
John’s member, was available and willing. At serving time, we were also short of volunteers so Carson (who got mixed up
on which week to serve) and three members of St. John’s joined Anna Mae Berger, Craig and Jeannie Mones, and Laurie
and Joey Vaitkus to serve the 92 meals.
As you know, Holy Cross is responsible for buying the food, preparing and serving the meal on the first Tuesday of the
month at St. John’s Episcopal. The next community supper for which Holy Cross is responsible for cooking and serving is
on Tuesday, May 3. If you can volunteer your time, please put your name on the sheet found on the narthex table.
---DAVID and MARY ANN SCHILLER
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HOLY CROSS CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL
During April the spotlight was on animals, seed growth and rain
The children were busy during the month of April. Our focus has been on the many different animals that God created.
We have been exploring farm, zoo, rainforest and ocean animals. We learned about their habitats, life cycles and what
they need to survive. Also, every day we are watching the growth of the seeds we planted. We planted marigold, bean
and sunflower seeds and predicted which would grow first. The marigolds were the first to sprout,
followed by the sunflower, and then the beans. Even though the marigolds started to grow first,
our sunflower is growing much faster! As part of our science unit we have been exploring rain,
and even made it “rain” in school one day!
As of this writing we are eagerly awaiting a visit from our friends in the Rock of Agers group! They
will read a special story to the children and then participate in a fun activity. We will have all the details
to report in the June newsletter. Our Bible stories have been focusing on Jesus’ appearance to the disciples after His
resurrection and His subsequent ascension to heaven. We rejoice in the knowledge of His promise to be with us always!
We currently have openings in all our classes for the 2016-2017 school year, and we have begun accepting registration
for our summer camp.
In Jesus’ name,
---MICHELE GLENNON
Preschool Director

LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE (LWML)
The story of the Widow’s Mite: The inspiration for giving, no matter how little
“Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting their money into the
temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper
coins, worth only a fraction of a penny. Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, ‘I tell you the truth, this poor widow has
put more into the treasury than all the others. They all gave out of their wealth, but she, out of her poverty, put in
everything - all she had to live on.’ ”—Mark 12:41-43
Are you aware of the importance of the LWML Mite Boxes? A major emphasis is the support of mission and ministry
throughout the world by means of Mite Box offerings. These Mite Box offerings have funded tens of millions of dollars in
mission grants since the organization’s inception in 1942.
Please take a Mite Box from the narthex table – make it an individual or a family project!
 Put your pennies in the box at the end of each day
 Say “thank you” with an appropriate amount whenever calamity or misfortune has been averted
 Empty all your loose change from your kitchen coin bowl into the box
Return your filled Mite Box to the collection box (it’s a large-size Mite Box) on the narthex table.
---SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMISSION

THOUGHTS FOR A SPRING-TIME WALKABOUT
Walking the faith is one benefit from letting the activity of walking flow
As spring buds and temperatures rise, it’s fun to get outside and walk. Walking is great for both body and mind. “To solve
a problem, walk around,” advised St. Jerome. Naturalist Henry David Thoreau agreed, saying, “The moment my legs
begin to move, my thoughts begin to flow.” Indeed, walking has been linked to improved creativity and reduced anxiety.
Some Bible versions translate Ephesians 5:8 “Live as children of light,” while others use “walk”:
“You were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light” (NKJV).
What a great rendering! Living is something we often do passively and without much thought, while
walking is an intentional, active pursuit; we must choose when, where and how we do it.
Now that we’re children of light – newly alive springtime people, Easter people! ‒ Jesus urges us to not just live the faith
but to walk it. When our faith becomes active, new thoughts flow, anxiety decreases and we make strides in our
relationship with Jesus.
---Written by Heidi Mann, contributing writer to The Newsletter Newsletter; reprinted with permission © 2016
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LOCAL FOOD PANTRY
The Trumbull Food Pantry needs OUR help!
D
Diidd yyoouu kknnoow
w?? There are currently 148 Trumbull residents in need of assistance from the Trumbull
Food Pantry.
D
Diidd yyoouu kknnoow
w?? The residents that are served are a mix of seniors and families.
D
Diidd yyoouu kknnoow
w?? Pantry hours are by appointment only, daily from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
D
Diidd yyoouu kknnoow
w?? With your generosity we will make monthly donations to the Trumbull Food Pantry.
Items most needed are: Small laundry detergent, dish soap, toiletries, napkins, canned fruit, canned meat, jelly, baking
mix and pasta sauce.
The collection box is in the narthex. PLEASE help us help our community.
---SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMISSION

THE DAY OF PENTECOST IS SUNDAY , MAY 15…WEAR RED!

IN THE MAILBAG
From Dot DeVed
Dear Friends at Holy Cross,

Do you know this
most recent news
from the Lutheran
Women’s Missionary
League (LWML)?
The New England
District chapter of
the LWML has
reached its missions
goal of $57,000, which
allows for all projects
to be paid. Thank you
to all who contributed
Mite Box offerings to
help make this possible.
---Simple facts from our
Social Ministry Commission
--- And don’t miss the
Mite Box article on Page 6

I would like to thank everyone for your prayers this past
year as I recovered from a bad fall in my home in
Virginia. Many of you probably still remember me as
“that tough secretary of 23 years with Pastor Froehlich.”
I am considerably better now but not entirely. I am still in rehab, not only for
the fall, but it has been extremely helpful for my previous knee replacement.
You may remove my name from the printed prayer list.
Love,
---DOT DEVED













From Griffin Hospital
Dear Lovely Ladies of the Dorcas Guild,
Your prayer shawls are beautiful. Thank you for using the gifts God has given
you to help those you have never met. Those shawls have brought such
comfort and solace to patients and their families. So many people in some of
their most vulnerable moments have become tearful as they realize that
someone has taken the time and care to reach out to them and offer
compassion when it has been most needed. You are those “someones.” We
cannot thank you enough. May you be forever blessed.
Blessings,
---JANICE LAUTIER
and the Spiritual Care & Education Department at Griffin Hospital
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OUR FLOCK
Christian caring and praying at Holy Cross
This is the Shepherds’ Commission’s “FYI” column letting our members know for whom we have prayed during our recent
worship services. Please continue to remember these people in your prayers.
We remember our members: Carlos Calvao, recovering from surgery; Ron Dietman, recovering from a minor surgical
procedure; Cole Dowling; Edna Karacsony, recovering from hip surgery; JoAnne Meyer; Barbara Schneider, for a
complete recovery from her recent surgery; Anita Schoch, recovering from heart-valve replacement surgery; Monika
Seyal; Bob Solaz; the homebound – Emma Fengler and Bernice Erickson.
We prayed for our family and friends: Ruby Beer, Anita Beer’s sister-in-law, diagnosed with stomach cancer and recovering
from surgery; Robert Butler, Laura Dowling’s father, recovering from a procedure to insert a pacemaker; Rhonda Deloge,
Tom’s wife, recovering from neck surgery; Linda Desabella, friend of Patty Peterson, battling cancer;
Marti Fischer, cousin of Carol Burns, who is blind and paralyzed; Kathy Gardner, Jim Leslie’s sister,
recovering from cancer surgery; Walter Geffert, brother of Nancy Sabol, recovering from colon surgery;
Michael Graham, friend of Diane Dietman, diagnosed with Stage 1 pancreatic cancer, and will undergo
surgery and a trial chemo drug at Smilow Cancer Center in New Haven; Abby Haggerty, student at
Christian Heritage School, for healing from another brain bleed; 6-year-old Caroline Herrington,
undergoing aggressive chemotherapy for kidney cancer; Colin Hoben, 12-year-old friend of the Nyitrai
family, undergoing a stem-cell transplant for a reoccurence of lymphoma; Ramona Kondracki, wife of a co-worker of Jim
Leslie, who has begun chemotherapy for cancer in her sinus cavity; Ellen Magnotta, friend of Otto and Mary Atkinson; Joan
Meyer, friend of the Dietmans, hospitalized following a fall in which she fractured ribs and her neck.
During the past month, we also prayed for: Gertrude Moran, friend of Anita Schoch, going through treatments for
lymphoma; Patrick Murphy, Pat Peterson’s brother, diagnosed with liver cancer and recovering from surgery; Chris
O’Brien, friend of Mary and Otto Atkinson, paralyzed as a result of an accident; Joseph Parker, Julianne Nyitrai’s father,
who underwent triple-bypass surgery; Max Pizzolato, for healing; Dolores Reisman, sister-in-law of Barbara White, who is
beginning aggressive chemotherapy for breast cancer; Luis Rivera, friend of Doris Bernt, who had a lung transplant;
Sharon Robinson, daughter of Anita Beer, recovering from surgery and will continue treatment for breast cancer; Rev.
Richard Schuller, a missionary pastor in Puerto Rico, for healing from injuries he sustained when hit by a car; Joey Senft,
cousin of the Senft family, with ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease); David Sochacki, friend of Nancy and Jerry Sabol, following
brain surgery; Mike Stachura, friend of the Schrocks, with a relapse of kidney cancer, for effective radiation treatment to
eliminate tumors and cancer cells; Lorraine Tamas, neighbor of the Leslies, who suffered a stroke; Glenn Traunter, Gail
Rice’s cousin, who has an inoperable brain tumor; Andy Turnbull, Scott’s brother, in remission from leukemia; Marguerite
Ulysse, mother of our Covenant to Care DCF social worker Mimose Laurenard, who is battling a serious illness at Yale-New
Haven Hospital; Craig Wilson, son of a friend of John and Pat Deloge, recovering from tongue cancer surgery.
Other prayers for the last month were for: Protection for all those serving in the military, including Timothy Benson Jr.,
Michael Collins, Ben Milositz, Jake Novak, Steve Novak, Ryan Rubega, Daniel Struzik and Eugene Struzik. We
prayed for the family of Kay Dubin, who was called home to the Lord on April 2.
If your friend or family member is on this list, keep us updated on his or her progress. When you have requests for prayers to be
included in our worship services, you can e-mail the church office at office@holycrosstrumbull.com or call 203-268-4555
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. weekdays. The Shepherds’ Commission will also include the prayer requests in
this monthly report. If you would like to be included in our e-mail Prayer Circle, please provide your name and e-mail
address to the church office.
---JOHN ANANTHARAJ
Shepherd’s Commission

CLOTHING DONATIONS
Be a “light” by helping others through donations to the Light on the Hill Clothes Closet
Spring is here, and as you change your closet, why not donate your unwanted SPRING ONLY
clothing and jackets to the “Light on the Hill” Clothes Closet of Summerfield United MethodistBridgeport. Please check that items are in good, wearable condition. The collection box is located in
our narthex.
Summerfield has asked that you keep them in your prayers as they serve God one person at a time.
---SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMISSION
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General Memorial Fund
In memory of Kay Geffert,
Kerry Geffert’s mother

CELEBRATING
MAY BIRTHDAYS

Joe and Cindy Ciccia

THE SPIRIT OF PENTECOST
Ruth an example of lovingkindness
The disciples were celebrating Pentecost, originally a
Jewish festival, when the Holy Spirit descended on them
and birthed the church. Pentecost, which began as a
harvest festival, had come to commemorate the giving of the
law. The book of Ruth became integral to festival worship.
Why Ruth? This short story doesn’t mention the law, let
alone God giving it to Moses. Yet in Ruth’s devotion to
her mother-in-law (“Where you go I will go…Your people
will be my people…” [Ruth 1:16, NIV]), she fulfills not just
the letter but the spirit of the law: lovingkindness — all
the more remarkable because she’s a foreigner. Boaz,
too, demonstrates exorbitant kindness to Ruth.
As Christians celebrate the Spirit bridging differences in
Jerusalem, uniting all nationalities by making the gospel
message intelligible to all people, we too can remember
Ruth’s story. For in it, God unites two enemy peoples for
his grand purpose: Boaz and Ruth’s marriage leads to
King David and, ultimately, to King Jesus. Today, the
Holy Spirit continues to unite all categories of people
under Christ’s reign for the good of the world.
---Reprinted with permission from
The Newsletter Newsletter, © 2016

CHURCH CHUCKLES

May 1:
May 5:
May 6:
May 7:
May 9:
May 10:

May 11:
May 12:
May 13:
May 14:
May 15:
May 16:
May 20:
May 21:
May 23:
May 24:

May 25:
May 26:
May 28:
May 29:
May 30:
May 31:

Jean Caminiti
Mary Atkinson
Nancy Dolan
Carol Burns
David Hughes
Tara Mladsi
Jim Leslie
Ursula Naumann
George Hermes
Donna Jackson
Lia Veteri
Clinton Peterson
Edna Karacsony
Nicole Ciccia
Sophia Bogle
Mia Wismar
Cheryl Caminiti
Diane Dietman
Josh Wilson
Dawn Liscinsky
Dieter Leibold
Lisa Bailey
George Mladsi
Cliff Schrock
Carole Knudsen
Kerry Geffert
Buela John
Maura Senft
Jesse Rohleder II
Blake Deloge
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PRESIDENT’S JOURNAL
Ideas streaming from member meetings give hope for a 2020 vision
I write this column midway through the visioning stage of our ambitious strategic planning process for Holy Cross. In midApril, members had the opportunity to imagine what our ministry might look like in the year 2020 from a few different
perspectives. With at least one more visioning session to go (at this writing), we are amassing a great collection of ideas
for the future.
Participation to date has been heartening with slightly more than 20 percent of our confirmed members
having attended one of the introductory and/or visioning sessions. While 20 percent is a lousy grade on
a test, we can be pleased, albeit not totally satisfied, with the effort our members are making.
I can’t emphasize enough your Board of Directors’ desire to have the involvement of all members in
both determining and executing our strategic plan for Holy Cross 2020. And here is where you can
help. Please share the information of our visioning with your friends and family who are not similarly
involved, encouraging them to consider – and share - their visions for Holy Cross. Our hope is that all
members can find opportunities to connect more closely to their congregation.
I was struck by the wealth of ideas that came out of our first visioning meeting. They demonstrated
the God-centered devotion that our members have to the overall ministry of Holy Cross. Opportunities
for members of all “life stages” as well as those for God’s people outside our congregation were included in the mix.
Some “visions” can be implemented fairly easily; others will require significant investments of time, energy and resources.
Once our strategic plan is in place and focus is turned to the prescribed actions that fit our mission and values,
“investment” will be the key word. None of these actions will be possible without the investment of our members, and not
just the ubiquitous 20 percent of active members. As you do your own visioning, and as you speak with fellow members
about their visions, we must remember that these visions can come to fruition only with the investment – of time, of
energy, of resources – of our members. Where will you connect to Holy Cross? Be ready to heed the call!
In His Service,
---KERRY GEFFERT
Holy Cross President

SHARE WITH YOUR CHILDREN!
Add the vowels to discover a Bible verse

