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WISMAR’S WISDOM
Dear Members and Friends of Holy Cross,
By God’s grace, we are a people on the move! We are now well into PHASE 2 of creating our STRATEGIC PLAN
here at Holy Cross. PHASE 1 was basically the rollout of the strategic-planning process – sharing with everyone the
elements of a strategic plan and what we all were going to be a part of and creating together. PHASE 3 is still down
the pike and will take place this coming fall, when we will work on tactical plans to achieve our goals.
Right now, however, we are still in the midst of PHASE 2. So far we have met together to start to draft a vision for
our church family. Through a congregation-wide survey, we were also able to establish our core values – what’s
most important to us, what we stand for and believe in. As I write this, it is right now midMay and we are in the midst of doing our SWOT analysis – assessing the particular
Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats that are strategically important to our
church. Basically what we are trying to do with this step is help match our internal strengths,
resources and capabilities with our external environment. Along with this, we want to identify
our unique advantages: What do we do best (perhaps more so than other churches)?
What unique skills, resources, gifts and capabilities has God placed in our church?
So we have basically nailed down where we are now – our mission, our core values and
what we do best. We are zeroing in on where we want to go – what we want our church to
look like and how we will measure success. It logically flows, then, that our next step will be
looking to fill in that gap – between where we are now and where we want to be – with how we are going to get
there: Our strategic objectives and goals. This is what we will be working on together in the weeks ahead and we
need everybody’s – meaning YOUR – effort, energy and input!
This is an exciting time for our congregation! You can feel the mighty winds of the Spirit blowing among us. May
our good and gracious God bless us with the ability to catch those winds to His glory and for the coming of His
kingdom among us!
Psalm 143:10 says: “Teach me to do Your will for You are my God! Let Your good Spirit lead me on level ground!”
Please join me in praying each day for our Lord’s guidance as we seek His plan for us here at Holy Cross.
In Christ,
Pastor Wismar

Our Sunday service is at 9 a.m.
Our one-service Sunday Worship schedule continues
through the Sunday of Labor Day weekend.
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Sunday, June 5
9:00 a.m. – At today’s worship service our 8th-grade students will
receive the Rite of Confirmation
Tuesday, June 7
5:00 p.m. – Holy Cross serves Community Supper
at St. John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport
Thursday, June 9
7:00 p.m. – Board of Director’s meeting

For Our Readers:
The Holy Cross Word
is best viewed in its
full-color format
at the church website,
holycrosstrumbull.org

Like Holy Cross
on Facebook!
After you “Like” us, you’ll
see postings of upcoming
events, pictures from events
and other notices.

Sunday, June 12
9:00 a.m. – At today’s worship service our 7th-grade students will
receive First Communion
Tuesday, June 14 – Flag Day
Sunday, June 19 – Father’s Day
Monday-Friday, August 8-12
9:00 a.m. – Vacation Bible School

THE GIFT OF YOURSELF
Spoken by Mr. Fred Rogers
“If you could only sense how
important you are to the lives of
those you meet; how important
you can be to the people you
may never even dream of.
There is something of yourself
that you leave at every meeting
with another person.”
Reprinted with permission from
The Newsletter Newsletter © 2016
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MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Holy Cross congregation is to carry out the Great Commission of our Lord
(Matthew 28:18-20). We will share the love and forgiveness of Our Lord Jesus Christ with one
another, our community and the whole world so that we can take part in the joyous privilege of
“making disciples of all nations” through the power of the preaching and teaching the Word of
God, administering His Sacraments, and joining together in service fellowship according to the
confessional standard of the Lutheran Church (Article III).

NEWSLETTER NOTES
Our next deadline is…
The next issue of The Holy Cross
Word is a combined July/August
edition. The deadline for articles is
Wednesday, June 15. Please take
note of this
deadline and
plan ahead to
publicize events or
share news with your fellow Holy
Cross members. You can submit
articles to the newsletter mailbox,
located outside the church office,
or send them via e-mail to:
office@holycrosstrumbull.com.
Looking ahead: Please note there
is no July 15 deadline. The regular
monthly schedule will resume with
the September issue; the deadline
for this issue is Monday, August 15.
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PRESIDENT’S JOURNAL
We need to prepare for the unexpected, but God and Holy Cross are always ready to support
As many of you know, May was an eventful month in the Geffert household. One thing I learned from our experiences
was to no longer think things happen only to others. They don’t. They happen to you, too. So prepare.
I will be forever grateful that somewhere along the way, I paid enough attention about “warning signs” to have recognized the
potential for warning signs. If you don’t know the signs of stroke, heart attack, seizures or choking (to name but a few), educate
yourself. When time is of the essence, you will be glad you did. Sometimes, things happen to you or those you love.
The other thing I (we) learned was how fortunate my family is to be part of the Holy Cross family.
While I already knew this at some level, it was truly driven home last month. We were overwhelmed
by the outpouring of prayers and support that we received, and are still receiving. That care and
support was further driven home on Sunday, May 15. That Sunday, Pastor Wismar blessed the
prayer shawls and quilts so lovingly made by the ladies of our Dorcas Guild.
As I looked upon the ladies’ beautiful handiwork, it struck me: Our Holy Cross family had been just
like those shawls. During a time when my family needed prayers and support, our Holy Cross
family – near and far – was there for us. During the trying days, we were wrapped in the loving care
of our fellow members. Just like a shawl!
Warm fuzzies aside, there is a reason for mentioning my moment of awakening. In the day-to-day
life of our congregation, it is easy to forget what we are truly about. We become wrapped up in
processes, in administration, in matters that take us off focus. But when tragedy strikes, the heart
and soul of our congregation shines through. We may have looked upon the blessing of the shawls and blankets as
something nice, though service-prolonging, when, in fact, it meant much more. Those items are merely a physical
representation of the Christian love that travels with them. That’s the blessing.
My other reason for writing about what might seem self-evident has to do with our “fringe” members. What will it take for
them to feel the warm shawl-like embrace of their Holy Cross family, to understand the benefit of being engaged? Will it
take tragedy, or will it be too late? Do they realize what they are missing out on? The answers aren’t easy, but our
collective work on Holy Cross 2020 is moving us in the right direction. Good things are happening at Holy Cross!
In His Service,
---KERRY GEFFERT, Holy Cross President

STEWARDSHIP CORNER
It is quite simple: God gives us our first fruits, we give back joyfully
What are our first fruits? Does God really want us to give our first paycheck to Him? This month we will look to see if we
are giving God our first fruits. Such a seemingly complex issue is really quite simple.
Our first fruits are all the blessings that God gives to us. One could presuppose that we are to give 10
percent of everything we are given or earned to God right off the top. Is this what God wants from us?
We need to remember that it is from God alone that we receive all of our blessings. The first thing
we should always do is thank God. When we do receive a blessing, we need to give to those in
need, our neighbors, our family, and yes, the church also. By giving to the glory of God first, before
we pamper ourselves, we are showing how to be good stewards. So by joyfully giving to God’s glory before we buy those
things we don’t really need, we are giving to God our first fruits.
So, in closing, first and foremost, thank God for everything He gives you, and give lovingly and joyfully your first fruits to
the glory and honor of His name.
---JAMES ATKINSON, Discipleship Commission Director

OUT OF THE MOUTH OF…
Receiving the body and blood of Jesus is a good—no, a GREAT— gift from Jesus
At the communion rail, a man held out his hand to receive the bread. His curious toddler by his side loudly asked, “Is it
good, Daddy?” He smiled and nodded yes. Indeed, communion is a good gift from Jesus, who wants us to remember His
sacrifice for us. The next time you receive communion, remember to “taste and see that the Lord is good!” (Psalm 34:8)
---Reprinted with permission from The Newsletter Newsletter, Copyright © 2016
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HOLY CROSS CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL
It’s that time of year, to release our grads and butterflies
“We’ll be friends forever, Jesus and you and me. He ties our hearts together, and friends we’ll always be”
These words are the chorus of the last song the children sang at their graduation ceremony on May 27. This was a very
special ceremony where the children demonstrated all they have learned throughout the school year. During graduation,
they all received diplomas and children’s Bibles. It is our prayer that these children will continue to grow in the love and
knowledge of their Savior, Jesus. While it is hard to believe that our school year
has ended, it has been a wonderful year full of adventure and growth. Our entire
preschool staff will miss the children who are moving on, as well as their families,
but we know they are well prepared and ready for Kindergarten.
Speaking of ceremonies…as of this writing we are planning a special ceremony
involving one of God’s smallest creatures! We have excitedly been watching a
group of caterpillars as they change. When we first received them they were
very tiny; the picture at the right shows each of the five caterpillars during the
pupa or chrysalis stage (look carefully inside the netting “house.”) In just one
week they nearly tripled in size and have each spun a chrysalis. In another week
they should become butterflies! When they do, we will release them with a
special ceremony. Perhaps if you see a butterfly in your yard, it will be one that
grew at Holy Cross Christian Preschool!
In Jesus’ Name,
---MICHELE GLENNON
Preschool Director

WE ARE FAMILY
This column is devoted to family news about Holy Cross members and friends. Please turn in items to the newsletter box.
Holy Cross member Diane Dietman was a part of the 1976 Shelton High School girls basketball team that
received an honorary proclamation from the city of Shelton to commemorate the 40th anniversary of the
team winning the CIAC Class LL State Championship, according to an article written by Tina Ugas for the
Shelton Herald. Mayor Mark Lauretti presented the honor to the team members and coaches at the Board
of Alderman meeting on April 14. The team and coaches were also inducted into the New England Basketball Hall of
Fame last August. The full article can be read on the hallway bulletin board.
God’s blessings to Anthony Anderson and Cheryl Eckardt upon the Baptism of their daughter
Annabelle Lynn Anderson on April 24. Annabelle’s sponsors are her uncle and aunt, Patrick and
Michelle Donohue. We welcome Annabelle Lynn into the Family of God, through the life-giving waters
of Holy Baptism, and look forward to the new relationship we will have with her.

FLOWER ARRANGING
Attend a workshop on arrangement skills
With the abundance of garden flowers during the summer months,
what better time to get some practice with how to use them in your
home or for gifts? I would like to offer some workshops for flower
arranging using garden flowers. I am no expert by
any means, but I would like to share some of the
skills I have learned over the years of my preparing
the altar flower arrangements for the church. We
also may be able to use some of them on the altar.
I have several other ideas if this works out well. If
you have an interest in such an activity please sign
up on the sheet on the narthex table. I am
planning to have these workshops around 2 o’clock on a Saturday
afternoon. There may be a small fee to cover some extra expenses.
Hope to see you there.
---EDITH SKOOG

CALLING ALL GRADUATES
Information from graduates
due June 12 in church office
If you are graduating from high school or
college this spring, we encourage you to
share the details about
this exciting milestone with
your church family. We plan
to recognize all of our
graduates in the July/August
newsletter.
Please take a “Graduate
Information” form (lavender half-sheet),
found on the narthex table, fill it out, and
return it to the Church Office mailbox by
Sunday, June 12. Please let us know who
you are – you are important to us!
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FINANCIAL GIVING
Enjoy the convenience of electronic giving to make stewardship easier and constant
Before the craziness of summer begins, please remember that we offer electronic giving as a way to automate your
regular weekly offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for individual congregation members and provides muchneeded donation consistency for our congregation.
Direct Debit Giving is used to transfer funds from your checking or savings account to the
church’s bank account, while Credit & Debit Card Giving lets you use a credit or debit card.
Both of these options can be manually executed, or configured to process automatically on a
predetermined schedule of your choice.
Online giving lets you go to holycrosstrumbull.org at any time to set up an automatic-donation plan, change your donation
plan, make a one-time donation or view your online donation history. Simply visit the site, scroll to the bottom of the page,
and click the green "To Donate Click Here" button to get started, or to manage your account.
As you contemplate future contributions, please consider electronic giving. Still have questions about the program???
Contact Andrew Struzik at financialsecretary@holycrosstrumbull.org, or corner him after any of our weekend services.
---ANDREW STRUZIK
Financial Secretary

General Memorial Fund

Share the Hope Fund

All gifts in memory of Kathryn “Kay” Dubin
Long Hill Village Association
John and Amy Olivito
Joanne Raimann

The Holy Cross Rock of Agers
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OUR FLOCK
Christian caring and praying at Holy Cross
This is the Shepherds’ Commission’s “FYI” column letting our members know for whom we have prayed during our
worship services since mid-April. Please continue to remember these people in your prayers.
We remember our members: Carlos Calvao, with a recurrence of a brain tumor; Ron Dietman, recovering from a minor
surgical procedure; Cole Dowling; Karen Geffert, recovering from a stroke she suffered on May 9; Edna Karacsony,
suffering with dementia; Jesse Kravecs, recovering from knee-replacement surgery; JoAnne Meyer; Barbara
Schneider, for a complete recovery from her recent surgery; Anita Schoch, recovering from heart-valve replacement
surgery; Monika Seyal; Bob Solaz; the homebound – Emma Fengler and Bernice Erickson.
We prayed for our family and friends: Brian Arnone, friend of Lydia Struzik and Donna Bogen, who suffered a massive
stroke, with prayers for healing and strength; Ruby Beer, Anita Beer’s sister-in-law, diagnosed with stomach cancer and
recovering from surgery; Robert Butler, Laura Dowling’s father, recovering from a procedure to insert a pacemaker;
Rhonda Deloge, Tom’s wife, recovering from neck surgery; Linda Desabella, friend of Patty Peterson,
battling cancer; Marti Fischer, cousin of Carol Burns, who is blind and paralyzed; Kathy Gardner, Jim
Leslie’s sister, recovering from cancer surgery; Walter Geffert, brother of Nancy Sabol, recovering from
colon surgery; Michael Graham, friend of Diane Dietman, diagnosed with Stage 1 pancreatic cancer,
and will undergo surgery and a trial chemo drug at Smilow Cancer Center in New Haven; Abby
Haggerty, student at Christian Heritage School, for healing from another brain bleed; 6-year-old
Caroline Herrington, undergoing aggressive chemotherapy for kidney cancer; Colin Hoben, 12-yearold friend of the Nyitrai family, undergoing a stem-cell transplant for a recurrence of lymphoma;
Ramona Kondracki, wife of a co-worker of Jim Leslie, who has begun chemotherapy for cancer in her sinus cavity; Ellen
Magnotta, friend of Otto and Mary Atkinson; Joan Meyer, friend of the Dietmans, hospitalized following a fall in which she
fractured ribs and her neck; and Gertrude Moran, friend of Anita Schoch, going through treatments for lymphoma.
During the past month, we also prayed for: Patrick Murphy, Pat Peterson’s brother, recovering from liver-cancer surgery;
Chris O’Brien, friend of Mary and Otto Atkinson, paralyzed as a result of an accident; Joseph Parker, Julianne Nyitrai’s father,
who underwent triple-bypass surgery; Max Pizzolato, for healing; Dolores Reisman, sister-in-law of Barbara White, who is
beginning aggressive chemotherapy for breast cancer; Luis Rivera, friend of Doris Bernt, who had a lung transplant; Sharon
Robinson, daughter of Anita Beer, recovering from surgery and will continue treatment for breast cancer; Herbie Ryland, friend
of Paul Hagberg, facing open-heart surgery complications; Rev. Richard Schuller, a missionary pastor in Puerto Rico, for healing
from injuries he sustained when hit by a car; Kerry Scott, friend of Paul Hagberg, recovering from throat cancer surgery; Joey
Senft, cousin of the Senft family, with ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease); David Sochacki, friend of Nancy and Jerry Sabol, following
brain surgery; Mike Stachura, friend of the Schrocks, with a relapse of kidney cancer, for effective radiation treatment to
eliminate tumors and cancer cells; Lorraine Tamas, neighbor of the Leslies, who suffered a stroke; Glenn Traunter, Gail
Rice’s cousin, who has an inoperable brain tumor; Andy Turnbull, Scott’s brother, in remission from leukemia; Marguerite
Ulysse, mother of our Covenant to Care DCF social worker Mimose Laurenard, who is battling a serious illness at Yale-New
Haven Hospital; Craig Wilson, son of a friend of John and Pat Deloge, recovering from tongue cancer surgery.
Other prayers for the last month were for: Tina and Brad Batoh, upon the birth of their new baby, Clara Tess; and
protection for all those serving in the military, including Timothy Benson Jr., Michael Collins, Ben Milositz, Jake
Novak, Steve Novak, Ryan Rubega, Daniel Struzik and Eugene Struzik.
If your friend or family member is on this list, keep us updated on his or her progress. When you have requests for prayers to be
included in our worship services, you can e-mail the church office at office@holycrosstrumbull.com or call 203-268-4555
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. weekdays. The Shepherds’ Commission will also include the prayer requests in
this monthly report. If you would like to be included in our e-mail Prayer Circle, please provide your name and e-mail
address to the church office.
---JOHN ANANTHARAJ
Shepherd’s Commission

BULLETINS FROM ABROAD
If you are away from your Holy Cross family and worship at another church, be sure to drop off the
service bulletin in the newsletter box. It will be interesting to see where our members are traveling during
the summer months. Those sharing bulletins from April or early May were:
Cindy Ciccia, who worshiped at Old Presbyterian Meeting House in Alexandria while on a trip to Virginia in April.
Anna Mae Berger, who worshiped at Salem-Hetzel’s Lutheran in Pine Grove, Pa., on the first Sunday in May.
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DISCIPLESHIP REPORT
Great events planned, but help is always appreciated
Hello to everyone. Since Easter we have had the “Family Coloring” activity and the
“Celebration Sunday” potluck. We plan to have another “Family Coloring” time again this
summer or early fall. I hope we will see you there.
I would like to thank Lydia Struzik, Donna Bogen and Laurie Vaitkus for pitching in and working
like a machine to help run our events. It would be nice to have a couple more people so the
workload could be a little more spread out.
Besides our hopes to have another organized “coloring” event, at this time we are trying to put
together a “Coffee House Night” for June 26. We are still coordinating the details to make it
possible. Stay tuned for future announcements in the bulletin to confirm if this event is going to happen.
Last, but not least, is the Annual Church Picnic. Save this date! It will be on Sunday, September 18, following the 10:30 a.m.
service. At present time we are working on a theme and, of course, we hope to see you all there.
---JAMES ATKINSON
Discipleship Commission Director

COMMUNITY SUPPER
Serve the Lord by serving the needy a welcome meal
At the last minute, just before 6 p.m., a little girl walked into the dining hall (with her grandma) at St. John’s Episcopal.
Pastor Geoff asked her if she’d like some ham. “Mmmmmmm!” she exclaimed. Then he played a game with her: the red
attendance ticket each dinner recipient receives disappeared behind her back, then came out her ear. She proceeded to
talk non-stop to each of the servers while she went through the line, watching her plate being filled up.
It was a very cool evening outside and most of the rain had abated, but this scenario warmed our
hearts. Only 77 meals were served for the May 3 Community Supper. The crowd may have been
sparse, but there were just the right amount of volunteers. Grace Lutheran-Stratford provided one new
volunteer: Marilyn Bilkre; Holy Cross also provided a new volunteer: Kathy Boivie. They were joined
by Lorraine Finch, Helen Harper, Jim Leslie, Marissa and Alexis Rodriguez, Marty Schaivone, Mary
and Joelle Schrock, Diane Hintz Schyhol, and Laurie and Joey Vaitkus.
Holy Cross is responsible for buying the food, preparing and serving the meal on the first Tuesday of the month at St.
John’s Episcopal. The next community supper for which Holy Cross is responsible for cooking and serving is on Tuesday,
June 7. A sign-up sheet is on the narthex table for volunteers to indicate if they will prepare/cook or serve.
---DAVID and MARY ANN SCHILLER

THANKS A BUNCH!
This column recognizes the gifts of time and talent our church members provide to do God’s work in our church and
community. If you have an item to include in this monthly “thank you” column, please jot it down and put it in the
“newsletter” mailbox.
To Diane Dietman for filling and donating more than 100 of the 400 eggs for the Easter egg hunt that was held during the
Annual Easter Breakfast.
To Sally Finck for hosting Fellowship Hour on May 1. Sally is new to the congregation and
stepped up to help when we had a need. Thank you also to Kendra Norman for helping
Sally, to show her the ropes.
To Kerry Geffert for leading the Monday evening Worship service on May 2 while Pastor
was away at the New England District Pastoral Conference.
To the Holy Cross members who helped with either shopping, cooking or serving at the May 3
Community Supper at St. John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport: Kathy Boivie, Lorraine Finch, Jim Leslie, Alexis Rodriguez,
Marissa Rodriguez, Marty Schaivone, David and Mary Ann Schiller, Joelle Schrock, Mary Schrock and Laurie
Vaitkus and her son, Joey.
To Linda Suhr for her faithful commitment to serve as the church-office volunteer, helping out one morning a week.
“Four more thank-notes!” continued on Page 8
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“Four more thank-notes!” continued from Page 7

To Carol and Bob Burns for hosting Fellowship Hour on May 8. Bob’s homemade carrot cake was amazing!
To everyone who contributed to a wonderful (and delicious) Celebration Sunday luncheon on May 15. A great time was
had by all as we celebrated not only the conclusion of our journey through the Bible…but also Pastor Wismar’s first-year
anniversary with us at Holy Cross. We are truly blessed. Thanks be to God!
To Diane Dietman, Donna DiLalla and Laurie Vaitkus who helped enormously with the set-up and clean-up for our
Celebration Sunday lunch.
To all who are participating in HCLC 2020, our church’s strategic planning process. We’re making a great deal of
progress and all the input provided to date has been tremendously helpful. If you have yet to engage in this very
important process, we invite you to do so either during meetings after our 9 a.m. Sunday services or by responding to the
HCLC 2020 emails. We appreciate and value your input.

CHURCH CHUCKLES

Do you know that there are 155 e-mail
blast contacts on file? Are you one of
them? Having your e-mail contact
information on file will keep you in touch
with all the happenings at Holy Cross.
---Simple facts from our Social Ministry Commission

CELEBRATING JUNE BIRTHDAYS
June 1:
June 2:
June 3:
June 4
June 5:
June 6:
June 8:
June 10:
June 11:
June 12:
June 13:
June 15:
June 16:
June 17:

Erica Carola
Gage LaSalle
Wayne LaSalle
Mia Mladsi
Teddy Hughes
James Atkinson
Virginia Gaffney
Christian Witschy
Eleanor Hughes
Monika Seyal
Colby LaSalle
Mary Schrock
Sarah Lemay
Carl Carlson
Amanda Fitzmorris
Jordan Mones
Savannah Fitzmorris

June 18:
June 20:

June 21:
June 23:
June 24:
June 25:
June 26:
June 29:

Kaleigh Calvao
Amy Geffert
Doug Bogle
Jena Conte
Jeannie Mones
Bonnie Hodges
Gavin Brenna
Tim Senft
Barbara Ladd
Marissa Rodriguez
Pat Deloge
Kathryn Struzik

