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WISMAR’S WISDOM
Dear Members and Friends of Holy Cross,
We are now up to the step in our Strategic Plan where the rubber finally starts to meet the road! We have created
our mission, vision and core value statements. We have established our strategic priorities. We have done a
comprehensive SWOT analysis and we are now ready to define and set our Goals. This step is essential! It puts into
action and validates all of the time and effort we have spent thus far on all of the preliminary steps. This step is vital and
it will succeed or fail based on your energy, your efforts and your engagement.
This step is where SMART goals enter into our strategy. Goal setting will convert our strategic objectives into specific
performance targets. Effective SMART goals clearly state what you want to accomplish, when you want to accomplish it,
how you are going to do it, and who is going to be responsible. Each goal should be specific
and measurable. With these goals, we will convert our mission, vision, and long-term
objectives into performance targets. Realistic goals are to serve as a tool for stretching us to
reach our full potential.
It is important for our church family to view goals as motivational targets, and exciting,
measurable milestones for the future. We should think about achieving them in a 1- to 3-year
timeframe. We should write our goals with the idea of building on the unique characteristics
and qualities that our Holy Cross church family has to offer. Additionally, use of our SWOT
analysis will be helpful to write our goals – matching our strengths with opportunities, shoring
up weaknesses and guarding against threats.
Goals can be difficult to set because they should be faith stretching without being
presumptuous. Goals are to serve as a tool for stretching our church to reach its full
potential. This means setting them high enough to be challenging to energize us and our strategy. PRAYERFULLY SEEK
GOD’S GUIDANCE IN SETTING THE GOALS FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY HERE AT HOLY CROSS. Let God give you
things He wants you to do. Hold your plans before the Lord.
The following is an explanation of the criteria for SMART goals:
 Specific – Goals must answer the questions: How much? What kind of performance is to be accomplished?


Measurable – Goals must be stated in measurable or quantifiable terms: Can we measure this goal? How will we
know if we achieve this goal?



Aggressive yet Achievable – Is the goal aggressive yet achievable? Goals must provide a stretch that inspires
people to aim higher. Set goals you know you can realistically achieve.



Relevant/Realistic – Is the goal relevant to achieving the objective? Goals must maintain consistency and focus.



Time Specific – Is the goal time specific? Goals must answer the question, “By when is it to be accomplished?”

Write goals asking these questions:
 What are the 1- to 3-year goals we are trying to achieve to support our strategic objective?


What are our specific, measurable, and realistic targets of accomplishment?
“Wismar’s Wisdom,” continues on Page 3
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Sunday, July 3
10:15 a.m. – SMART Goal Setting meeting: Leadership, Discipleship, Education
Monday, July 4 – Independence Day (CHURCH/PRESCHOOL CLOSED)
Tuesday, July 5
5:00 p.m. –
Holy Cross serves Community Supper at St. John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport
Thursday, July 7
7:00 p.m. – Board of Directors’ meeting
Sunday, July 10
10:15 a.m. – SMART Goal Setting meeting: Evangelism, Shepherds, Social Ministry
4:00 p.m. – Hymn Festival
Saturday, July 16
6:30 p.m. – Sip & Paint Event

For Our Readers:
The Holy Cross Word
is best viewed in its
full-color format
at the church website,
holycrosstrumbull.org

Like Holy Cross
on Facebook!
After you “Like” us, you’ll
see postings of upcoming
events, pictures from events
and other notices.

Sunday, July 17
10:15 a.m. – SMART Goal Setting meeting: Finance, Property, Worship
Tuesday, August 2
5:00 p.m. –
Holy Cross serves Community Supper at St. John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport
Monday-Friday, August 8-12
9:00 a.m. – Vacation Bible School

A GOOD PLACE

Thursday, August 11
7:00 p.m. – Board of Directors’ meeting

Spoken by President
Theodore Roosevelt

Sunday, August 14 – Comfort Dog Sunday
Monday, September 5 – Labor Day (CHURCH/PRESCHOOL CLOSED)
Saturday, September 10
5:30 p.m. – Pasta Dinner

“This country will not be a good
place for any of us to live in
unless we make it a good place
for all of us to live in.”
Reprinted with permission from
The Newsletter Newsletter © 2016

Sunday, September 11
8:00 and 10:30 a.m. – Two-service Worship schedule resumes
9:15 a.m. – Sunday School and Adult Bible Classes resume
Sunday September 18
Noon –
ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC, immediately following the late service

NEWSLETTER NOTES

Saturday, November 12
9:30 a.m. – Seventh Annual Breakfast & Artists

The next issue of The Holy Cross
Word is the September edition.
The deadline for articles is
Monday, August 15. Please take
note of this
deadline and
plan ahead to
publicize events or
share news with your fellow Holy
Cross members. You can submit
articles to the newsletter mailbox,
located outside the church office,
or send them via e-mail to:
office@holycrosstrumbull.com.

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH—LCMS
5995 Main Street, Trumbull, CT 06611
Pastor’s Study Phone: 203-268-7555; Pastor’s E-mail: pastor@holycrosstrumbull.com
Office Phone: 203-268-4555; Church Office E-mail: office@holycrosstrumbull.com
Website: www.holycrosstrumbull.org
Christian Preschool Phone: 203-268-6471 E-mail: preschool@holycrosstrumbull.com

Worship Services – Sunday: 8 and 10:30 a.m. (beginning Sept. 11); Monday, 7 p.m.
SPECIAL WORSHIP NOTE: Sundays, between May 29 and Labor Day weekend: 9 a.m.
PASTOR: Eric A. Wismar
MUSIC DIRECTOR: Michael J. Gilbertson
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ PRESIDENT: Kerry Geffert
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ VICE-PRESIDENT: Michele Van Wart
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ SECRETARY: Jeannie Mones
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ TREASURER: Greg Dowling
NEWSLETTER MANAGING EDITOR: Cliff Schrock
NEWSLETTER PRODUCTION: Mary Schrock

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Holy Cross congregation is to carry out the Great Commission of our Lord (Matthew 28:18-20).
We will share the love and forgiveness of Our Lord Jesus Christ with one another, our community and the whole
world so that we can take part in the joyous privilege of “making disciples of all nations” through the power of the
preaching and teaching the Word of God, administering His Sacraments, and joining together in service
fellowship according to the confessional standard of the Lutheran Church (Article III).

Our next deadline is…

Please note: Because this is a
combined summer edition, there is
no July 15 deadline. The regular
monthly schedule resumes with the
September issue.
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With this in mind, our next task/assignment will be the following: We will meet after church on July 3, July 10 and July 17
to create our SMART goals (July 24 will be available as a make-up date.) On each of these dates, various task forces
will be meeting as follows: July 3 – LEADERSHIP, DISCIPLESHIP and EDUCATION; July 10 – EVANGELISM, SOCIAL
MINISTRY and SHEPHERDS; July 17 – PROPERTY, WORSHIP and FINANCE. Please plan on coming to be a part of
at least one task force on one of these dates, but, ideally, I would ask you to select one task force on each of the three
Sundays and come and be a part of their deliberations, planning and goal setting. We need you, your energies and
your input if this is going to be successful!
This is an exciting time here at Holy Cross. Great things are happening…but they are only in the nascent stages – like
the bud getting ready to bloom or the spark that is only now catching fire and has not yet been fanned into flame. By
God’s grace, the leading of the Holy Spirit and your prayers, your concern and your action, I look forward to what we will
accomplish together throughout the summer months ahead!
See you in Worship!
Pastor Wismar

PRESIDENT’S JOURNAL
Convention duties bring sobering thought about future attendees
As many already know, I have the honor of representing Holy Cross and all the Circuit 7 congregations (nine in total) as a
lay delegate at the triennial LCMS Convention. As the days draw closer to our convening, the weight of my responsibility
grows clearer and clearer. It is both exciting and sobering.
Recently I had the opportunity to attend an orientation for delegates from the New England District. I
sat at the table with both pastoral and lay delegates, learning that many had attended previous
conventions. There must be something to this event that entices these men to give up five days of
their summer to come together for worship and deliberation.
But I noticed something else. Almost all the men around the table were members of my age group
(read: older). Now there could be something said for us having developed wisdom and perspective
that positions us for being delegates. But this strong skew also makes me wonder if we are
appropriately mentoring our younger members to take on the church’s future leadership. If given the
opportunity, would you step up? If so, let me know.
Since this newsletter covers two months, I am going to address another topic. Your Board of
Directors, and other members, have been wrestling with the topic of our “fringe” members. These are
members who remain on our rolls, but rarely (if ever) attend worship. These may be strong believers, but apparently are
not feeling a connection to Holy Cross. As we strive to engage all of our members, what do we do? Some are family
members of active members. Others “disappear” after a baptism or confirmation. Do we continue to pray that they will
return to active attendance? Do we release them, hoping they are being spiritually fed elsewhere? The answers are not
easy, but I am interested in your perspective. Drop me an email (president@holycrosstrumbull.com) or catch me
following a service. Meanwhile, continue to pray that we reach all of our members.
In His Service,
---KERRY GEFFERT
Holy Cross President

Our Sunday service is at 9 a.m.
Our one-service Sunday Worship schedule continues
through the Sunday of Labor Day weekend.
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SIP & PAINT
Enjoy fellowship and paint a picture while benefitting Holy Cross at July 16 fund-raiser
Come join us for Holy Cross’ first ever Sip & Paint event on Saturday, July 16, at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall! Longtime Holy Cross member and award-winning artist, Sabine Bonnar, will show us how to paint our own masterpiece!
Attendance will be capped at 27 participants so sign-up early—invite your friends and family! Sign up
in the narthex or on line at http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a45adaf23abf85-hclc2 . (Link also
to appear in upcoming HCLC news blasts.)
Please bring either an appetizer food or dessert to share with others (finger foods are best while
painting) and BYOB.
The cost is $40 per person (adults only this time)—all proceeds will benefit Holy Cross Lutheran Church. Please make
your check out to Holy Cross and include “S&P fundraiser” in the memo section.
Please advise if childcare is required.
---SHERRY DUFF-SCHAIVONE

CROP WALK
12 Holy Cross walkers
part of 42nd fund-raiser

COMFORT DOG SUNDAY
August 14
During worship there will be a “Ministry Moment” with
Jen Marr, and following the service you can take part in
the Meet & Greet with Addie and Leah! As you leave
worship on that day, if you feel so moved, we will accept
donations to Immanuel Lutheran Comfort Dogs.
Donations may be put in the white and red wood box.
See the article on Page 8 that details Leah’s recent visits.

The 42nd Annual CROP Walk
was held on May 22 at Seaside
Park in Bridgeport. Holy Cross
was represented by 12 walkers
and contributed $785 to world
and local hunger.
Thrivent Financial
contributed an
additional $250
in food items
for distribution
to local food pantries. A big
thank you to all who walked:
Sherry and Marty Schaivone,
Lydia and Andrew Struzik, Cindy
and Joe Ciccia, Donna, Marissa,
and Alexis Rodriguez as well as
a friend of theirs, and Bob and
Carol Burns. Thank you to all
who donated.
---CAROL BURNS

HYMN FESTIVAL
All invited to the event being held in honor of Meyer’s anniversary
On Sunday, July 10, at 4 p.m., the son and daughter-in-law of JoAnne and Don Meyer will offer a
classic Hymn Festival at Holy Cross to help celebrate Don and JoAnne’s 50th wedding
anniversary. Hymn festivals are not that common in New England compared to the Midwest, and
if you like good organ music and hymn singing, you would want to attend. It will last about an
hour, and a reception will follow. Pastor Jonathan and Ruth Meyer are now living in Texas and
have presented Hymn Festivals in Michigan in past years. Ruth is an accomplished organist and
flutist, and Jonathan is a solid Lutheran pastor who likes to sing and chant. They would, as would
JoAnne and Don, be honored to have you join the extended Meyer family present for the
anniversary in bringing praises to our Lord through song and Word.
---THE MEYER FAMILY
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GRADUATION
Best wishes to the Class of 2016!
Congratulations to our Holy Cross members and friends who graduated from college and high school in May and June!
Certainly each of these young adults must be looking forward to the next phase of their lives with excitement and
anticipation. Listed below are the graduates who filled out the “Graduate Information” form to let us know of their
achievement. Cheers to the high school, college and nursing school classes of 2016!

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES:
Alexis Rodriguez
Daughter of Rafael and Donna Rodriguez, Alexis graduated from Bunnell High School in Stratford. She has also
successfully completed the Health and Medical Careers Pathway Pre-Nursing program, a collaborative program between
Bunnell and Stratford high schools. Alexis began this pathway in Grade 10 with various health and medical courses and
continued through grades 11 and 12 with courses in medical careers and pre-nursing, respectively. She successfully
completed the interdisciplinary program and passed the state exams, leading to state registration,
and is graduating as a Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA) and Medical Assistant (MA). Alexis plans
to attend Housatonic Community College for an associate’s degree in science, majoring in human
services, and plans to then transfer to Southern Connecticut State University.

Derek Schlaich
Son of Manfred and Lisa Schlaich, Derek graduated from Emmett O’Brien Technical High School
in Ansonia. The next step in his educational career is to attend Housatonic Community College.

COLLEGE GRADUATE:
Jimmy Boivie
Son of Rick and Kathy Boivie, Jimmy graduated from the University of Connecticut in Storrs with a Bachelor of Science
degree in Computer Science. Jimmy has already secured a job, having been hired by Google in Mountain View, Calif.

NURSING SCHOOL GRADUATE:
Amber Schlaich
Daughter of Manfred and Lisa Schlaich, Amber graduated from St. Vincent’s College in Bridgeport with an Associate of
Science in Nursing degree and is officially a registered nurse. She will now attend Sacred Heart University to get her
Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree.
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DORCAS GUILD
Comfort creations blessed; meeting schedule resumes in September
On Sunday, May 15, the front pews were draped with lap robes, prayer shawls and Baptismal
blankets. These beautiful works of the Dorcas Guild were blessed by Pastor during the service. A
special donation was taken, and with the generosity of our congregation $390.00 was donated
between that Sunday and the end of May. The Dorcas Guild also received $250.00 from Thrivent.
Thank you for supporting the works of the Dorcas Guild.
Beginning in September the Dorcas Guild will resume its twice-monthly gatherings, on the second
and fourth Thursday of every month, from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., in the Conference Room here at Holy
Cross. If you are interested in joining, learning a new talent or just to say hello please join them!
---SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMISSION

DISCIPLESHIP REPORT
Director gives update on activities and announces Annual Picnic date
Quite a few people attended the Celebration Sunday potluck on May 15. We know it was short notice, but it came
together nicely. Thank you to everyone who helped with food, set up and clean up. Right now we are in the planning
stages for a few different events, as well as the annual picnic. If any of these events interest
you, and you would like to help with any of them, please let me know by placing a note in the
Discipleship mailbox outside the office.
First, I would like to announce that the Annual Picnic will be held after the 10:30 service
(approximately noon) on September 18. The theme will be “Treasure Island.” At present time,
we are still in the planning stages, but it already looks like it will be a fun time. Sabine Bonnar is
the creative consultant and all are welcome to join in the planning or running of the picnic.
Tickets will go on sale in August.
We also have a few fun fellowship activities that we are fleshing out. For example, a “Sip & Paint” with Sabine Bonnar, an
antique seminar with Otto Atkinson, and another family coloring event. Plans for the Sip & Paint event have actually been made –
see the article from Sherry Duff-Schaivone on Page 4. Watch for the sign-up sheets and announcements for further details on
these events. If any of you have another idea or would like to help with any of these activities, please let me know.
From all of the Discipleship Commission, we wish you a safe, happy, and wonderful summer! 
---JAMES ATKINSON
Discipleship Commission Director

COVENANT TO CARE FOR CHILDREN
Your generous response will be appreciated for back-to school project, kicking off in mid-July
The annual collection of backpacks and school supplies for Covenant to Care for Children will get underway by the
second or third Sunday of July. The DCF social worker that Holy Cross supports, Mimose Ulysse-Laurenard, currently
has 22 school-aged children in her caseload and we will provide each one with a backpack filled with enough school
supplies to get them through the 2016-2017 school year.
Please look for the large display board with pockets filled with 3-by-5 “shopping cards” for all sorts of school supply items.
Each card will list the specific item needed…items ranging from backpacks, pencils and pens, glue sticks and pocket
folders, crayons and markers, rulers and binders, and much more. The display board will remain in the
narthex through the due date of all items – August 14. If you wish to make a donation of a backpack and/or
school supplies, just take the appropriate “shopping cards” from the poster and return your donation by
August 14. If you are unable to shop but would like to make a monetary donation for this project, you may
make a check out to Holy Cross Lutheran, and write “Cov to Care” in the memo section. Monetary donations may be put in
the Covenant to Care mailbox (bottom row, far right).
Thank you in advance for your very loving response to help our church’s adopted social worker as she works with children
of all ages who are unfortunately removed from their home and placed into the DCF system.
Yours in Christ,
---MARY SCHROCK
Covenant to Care for Children Liaison
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WE ARE FAMILY
This column is devoted to family news about Holy Cross members and friends. Please turn in items to the newsletter box.
Every so often, as you read the Connecticut Post newspaper, a familiar name or face will pop up, as was the
case on Sunday, May 22, when our very own Pat Deloge was pictured on the front page of the Sunday
Business section. Pat was featured because she was the recipient of the Nightingale Award for Excellence,
an award that recognizes nurses throughout Connecticut for dedication, commitment and generous
contributions in the field of nursing. Pat is a nursing supervisor at Masonicare in Newtown. She also serves
as a parish nurse here at Holy Cross. Congratulations to Pat!
Congratulations to Ryan Rojas, Emily Struzik and Kai Wismar, who completed two years of
Confirmation instruction and took part in the Rite of Confirmation during worship on June 5. During this
Rite of Confirmation, these young people publicly professed faith in the Triune God, promising to follow
Jesus and live as faithful Christians. As they received God’s blessing and the prayers of the
congregation, they were reminded that they will continue to grow in Christ throughout their lives, as none
of us ever finishes growing as God’s Child!
June 12 was a special day for Joanne Bogen, Peter Messerschmitt, Jessica Nyitrai and Joey
Vaitkus as they were welcomed to the Lord’s Table to celebrate Holy Communion for the first
time. We pray that these young people will remain faithful to Christ and to His Church, finding joy
and strength in His body and blood, the signs of His love for the world.
God’s blessings to three young couples who had their babies Baptized on June 19—
At the 9 a.m. service Brad and Christina (Senft) Batoh and their families rejoiced as the Batohs brought
their infant daughter Clara Tess Batoh to the waters of Holy Baptism. Clara’s sponsors are close
friends to the Batoh couple, Vincent and Joan Ciotti. Following the worship service on that day, the
Kravecs family celebrated a dual Baptism ceremony. Justin and Jocelyn (Kravecs) Knight brought
their infant son Damon Robert Knight and Robert and Kristen Kravecs, III brought their 3-year-old
daughter Norah Shea Kravecs to the waters of Holy Baptism. Damon’s sponsors are his Dad’s
cousin, Nathan Halstead, and his Mom’s cousin, Lori Hummel. Norah’s sponsors are her uncle, Justin Knight, and
her aunt, Kelly Ann Coleman. We welcome these children – Clara Tess, Damon Robert and Norah Shea – into the Family of
God, through the life-giving waters of Holy Baptism, and look forward to the new relationship we will have with them.

COMMUNITY SUPPER
Serve the Lord by serving the needy a welcome meal
“I am so hungry. I’ve been working all day. I had someone drive me over so I’d be on time,” panted a young lady as she
sprinted into the St. John’s Episcopal dining area as we were closing up. Eighty-six meals were served on June 7. Diane
Hintz Schyhol, Anna Schaaf and Helen Harper from Grace Lutheran-Stratford were joined by Holy
Cross’ Nancy Sabol to cook the meal. At. 4:30, Marissa and Alexis Rodriguez arrived to cut ham
while Anna Mae Berger put out water pitchers and cups. We welcomed a new server – Angie
Schiavone. She was joined by Sherry Duff-Schaivone, Savi Semon (Grace-Stratford), and Jorge and
Pastor Wismar.
As you know, Holy Cross is responsible for buying the food, preparing and serving the meal on the
first Tuesday of the month at St. John’s Episcopal. The next two community suppers for which Holy Cross is responsible
for cooking and serving are on Tuesday, July 5, and Tuesday, August 2. If you can volunteer your time, please put your
name on the sheet found on the narthex table.
---DAVID and MARY ANN SCHILLER

General Memorial Fund
In memory of Irene Pritchard,
twin sister of Matilda Jacobs
Anita Beer
Matilda Jacobs
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COMFORT DOG MINISTRY
Sunday, August 14, set aside for special focus on Addie and Leah
Come join us on August 14, for Comfort Dog Sunday! There will be a Meet & Greet with Addie and Leah, and Jen Marr
will talk about this special ministry. If you are so moved you can give a donation to Immanuel Lutheran Comfort Dogs in
the white and red box as you leave worship that day.
The Comfort Dogs and their handlers respond when called! Eleven Lutheran Church Charities K-9 Comfort Dogs arrived
in Orlando following the tragedy on June 12 to comfort the hospital staff, first responders and wounded. Leah's Bible
verse is 2 Corinthians 4:7 – it's amazing in our travels how many people love this verse!
Prior to Holy Cross’ Comfort Dog Sunday, we will attend the Lutheran Church Charities
conference, which will be held July 27-30 in Northbrook, Illinois. We are excited to meet all the
Comfort Dog teams from around the country and to continue our training. Recently the Nebraska
team from Trinity Lutheran Fremont came to Connecticut with Leah’s sister Katie and her three
handlers just in time to celebrate their 2nd birthdays! We had a BBQ and took them to several
events. They were just fantastic and we are so blessed to have met them. Looking forward to
seeing them again at conference!
Recently we have taken Leah to New Prospects in Bridgeport, Bethel Health Care, the wake for SGT Fernando Moreno
Rivas, Jessica Rekos Governors Guard special event, Club Comfort functions, a request to visit a child recovering from an
injury in Stamford, and a presentation at New Milford High School followed by a meet and greet in the “Green Wave”
room. The following paragraphs give details about each of these ministry occasions.
New Prospects is an intensive residential rehabilitation program in Bridgeport that offers treatment for adult men and
women who are experiencing difficulties with substance dependence and a concurrent psychiatric disorder. W e are so
blessed to be part of their therapy. The clients of New Prospects are so excited when we arrive. We rotate and see the
“guys” one week and the “ladies” the next. We recently were asked to attend a group session and to participate. The
questions were: what is one of our coping methods, what is one of the things we miss most, and what is one thing we
could start doing for fun. What would be your answers?
New Milford High School was our first power-point presentation. We were told only six kids had signed up. When the
presentation began the chairs were set up for more than a
100! Everyone loves the dogs!! They were all so receptive
and we even got to attend a class after.
Attending the wake for SGT Fernando Moreno Rivas made us
very proud. SGT Rivas, a medic in the armed forces, died in a
car accident on Route 8. A soldier was standing guard at his
casket and we stood outside as those entered.
The Jessica Rekos event was a lot of fun but the weather was
so cold. We attended with Comfort Dog Teams from Newtown
and North Boston! Lots of pony rides as Jessica loved horses
and whales.
Bethel Health Care is a new assignment and the residents just
really look forward to seeing the dogs. Currently Addie is
coming with us and she is just wonderful with the residents.
A shout-out to D.J. Senft, who came as a ministry partner to
the special request visit in Stamford.

“You say it’s your birthday!! It’s my birthday too!”
Perhaps that’s what Comfort Dogs Katie and Leah said
to each other when they celebrated their 2nd birthdays.
Left to right, above, are Katie, Leah and Addie, who
were together for this birthday celebration.

Please continue to keep this ministry, handlers and ministry
partners in your prayers.
---CINDY CICCIA & KATHRYN STRUZIK
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IN THE MAILBAG
From Karen Geffert
Dear Holy Cross Family,
I want to thank you for your
prayers,
cards
and
flowers
expressing wishes for my full
recovery after my stroke. I am
especially grateful for those who
visited me during
my rehabilitation
stay, for the offers
of assistance in
support of Kerry
and Amy, and for
the
beautiful
healing
shawl
given by the ladies of Dorcas
Guild. I credit my recovery to God’s
mercy and promises of healing:
“The LORD sustains them on their
sickbed and restores them from
their bed of illness.” Psalm 41:3.
Your sister in Christ,
---KAREN GEFFERT

LOCAL FOOD PANTRY
The Trumbull Food Pantry
needs OUR help!
The Trumbull Food Pantry is in
need of small laundry detergent,
dish soap, toiletries,
napkins,
canned
fruit, canned meat,
jelly, baking mix and
pasta sauce. The
collection box is in
the narthex. Please help us help
our community.
---SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMISSION

BULLETINS FROM ABROAD
If you are away from your Holy
Cross family and worship at
another church, drop off the
service bulletin
in the newsletter
box. It will be
interesting
to
see where our members are
traveling during the summer
months. In mid-May we received
one bulletin:
Cindy Ciccia, who worshiped at
Immanuel Lutheran-Danbury.

PASTA DINNER
Saturday, September 10
5:30 to 7:00 p.m.
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
Froehlich Fellowship Hall
Our menu will be Pasta served with
Marinara and Meatballs, Salad,
Bread, Dessert and Beverage
Adults--$10;

Children (ages 6 to 12)--$5;

Children 5 & under--free;

Maximum $30 per family

One-quart jars of Marinara sauce

will be available for purchase: $5 per jar

This event benefits the Holy Cross parsonage-loan repayment

Everyone is Welcome!
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CLOTHING DONATIONS
Be a “light” by supporting the
Light on the Hill Clothes Closet
It’s easy! Just drop off your gentlyused donation of summer clothing in
the box in the narthex and we will
deliver
your
clothing
to
the
Summerfield United Methodist Clothes
Closet in Bridgeport.
---SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMISSION

THANKS A BUNCH!
This column recognizes the gifts of time and talent our church members provide to do God’s work in our church and
community. If you have an item to include in this monthly “thank you” column, please jot it down and put it in the
“newsletter” mailbox.
To Carol Burns for coordinating the Holy Cross efforts at the Annual Crop Walk.
To the Holy Cross members who helped with either shopping, cooking or serving at the
June 7 Community Supper at St. John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport: Anna Mae Berger, Sherry
Duff-Schaivone, Alexis Rodriguez, Marissa Rodriguez, Nancy Sabol, Angie
Schaivone, David and Mary Ann Schiller, Jorge Wismar and Pastor Wismar.
To Linda Suhr for giving of her time one morning a week to help in the church office.

H
Heerree iiss yyoouurr ooppppoorrttuunniittyy ttoo hhaavvee aa ssaayy iinn H
Hoollyy C
Crroossss’’ ffuuttuurree..
Come, contribute, help guide the future of your congregation. Three Sundays in July
have been set aside for identifying goals for each of our commissions. Meetings will
occur immediately after worship services. You can contribute an hour for the benefit
of your congregation, can’t you?
July 3 – Leadership, Discipleship and Education
July 10 – Evangelism, Social Ministry and Shepherds
July 17 – Finance, Property and Worship
July 24 – Any make-ups
For more information on the process, read Pastor’s cover article. Seriously, it’s time
to step up.
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HCLC 2016 PICTORIAL DIRECTORY
Additional directories – our church’s handy resource – are still available
We have a limited number of additional directories available for purchase ($5 to cover our
cost). If you’re interested, please contact me by e-mail or phone: djsdilalla@gmail.com or
203-926-0927.
The HCLC 2016 Pictorial Directory, produced through Lifetouch Church Directories, includes a
welcome by Pastor Wismar, photos representing 73 individuals/families, HCLC staff photos, a
roster of all Holy Cross members, a brief history of Holy Cross and many candid photos taken by
members mostly during the last five years. There are also some photos dating back to the 1950s!
Our three Pastoral Shepherds are represented as well. This handy resource will hopefully help to
put names and faces together and strengthen relationships within our church family. And for our
newer members who may not be familiar with these candid photos, it’s an opportunity to have a
conversation with some of the long-time members. They’d love to share stories with you!
---DONNA DILALLA

Save the date!

Saturday, November 12
RUNNING THE RACE
In honor of this summer’s Olympic Games
During three Olympic Games, American triathlete
Hunter Kemper never placed higher than seventh. But
his athletic performance never defined him. “Whether
I win a gold medal or not, I get my character as a
person from my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,”
Kemper said. “That’s who I’ll always
be, and therefore I can never be let
down. You can never be let down if
your faith is in the Lord.”
Kemper, now 40, said, “Trust in the
Lord, and He’ll give you the
strength to be on top. And if you
don’t end up on top, that’s okay too. Ultimately for me,
I want to run my race … and give [God] credit, whether
in victory or defeat.”
Reprinted with permission from
The Newsletter Newsletter © 2016

Do you know that for
the next few months we
will be supporting the
Trumbull Food Pantry
with non-perishable
foods and personal
toiletries?
---Simple facts from our
Social Ministry Commission

CHURCH CHUCKLES
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CELEBRATING JULY BIRTHDAYS
July 1:
July 2:
July 5:
July 6:
July 7:
July 8:
July 9:
July 10:
July 13:
July 16:
July 17:
July 18:

Karli Chirgwin
Colin Burke
Allison Mazabras, Judith Webster
Penelope Fernous, Robert Kravecs, Jr.
Edith Skoog
Justin Fanning
Logan Deloge
Karl Dale
July 21:
Jacob Nyitrai
July 23:
Marie Morris
Cindy Ciccia, Gunther Naumann
July 27:
Grace Ely, Stephanie Liptack,
Amanda Sjoblom
July 19: Tom Deloge
July 31:
July 20: Charlene Hron Weigle
Lauren Janssen
Jon Testani

William Becker
Joelle Schrock
Bill Skoog
Lorraine Finch
Keith Janssen
Michele Van Wart
Tillie Jacobs
John Roman

CELEBRATING AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
August 2:
August 3:
August 4:
August 5:
August 6:
August 8:
August 11:

August 12:
August 13:
August 15:
August 18:

James Belasco
Nate Helminger
Robert Solaz
Ulrich Danne
Spencer Hodges
Ashley Testani
Adelaide Fernous
Pastor Wismar
Rachel Dennerlein
Julia Antoniou
Daisy Benson
Jackie Dale
Wendy Bogle
Kristine Liptack
Peter Harris
Judith Chirgwin
Donna DiLalla
Jake Hackney
Stella Hackney

August 19: Tim Morris
August 20: Norah Kravecs
August 21: Tim Benson, Jr.
Kimberley Ferro
David Schiller
August 23: Karen Rohleder
August 24: Natalie Benson
August 25: Paul Vaitkus
August 27: Sami Sederquest
August 28: Ashley Gomes
Eric Boivie
August 30: Liz Alesevich
Carl Mazabras
Gretchen Sather
August 31: Bobby Hughes
Kerry Hughes
Debbie Riccio
Andrew Sylling

