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WISMAR’S WISDOM
Dear Members and Friends of Holy Cross,
Hello everyone! I hope you all have had a good, healthy, enjoyable – and perhaps even restful – summer. As we start
to turn to the season ahead, we are now just entering into the third and final phase in the creation of our church family’s
new strategic plan: Build Plan & Execute. Phase 1, back in the beginning of April, was the rollout of the plan itself.
This initial phase could be equated with an airplane taxiing down the runway and taking off. Phase 2 is where we spent
the majority of time in developing our plan, just as the majority of a flight is spent cruising along, heading toward the
final destination. And now, here in Phase 3, we are getting ready for the landing. When it comes to flying, the landing
is one of the most important and critical times of all the hours spent in flight. So too with our strategic plan: All the time
and effort put in over the past several months is now going to touch down and it’s up to us to make sure that we land
our plan(e) safely and effectively. We are going to need everyone’s help and effort – your help and effort – if we are
going to be successful.
With this in mind, in the weeks ahead, the leadership of the congregation will be meeting
together to take a look at and walk through all of the goals that have been worked on
and formulated thus far – making sure they are all “SMART” (Specific, Measurable,
Achievable, Relevant and Time specific) and line up with our mission, vision, core
values and strategic objectives. This will be completed by the end of this month. Once
we have all of our final goals in hand, we come to the biggest and most important step.
This step will involve you and will make or break the extent to which our strategic plan
(and all of our efforts thus far) will be successful. This is the step where we link each
one of our goals with an action plan – more precisely, with specific individuals and
teams that will be responsible with making sure our goals happen and are met.
As your pastor, I am responsible for making sure that our strategic plan is implemented and that the goals we are
setting come to fruition. The leaders of this congregation are also responsible for the same. However, ultimately,
the responsibility lies with all of us. Each of us is responsible to see that we attain the goals we have set for
ourselves as we strive toward realizing the vision that the Holy Spirit, after much prayer and deliberation, has placed
on our hearts and charged us with here at Holy Cross: “We will live together as the body of Christ: a loving family
actively engaged with one another, our community and the world.” Our gracious Lord willing and to His glory,
may we be blessed to be and do exactly that!
See you in worship!
Pastor Wismar
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Monday, September 5 – Labor Day (CHURCH/PRESCHOOL CLOSED)

For Our Readers:
The Holy Cross Word
is best viewed in its
full-color format
at the church website,
holycrosstrumbull.org

Tuesday, September 6
5:00 p.m. – Holy Cross serves Community Supper
at St. John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport
Thursday, September 8
7:00 p.m. – Board of Directors’ meeting
Saturday, September 10
5:30 p.m. – Pasta Dinner
Sunday, September 11
8:00 and 10:30 a.m. – Two-service Worship schedule resumes
9:15 a.m. –
Sunday School resumes

Like Holy Cross
on Facebook!
After you “Like” us, you’ll
see postings of upcoming
events, pictures from events
and other notices.

Monday, September 12
7:45 p.m. – Holy Cross Choir rehearsals resume
Sunday, September 18
9:30 a.m. – Adult Bible Class resumes
Noon –
ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC,
immediately following the late service
Saturday, November 12
9:30 a.m. – Seventh Annual Breakfast & Artists

DO SOMETHING!
Words penned by
Benjamin Franklin
“The man who achieves makes
many mistakes, but he never
makes the biggest mistake of all:
doing nothing.”
Reprinted with permission from
The Newsletter Newsletter © 2016

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH—LCMS
5995 Main Street, Trumbull, CT 06611
Pastor’s Study Phone: 203-268-7555; Pastor’s E-mail: pastor@holycrosstrumbull.com
Office Phone: 203-268-4555; Church Office E-mail: office@holycrosstrumbull.com
Website: www.holycrosstrumbull.org
Christian Preschool Phone: 203-268-6471 E-mail: preschool@holycrosstrumbull.com

Worship Services – Sundays: Sept. 4 @ 9 a.m.; Beginning Sept. 11 @ 8 and 10:30 a.m.
Second and Fourth Mondays of the month: 7 p.m.
PASTOR: Eric A. Wismar
MUSIC DIRECTOR: Michael J. Gilbertson
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ PRESIDENT: Kerry Geffert
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ VICE-PRESIDENT: Michele Van Wart
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ SECRETARY: Jeannie Mones
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ TREASURER: Greg Dowling
NEWSLETTER MANAGING EDITOR: Cliff Schrock
NEWSLETTER PRODUCTION: Mary Schrock

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Holy Cross congregation is to carry out the Great Commission of our Lord (Matthew 28:18-20).
We will share the love and forgiveness of Our Lord Jesus Christ with one another, our community and the whole
world so that we can take part in the joyous privilege of “making disciples of all nations” through the power of the
preaching and teaching the Word of God, administering His Sacraments, and joining together in service fellowship
according to the confessional standard of the Lutheran Church (Article III).

NEWSLETTER NOTES
Our next deadline is…
The next issue of The Holy Cross
Word is the October edition. The
deadline for articles is Thursday,
September 15.
Please take
note of this
deadline and
plan ahead to
publicize events or share news with
your fellow Holy Cross members.
You can submit articles to the
newsletter mailbox, located outside
the church office, or send them via
e-mail to:
office@holycrosstrumbull.com.
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PASTA DINNER
Saturday, September 10
5:30 to 7:00 p.m.

Holy Cross Lutheran Church—Froehlich Fellowship Hall
Our menu will be Pasta served with Marinara and Meatballs,
Salad, Bread, Dessert and Beverage
Adults--$10; Children (ages 6 to 12)--$5; Children 5 & under--free; Maximum $30 per family
One-quart jars of Marinara sauce will be available for purchase: $5 per jar
This event benefits the Holy Cross parsonage-loan repayment

Everyone is Welcome!
LOCAL FOOD PANTRY
The Trumbull Food Pantry needs OUR help!
The current needs for the Trumbull Food Pantry are:
 Condiments (completely out of stock)
 Juice boxes (completely out of stock)
 Salad dressing
 Canned fruit
The collection box is in the narthex. PLEASE help us
help our community.
---SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMISSION
[Editor’s Note: See the letter of appreciation and
thanks that was sent to our congregation from
Trumbull Social Services, on Page 5.]

JUNIOR CHOIR
Children and youth can make
a difference with their voices
Parents of children and youth—do your children love to
sing? Do they like to be part of a group? Beginning in
October, save the 1st and 3rd Monday at 7 p.m. for our
new Junior Choir rehearsals. This is a wonderful
opportunity to have incredible teachers help your
child(ren) develop a new appreciation for music. Look for
further details in our church bulletin in the weeks ahead.
---LYDIA STRUZIK
Worship Commission Director
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Sunday, September 11
Our regular two-service Sunday schedule resumes,
with services at both 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Mondays, September 12 and September 26
Service at 7 p.m.
Note: Monday worship is ONLY on the second and fourth Mondays
Both services will celebrate Holy Communion
DISCIPLESHIP REPORT
Events are lined up to the end of the year – be a part of the fellowship
I hope you all had a very nice summer. Now that fall is almost here and school and Sunday school are
back in session, we can plan the rest of our year. As I’m sure you all know, our Annual Picnic is Sunday,
September 18. If you haven’t gotten your tickets there is still time to sign up. The theme is Treasure Island.
We always have a great time with delicious food and wonderful activities, not to mention the fantastic
fellowship. We on the Discipleship Committee hope to see you all there.
In October, Otto Atkinson will be holding another antiques seminar. Whether you are knowledgeable or don’t know anything
about antiques, Otto will be able to educate you. He has spent most of his life collecting, admiring and researching antiques.
I’m sure a good time will be had by all. A sign-up sheet will be put out sometime in September, and more information will
follow.
A November event will either be another “coloring time” or a card-making event. If it’s a card-making
event, the participants will be making blank cards to send to our military personnel, who then will
have cards to send home to their friends and loved ones. At present time we are still planning the
details for the November activity.
December is a busy month for Discipleship. On December 4 we will have the gingerbread house-making event for families.
This coincides with the decorating of the church. We also will be having four Advent soup suppers this year. The first one
will be on Wednesday, November 30, with the last one on December 21. The soup suppers are very well attended and the
soups are delicious.
In closing, I would like to pass along one of our Smart Goals that we have developed. We (Discipleship) will have one
activity every month to help promote fellowship in our church. We hope to see you at one or more of these events.
God bless you all,
---JAMES ATKINSON
Discipleship Commission Director
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PRESIDENT’S JOURNAL
Hard to condense a convention’s actions into 482 words, but here it is!
“Upon This Rock: Repent, Confess, Rejoice” – the theme. 1,500 attendees of whom approximately 1,100 were voting
delegates. Five days. 151 resolutions and 91 elections. Exhibits, Comfort Dogs, worship services, an outing at Concordia
University-Wisconsin and some receptions. In a nutshell, that was the 2016 66th Regular Convention of the Lutheran
Church – Missouri Synod. But it was so much more than that.
It is not possible to share all the convention proceedings in this short article. Instead I offer some of my bigger takeaways.
However, I also have prepared a longer, more thorough recap of the convention. Copies of my full recap are available on
the narthex table, or by request (president@holycrosstrumbull.com).











The worldwide stature of the LCMS continues to grow. Varied levels of recognition have been developed
with churches in Norway, Chile, Guatemala, Uruguay, Venezuela and Kazakhstan. Domestically we are
entering conversations with the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, the Evangelical Lutheran Synod, the
Anglican Church in North America and the North American Lutheran Church.
Outreach to the unchurched continues as a focus through church planting, and especially
among immigrants and refugees, Hispanics, Hmong and Muslims. The number of LCMS
missionaries continues to grow, as well as the potential through the LCMS’s three wellregarded international schools in Hong Kong, Shanghai and Hanoi.
Concern about religious freedom is significant. In particular, legislation and rulings
regarding gender issues threaten the religious autonomy of our churches, our pastors,
our parochial institutions and preschools, and our LCMS universities. The LCMS is
taking a strong, unwavering stance on these matters. Opposition was also expressed
for the compulsory service of women in the military, and especially in combat. In related
resolutions, the body reaffirmed Lutheran doctrine on marriage while showing
compassion for God’s children.
Unity of practice is important to many of our fellow LCMS brethren. Passed resolutions
addressed common liturgy and practice of the Lord’s Supper, the use of the Catechisms
and “commendation” on the roles of men and women in the church.
Ordained clergy and licensed lay deacons received attention, both in the doctrinal qualifications of pastors
as well as the routes by which one may become ordained. “Ecclesiastical supervision” was the most debated
topic though it is one with which we will likely never have any interaction.
Stewardship. All levels of the LCMS need more “cheerful and voluntary giving.”
Resources for celebrating the 500th anniversary of the Reformation will be available, as well as outreach
resources.

It was a blessing and an honor to represent Holy Cross and our circuit. For this first-time lay delegate it was a glimpse into
the inner workings, the politics (positive and less positive) and the ultimate strength of our synod. We might have different
perspectives on matters, but begin a musical introduction to the Te Deum or A Mighty Fortress and suddenly differences
melt into a united front built upon a strong Lutheran foundation. Soli Deo Gloria!
In His Service,
---KERRY GEFFERT
Holy Cross President

IN THE MAILBAG
From Trumbull Social Services
Dear Holy Cross Parishioners,
On behalf of the Trumbull Social Service Food Pantry, we would like to extend our warmest thanks and
appreciation to you for your food items to benefit the food pantry. Thank you so much for your continued
support of our food pantry. Your donations have had a positive impact on our Trumbull community.
Thank you so much! Sincerely,
---JENNIFER GILLIS and JANE HORTON
Trumbull Social Services
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Stalactites, stalagmites and geodes, oh my! Cave theme helps children follow Jesus
From August 8-12, Holy Cross hosted a Cave Quest adventure! This year’s Vacation Bible School program consisted of a staff
of 37 and an enrollment of 51 students. We had five Bible buddies to lead us each day in our Bible stories, themes and verses!
That, coupled with five fantastic stations to rotate through, taught us our VBS theme: Following Jesus, the Light of the World!
Each day, students came together for an opening where we collected the mission offering, heard the
daily story and prayed. On Monday, we learned from Sal the Salamander that Jesus gives us hope.
John 1 and Isaiah 9 showed us how the prophets foretold the light of the world. Tuesday, we learned
from Mawtha the Moth that Jesus gives us courage. Matthew 14 showed us how Jesus and Peter walked
on water. On Wednesday, we learned from Radar the Bat that Jesus gives us direction. Matthew 5-7
showed us how Jesus sheds some light on how we should live with the Sermon on
the Mount. Thursday, we learned from Olivia the Owl that Jesus gives us love. Luke 23-24 showed us
how Jesus died on the cross and came back to life to take away all of our sins because He loves us that
much. We wrapped up the week on Friday learning from Ray the Glow Worm that Jesus gives us power.
Acts 1 showed us Jesus’ ascension and how Jesus empowered His followers to spread the light, just like
He empowers us!
After the opening, the students broke into age groups to rotate through our five stations: Crafts, Imagination/Science,
Music, Snack Break and Outdoor Play. In Crafts, they made exciting projects such as prayer boxes, painted rocks and
spinning wheels, to name a few. In the Science/Imagination Station, students shone flashlights, flew flyers and played
with goo, among other activities. In Music, the students
practiced many songs for our closing program, which were
accompanied by sign language. In the Snack Break
station, students watched video clips about real families
who needed God and who saw first-hand just how God
provided the light in their challenging darkness. Finally,
in Outdoor Play, students expended their energy via
organized games and parachute play. The kids enjoyed
a fantastic five-station-switch every day!
Following the stations each
day, students returned to the
sanctuary for a closing
session. Here they reviewed
the daily Bible verse, saw
how their mission offerings
grew and prayed together.
The greatest part of the
closing was when the mission
chart was revealed! Our light
filled up the cave more and
more with each passing day!
The excitement that these
kids showed about raising
money for a good cause was
truly humbling. This year’s
mission – Group Cares’
Operation Kid-to-Kid – helped
North American families to
rebuild their homes after
natural disasters destroyed them. A beautiful closing program of student
songs, daily recaps and a blessing given by Pastor closed out a lovely week.
And, of course, our favorite tradition…the ice cream truck brought smiles to
everyone’s face!
All in all, VBS was a great success and our staff was the reason why. I want to
give a personal thank you to the staff of our Cave Quest VBS who gave of their
“VBS,” continues on page 7

Above, the Grade 4-5 group visits the
Craft Station to make a “Light of the
World” wall hanging featuring the Bible
verse, “I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will never walk in
darkness.” Included in the group are
Holy Cross members Carol Hughes (girl
on left/yellow shirt), Jack Messerschmitt
(fourth from left/purple shirt) and Gavin
Dowling (fifth from left/blue shirt).
Craft Station leader Lorraine Finch
gives the kids directions, while helper
Joanne Bogen observes.
Left, Blake Deloge and Riley Riccio
wear protective cave-dweller helmets
while breaking up geodes during the
Science Station on the first day of VBS.
Breaking the geodes was to show that
the inside of each rock is unique,
just like God made each of us.
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time and energies to make this week so great! Thank you
to: Sarah Derivan, Peter Messerschmitt, Lorraine Finch,
Sammi Lindell, Kristen Messerschmitt, Edith and Billie
Skoog, Michael Derivan, Archana Ajay, Julianne Nyitrai,
Navya Ajay, Halle Hwang, Roselynn Tattil, Victoria
Hwang, Jenna DeLucia, Carly Russell, Joanne Bogen,
Miharu Wismar, Emily Struzik, Karina Warchick, Matthew
Farelly, Sheryl John, Cole Dowling, Sarah Jane Carlson,
Jessica Nyitrai, Henry Carlson, Pat Farelly, Alexandra
Baratta, Morgan Lindell, Emily Rentz, Ethan Rentz, Luke
Wismar, Pat Deloge, Karina Warchick, Emma Gentry,
and Hugh Carlson, as well as all of the parents who
donated snacks and juice.
Their dedication and
enthusiasm is greatly appreciated beyond words.
In conclusion, this week truly was a blessing as we
journeyed through VBS and discovered just how much
God’s light conquers all! The parents consistently praised
our program and our efforts.
We are giving the
community a brilliant gift and the opportunity to grow and
learn in Christ. We should be proud of our achievements
each year. Next year we hope to continue this
valuable outreach, but I can’t do it alone! I look
forward to working with everyone again and invite
new helpers to join us in the unforgettable fun!
Look for VBS 2017 information next spring!
---KIMBERLY ATKINSON
VBS Director

Every morning of VBS the children and their
parents were greeted with smiles!
Above, helpers Emily Struzik (left) and
Karina Warchick made sure every child
received his or her name badge before going
into the sanctuary for the opening session.
Below, the children are singing – and signing –
a song during Friday’s closing program.

THRIVENT FINANCIAL NEWS
Choice Dollars program benefits our church, but only if members remember to designate
Thanks to our Thrivent members, during July Holy Cross received $1,567 in Thrivent Choice Dollars. Every few months
Thrivent advises its members how many Choice Dollars they have available to direct to an enrolled congregation/charity –
and Holy Cross is on the list of enrolled congregations. So a given month’s Choice Dollars total, such as July’s $1,567, is
not an average of a typical month’s total. Also, unfortunately, this timely announcement of dollars available is only done by
e-mail. So members who are not e-mail users will not learn of their Choice Dollars total for 2016 until sometime during the
first quarter of 2017. At that time Thrivent says it mails out a single announcement of a member’s Choice Dollar amount if
there has been no previous response.
Members should phone Thrivent from time to time and inquire about their Choice Dollars balance. The number is 1-800847-4836 (or 1-800-THRIVEN). Ask for Member Services when prompted. All 2016 dollars will expire as of March 31,
2017. If you have any questions or comments, you may phone your Thrivent representative or phone the corporate office
at the number above. Your attention to this program is important to Holy Cross.
---DON MEYER
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FLOWER-ARRANGING WORKSHOP
Colorful arrays are produced with a
promise to make more in the fall
A flower-arranging workshop was held in the Fellowship
Hall on Saturday, August 13. Seven ladies attended and
seemed to have a good time. Each participant brought with
them some store-bought or garden flowers and two
small/medium-size containers for their arrangements. Jim
and Lorraine Finch also provided four buckets of flowers
from their garden. The participants learned about color,
height and placement of the flowers in each container. We
even recycled some of the empty containers from the
eternal light candle and used them for vases. The women
placed their own arrangement in those vases between the
candles along with the two dedicated vases at the altar. It
truly looked like a summer flower garden that Sunday. We
decided that we would have another workshop in October
and make fall and holiday arrangements.
---EDITH SKOOG

A beautiful array of flower
arrangements adorned the
altar on August 14, the day
after a flower-arranging
workshop was held. Two
of the participants, Donna
Senft and D.J. Senft (photo
at far left) sort through
flowers as they put their
arrangements together,
and D.J. shows her
finished project. Voila!

Saturday, November 12, from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Guest Speaker: Reverend Terry Wilcox
Executive Director Bridgeport Rescue Mission
Mission: Bridgeport Rescue Mission fights poverty from the inside out as it embraces poor and
addicted with the compassion of Christ, offering hope and healing for a changed life.
Vision: To excel in the provision of food, shelter, clothing, education, job training
and residential discipleship for the urban poor and addicted.
Open to the public with a suggested donation of $10. Tickets will go on sale October 23.
Calling all artists! Contact Edith Skoog if you would like to show your talents.
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COMMUNITY SUPPER
Serve the Lord by serving the needy a welcome meal through our monthly commitment at St. John’s
“Have a blessed day and why not? Everyone should have a blessed day…and smile all day long.” That was the
“sermonette-like” greeting of a client at the beginning of the Community Supper at St. John’s Episcopal on July 5. Thankfully,
the afternoon began with lots of volunteers (Lorraine Finch and Barbara White from Holy Cross and Helen and Jon Harper,
Anna Schaaf and Diane Hintz-Schyhol from Grace-Stratford). The hall where dinner is served was still set up for Sunday
worship because the St. John’s sexton had suddenly quit working. So our people helped set up tables and chairs in addition
to preparing the food. Midway through the afternoon a volunteer from the Bridgeport Community
Gardens brought in a donation of collards and bok choy to distribute. A precocious 3-year-old girl
attends regularly each month. She sits near our serving table and interacts with our servers when
the line dwindles. She shared her Elmo Sing-Along Book with our servers on this day.
“Ham?” inquired a Holy Cross server. “My middle name is Ham. Of course, I’ll have ham!” responded
the client. “Do you have any jokes too?” questioned the server. The quick-witted client then said,
“Which came first? The chicken or the egg?” “The chicken,” answered the server, to which the client
said, “It really doesn’t matter. It just proves the existence of God.” What a fun interaction. Earlier in the afternoon of August 2,
nine volunteers bustled around the kitchen. Everything was done in record time by Holy Cross members Lorraine Finch,
Kendra Norman and Nancy Sabol and Grace-Stratford members Miranda, Mina and Peggy Fernandez, Helen Harper, Anna
Schaaf and Diane Hintz Schyhol. Someone had brought in lots of summer squash and cucumbers from their garden. So
we offered pickles or cucumber. We offered two vegetables: broccoli or summer squash. While early-comers arrived to cut
ham, the summer squash was cooked al dente, and we made pasta and meatballs. Four people had need of the pasta and
meatballs meal for religious reasons and two of them returned for seconds. We served 102 meals.
Thanks to these people who served at either the July or August supper—or at both: Anna Mae Berger, Sherry DuffSchaivone, Kerry Geffert, Jim Leslie, Marivic and Nicole Sauer, Angie Schaivone, Cliff and Mary Schrock and Laurie Vaitkus.
Soon David and I will have done the leadership of Community Supper for 10 years. It is time to pass the baton on to
someone else. Please step forward if you can, as this important outreach has the full support of Holy Cross and Grace
Lutheran and needs to continue.
Holy Cross is responsible for buying the food, preparing and serving the meal on the first Tuesday of the month at St. John’s
Episcopal. The next community supper for which Holy Cross is responsible for cooking and serving is on Tuesday,
September 6. A sign-up sheet is on the narthex table for volunteers to indicate if they will prepare/cook or serve.
---DAVID and MARY ANN SCHILLER

BIBLE STUDY TESTIMONIAL
Making the case for attendance at Holy Cross Bible classes/studies
Dear Fellow Holy Cross Members,
Well, September is upon us, which causes us to think of classes starting up again. As you might recall, in the March
newsletter I spoke so highly of the Bible classes given so freely to all of us at Holy Cross. We are so blessed to have Pastor
Wismar who is not only a wonderful pastor, but also an excellent teacher. Having evaluated
scores of teachers as a principal, I can truly attest to that. Here, permit me to digress and share
with you what I have learned in my old age.
I was Baptized and reared as a Lutheran and participated in all the offerings. I attended church
regularly and listened attentively to the sermons. I must tell you, however, the one thing that has
made the hugest difference in my faith and understanding is what I learned in Bible classes,
especially those given by Pastor Wismar. It is there I was able to delve more deeply into the sermon messages, question,
analyze passages in the Bible, really appreciate God’s presence along with the Holy Spirit in the lives of people through the
ages and how that pertains to my own life. After class, based on our reading and discussion, I was motivated to delve
deeper into that marvelous book, the Bible. There is so much in there that needs close examination and discussion. This
is why I am encouraging you to attend Bible classes. Bible study with others is such an important part of a well-rounded
Lutheran experience, I think, and I feel so fortunate to have this—and you can too, if you desire.
May God bless you and guide you. Yours in Christ,
---VALERIE HUYDIC
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COMFORT DOG MINISTRY
Walking together – SERVING AS ONE
The above subhead was this year’s theme of the 5th Annual Lutheran Church Charities K-9/Kare-9 National Conference
held in Northbrook, Ill., on July 27-29. More than 300 were in attendance along with 83 Comfort Dogs from across the USA!
WALKING TOGETHER – SERVING AS ONE IS…
 Our K-9s walking beside us, to help us serve others who are suffering
 To stay on the same page with all affiliates; with the same shared message and presence of Jesus Christ
 What Jesus reminded us of what His church was meant to be, Jesus’ church. He is our Shepherd and as His sheep
we are to listen and obey HIS VOICE and HIS WORD!
 A goal to strive for in a world that is confused, lost and fractured. Jesus brings healing and hope! Jesus brings His
mercy and compassion through us!
These were the goals of our conference.
A team of 10 traveled from Connecticut
with Addie and Leah and we were
referred to during conference as the CT
TEAM! We traveled on a soldout flight to
O’Hare and were met by the LCC
Comfort Dog vans ready to bring us to the
host hotel. My training (Cindy) started
just a couple of hours after our arrival as
I was asked to attend a handler training
session at LCC. My trainer Jeanne
Moore was tough and taught me a lot!
My assignments are usually with Leah
but during this training I was asked to
handle Addie. We worked well together
and had a mutual respect for each other.
We ended the day with a BBQ at LCC.
This was a fantastic way to end our first
day with chicken, pulled pork, corn,
beans, cornbread, salad and coleslaw
all donated and cooked by St. Matthew,
Trinity and St. Peter Lutheran churches
in Illinois.
What a team! All smiles are members of the CT TEAM, a group of 12 that
represented Immanuel-Danbury at the Comfort Dog annual conference in
Illinois. Standing from left to right are: Deana Haitsch, Kathryn Struzik, Mary
Perry, Wendy Cole, Diane Sinitsky, Jennifer Marr, Lois Weiss, Cindy Ciccia and
Joel Wardenburg. Seated in front are Addie and Leah. Missing from this photo
is intern Lindsay Voves.

Thursday the conference officially
opened with remarks from LCC
President Tim Hetzner. We then started
a very busy schedule! Our speakers
over the two days were: Rev. Billy
Brath, Pastor of LiveUCF, Orlando, Fla.;
Rev. Dr. Patrick T. Ferry, President, Concordia University of Wisconsin; James L. Frazier, survivor Outreach Services
Coordinator, US Army Contractor; Allen Lynch, Medal of Honor Recipient; Rev. Dr. John Nunes, President, Concordia
College – New York; Dr. H. Norman Wright, Counselor and Author.
Somehow on Day 2 after breakfast we took a group picture (complete with drone) outside. Imagine 300-plus people and
83 Comfort Dogs all organized in less than 20 minutes!
Breakout sessions were held throughout the two days. Kathryn attended: How do I go and tell, Millennials, Club Comfort,
Suicide-Practical, First Responders. Cindy attended: Nuisance Behavior with Addie, Suicide & Faith, Being Present, Take
a Deep Breath Paws then Pray, Good Dogs Great Listeners, Club Comfort.
We were so proud to be asked to attend this three-day conference. We listened and we learned to help us improve our
ministry work. We met so many from across the U.S. and so many Comfort Dogs! A highlight for Cindy was to handle Leah
for the public meet and greet. Eighty-three Comfort Dogs lined the hallway of the Hilton Hotel for two hours as the public
just poured in to meet all the dogs. A very proud moment in my life!
“Comfort Dogs,” continues on Page 11
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All of our expenses were paid for by Immanuel Lutheran Church in Danbury, which owns Addie and Leah. We also want to
thank United Airlines due to the flight being sold out at LaGuardia and the parking being less than adequate. Addie and her
handler Joel were bumped to first class, where they flew in style! When leaving at O’Hare we were dropped off at United
Global where our bags were checked for free and we were all escorted to a special TSA site to check in. The agent waited
until the team and two dogs were safely past the check-in site! WAY TO GO UNITED!!!
We continue our work in the field at New Prospects in Bridgeport and Bethel Health
Care. We will begin a reading program in September at HCLC Preschool. We
have also been asked to visit at Southbury Lutheran Home. Cindy also attended
the funeral of Stacy McManus Wood with Leah on June 18 in Killingworth.
Speaking of working in the field, as an important ministry side note, Addie attended the LCMS Youth Gathering in New
Orleans with handler Joel Wardenburg in mid-July, prior to the annual Comfort Dog conference. While in Louisiana, they
were both deployed after this gathering to Baton Rouge following the police shooting where they met with the police, 911
operators and the community.
Please continue to keep our ministry in your prayers and…With the Mercy, Compassion, Proclamation and Presence of
Jesus Christ.
---CINDY CICCIA and KATHRYN STRUZIK

Building Fund
In honor of JoAnne and Don Meyer’s
50th Wedding Anniversary
Audrey Paray

Do you know that one in five senior citizens
run out of food or money to buy food in
a month? Donate to our collection
of items for the Trumbull Food Pantry.
The collection box is in the narthex.
---Simple facts from our Social Ministry Commission

LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE (LWML)
The story of the Widow’s Mite
“Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple
treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth
only a fraction of a penny. Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, ‘I tell you the truth, this poor widow has put more into
the treasury than all the others. They all gave out of their wealth, but she, out of her poverty, put in everything - all she had
to live on.’ ”—Mark 12:41-43
Are you aware of the importance of the LWML Mite Boxes? A major emphasis is the support of
mission and ministry throughout the world by means of Mite Box offerings. These Mite Box
offerings have funded tens of millions of dollars in mission grants since the organization’s
inception in 1942.
Take a mite box from the narthex table and put on your kitchen counter – when you come home
each day put your loose change in the mite box! Return your filled mite box to the collection box
on the narthex table.
---SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMISSION
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COVENANT TO CARE FOR CHILDREN
22 backpacks filled with school supplies given to social worker to pass along to her caseload
Coordinating this year’s back-to-school project for Covenant to Care for Children was a five-week long endeavor that began
on July 10 with the initial request to our congregation for donations and ended the week of August 15 with sorting and
compiling of all the donations. What a blessing you all are to the children in our adopted DCF social worker’s caseload.
Mimose Ulysse-Laurenard currently has 19 school-aged children in her caseload and each one received a new backpack
filled with all sorts of new school supplies. The three extra backpacks were originally requested for children who are no
longer in Mimose’s caseload (removed over the weeks this project took place), but were filled with supplies for her to give
to children that may be assigned to her. If she has no children added to her caseload, she will give these three backpacks
to one of her fellow social workers who is not matched up with a church through the Adopt-A-Social-Worker program.
Here are a few of the blessings by the numbers:
 22 – the total number of brand new backpacks. They were all super nice, sturdy backpacks, full of color and pizzazz.
 ?? – this number is unknown, but it’s a HUGE blessing…the total number of people who donated the school supplies
 24 – the total number of boxes of crayons received
 130 – the total number of spiral notebooks received
 21 – the total number of pairs of scissors received
 274 – the total number of pencils received
 38 – the total number of binders received
 6 – the total number of people who helped me fill the backpacks
 3 – the total number of boxes of EXTRA school supplies given to our social worker
As you can see from some of the above numbers, we actually received more school supplies than originally asked for. That
is heart-warming and amazing! I estimate that the total donation of all backpacks and school supplies is just over $1,400.
Our goal to fill 22 backpacks was met with your help and
with the assistance of a Thrivent Action Team Kit. To
supplement this project, I applied for and was approved
for a Thrivent Financial Action Team. Having done this
previously, setting up the Action Team was easy and
well worth it. As a Thrivent Financial member I filled out
a simple online application describing this outreach
project.
Once approved, Thrivent sent me “Live
Generously” T-shirts and a $250 Visa gift card, which
was used to purchase the school supplies that we were
running short on. Special thanks to the “action team”
that worked with me to fill the
backpacks: Danny Nyitrai,
Jessica Nyitrai, Julianne
Nyitrai, Jenn Rentz, Ethan
Rentz and Joelle Schrock.
Thank you again for
supporting the children in
Following the Thrivent Action Team T-shirts
Mimose’s caseload. You
logo/theme, all Holy Cross members and friends
have helped give these
who donated to the back-to-school project “Live
children a good start to the
Generously!” Just look at this assembly line of
2016-17 school year, with
school supplies. And these members generously
a bit of extra love and selfgave of their time to assemble the school supplies
assurance as they proudly
into the backpacks. Showing off the backpacks,
enter their classrooms with
from left to right, are Jenn Rentz, Joelle Schrock,
new backpack and school
Ethan Rentz, Danny Nyitrai, Jessica Nyitrai,
supplies.
Starting the
Julianne Nyitrai and Mary Schrock.
school year can be overwhelming to children, with new teachers, new friends and sometimes even a new school. But for kids that are in the DCF
system, wondering where they will get a backpack, pens or pencils, composition notebooks or binder, and ruler or folders
can be added stress. Thank you for supporting this project.
Yours in Christ,
---MARY SCHROCK
Covenant to Care for Children Liaison
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THANKS A BUNCH!
This column recognizes the gifts of time and talent our church members provide to do God’s work in our church and
community. If you have an item to include in this “thank you” column, please jot it down and put it in the “newsletter” mailbox.
To Jim and Lorraine Finch for donating flowers from their garden for our weekly altar arrangements for most of the Sundays
in July and August.
To the Holy Cross members and friends who helped with either shopping, cooking or serving
at the July 5 and/or August 2 Community Supper at St. John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport: Anna
Mae Berger, Sherry Duff-Schaivone, Lorraine Finch, Kerry Geffert, Jim Leslie, Kendra
Norman, Nancy Sabol, Marivic and Nicole Sauer, Angie Schaivone, David and Mary Ann
Schiller, Cliff and Mary Schrock and Laurie Vaitkus.
To Linda Suhr for giving of her time one morning a week to help in the church office.
To Kerry Geffert and Gary Jackson for serving as the lay leaders of our Monday Evening Worship service on July 25 and
August 1, respectively, while Pastor Wismar was on vacation.
To Kimberly Atkinson for coordinating the 2016 Vacation Bible School (VBS) program, “Cave Quest.” Thanks also to
those who led one of the five “stations” and served as helpers and assistants at “Cave Quest.” The VBS wrap-up article on
pages 6 and 7 has the complete thank-you list.
To Danny Nyitrai, Jessica Nyitrai, Julianne Nyitrai, Jenn Rentz, Ethan Rentz and Joelle Schrock for helping Mary
Schrock to assemble school supplies into backpacks for Covenant to Care for Children.

CLOTHING DONATIONS
Be a “light!” Support the
Light on the Hill
Clothes Closet
It’s easy! Just drop off your
gently-used donation of late summer/fall clothing in
the box in the narthex and we will deliver your
clothing to the Summerfield United Methodist
Clothes Closet in Bridgeport.
---SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMISSION

?

BULLETINS FROM ABROAD
If you are away from your Holy Cross family and
worship at another church, be sure to drop off the
service bulletin in the newsletter box. We received
bulletins from the following people from their worship
experiences in June, July and August:
David and Mary Ann Schiller, who worshiped at
Salem Lutheran in Bridgeport, where Mary Ann was
guest organist.
Rick and Kathy Boivie, who were in North San
Jose, Calif., in mid-July to move their son Jimmy into
a new apartment, and worshiped at St. Mark
Lutheran in Sunnyvale.
Pastor Wismar and his two younger children, Luke
and Mia, who vacationed in Florida and worshiped
at Shepherd of the Coast Lutheran in Palm Coast.
Audrey Paray, who worshiped at Christ Lutheran in
Amston, Conn.
Cliff Schrock, who was in Baltimore for a baseball
weekend and worshiped at Martini Lutheran.
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CELEBRATING SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
!
Sept. 3:
Sept. 4:
Sept. 6:
Sept. 9:

Sept. 11:
Sept. 13:

Sept. 14:

Sept. 17:
Sept. 18:

Debra Liscinsky
Tyler Liven
Michael Bonnar
Salome Brenna
Vanessa Ferro
John Sather
Diane Sederquest
Cheryl DelMedico
Sabine Bonnar
Shannon Fernous
Cole Veteri
Myrtle Anderson
Doris Bernt
Charlie Gentry
Jake Gentry
Sarah Ely
Christopher Carola

THE CARING CHRISTIAN
How a “broken heart” helped
create an international agency
While traveling with Youth for Christ in Asia in the
1940s, Baptist minister Robert Pierce saw many
orphans and suffering children. He wrote in his
Bible, “Let my heart be broken with the things that
break the heart of God.”
Pierce then dedicated his life to relief work,
eventually founding World Vision International
and Samaritan’s Purse. He believed the church
had to meet people’s physical needs before it
could share the Gospel message with them.
The work Pierce began continues today: World
Vision is now active in 90 countries and
Samaritan’s Purse in more than 100.
---Reprinted with permission from
The Newsletter Newsletter,
Copyright © 2014

Sept. 19:
Sept. 20
Sept. 22:
Sept. 23:

Sept. 24

Sept. 25:

Sept. 26:
Sept. 30:

Laurie Vaitkus
Nancy Sabol
Jared Ely
Peter Messerschmitt
Charles Senft
Michael Halls
Ryan Rojas
Rebecca Veteri
Walter C. Dolan
Bret Helminger
Matt Rentz
Tim Benson, Sr.
Dan Nyitrai
Jessica Nyitrai
Heddy Streich
Lauren Matthews
Andrew Sjoblom

CHURCH CHUCKLES

Holy Cross Lutheran Church
Vision 2020
Mission - The mission of Holy Cross congregation is to carry out the Great Commission of our
Lord (Matthew 28:18-20). We will share the love and forgiveness of Our Lord Jesus Christ with
one another, our community and the whole world so that we can take part in the joyous privilege
of “making disciples of all nations” through the power of preaching and teaching the Word of
God, administering His Sacraments, and joining in service fellowship according to the
confessional standard of the Lutheran Church.
Theme - Receiving God’s Grace in Christ and actively responding.
Vision - We will live together as the body of Christ: a loving family actively engaged with one
another, our community and the world.

Core Values





Worship and Word & Sacrament
Scripture - Teaching and Devotion
Friendship and Family
Pastoral Care and Our Caring
Community
 Well-Maintained Facilities

Strategic Goals
 We will create a deeper “culture of caring” - internal
and external
 We will get everyone involved
 We will expand our youth ministry, service, and activities
 We will engage young families
 We will serve our greater community (including Trumbull)
 We will address financial issues
 We will develop “bench strength” for future church
leadership
 We will feed our souls
 We will seek the “lost” and/or “drifting”
 We will more joyfully give of time, talent and treasure

Latest Update
Thank you to everyone who turned out for the goal-planning sessions in July! The strength of Vision 2020 rests
in the participation of our entire membership. Soon we will be moving from planning to action, and will hope to
have your continued participation as Holy Cross moves forward with an active ministry. Currently, the Board of
Directors is reviewing the input from the planning sessions to develop a cohesive list of goals for each
commission. In the meantime, here is a sampling of that anticipated output (final wording may be different):






Engage more of our younger members through the creation of an active youth choir.
Attend to the worship service needs of families with infants by reinstituting a nursery.
Begin a robust, committee-led stewardship program beginning in October to build participatory and
financial support for the ministry of Holy Cross.
Develop a pipeline to identify and engage member leaders.
To discover the key elements that have successfully attracted new members to Holy Cross by
interviewing at least 80 percent of the families/members who have joined Holy Cross since 2014.

