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LETTER FROM THE PASTOR
September 16, 2016
Dear Members and Friends of Holy Cross,
I have an important announcement to share with you all. As you are aware, not only am I your pastor here at Holy Cross,
but with your blessing, and on your behalf, I am also a pastor, or chaplain, to the men and women of our United States Air
Force – specifically to the airmen of the 103rd Airlift Wing, Connecticut Air National Guard. Generally, my guard duty consists
of inactive duty training (IDT), which is two days per month each fiscal year, and active-duty training and schooling (AT),
which can range anywhere from 14 to 30 days, depending on the year and the needs of my base.
As a current member of our United States Armed Forces, there is always the possibility of
being called up to serve our country for a more extended period of time. I have been in
the Air Force for 13 years now, and up until this point I have not been called up to deploy.
This is my announcement. I have recently been notified that the President of the United
States has called me to active duty. My deployment will be for six months, starting at the
end of April and going until the beginning of November. I am being deployed to
SOUTHCOM to serve in Central America. President Yeadon, our New England District
President, the pastors in our circuit, the members of our church Board of Directors and
our church staff have all been notified of this event. Specific directives will need to be
implemented for the continuation of the pastoral ministry here at Holy Cross as well as for
the provision of assistance to my family while I am away as per LCMS guidelines.
(Thankfully I have been notified of this situation well in advance, which is greatly
appreciated and will give us time to set things up properly and thoroughly.)
With this in mind, I am looking forward to holding a congregational town hall meeting to answer any specific questions you
may have and to share with you a little bit more about military chaplaincy and what it is I do, something I have been wanting
to do for some time anyway. The date for this meeting has been set for Wednesday, September 28 at 7:30 p.m. Please
plan to join us!
Over the past year I have come to know Holy Cross as a loving and supportive Christian family with a strong and vibrant
ministry. I see that reality not only continuing throughout the year ahead but, by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, joyfully increasing. In some respects, the timing of this couldn’t be better as we set the goals
for our strategic plan in the weeks ahead and aim for the vision God has blessed and challenged us with: “We will live
together as the body of Christ: a loving family actively engaged with one another, our community and the world.”
I appreciate your understanding and I would ask for your prayers on my behalf, on behalf of my family and on behalf of our
entire Holy Cross church family as well. Thank you for your time and attention.
In Christ,
Pastor Wismar
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Sunday, October 2
Sunday School Sunday at the 10:30 Worship Service
After the late service – Youth Group—Hike & Pray

For Our Readers:
The Holy Cross Word
is best viewed in its
full-color format
at the church website,
holycrosstrumbull.org

Tuesday, October 4
5:00 p.m. – Holy Cross serves Community Supper
at St. John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport
Sunday, October 9
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Sunday
Monday, October 10 – Columbus Day (PRESCHOOL CLOSED)
Thursday, October 13
7:00 p.m. – Board of Directors’ meeting
Saturday, October 15
9:00 a.m. – Flower Arranging Workshop
Noon –
Annual Golf Outing at Tashua Knolls

Like Holy Cross
on Facebook!
After you “Like” us, you’ll
see postings of upcoming
events, pictures from events
and other notices.

Saturday, October 22
Time TBD – Church Interior Clean-Up
Saturday, October 29
3:00 p.m. – Antiques Seminar
Saturday, November 12
9:30 a.m. – Seventh Annual Breakfast & Artists

BE A COOKIE MONSTER!
Spoken by Food Network
chef Ina Garten,
the Barefoot Contessa
“Most of life’s problems can be
solved with a good cookie.”
Reprinted from an interview with
Ms. Garten in the October 2016
edition of Vanity Fair

NEWSLETTER NOTES
HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH—LCMS
5995 Main Street, Trumbull, CT 06611
Pastor’s Study Phone: 203-268-7555; Pastor’s E-mail: pastor@holycrosstrumbull.com
Office Phone: 203-268-4555; Church Office E-mail: office@holycrosstrumbull.com
Website: www.holycrosstrumbull.org
Christian Preschool Phone: 203-268-6471 E-mail: preschool@holycrosstrumbull.com

Worship Services – Sundays: 8 and 10:30 a.m.; Second/Fourth Mondays of the month: 7 p.m.
PASTOR: Eric A. Wismar
MUSIC DIRECTOR: Michael J. Gilbertson
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ PRESIDENT: Kerry Geffert
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ VICE-PRESIDENT: Michele Van Wart
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ SECRETARY: Jeannie Mones
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ TREASURER: Greg Dowling
NEWSLETTER MANAGING EDITOR: Cliff Schrock
NEWSLETTER PRODUCTION: Mary Schrock

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Holy Cross congregation is to carry out the Great Commission of our Lord (Matthew 28:18-20).
We will share the love and forgiveness of Our Lord Jesus Christ with one another, our community and the whole
world so that we can take part in the joyous privilege of “making disciples of all nations” through the power of the
preaching and teaching the Word of God, administering His Sacraments, and joining together in service fellowship
according to the confessional standard of the Lutheran Church (Article III).

Our next deadline is…
The next issue of The Holy Cross
Word is the November edition. The
deadline for articles is Saturday,
October 15.
Please take
note of this
deadline and
plan ahead to
publicize events or share news with
your fellow Holy Cross members.
You can submit articles to the
newsletter mailbox, located outside
the church office, or send them via
e-mail to:
office@holycrosstrumbull.com.
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Saturday, November 12
9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Guest Speaker: Reverend Terry Wilcox
Executive Director Bridgeport Rescue Mission
Mission: Bridgeport Rescue Mission fights poverty from the inside out as it embraces poor and
addicted with the compassion of Christ, offering hope and healing for a changed life.
Vision: To excel in the provision of food, shelter, clothing, education, job training
and residential discipleship for the urban poor and addicted.
Open to the public with a suggested donation of $10. Tickets will go on sale October 23.
Calling all artists! Contact Edith Skoog if you would like to show your talents.
LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE (LWML)
The story of the Widow’s Mite inspires us to do the same with our giving
“Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple
treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth
only a fraction of a penny. Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, ‘I tell you the truth, this poor widow has put more into
the treasury than all the others. They all gave out of their wealth, but she, out of her poverty, put in everything - all she had
to live on.’ ”—Mark 12:41-43
Are you aware of the importance of the LWML Mite Boxes? A major emphasis is the support of
mission and ministry throughout the world by means of Mite Box offerings. These Mite Box
offerings have funded tens of millions of dollars in mission grants since the organization’s
inception in 1942. You will have the opportunity to hear more about Mite Boxes when you
come to Worship on October 9, the Sunday that has been designated “LWML Sunday.”
Take a mite box from the narthex table and put on your kitchen counter – when you come home
each day put your loose change in the mite box! Return your filled mite box to the collection box
on the narthex table.
---SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMISSION

FLOWER-ARRANGING WORKSHOP
Join other creative minds and hands for another flower workshop
We will be having another flower-arranging workshop at 9 a.m. on Saturday, October 15.
Bring your own flowers and two small/medium containers and a pair of scissors. All
are welcome to participate in this fun event.
---EDITH SKOOG
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WRITE A LETTER!
Ensure that all who serve know that his or her sacrifices are APPRECIATED
During the month of October we will be supporting Operation Gratitude. Operation Gratitude sends 200,000-plus Care
Packages each year to Deployed Troops, Veterans, New Recruits, First Responders, and Wounded Warriors. Of all the
items included in these packages, the most cherished are the personal letters of appreciation!
The goal is to include several letters and colorful drawings in every Care Package and tell our heroes “WE CARE!”
Writing a letter is a meaningful way for Americans to show support for all who serve.
It only takes five minutes of your day, but will bring lasting joy to recipients. Still can’t
find the words? Consider a drawing or painting a picture instead! Please avoid glitter
and no larger than 8½ by 11.
Share a little about yourself: family, hobbies, work, school, pets and travel. Talk about
your life and interests: sports, weather, music, movies, food and books. Avoid politics
completely and religion in excess; however, saying you pray for them, is wonderful.
Express your thanks for their selfless service
Start with a salutation, such as “Dear Hero,” “Dear Brave One,” Dear Patriot,” or “Dear Service Member.” DO NOT USE
“Dear Soldier,” “Dear Marine,” or “Dear Sailor,” as those terms refer to membership in specific military branches, and cannot
be guaranteed those letters will be placed in packages going to that service.
You can type the letters and print multiple but please sign each one. Do NOT put in envelopes and do not fold as each
letter is screened before it is packed in a Care Package. Adults: include contact information so the package recipient can
reply. Children: FIRST NAMES ONLY and no addresses.
A letter collection box will be in the narthex.
---CINDY CICCIA

LOCAL FOOD PANTRY

Dorcas Guild

The Trumbull Food Pantry needs OUR help!
The current needs for the Trumbull Food Pantry are:
 Condiments (completely out of stock)
 Juice boxes (completely out of stock)
 Salad dressing
 Canned fruit
The collection box is in the narthex. PLEASE help us
help our community.
---SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMISSION

We will be meeting on Thursdays,
October 13 & 27 from 10:30 – 1:00
Come knit and crochet
or learn a new talent!
Shawls and lap robes are given to area
hospitals, hospice and individuals in need.

Please JOIN us!

OUT OF THE MOUTH OF…
Don’t be afraid – Jesus is everywhere
A mother asked her little boy to please get the broom from
the back porch. “But it’s dark out there!” he protested.
“Don’t be scared,” Mom said. “Jesus is
out there. He’ll take care of you.” When
the child looked skeptical, his mother
continued, “Jesus is everywhere. You’ll
be safe.”
After a moment, the boy went to the back door and
cracked it open. Peering into the dark, he called, “Jesus,
if you’re out there, will you please hand me the broom?”
---Reprinted with permission from
The Newsletter Newsletter, © 2016
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COMFORT DOG MINISTRY
Preschool visit for a monthly reading program is just one highlight of this special ministry
What a wonderful morning we had on August 14. Addie and Leah joined our Handlers and Ministry Partners at church! We
were greeters and attended our coffee hour…and a little unvested play time!!! Jen Marr gave a heartfelt “Ministry Moment”
during service, explaining the Comfort Dog Ministry and our projects. What a great SUNDAY!
BIG NEWS! Kathryn Struzik will be heading to Northbrook, Ill., this month to become a certified Comfort Dog Handler. How
exciting and how happy we are to have her as a handler!!!
On September 19 we began a reading program at our very own preschool. The first book we read was Good Dogs, Great
Listeners by author Renata Bowers with JoAnn and Joel Bacon; pictures by Michael Chesworth. Leah and her handler will
join the preschool once a month – we are so super excited for this new program!
Please continue to keep this ministry in your prayers.
With the Mercy, Compassion, Proclamation and
Presence of Jesus Christ,
---CINDY CICCIA and KATHRYN STRUZIK

Jen Marr speaks to the congregation during the
Comfort Dog “Ministry Moment” on August 14.
While Jen shared stories and information about
this important ministry, Leah sat quietly behind her.
This gave all in attendance a first-hand look at the
training that these dogs undergo to not only show
good behavior and obedience, but how to
quietly give comfort when it is needed.

PRESIDENT’S JOURNAL
Pastor Wismar’s deployment and the opportunities it provides us
If I didn’t believe that God has a plan for Holy Cross, I would probably be wondering “why Holy Cross?” First He puts us
through the upheaval of a year-long vacancy, although we must admit that our vacancy was not that long when compared
to those endured by other congregations. But the tide seemed to be turning. Yes, we have our financial challenges, but
we are better off than many other congregations, and we are blessed with a wonderful pastor and a strong ministry.
Attendance is up, our membership seems to be increasingly energized and we are close to finalizing our first iteration of
Vision 2020.
And then, bam! God throws us another curve ball – deployment. Makes you want to cry out “Why us, O Lord?,” doesn’t it!
Why us, O Lord? The answer is simple. He has a plan. Rather than fret, we simply need to get on board with His plan. I
don’t view Pastor’s deployment as God removing him from our ministry for six months. Instead, He is providing us the
opportunity to spread our wings and share our Holy Cross ministry in whole new ways. Haven’t we often observed that our
congregation needs to reach out more? Well, here’s our chance.
Vision 2020 and our strategic planning may have been coincidental, but then again, perhaps it was intentional. The goals
we developed during the summer are goals we can still endeavor to achieve though they now may be somewhat altered.
By Easter 2017 (i.e., late April and the time of Pastor’s deployment) we will be a stronger congregation – with new
opportunities that we had not imagined before.
“President’s Journal,” continues on Page 6
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And this is where YOU fit in. These opportunities will not be fulfilled without your active participation.
This fall’s stewardship campaign (and we’re talking more than just financial support) is intended to
help you find your place(s) within the strategic ministry of Holy Cross. Sitting on the sidelines will not
be an option.
The work of our congregation during the next year and beyond will require varying levels of commitment
on your part – except for “no commitment.” Next year is an important year for Holy Cross as a Lutheran
congregation; we will have much to celebrate. We will celebrate sending off Pastor Wismar to bring the
Gospel to our servicemen and servicewomen in Central America, and we will celebrate his return. But
next year is important for two additional reasons. Next year Holy Cross will celebrate its 60th anniversary
of celebrating Word and Sacrament, and as a Lutheran congregation we will celebrate the 500th
anniversary of the beginning of the Reformation. See why we need everyone’s participation?
So let’s get started. Here are a few jobs needing to be filled at this time:
Fixed term
 3 to 6 persons with some financial background to assist with an audit of our books. Commitment is a few hours on
one Saturday.
 Any and all able hands to help us clean up our building interior and organize the clutter that has accumulated.
Commitment is a few hours on Saturday, October 22.
 Do you like planning events? How will we celebrate the big events of 2017 mentioned above? This can extend
beyond just parties and banquets. Are there special projects we can undertake in commemoration? Commitment:
approx. one year or less.
Longer term
 Open positions on your Board of Directors. A Nominations Committee soon will be seeking nominees for these
positions: Treasurer; Secretary; Directors of Evangelism, Social Ministry and Property; and a Shepherd.
Commitment is 2 to 3 years depending on the position.
 Techies. Do you know your way around a computer? Are you good with software and/or social media? Though
still in discussion, we want to be more strategic in our use of technology. If interested, speak with Andrew Struzik.
Commitments will vary depending on the role.
This is just a start. Other opportunities are available. But rather than wait for someone to approach you, step forward with
ideas that you are willing to implement, particularly those that fit with Vision 2020. God has positioned Holy Cross to do
great things. YOU are Holy Cross. Do great things!
In His Service,
---KERRY GEFFERT
Holy Cross President

COMMUNITY SUPPER
Serve the Lord by serving the needy a welcome meal
Volunteers had to pick up the pace and also work a little longer for the September 6 Community Supper. It was a minimum
amount of volunteers. During the afternoon, those serving as cooks were Lorraine Finch, Diane Hintz Schyhol (GraceStratford) and Helen Harper (Grace-Stratford). One client said to the servers, “I have a clean joke for
you. How do you make a tissue dance?” Answer: “You blow a little boogie into it.” We all laughed.
Another client was more sobering and serious telling us how thankful he was for a hot meal. He said
many places serve cold food or food that used to be hot, then sits and becomes cool. Seventy-six
clients were served during the one hour of serving. The door was closed when yet another approached
looking for a meal, which was hastily put together. Once all the servers – Anna Mae Berger, Kerry
Geffert, Jim Leslie, Angie Schaivone, Joelle Schrock and Mary Schrock – were gone, an unhappy client
came to the back steps asking, “Is there anything left? I was detained. I’m homeless.” We went back in to make a plate
for him also, bringing the total served to 78 (plus 20 had returned for a second helping).
As you know, Holy Cross is responsible for buying the food, preparing and serving the meal on the first Tuesday of the
month at St. John’s Episcopal. The next community supper for which Holy Cross is responsible for cooking and serving is
on Tuesday, November 1. If you can volunteer your time, please put your name on the sheet found on the narthex table.
---DAVID and MARY ANN SCHILLER
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HOLY CROSS CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL
NEW is the word! New students, new teachers, new volunteer programs usher in new school year
Our new school year began on August 29. We have been busy getting to know the children and their families. We currently
have 35 children registered. We welcomed Gretchen Maynard as our new Pre-Kindergarten teacher. Gretchen has taught
Head Start, school readiness and special education and we are thrilled to have her as part of our ministry. We also
welcomed Miharu Wismar and Jen Kegan as assistant teachers in our four-year-old program. Sue
Gagne replaced Donna Senft as our afternoon teacher. On Monday, September 19, our children
had a visit from Cindy Ciccia, Kathryn Struzik and Comfort Dog, Addie. We were so excited to
have them join us! One of our Holy Cross members, Gail Rice, has volunteered to share her
knowledge of zoo animals with the children through a reading program. Pastor Wismar continues
to visit each classroom weekly to share the Bible story with the children.
In September the children have been busy using their senses to explore God’s wonderful world. We picked a maple tree
near the parsonage to study throughout the year. We will be taking pictures, making observations and documenting what
we see. This project also helps the children observe change over time.
Another Holy Cross member, Carl Carlson, has generously offered to provide new paint for the outdoor shed. We are
looking for volunteers to help paint. If you would like to help, please contact me at preschool@holycrosstrumbull.com.
We currently have openings in all classes. Please tell your family and friends about us! We welcome visitors…come see
what we are all about! We have a new Facebook page so don’t forget to “like” us!
In His Name,
---MICHELE GLENNON

THANKS A BUNCH!
This column recognizes the gifts of time and talent our church
members provide to do God’s work in our church and community.
If you have an item to include in this monthly “thank you” column,
please jot it down and put it in the “newsletter” mailbox.
To Andrew Struzik for the many hours he gave to install and set
up a new computer in the church office.
To the Holy Cross members and friends who helped with shopping,
cooking or serving at the September 6 Community Supper at St.
John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport: Anna Mae Berger, Lorraine
Finch, Kerry Geffert, Jim Leslie, Angie Schaivone, David and
Mary Ann Schiller, Joelle Schrock and Mary Schrock.
To Jim and Lorraine Finch for all the
beautiful flowers they provided for our altar
arrangements during August.
To Linda Suhr for giving of her time – very
faithfully – to help in the church office on
Thursday mornings.
To Jim and Lorraine Finch for coordinating the September 10
Pasta Dinner. It was an enjoyable dinner with delicious food and
fun conversations. But Jim and Lorraine had plenty of helping
hands. Thanks also go to these folks who helped in one way or
another, with publicity, set-up, cooking, front-door greeting and
clean-up – Anna Mae Berger, Bob and Carol Burns, Joe and
Cindy Ciccia, Kerry Geffert, Jon Halls, George Hermes,
Audrey Paray, David and Mary Ann Schiller, Cliff and Mary
Schrock, Billie and Edith Skoog, Barbara White and Pastor
Wismar. We know there were others who helped put tables and
chairs away, and for your assistance we thank you!

Do you know that the
Dorcas Guild ladies have made
and distributed 28 shawls and
18 blankets to various healthcare facilities so far this year?
---Simple facts from
our Social Ministry Commission

CLOTHING DONATIONS
Be a “light!” Support the
Light on the Hill Clothes Closet
It’s easy! Just drop off your gently-used
donation of late summer/fall clothing in the
box in the narthex and
we will deliver your
clothing to the
Summerfield United
Methodist Clothes
Closet in Bridgeport.
---SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMISSION
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SCENES FROM A PASTA DINNER
Annual dinner with spaghetti & meatballs a huge success and tasty as always
The Social Ministry Commission would like to thank all those who attended our Pasta Dinner Night on Saturday, September 10.
Eighty-eight people, young and old, filled our Fellowship Hall with laughter, conversation, and energy while enjoying their
spaghetti, meatballs, salad bar, assorted beverages, and delicious desserts. Of the 88 in attendance, 41 people paid at the
door, which included 26 non-members. We also sold 17 quarts of delicious marinara sauce. After expenses, the proceeds
from this fund-raiser totaled just over $540, which will go toward the parsonage-loan repayment. For the sixth year, our
wonderful volunteers (see the “Thank You” column on Page 7) gave of their time and hard work to bring it all together to
make this event a success. We are so grateful for their efforts.
---LORRAINE AND JIM FINCH
We may not have heard Billy Joel singing
his hit song “Scenes from an Italian
Restaurant” in the background, but the
atmosphere was cozy and the aroma was
mouthwatering at Holy Cross’ version of an
Italian restaurant! At right, end of table, the
Helminger family was just one of many
families who enjoyed the delicious marinara
sauce and meatballs. And what would a
meal be without topping it off with
something sweet? Below, the desserts have
been put out for all those who saved room.

BIBLE QUIZ
See answer on Page 9
It’s intriguing to think of people in Bible times experiencing the same cycle of seasons we do.
Which of these books of the Bible does not mention autumn?
A.

Matthew

B. Jeremiah

C. Proverbs

D. Jude

BULLETINS FROM ABROAD
If you are away from your Holy Cross family and worship at another church, be sure to drop off
the service bulletin in the newsletter box. We received one bulletin from late August:
Anna Berger, who worshiped at St. Peter Lutheran in Norwalk.

9

CELEBRATING OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
Oct. 2:
Oct. 3:
Oct. 4:

Oct. 5
Oct. 7:
Oct. 8:
Oct. 9:
Oct. 10:
Oct. 11:
Oct. 16:
Oct. 18:
Oct. 20

Oct. 22:

Linda Torok
Kristen Messerschmitt
Doris Dietman
Julie Ernst
Jodi Gentry
Deb Leslie
James Turnbull
Dave Bogen
Miharu Wismar
Chris Deloge
Lori Thompson
Sophia Pollex
Greg Dowling
Brody Turnbull
Sarah Selk
Kelly Streich
Scott Turnbull
Joel Wilson
Lyndsay Guerrera

BIBLE QUIZ ANSWER
Hope you didn’t miss the
question on the previous page
Answer: A-Matthew
Jeremiah 5:24
24
They do not say in their hearts, ‘Let us fear the
LORD our God, who gives the rain in its season, the
autumn rain and the spring rain, and keeps for us the
weeks appointed for the harvest.’
Proverbs 20:4
4
The sluggard does not plow in the autumn; he will
seek at harvest and have nothing.
Jude 1:12
12
These are blemishes on your love feasts, as they
feast with you without fear, looking after themselves;
waterless clouds, swept along by winds; fruitless trees
in late autumn, twice dead, uprooted;
---Reprinted with permission from
The Newsletter Newsletter, © 2016

Oct. 25:
Oct. 26:

Oct. 28:

Oct. 29:

Oct. 30
Oct. 31:

Barbara Schneider
Heather Fanning
Kendra Norman
John Sherwonit
Mathew Benson
Rick Boivie
John Deloge
Ingrid Leibold
Michael Crocker III
Robert Streich
Barbara White
Michael Weldon
Marcia Wilson

CHURCH CHUCKLES

