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WISMAR’S WISDOM
Dear Members and Friends of Holy Cross,
Where do you find the Church? How can you identify it? Our Lutheran confessions tell us: “Our churches teach that
one holy Church is to remain forever. The Church is the congregation of saints [Psalm 149:1] in which the Gospel is purely
taught and the Sacraments are correctly administered.” They continue: “But the Church is not only the fellowship of outward
objects and rites, as other governments, but at its core, it is a fellowship of faith and of the Holy Spirit in hearts. Yet this
fellowship has outward marks so that it can be recognized. These marks are the pure doctrine of the Gospel and the
administration of the Sacraments in accordance with the Gospel of Christ. This Church alone is called Christ’s body, which
Christ renews, sanctifies, and governs by His Spirit. Paul testifies about this when he says, ‘And God gave Him as head over
all things to the Church which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all’.” Where do you find the church? You look for
the marks: where the Gospel is purely preached and the Sacraments are rightly administered according to Christ’s institution.
What is true of the Church is true for us as individual Christians, as well. How can you identify a
Christian? A Christian can be identified by the following marks of discipleship: daily prayer, daily
Scripture reading, weekly worship, growth in giving to the tithe or beyond, serving others in Jesus’
name, sharing the faith story with the unchurched and Bible study. These are the marks of a
Christian. And it is this last one – Bible study – that I would like to draw your attention to at this time.
Throughout the year ahead, our Gospel readings during worship will be based in the Gospel
according to St. Matthew. With this in mind, I would like to invite you to be a part of our Sunday
morning Bible studies as we will be following the lectionary and working through Saint Matthew’s
Gospel together. One of my favorite professors back at seminary was Professor Jeffrey Gibbs and I
would like to share with you how he characterizes Matthew’s wonderful account as follows:
“Addressing a broad Christian audience of Jewish and Gentile worshiping communities in Syria and Palestine during the middle
of the first century A.D., Matthew the apostle extended the Scriptures of Israel by authoritatively narrating how the end time
reign of God had broken into the world through the historical deeds and the words of Jesus of Nazareth, God’s Son and God’s
Christ. The former tax gatherer's narrative reflected the common apostolic proclamation about Jesus’ ministry, culminating in
His vicarious death and resurrection. At the same time, Matthew Capernaum independently portrayed with special emphasis
that (1) Jesus, Son of David and true King of Israel, fulfilled God’s dealings with His people in the Old Testament and that
(2) this Jesus is the mighty Judge who’s return on the last day will usher in both final salvation for all God’s people and final
judgment for all God’s enemies, and that (3) until the age’s consummation, the disciples of the Son of God are to occupy
themselves with extending Jesus’ own mission to save both Jew and Gentile. This mission takes place by telling the Good
News of Jesus’ reign-of-God ministry among human beings, by baptizing in the triune name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
and by instructing Jesus’ disciples in the whole revelation of God, especially that revealed in Jesus own teaching.”
Please come and be a part of our journey together through this wonderful Gospel. As we study the Gospel according to
Matthew, we will rejoice especially in the very full accounting he gives of Jesus’ teachings. His five discourses record more
of Jesus’ parables and sayings than are recorded by Mark and Luke. We will also take special note of the promise that Christ
is coming again to reign eternally. If you choose to take the time, this study will be a blessing to you, especially as you face
struggles and are able to dwell on this sure and certain hope in your Lord and Savior and mine, Jesus Christ. If Bible study
has not been one of the more visible Christian marks in your life of late, this is a great opportunity to remedy that.
I look forward to seeing you there! See you in worship!
Pastor Wismar
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Sunday, January 1 – New Year’s Day…Happy New Year!
NOTE: Only one service on this day, at 10:30 a.m.

For Our Readers:
The Holy Cross Word
is best viewed in its
full-color format
on the church website,
holycrosstrumbull.org

Tuesday, January 3
5:00 p.m. –
Holy Cross serves Community Supper
at St. John’s Episcopal-Bpt.
Thursday, January 5
7:00 p.m. – Board of Directors’ meeting
Friday, January 6 – The Epiphany of Our Lord
Saturday, January 7
10:00 a.m. – Antiques Seminar
Sunday, January 8
11:45 a.m. – Undecorate the sanctuary
Sunday, January 22
11:45 a.m. – Holy Cross Lutheran Annual Voters’ Meeting

Like Holy Cross
on Facebook!
After you “Like” us, you’ll
see postings of upcoming
events, pictures from events
and other notices.

Inclement weather date is Sunday, January 29, at 11:45 a.m.

Friday-Saturday, February 3-4
8 p.m. Friday to 8 a.m. Saturday – Youth Group Lock-In
Sunday, February 12
Noon –
High Tea Social
Sunday, February 19
Sunday School Sunday at the 10:30 a.m. service
Saturday, March 4
5:30 p.m. – Chili Cook-Off (inclement weather date is Saturday, March 11)
Sunday, March 5
Noon to 3 p.m. – Youth Group Babysitting Fund-raiser

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH—LCMS
5995 Main Street, Trumbull, CT 06611
Pastor’s Study Phone: 203-268-7555; Pastor’s E-mail: pastor@holycrosstrumbull.com
Office Phone: 203-268-4555; Church Office E-mail: office@holycrosstrumbull.com
Website: www.holycrosstrumbull.org
Christian Preschool Phone: 203-268-6471 E-mail: preschool@holycrosstrumbull.com

Worship Services – Sundays: 8 and 10:30 a.m.; Second/Fourth Mondays of the month: 7 p.m.
PASTOR: Eric A. Wismar
MUSIC DIRECTOR: Sally Finck
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ PRESIDENT: Kerry Geffert
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ VICE-PRESIDENT: Michele Van Wart
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ SECRETARY: Jeannie Mones
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ TREASURER: Greg Dowling
NEWSLETTER MANAGING EDITOR: Cliff Schrock
NEWSLETTER PRODUCTION: Mary Schrock

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Holy Cross congregation is to carry out the Great Commission of our Lord (Matthew 28:18-20).
We will share the love and forgiveness of Our Lord Jesus Christ with one another, our community and the whole
world so that we can take part in the joyous privilege of “making disciples of all nations” through the power of the
preaching and teaching the Word of God, administering His Sacraments, and joining together in service fellowship
according to the confessional standard of the Lutheran Church (Article III).

WORDS FOR A NEW YEAR
Spoken by Lawrence Welk
“Never trust anyone completely but
God. Love people, but put your full
trust only in God.”
Reprinted with permission from
The Newsletter Newsletter, © 2016

NEWSLETTER NOTES
Our next deadline is…
The next issue of The Holy Cross
Word is the February edition. The
deadline for all articles is Sunday,
January 15. Please
take note of this
deadline and
plan ahead to
publicize any
events and/or share news with your
fellow Holy Cross members. You
can submit articles to the newsletter
mailbox, located outside the church
office, or send them via e-mail to:
office@holycrosstrumbull.com.
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HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN
ANNUAL MEETING
Sunday, January 22, at 11:45 a.m.
(Inclement weather date: Sunday, January 29 at 11:45 a.m.)

FAMILY – AND FOOD – FELLOWSHIP
Mark your calendar for this annual event

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS

The Chili Cook Off is a go for 2017! This family fun
event will be held from 5:30 to 7 p.m. on Saturday,
March 4 (inclement weather date is March 11). Chili
contestant sign-ups and ticket sales will take place
in February.

Here’s an opportunity to serve!
Become a reader or deacon!

Mark your calendars and don’t miss this event!
---CINDY CICCIA

Serve the Lord with gladness!
Consider becoming a reader of the
worship service lessons or serve as
a deacon during communion.
If you are interested in serving your
church and Lord in either or both of
these capacities; then please speak
to Pastor if you are so moved to
serve as a deacon or Diane Dietman
for those who would like to serve as
a reader. Please indicate your
preference of worship service.
I would like to update the deacon
and reader lists for 2017 and ask
that both new and current service
volunteers respond back to me by
January 31. You may leave a note
in my church mailbox, speak with
me before or after a service or email
me at dietz021@hotmail.com.
God Bless,
---DIANE DIETMAN

CLOTHING DONATIONS
Be a “light” by supporting the Light on the Hill Clothes Closet
To quote the Reverend Terry Wilcox, Executive Director of the Bridgeport
Rescue Mission, “If you have a winter coat that you have not worn in two years
you really don’t need it.” Please donate your winter coats you
really don’t need. We will deliver them to the Summerfield
United Methodist Church Clothes Closet.
We are also
accepting any gently-used winter clothing.
---SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMISSION

THE WINTER SEASON IS HERE,
AND WE REMIND YOU
THAT OCCASIONALLY
WORSHIP SERVICES ARE
CANCELED DUE TO SNOWY
AND/OR ICY CONDITIONS.
WE INTEND TO ALWAYS HAVE
A 10:30 a.m. SUNDAY SERVICE.
Before you venture out, look/listen for a possible cancellation via:

 If you signed up for the “e-mail blast” system, check your e-mail;
 If you are on Facebook, look for a posting;
 WICC radio (AM 600);
 www.wicc600.com (under “Public Organizations”); or
 WTNH-TV or WSFB-TV.
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PRESIDENT’S JOURNAL
It’s time for the Annual Meeting with all its necessary pieces of business
One of the great joys of being President of Holy Cross’ Board of Directors, is knowing that in January I have the privilege of
leading our congregation in its Annual Voters’ Meeting. Okay, if you bought that statement, I may know of someone with
marshland they would like to sell you.
Almost without exception, anticipation of the Annual Voters’ Meeting is roundly greeted with the same excitement that one
anticipates a root canal. It is necessary, albeit not much fun. And this is despite definite improvements and expediencies
incorporated by previous Boards.
Let me reiterate – this meeting is necessary. It is mandated by our Bylaws. But beyond that, it is
necessary for the effective, participatory functioning of our congregation. While the past year is
recapped, that review sets the stage for the Board’s “marching orders” for the next year, particularly
through the elections and budget. And that’s why it is critical for you to be present.
Each year’s meeting is important, but this year’s meeting may have some added importance that
makes your attendance all the more imperative:






We will vote on a slate of Board nominees. As I write this article, we still have open positions
for the Board. Perhaps this is the time for you to step up and serve your congregation.
We will consider endorsement of our Vision 20/20 plan, a plan that can impact our
congregation for years to come.
We will approve a budget, based on a proposed budget that will include some significant
changes in order to meet financial challenges.
We will likely vote on a proposal to create a new Commission focused on technology and
social media.
We will vote on several amendments to the Synod Constitution that were approved at Convention last summer, but
require ratification by member congregations.

That agenda should keep us busy. One change that we are instituting should help to keep our meeting productive. In the
past, Commissions have provided reports either directly from each Commission Director, or via a compilation offered by an
officer. This year, our intent is to provide you the Annual Report (usually disseminated a few weeks after the meeting) prior
to the Annual Meeting. In this way, we can simply entertain any questions that arise from your reading of the report.
In another change from the past (I know, I know, “change” can be a dangerous word in some Lutheran circles) (P.S., that’s
a joke!) I intend to implement the electronic communication options approved last January to notify our membership about
the Annual Voters’ Meeting. You will receive your meeting announcement earlier if we have your email address, and you
will be saving your congregation money!
Please watch for further announcements of our Annual Voters’ Meeting on January 22 (inclement weather date is January 29).
Once you have the announcement, please feel free to ask me questions beforehand. And most importantly, please plan to
attend! If you are a Holy Cross member, it is your responsibility!
In His Service,
---KERRY GEFFERT
Holy Cross President

DORCAS GUILD
Hospice patients benefit from the Guild’s knitting and crocheting projects
Dorcas Guild hands have been very busy! In December, this group donated 16 lap robes and healing
shawls to the hospice patients at Griffin Hospital. If you would like to come and join the Guild to knit,
learn a new talent or just to talk, the meetings are from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the second and fourth
Thursdays of each month (weather permitting).
---SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMISSION
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HOLY CROSS CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL
Children to learn how animals deal with winter weather; 2017-18 school year registration to begin
Happy New Year! After a week off for the holidays we are getting back into the school routine. In January we will be
exploring the season of winter. We will have an in-depth study of animals in the winter and how they survive. We will learn
which ones migrate, hibernate or if they stay around as usual. We are also looking forward to teacher
and parent conferences at the end of the month.
Registration for next year will begin on January 17. Please recommend us to your family and friends!
To schedule a visit or find out more information about our school, please contact me at 203-268-6471
or preschool@holycrosstrumbull.com.
In Jesus’ Name,
---MICHELE GLENNON

COMMUNITY SUPPER
Serve the Lord by serving the needy a welcome meal at our monthly commitment in Bridgeport
After eating, a Community Supper client gave our servers a monthly joke, and he then proceeded to wish each server “Merry
Christmas! Merry Christmas! Merry Christmas!” as he left St. John’s Episcopal on December 6. The servers – Amy Geffert,
Jim Leslie, Marissa and Alexis Rodriguez, Brenden and Saviden Semon (from Grace-Stratford), Cliff and
Mary Schrock and Laurie Vaitkus – all smiled. Earlier that day, Lorraine Finch, Stephanie Helminger and
Nancy Sabol, with Grace-Stratford members Helen Harper, Anna Schaaf and Diane Hintz Schyhol, had
assembled the supper of ham, mac and cheese, and broccoli. The 15 volunteers concluded the 2016
outreach feeding program by serving 117 meals.
Holy Cross is responsible for buying the food, preparing and serving the meal on the first Tuesday of the month at St. John’s.
The next community supper for which Holy Cross is responsible for cooking and serving is on Tuesday, January 3. A signup sheet is on the narthex table for volunteers to indicate if they will prepare/cook or serve.
---DAVID and MARY ANN SCHILLER

COVENANT TO CARE FOR CHILDREN
Thank you to those who helped give 26 children in need extra love and smiles for Christmas
It was tremendously heart-warming for me to see our congregation’s response to the annual “Giving Tree” project for
Covenant to Care for Children (CCC). Holy Cross’ adopted DCF social worker, Mimose Ulysse Laurenard, currently has
26 children in her caseload, and each one of these children received a special gift, many of them getting the toy or personal
item that they most desired. What made this year even more special was that we also gave each child a
hat and mitten/glove set. So that meant not 26 ornament tags on the “Giving Tree” but 52; we met the goal
of having 52 total gifts given, with some of the hat/mitten sets being purchased with monetary donations
received from various members. One pre-teen boy only wished to have a basketball, but he likes toy cars
too (so he received a basketball and Hot Wheels)…one toddler girl only wanted a doll (and she was given
not one doll but two!!)… a young girl wanted a Build-A-Bear (and was given an adorably-dressed pink ballerina bear)…and
a teenage girl wanted cosmetic and jewelry items (and got a box with an abundance of make-up and costume jewelry).
While these are just samples of the gifts lovingly given, EVERY SINGLE gift was special and I know they were all donated
with love. Twenty-six wishes asked for, 26 wishes granted!
Thank you to the following people who participated in our Christmas “Giving Tree” project: Mary and Otto Atkinson, the
Bogen Family, Joe and Cindy Ciccia and Dominic Gomes, John and Pat Deloge, Diane Dietman, Donna and Gary DiLalla,
the Geffert Family, Paul Hagberg, George Hermes, Bob and Jesse Kravecs, Dieter and Ingrid Leibold, Jim and Debbie
Leslie, Peggy Liptack, the Messerschmitt Family, Kendra Norman, the Nyitrai Family, Julia and Frank Nyitrai, Sue Ellen
Peglow, Gail Rice, the Rodriguez Family, John Rosen, Nancy Sabol, David and Mary Ann Schiller, Cliff and Mary Schrock,
D.j. Senft, Donna Senft, Bill and Edith Skoog, Linda Suhr, Lori Thompson, Michele and Rick Van Wart and the Holy Cross
Youth Group. I am also very grateful to Kristen Messerschmitt and Gail Rice who spent an afternoon in December helping
me wrap the gifts. And I also thank those that donated gift-wrap supplies.
I am so grateful for your donations – approximately $1,200 worth of “gifts” were donated by our church family for this
Christmas project to children being serviced by this outreach ministry. Mimose was equally grateful and especially moved
that each child received a hat and mitten/glove set. She expressed that so many children in need don’t have adequate
winter outerwear. Mimose picked up all the wrapped gifts on Dec. 19 and was planning to begin delivering them that day.
Yours in Christ,
---MARY SCHROCK, Covenant to Care for Children Liaison

6

COMFORT DOG MINISTRY
Kathryn Struzik makes trip to Rochester as the work of the handlers continues
At the end of November, Lily Comfort Dog, Maggie Comfort Dog and Leah Comfort Dog, accompanied by their handlers
and ministry partners Linda Cinquegrana (Lily), Ken Fay (Maggie), Jodie Fay (Maggie), Kathryn Struzik (Leah) and Lydia
Struzik (Leah), visited with Lisa Rizzari of Rochester, N.Y., as well as the surrounding community.
On the 28th, a Monday, the group visited multiple locations, beginning at School of the Holy Childhood where the dogs
visited with special-needs children and adults. After spending time at the school, the handlers and ministry partners visited the
local news station for an on-stage interview, and had the chance to visit with the staff in the newsroom afterward as well. This
was particularly needed as the tragedy at Ohio State University was just being reported. God works in mysterious ways!
After visiting the news office, the group went to the Strong National Museum of Play and took some pictures with the locals
as well as the visitors to the area. The dogs couldn’t even walk 10 steps without saying hello to a new person! After visiting
the museum, the dogs made a quick stop at the police station in the Town of Gates to visit with some of the working police
officers, and then had some play time before heading off
to the firehouse for the last event of the day. The event
at the firehouse was great fun! Surrounding towns were
invited to have a meet-and-greet with the Comfort Dogs
and to see the fire trucks, police cars and ambulances.
After this great day, the group headed back to the hotel
to get some rest before continuing the “mission of
comfort” the next day. On Tuesday, the 29th, the
handlers and ministry partners continued their
“comforting” at the Monroe Country Social Work Team
Building Day. It was of good fortune to meet with the
President of the Federation of Social Workers of Monroe
County! On that day, the group even had the chance to
visit with and give comfort to some of the staff and
residents of Monroe Community Hospital. What a great
experience it was to visit with such amazing people!
While Kathryn was deployed, Cindy continued the
Comfort Dog ministry work here in Trumbull, Bridgeport
and Bethel. Cindy’s visit at Holy Cross Christian
Preschool on November 28 was fantastic! She read
Bear Says Thanks by Karma Wilson and Jane
Chapman. When finished, there was a chance for
“comfort time.” It was then time to make thankful
necklaces. Addie and Cindy went to each preschooler
and they said what they were thankful for and put one
colored noodle on a necklace. After talking with each
preschooler Addie proudly wore a beautiful HCLC
Preschool Thankful Necklace.
Pastor joined Cindy as her Ministry Partner at New
Prospects on December 5. This was a great session
with the clients – Pastor had a knack for picking out
things in the room to talk about, like the chess board and
pictures. Several clients were leaving in about a week.
One young man was to leave that day but did not have
any home to go to. He is a clean-cut young man, and
was obviously nervous. New Prospects was keeping
him and helping to find housing, but only temporarily.
Cindy could tell he wanted to succeed in his recovery,
but living on the streets was not a good option. Before
leaving Cindy spoke with him and asked if Pastor and
she could pray with him. Pastor came over and we sat
side by side and Pastor prayed for him and the others
“Comfort,” continues on page 7

Above, before a long day of comforting, the Comfort Dog group
says a prayer for open hearts and calm minds for both those
being comforted and those doing the comforting. From left to
right are Linda Cinquegrana with Lily, Ken Fay with Maggie,
Lydia Struzik, Lisa Rizzari, and Kathryn Struzik with Leah.

Below, Leah, Lily and Maggie visited the Strong National
Museum of Play in some of their free time. They enjoyed
visiting with the children playing, as well as took part in their
own game of Twister! Left paw on green everyone!
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that would be leaving. This young man will remain in Cindy’s prayers, that God
may give him a continued path for recovery and shelter.
Bethel Healthcare continues with weekly visits to the residents. They just really
appreciate when our group comes and gives some comfort.
Walking Together, SERVING AS ONE,
---CINDY CICCIA and KATHRYN STRUZIK

THANKS A BUNCH!
This column recognizes the gifts of time and talent our church members provide to do God’s work in our church and
community. If you have an item to include in this monthly column, please jot it down and put it in the “newsletter” mailbox.
To Sabine Bonnar for putting together a beautiful cornucopia display, with Edith and Bill Skoog’s direction, for our
Thanksgiving Eve service.
To Jim and Lorraine Finch for putting together the December display case for our
Advent season.
To Tina Batoh, Pat Deloge, D.j. Senft and Donna Senft for taking on the altar flower
arranging duties for Edith Skoog since her accident. Thanks also to Pat, D.j. and
Donna for completing Edith’s Altar Guild duties at the end of November.
To Carol Burns who coordinated the poinsettia flower orders for Holy Cross.
To the Holy Cross members who helped with either shopping, cooking or serving at the December 6 Community Supper at
St. John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport: Lorraine Finch, Amy Geffert, Stephanie Helminger, Jim Leslie, Alexis Rodriguez,
Marissa Rodriguez, Nancy Sabol, David and Mary Ann Schiller, Cliff and Mary Schrock and Laurie Vaitkus.
To Donna DiLalla, Mary Ann and David Schiller, Billie and Edith Skoog and Paul, Laurie and Joey Vaitkus who
volunteered to polish in the sanctuary on Holy Cross’ “deep cleaning” day on Dec. 10.
To Linda Suhr for her very faithful and weekly commitment to serve as the church-office volunteer, especially for helping
out a few more hours the days prior to Christmas.
To Jim and Lorraine Finch for purchasing and hanging the news curtains in the kitchen.
To Donna Bogen and Laurie Vaitkus for coordinating the midweek Advent soup suppers, with thanks also to Lydia Struzik for
assisting them. Donna, Laurie and Lydia had plenty of help, so thanks to all those who helped them with set-up and cleanup. And a special thanks goes out to all those who brought pots of soup and desserts.
To Kerry Geffert for serving as the music leader during the Holden Evening Prayer liturgy at the midweek Advent services.
To our custodian, Roger Burke. Keeping our church clean is his job, but during the time of year prior to Christmas, Roger
goes above and beyond to make sure our sanctuary, hallways and bathrooms are extra clean. If you are at the church
while Roger is working, be sure to give him an extra thank you.

LOCAL FOOD PANTRY
After the holiday season, food pantry donations are especially needed
Is this just unbelievable news?!?!
The Trumbull community was overwhelmed in response to our recent Holiday Appeal, and the Trumbull
Food Pantry is filled to the brim! We thank you so much. As a result, we are not in need of any particular
items at this time.
The collection at Holy Cross’ Thanksgiving Eve service was a huge success. The altar was filled with bags of groceries,
which the Worship Commission took to the Trumbull Food Pantry.
Donations DO drop after the holiday season so PLEASE donate non-perishable food items such as canned vegetables,
canned fruit, pasta, sauce and condiments, and paper goods like toilet paper, paper towels, and Kleenex. The collection
box is in the narthex.
Blessings,
---SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMISSION

8

LOOKING DEEPER INTO THE BIBLE
Lesson 3: Understanding 1st Thessalonians, Chapter 3
A monthly Bible study involving Scripture reading and explanation
We begin with The Reading: 1st Thessalonians, Chapter 3
1Therefore when we could bear it no longer, we were willing to be left behind at Athens alone, 2and we sent Timothy, our
brother and God’s servant in the gospel of Christ, to establish you in your faith and to exhort you, 3that no one be moved by
these afflictions. You yourselves know that this is to be our lot. 4For when we were with you, we told you beforehand that
we were to suffer affliction; just as it has come to pass, and as you know. 5For this reason, when I could bear it no longer,
I sent that I might know your faith, for fear that somehow the tempter had tempted you and that our labor would be in vain.
6But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and has brought us the good news of your faith and love and reported that
you always remember us kindly and long to see us, as we long to see you— 7for this reason, brethren, in all our distress
and affliction we have been comforted about you through your faith; 8for now we live, if you stand fast in the Lord. 9For what
thanksgiving can we render to God for you, for all the joy which we feel for your sake before our God, 10praying earnestly
night and day that we may see you face to face and supply what is lacking in your faith? 11Now may our God and Father
himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you; 12and may the Lord make you increase and abound in love to one another
and to all men, as we do to you, 13so that he may establish your hearts unblamable in holiness before our God and Father,
at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.
We move into The Study: Regarding the Apostle Paul’s first letter to the Christians at Thessalonica—a “model letter”—
we continue to look at how he wrote as a way to solve a problem or explain how a congregation should react to a situation.
Chapter 1 of First Thess is thought of as Paul’s “pleasant and joyful reminiscences of a blessed relationship,” in which he
sends a personal greeting, prayer, encouragement and thanksgiving. He compliments them
on showing how Christians are linked together. In Chapter 2, the theme is: persistence
overcomes all evil obstacles. That chapter concluded with Paul writing of his frustration at
being kept separated from the Thessalonians, but he is still very pleased by their conduct and
that having them be ready for the Lord’s coming is his hope, joy and crown of boasting.
Now in Chapter 3, Paul does his final “looking back” commentary to what has taken place at
Thessalonica. In fact, the first three chapters fall under this theme. In verses 1-3, Paul
explains that, to overcome the anxious feelings of separation from the Thessalonians that Paul
and Silas felt, Timothy was sent to help them keep in the faith and offer encouragement. To
give some background, in Acts 17:1-10 it is noted that when Paul, Silas and Timothy visited
Thessalonica, Paul preached in the synagogue on three Sabbath days, proclaiming Jesus the
Messiah. Some nonbelievers converted but many Jews became jealous and along with some
ruffians formed a mob and threatened them. Paul and Silas were sent off to Beroea, in
northern Greece, for safety. So, by being away, Paul was worried the Thessalonian church members might feel strong
pangs about Paul’s situation and perhaps have weak moments, even though, as he writes in Verse 4, they know this is the
“lot” or what was meant to be for Paul. The lesson among Christians is a key one. When trials hit us, if we cannot get aid
from the people we’re used to, other “brothers” in Christ can do the job just as well. We all can share in the love of God with
each other.
Sending Timothy back to Thessalonica was a way of showing Paul’s pastoral-type skill. Note in Verse 5 how Paul is trying
to head off any weakness, not wanting the “tempter” to get a foothold in the church there. Paul did not want all their work to
be undone. Verses 6-10 cover Paul’s relief in hearing back from Timothy that all remains well with the church members
and they continue to feel love for Paul and are keeping the faith. Why should we abound more in love? It is a big proof of
our discipleship. Christian love spills over to all men. By Paul saying a prayer to abound in love to one another and to all
men, he specifically prays that they would avoid love directed toward themselves, which because of our sinful human nature,
is a radical character transformation.
Paul marvels that the faithful ones have made him feel the vitality of life, he feels an affirmation of their efforts, and he
cannot fathom the thankfulness he can express to God for them. We feel the same joy and happiness when something we
pray for comes to fruition. We wonder how we can say thank you enough to God. And then right there in verses 11-13, to
assure the Christians he is praying for them, Paul writes a prayer to conclude Chapter 3. He prays God will help him find
his way back to Thessalonica, and that their love for each other will increase just as Paul and his fellow missionaries increase
their love to the church there. He assures them that they will remain blameless before God and do not need to fear the
punishment meant for the ungodly.
---CLIFF SCHROCK
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CELEBRATING JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
Jan. 4: Theodore Pollex
Jan. 6: Cheryl Conte
JoAnne Meyer
Jan. 7: Kimberly Atkinson
Jan. 9: Jimmy Boivie
Jan. 12: Linda Harris
Zachary Hodges
Caroline Hron Weigle
Charlie Hron Weigle
William Malmstedt
Lynn Turnbull
Jan. 13: Christopher Alesevich
Jan. 15: Carol Hughes
Jan. 16: Susan Antoniou
Lauren Schneider

Jan. 17:
Jan. 18:
Jan. 20:
Jan. 23:

Jan. 25:
Jan. 26:
Jan. 27:
Jan. 28:
Jan. 29:
Jan. 30:

Emily Struzik
Kathy Boivie
Katie Brenna
Laura Carroll
Jared Turnbull
Sydney Fitzmorris
Brooke Godsill
John Rosen
Brandon Matthews
Noah Liven
Ron Sjoblom
Gail Rice
Emily Hron Weigle
Tina Batoh
Karen Geffert

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE
Lessons from a snowman
 Simply hanging out in your front yard
can be fun!
 Accessories don’t have to be fancy.
 We’re all made mostly of water.
 You know you’ve “arrived” when a song is written
about you.
 So what if you’re a little bottom-heavy?
 Don’t get too much sun.
 Sweating too much can be disastrous!

General Memorial Fund
In memory of George Jacobs
Matilda Jacobs

---Reprinted with permission from
The Newsletter Newsletter © 2016

CHURCH CHUCKLES

In 2016 Holy Cross members and friends
supported Covenant to Care for
Children through giving gifts to the
children in the caseload of our
church's "adopted" DCF social worker.
This past year, there were three
projects that generated 98 gifts--Easter baskets, backpacks filled with
school supplies, Christmas gifts,
and winter hat/mitten sets.
---Simple fact from our
Social Ministry Commission

