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WISMAR’S WISDOM
Dear Members and Friends of Holy Cross,
By the time you read this newsletter article I will already have left on my deployment and will be down range beginning my
ministry to the airmen and soldiers of Soto Cano Air Base. Many of you have asked what you could do for me and for my
family while I am deployed. This is greatly appreciated and one thing I would ask of you is for you to keep me in your
prayers. It was very nice of our Congregation President, Kerry Geffert, to share a Farewell and Godspeed prayer for me
during the announcement time on Easter Sunday – my last Sunday with you all for the next six months – and I would like to
share with you the prayer he prayed that it may be your prayer for me as I begin this new ministry in the days ahead:
“The Lord Himself goes before you and will be with you; He will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do
not be discouraged” (Deuteronomy 31:8).
Dear All-Present Lord, Pastor Wismar has been given his orders. He knows the
name of the place where he is going to be stationed – at least for a while. His orders
have given his future some direction, but the path ahead remains uncertain. Lord,
we know that your people must always depend upon you. Still, when the questions
far outnumber the answers, we must faithfully throw ourselves into Your hands for
help. Although none of us know what tomorrow may hold, we do know that there is
nothing which is beyond Your knowledge or power. Let that be the confidence that
Pastor Wismar has in You as he is deployed. Be with him, lead him, guide him each
and every day. Send Your Holy Spirit so that he may always be sure that as your
saved child he will be directed, supplied, protected, corrected and cared for by You.
Let Pastor Wismar know that wherever he goes, whatever he does, whatever may
come, You are his God and his guide. Amen.
I also ask that you would pray the following prayer for me and for all chaplains serving the men and women of our Armed Forces:
“Obey your [spiritual] leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give an account.
Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you” (Hebrews 13:17).
Jesus my Good Shepherd, I know that the Bible says no man can serve two masters. Still, that is the difficult office
that is held by the chaplains of our Armed Forces. They must serve You and at the same time be obedient to civil and
military authorities. They serve the Prince of Peace, but may end up doing so on the battlefield. They preach eternal
life, but may do so on a battlefield filled with death. Dear Lord, I wanted to take this time to give you thanks for Pastor
Wismar and all these undershepherds. Let us all rejoice in these officers who have words of comfort for combatants,
who preach Your Word and its truth and purity; who share the Sacraments according to Your will and represent You
under the most difficult of circumstances. Keep them safe, and give them the words and the wisdom, which will show
to all that You are the Savior who is with Your followers wherever they go. In your name. Amen.
And finally, I would like to share this my prayer for you as I leave you for this time:
“A time…has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of
worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and His worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth” (John 4:23-24).
Lord of the Church, we live in a world that is continuously changing. Yesterday’s map quickly becomes a museum
piece, which speaks of nations and borders and rules, which once were, but now exist only in memory. Names of one
“Wismar’s Wisdom,” continues on Page 3
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Tuesday, May 2
5:00 p.m. –
Holy Cross serves Community Supper at St. John’s Epis.-Bridgeport
Sunday, May 7
1:30 p.m. – Greater Bridgeport CROP Walk at Seaside Park-Bridgeport

For Our Readers:
The Holy Cross Word
is best viewed in its
full-color format
on the church website,
holycrosstrumbull.org

Thursday, May 11
7:00 p.m. –
Board of Directors’ meeting
Sunday, May 14 – Mother’s Day
Sunday, May 21
10:30 a.m. – Sunday School Closing Presentation at the late service
1:00 p.m. – Family Bowling at Nutmeg Bowl-Fairfield
Thursday, May 25 – The Ascension of Our Lord
Sunday, May 28
9:00 a.m. – One-service worship schedule begins for the summer
10:15 a.m. – Tea Time Social

Like Holy Cross
on Facebook!
After you “Like” us, you’ll
see postings of upcoming
events, pictures from events
and other notices.

Monday, May 29 – Memorial Day
(OFFICE CLOSED; NO PRESCHOOL)
Sunday, June 4 – The Day of Pentecost (wear red!)
Comfort Dog Sunday
10:30 a.m. – Thrivent Financial Seminar (after the 9 a.m. worship service)
Sunday, June 11 – Holy Trinity Sunday

A STRONG CONNECTION

Wednesday, June 14
9:15 a.m. – Preschool Graduation Ceremony and Program

Faith is like a
modern-day wi-fi link

Monday-Friday, August 7-11
9:00 a.m. – Vacation Bible School

“Faith is like wi-fi: It’s invisible, but
it has the power to connect you to
what you need.” — Anonymous
Reprinted with permission from
The Newsletter Newsletter, © 2017

NEWSLETTER NOTES
HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH—LCMS
5995 Main Street, Trumbull, CT 06611
Pastor’s Study Phone: 203-268-7555; Pastor’s E-mail: pastor@holycrosstrumbull.com
Office Phone: 203-268-4555; Church Office E-mail: office@holycrosstrumbull.com
Website: www.holycrosstrumbull.org
Christian Preschool Phone: 203-268-6471 E-mail: preschool@holycrosstrumbull.com

Worship Services – Sundays: 8 and 10:30 a.m.
SPECIAL WORSHIP NOTE:
Sundays, between May 28 and Labor Day weekend: 9:00 a.m.
PASTOR: Eric A. Wismar
MUSIC DIRECTOR: Sally Finck
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ PRESIDENT: Kerry Geffert
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ VICE-PRESIDENT: Michele Van Wart
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ SECRETARY: Cliff Schrock
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ TREASURER: Greg Dowling
NEWSLETTER MANAGING EDITOR: Cliff Schrock
NEWSLETTER PRODUCTION: Mary Schrock

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Holy Cross congregation is to carry out the Great Commission of our Lord (Matthew 28:18-20).
We will share the love and forgiveness of Our Lord Jesus Christ with one another, our community and the whole
world so that we can take part in the joyous privilege of “making disciples of all nations” through the power of the
preaching and teaching the Word of God, administering His Sacraments, and joining together in service
fellowship according to the confessional standard of the Lutheran Church (Article III).

Our next deadline is…
The next issue of The Holy Cross
Word is the June edition. The
deadline for all
articles is
Monday,
May 15.
Please take
note of this
deadline and plan ahead to
publicize any events and/or share
news with your fellow Holy Cross
members. You can submit articles
to the newsletter mailbox, located
outside the church office, or send
them via e-mail to:
office@holycrosstrumbull.com.
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generation’s national leaders, sports heroes, and movie stars are forgotten by the next. Dear Lord, this sinful world
needs someone who doesn’t change with the ticking of the clock or the turning of the calendar. Your care for sinful
humanity, as seen in Jesus’ sacrificial death and resurrection from the dead, meets our need. Lord, please protect
the members of Holy Cross as they continue to proclaim Your unchanging love. By Your Spirit, give Holy Cross the
power and courage that will move their culture, their community and their world and not be moved by it. May they be
a church which continues to inspire hearts to worship and hands to service; a church which, in a changing world, will
share Your unchanging story of salvation. Because of Jesus, I know you hear me. Amen.
Thank you for praying these prayers and I ask that you would continue to keep me, my family and our Holy Cross church
family in your prayers throughout the months ahead, as I will continue to keep you in mine.
God keep you in His care,
Pastor Wismar

Pretty Up the Pews
Don’t miss your opportunity to participate in the
refurbishment of our sanctuary pews. Submit your
pledge today to help us reach our goal.
Use this link for the pledge form:
https://goo.gl/forms/fhAx6JOVTYyI7iSM2

OR
pick up a form from the narthex table.
ON THE LIGHTER SIDE
A prayer for Mom: May she have a full blessing of patience
A young boy had been misbehaving, so his mother sent him to his room. Sometime later, he came out and told his mom
he’d been praying about the matter. “That’s good,” she replied. “If you ask God for help to not misbehave, He will help
you.” The boy then said to his mom, “Oh, I didn’t pray for help with behaving. I prayed for God to help you put up with me.”
---Reprinted with permission from The Newsletter Newsletter, © 2015

FAMILY BOWLING!
Date: Sunday, May 21
Time: 1:00 p.m.
Location: Nutmeg Bowl in Fairfield
Cost: $10 per person—two games plus shoe rental
This event is open to the entire family! We look forward to a fun time for all, no
matter what your skill level may be. Please sign up (sheet is on the narthex table)
so we know how many lanes to reserve. We hope to see you there!
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PRESIDENT’S JOURNAL
With Pastor Wismar away, there is no shortage of projects we must address
With the month of May, Holy Cross begins a new chapter in its history. And while there will be a general theme to this
new chapter, each of us members has the opportunity to write our own story that will contribute to the overall chapter.
The most obvious theme is the temporary absence of our spiritual shepherd, Pastor Wismar. More than at any other time,
I hope you will continue to lift up in prayer, both Pastor Wismar and his family. And if you have experienced a similar
family situation, I ask you to share your wisdom and support with Pastor’s family.
For all of us, we must remember that we are not in a vacancy. In preparation for this period, we, as a
congregation, developed a strategic plan that serves as a guide for the next six months (even though it
was not originally planned for this purpose – but God had a plan!). That plan calls for, and provides
opportunities for you to step up and demonstrate that you are a member of Holy Cross. To be honest,
it expects you to step up and demonstrate that you are a Holy Cross member. During the deployment
we have an extensive support system that will continue to assist in keeping to our strategic plan and to
the spiritual mission of Holy Cross. This support system includes Pastor Wismar (albeit from afar, but
not totally absent), fellow clergy within southwestern Connecticut, and the leadership of the New
England District. And we are additionally blessed to have a Board of Directors willing to take on the
additional responsibilities to take us through this period. So, what part will you be playing?
Our other theme centers on the importance of 2017 for Lutheranism and Holy Cross, in particular. Our observation of the
500th anniversary of the Reformation kicked off with the concert by the Concordia College-Bronxville Concert Choir. We
plan to observe the Reformation anniversary in other ways in the coming months, but we would certainly like to hear your
ideas and suggestions.
This year also marks the 60th anniversary of Holy Cross’ founding. Thankfully, my pleas at our recent Town Hall meeting
were heard, and we have co-chairs and a budding committee to organize our anniversary celebration. Stay tuned for more
information, or let me know if you would like to help with the plans. Remember, it’s our congregation – yours and mine.
Finally, linked to our anniversary celebration is the refurbishment of our sanctuary pews. As I write, we are more than
halfway to our goal of approximately $12,000 in pledges. There is still time for you to participate in this effort to maintain
the beauty of our sanctuary!
In His Service,
---KERRY GEFFERT
Holy Cross President

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
Five members received into
membership on March 26
Holy Cross officially welcomed five
new adults into membership at the
late service on Sunday, March 26.
We are happy to welcome Cristina
Curto, Sally Finck, Sue Ellen
Peglow, Thomasina Petrahai and
Zachary Wendling.
In between the services on that day, the Shepherds’
Commission hosted a new-member fellowship; each
new member was introduced and given a small gift
bag. All those in attendance enjoyed pastries, cake,
coffee and fellowship. Please continue to welcome
these new members into our Holy Cross family!
---THE SHEPHERDS’ COMMISSION
From left to right are Sue Ellen Peglow, Thomasina Petrahai,
Pastor Wismar, Cristina Curto, Zachary Wendling and Sally Finck.
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HOLY CROSS FELLOWSHIP
Sip some tea and enjoy fellowship
at this rescheduled social event!
The Tea Time Social, which had been canceled
back in February due to inclement weather, has
been rescheduled, and now we
won’t have to worry about snow or
ice canceling this event!
Please join us on Sunday, May 28,
immediately after the 9 a.m.
Worship Service. We will have an
assortment of teas to choose from,
with a juice alternative for those
who don’t drink tea. We will also
have an assortment of finger foods. This is a great
time for fellowship, allowing us to sit and talk in a
low-key, relaxed atmosphere. Please sign up so
we know how many people for which to prepare.
We hope to see you all there at this first-time event.
---JIM ATKINSON

CALLING ALL GRADUATES
Graduate information forms due on June 11
If you are graduating from high school or college this
spring, we encourage you to share the details about this
exciting milestone with your church family. We plan to
recognize all of our graduates in the July/August
newsletter. Please take a “Graduate Information” form
(blue half-sheet), found on the narthex table, fill it out,
and return it to the Church Office mailbox by Sunday,
June 11. Please let us know who you are – we can’t list
you if we don’t have your graduation/future plans details.
You are important to us!

WE ARE FAMILY
This column is devoted to family news about Holy Cross members and friends. Please turn in items to the newsletter box.
Congratulations to Joanne Bogen, Jacqueline Dale, Peter Messerschmitt, Jessica Nyitrai and
Joey Vaitkus, who completed two years of Confirmation instruction and took part in the Rite of
Confirmation during worship on April 2. During this Rite of Confirmation, these young people publicly
professed faith in the Triune God, promising to follow Jesus and live as faithful Christians. As they
received God’s blessing and the prayers of the congregation, they were reminded that they will
continue to grow in Christ throughout their lives, as none of us ever finishes growing as God’s Child!
God’s blessings to two Holy Cross families who each rejoiced upon the Baptism of their new baby on
Palm Sunday weekend—
On the afternoon of Saturday, April 8, Andrew and Lauren Sylling and big sister Caroline brought
their infant daughter and sister Samantha Claire to the waters of Holy Baptism. Samantha’s
sponsors were her uncle, Joshua Eckert, and her grandmother, Candyce Sylling. On Palm Sund ay,
at the late service, Vincent and Deborah (Deloge) Riccio and their older children Alex and Riley
brought their infant son and brother Luke Vincent forward to the Baptismal font to be baptized. Luke’s
sponsors were his uncle, Thomas Deloge, and his aunt Rindaanne Riccio We welcome these children – Samantha
Claire and Luke Vincent – into the Family of God, through the life-giving waters of Holy Baptism, and look forward to the
new relationship we will have with them.
The Maundy Thursday service on April 13 was special for Peter Antoniou, Emma Gentry, Halle
Hwang, Ethan Rentz and Andrew Sjoblom as they were welcomed to the Lord’s Table to celebrate
Holy Communion for the first time. We pray that these young people will remain faithful to Christ and to
His Church, finding joy and strength in His body and blood, the signs of His love for the world.

Summer Worship schedule begins on May 28
Our 9 a.m., one-service worship schedule for the summer
begins Sunday, May 28, and will continue through
September 3, the Sunday of Labor Day weekend.
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HOLY CROSS CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL
Children get first-hand view of the cycles of life
The children have been busy learning about the many different animals that God has created. We have been exploring
farm, zoo, rainforest and ocean animals. We learned about their habitats, life cycles and what they need to survive.
We are daily watching the growth of the seeds we planted.
marigolds, zinnias and morning glories.

Our bean plants are getting so tall! We also planted

We are also observing our four caterpillars as they become butterflies. Each of the four
caterpillars have now formed a chrysalis! We can’t wait until they emerge as beautiful butterflies!
We had a wonderful visit with our friends from the Rock of Agers on April 19! Edith Skoog read
the book “Duckie’s Rainbow.” She also talked about Noah’s Ark and sang a fun song to go
along with it. We made rainbow necklaces and rainbow muffins…yum!
Since our Easter celebration our Bible stories will focus on Jesus’ appearance to the disciples after His resurrection and
His subsequent ascension to heaven. We rejoice in the knowledge of His promise to be with us always! And on the topic
of celebrations, on Friday, May 12, we will have our Mother’s Day Celebration. This is a very special day for both the
children and their moms. We will make a special dessert and sing songs to let our moms know how much we love them!
We currently have openings in all our classes for next year and we have begun accepting registration for our summer
camp. Don’t forget to check out our school’s Facebook page to see pictures of all our exciting activities!
In Jesus’ Name,
---MICHELE GLENNON

DISCIPLESHIP REPORT
The regular routine continues: Great events held, more on the horizon
Hello to everyone. We on the Discipleship Commission hope you had a joyous Easter. Our Lenten soup suppers were
very well attended and always had a nice variety of tasty soups. I would like to thank Dave and Mary Ann Schiller for all
the help they provided throughout the five weeks. I also need to thank my commission – Lydia Struzik, Donna Bogen and
Laurie Vaitkus. Special thanks go out to Donna and Laurie for organizing and setting up
everything each week. We would like to thank everyone who brought soups and desserts, and
those who helped with the clean-up.
This month we have two events to promote. First is the Family Bowling afternoon at Nutmeg
Bowl in Fairfield. It will be held on Sunday, May 21, at 1 p.m. The boxed item on Page 3 has all
the details. The second event is the rescheduled Tea Time Social. It will be held on Sunday,
May 28, immediately following the 9 a.m. service. In case you missed it, go back to Page 5 for
more information in the “Holy Cross Fellowship” article. We hope to see you at one or both of
these events.
In the month of June we will also host two events. First will be the rescheduled Antiques Seminar on Saturday, June 10,
at 10 a.m., led by Otto Atkinson. Look for more information in the June newsletter. Our other June activity is the Family
Movie Night at 7 o’clock on Friday, June 16. The movie will be “father themed” for Father’s Day weekend. Look for more
information in the June newsletter.
If you have questions or would like to be involved in any of these activities, please ask one of us – Lydia Struzik, Donna
Bogen, Laurie Vaitkus or myself.
May God watch over and bless you all,
---JAMES ATKINSON
Discipleship Commission Director

THE DAY OF PENTECOST IS SUNDAY , JUNE 4…WEAR RED!
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OUR FLOCK
Christian caring and praying at Holy Cross
This is the Shepherds’ Commission’s “FYI” column letting our members know for whom we have prayed during our recent
worship services. Please continue to remember these people in your prayers.
We remember our members: Carlos Calvao, as he deals with a recurrence of a brain tumor; Ron Dietman; Cole
Dowling; Valerie and Richard Huydic, for safe travel; Gary Jackson; Edna Karacsony, suffering with dementia; Jesse
Kravecs, as she recuperates from knee-replacement surgery; JoAnne Meyer; Barbara Schneider; David Schiller,
recovering from triple-bypass surgery; Monika Seyal; Michael Weldon, suffering with lower back pain; Barbara White,
dealing with health issues; and our homebound – Bernice Erickson.
During the past month, we also prayed for family and friends: Robert Butler, Laura Dowling’s father, recovering from the
insertion of a pacemaker; Christina Dean, a relative of Paul Hagberg, suffering from lymphoma; Linda Desabella, friend of
Patty Peterson, battling cancer; Danny Doherty, brother of Maura Senft, recovering from quintuple-bypass surgery; Marti
Fischer, cousin of Carol Burns, who is blind and paralyzed; Kathy Gardner, Jim Leslie’s sister, recovering from cancer
surgery; Walter Geffert, brother of Nancy Sabol, recovering from colon surgery; seven-year-old, Caroline
Herrington, undergoing aggressive chemotherapy for kidney cancer; Colin Hoben, 12-year-old friend of
the Nyitrai family, undergoing a stem-cell transplant for a recurrence of lymphoma; Ramona Kondracki,
wife of a co-worker of Jim Leslie, who has begun chemotherapy for cancer in her sinus cavity; Joan
Meyer, friend of the Dietmans, dealing with memory issues; Gertrude Moran, friend of Anita Schoch,
going through treatments for lymphoma; Patrick Murphy, Pat Peterson’s brother, diagnosed with liver
cancer and recovering from surgery; Chris O’Brien, friend of Mary and Otto Atkinson, paralyzed as a
result of an accident; Joseph Parker, Julianne Nyitrai’s father, who underwent triple-bypass surgery;
Melissa Prater, Lisa Bailey’s daughter, undergoing medical testing; Dolores Reisman, Barbara White’s sister-in-law,
undergoing aggressive chemotherapy treatment for breast cancer; Luis Rivera, friend of Doris Bernt, who had a lung
transplant; Sharon Robinson, daughter of Anita Beer, recovering from surgery; Rev. Richard Schuller, a missionary pastor
in Puerto Rico, healing from injuries he sustained when hit by a car; Joey Senft, cousin of the Senft family, with ALS (Lou
Gehrig’s disease); David Sochacki, friend of Nancy and Jerry Sabol, following brain surgery; Mike Stachura, friend of the
Schrocks, with a relapse of kidney cancer, for effective radiation treatment to eliminate tumors and cancer cells; Lorraine
Tamas, neighbor of the Leslies, who suffered a stroke; Mike Tavares, friend of John and Pat Deloge, who is battling Valley
Fever and recovering from surgery to place a shunt in his head; Craig Wilson, son of a friend of John and Pat Deloge,
recovering from tongue cancer surgery; Jim Wixson, diagnosed with bladder cancer and undergoing chemotherapy.
Other prayer petitions were for:
Protection for all those serving in the military, including Timothy Benson Jr., Michael Collins, Joao Paulo Silva
Gomes, Ben Milositz, Jake Novak, Steve Novak, Ryan Rubega, Michael Schweitzer and Daniel Struzik.
If your friend or family member is on this list, keep us updated on his or her progress. When you have requests for prayers to be
included in our worship services, you can e-mail the church office at office@holycrosstrumbull.com or call 203-268-4555
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. weekdays. The Shepherds’ Commission will also include the prayer requests in
this monthly report. If you would like to be included in our e-mail Prayer Circle, please provide your name and e-mail
address to the church office.
---DONNA SENFT
Shepherd’s Commission

Save the date!

COMFORT DOG SUNDAY!
On June 4 we will have two special guests during our worship service – Comfort Dogs Addie and Leah, along with
their handlers and ministry partners. Following the service, we will host a coffee hour for a meet and greet.
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COMMUNITY SUPPER
Serve the Lord by serving the needy a welcome meal at our monthly commitment in Bridgeport
Question: “What’s the difference between a teacher and a train?” Reply: “A teacher says ‘Spit your gum out,’ and a train
says, ‘chew, chew, chew.’ ” One Community Supper client usually has a joke or two for the servers. That was his joke
when he came to eat on April 4, and the servers responded with laughter.
Again, Lorraine and Jim Finch had graciously offered to shop for the groceries. They were joined by
cooks: Cindy Ciccia and Stephanie Helminger, and from Grace Lutheran-Stratford, Helen Harper and
Diane Hintz Schyhol. By late afternoon, Joey Ciccia, Mary and Cliff Schrock and Alexis, Marissa and
Donna Rodriguez arrived to carve hams and accomplish other last-minute tasks. The kitchen really
hums during those final 40 minutes. They were joined by Kendra Norman, Savi Semon and Laurie
Vaitkus to serve 88 meals.
Holy Cross is responsible for buying the food, preparing and serving the meal on the first Tuesday of the month at St.
John’s Episcopal. The next community supper for which Holy Cross is responsible for cooking and serving is on Tuesday,
May 2. A sign-up sheet is on the narthex table for volunteers to indicate if they will prepare/cook or serve.
---DAVID and MARY ANN SCHILLER

TECH TALK
Keep your private information private to prevent I.D. theft
Social media is a great way to keep in touch with family, find lost friends, keep up with the latest news or see all of your
church’s announcements (hint hint). Unfortunately, it is also a place where sharing too much information about yourself
and your family can open you up to identity theft. A short time ago I received a Facebook friend request from my motherin-law who I was already friends with. This request had a picture of her and looked real. I thought something might have
happened (like the first time when she forgot her password and just created another account). After contacting her I
learned that this was not the case. Since her account was completely open to the public, someone copied all of her
information, downloaded a picture of her, and created a new account posing as her. The person even downloaded her
complete friends list and requested to be friends with them with the new account. My motherin-law had to contact everyone she was friends with notifying them of the false account and to
unfriend and block this new person. She also needed to make sure there was no activity on
her credit cards and bank accounts.
Most likely this was a person who wanted to send advertisements to all of my mother-in-law’s
friends or pose as her in order to collect their personal information in order to steal their
identities as well. She doesn’t remember clicking on any strange links or friending people she
didn’t know. Her only mistake was allowing her personal information to be accessed by the public. I have some friends
who have their Facebook account completely open (just like my mother-in-law) and they have entered their full name,
address, home phone, cell phone, birthday, relative’s names, education history, and even their current occupation and
place of employment. That is a shocking amount of information to have exposed to the digital world. People can use that
information to steal your identity or break into your house when you post that you are going away.
While social media is fun, you have to be really careful of what you share. Remember that even though the websites ask
for your personal information you should not feel obligated to provide it. Do not friend anyone you do not know. You can
select a small portion of your friends to share pictures and posts with if you wish. You can select what friends have
permission to see your address and phone number. If you do not know how to do these things there are plenty of
materials online to help and you can always ask a friend. Please keep yourself safe.
If you found this interesting or have any comments or questions feel free to contact me anytime at
TechnologyDirector@holycrosstrumbull.com . Follow us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/hclchurch/ .
Tech Tip for the month: Remember—you can limit who you share your personal information with on Facebook. Go to
the “Quick Help” button on the top bar (question mark) and to “Privacy Checkup.” Go through that for most of the quick
options. For more detailed settings go to “Privacy Shortcuts.”
---GARY MESSERSCHMITT
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SANCTUARY AND ALTAR DEEP-CLEANING
Bi-annual cleaning tasks divided into two
work sessions, on March 26 and April 1

Have youngsters 10 or younger?
Plan to attend a Thrivent Financial seminar
after the Sunday, June 4, worship service.
Parents, Kids and Money Matters®
Tools for talking to your child about
spending influences and about share, save
and spend options while making it fun.
Registration will be necessary to ensure
sufficient children’s gifts.

Worship, Thrivent and Comfort Dogs!
A Sunday with something for everyone!

CLOTHING DONATIONS
Clothing being accepted
for new season
Spring is here! Please donate your
gently-used spring clothing to the
Summerfield Clothes Closet. The
collection box is in the narthex.
---SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMISSION

On Sunday, March 26, the Youth Group was scheduled to
clean the pews followed by a meeting. Congregation
members were encouraged to stay after the service and
help them. A plethora of people did stay! From ages 6 to
80 – as well as one of the newest members, Zach –
volunteers scurried through the sanctuary with Murphy’s
Oil Soap, rags and chatter. Then they followed through
with Pledge where our hands help us rise for certain
portions of the service.
Bret
Helminger transported all the pencils
between his mom sharpening and
Pat Deloge repositioning the
sharpened ones. In a little more
than an hour everyone went home
and the youth had their meeting.
Many Hands: God’s Work.
April Fool’s Day played a trick on the Schillers when they
got a call from Laurie saying, “Where are you and the
supplies for cleaning the brass and silver ware?” The
Schillers had thought the second cleaning session was
on April 8, so they hustled around the house getting
supplies and proceeded to church where Bill and Edith
Skoog, Ingrid and Deter Leibold, and Paul and Laurie
Vaitkus were ready to polish the communion vessels and
candlesticks until they gleamed.
Between both cleaning sessions we had 23 total
volunteers! Thank you to Peter Antoniou, Kim and Jim
Atkinson, Joanne Bogen, Pat Deloge, Lorraine Finch,
Stephanie and Bret Helminger, Ingrid and Dieter Leibold,
Jessica, Danny and Julianne Nyitrai, David and Mary Ann
Schiller, Andrew Sjoblom, Paul, Laurie and Joey Vaitkus,
Miharu, Jorge and Kai Wismar, and Zach Wendling.
---THE ALTAR GUILD LEADS:
Mary Ann Schiller, Edith Skoog, Donna Senft, Laurie Vaitkus

CELEBRATING MAY BIRTHDAYS
May 1:
May 5:
May 6:
May 7
May 9:
May 10:

May 11:
May 12:
May 13:

Jean Caminiti
Mary Atkinson
Nancy Dolan
Carol Burns
David Hughes
Tara Mladsi
Jim Leslie
Ursula Naumann
George Hermes
Donna Jackson
Lia Veteri
Clinton Peterson
Edna Karacsony
Nicole Ciccia

May 14:
May 16:
May 20:
May 23:
May 24:

May 26:
May 28:
May 29:
May 30:
May 31:

Sophia Bogle
Mia Wismar
Cheryl Caminiti
Diane Dietman
Josh Wilson
Dieter Leibold
Lisa Bailey
George Mladsi
Cliff Schrock
Kerry Geffert
Buela John
Maura Senft
Jesse Rohleder II
Blake Deloge
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COMFORT DOG MINISTRY
Each month we share with newsletter readers the work we do with the Comfort Dogs. That work continues and we also
continue to be deployed when needed. Doing this sometimes brings us to an uncomfortable situation and sometimes to a
joyous situation. We pray that the Lord will be with us as we head out to our assignments.
Daily we receive devotions from Lutheran Church Charities (LCC). We thought we would share the devotion from April 1
with you. It was written by Jeanine Weintz, who is on staff at Lutheran Church Charities in the area of Donor Relations.
Holy Cross received permission to print this devotion in our newsletter directly from Ms. Weintz and Lutheran Church Charities.
While reading this particular devotion, we thought about our workplace jobs and our volunteerism. We are all so busy but when
the Lord calls us to reach out to do a task we should grab the opportunity with enthusiasm and trust He will be by our side.
Walking Together, SERVING AS ONE,
---CINDY CICCIA and KATHRYN STRUZIK
The April 1 Daily Devotion from LCC: “Which Dog Is In Charge?”
Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, since you know
that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. – Colossians
3:23-24
All of us have a boss. Even our boss has a boss. Recently a letter we received contained questions children had
regarding our Comfort Dog ministry. My favorite question came from one of the children who asked, “Which dog
is the boss?” Even a child recognizes the fact that someone has to be in charge.
In wisdom the Lord knew we would encounter workplace circumstances and challenges. He knew that man
would posture and clamor for places of importance, pivoting himself against other workers in a competition of
power. In Colossians 3:23-24 the Lord cuts to the chase and gives us the
real focus and attitude we are to exhibit as workers in society; He is our
Boss! Scripture reminds us that we are not working to please others but
to please the Lord. When we serve an earthly boss we are demonstrating
our willingness to serve the Lord in whatever capacity He has called us.
The Lord gives opportunity to serve Him in all situations and
circumstances. When the Lord is in it, all things work together for His
kingdom purposes. No assignment from God is too great or too small.
We must be careful not to approach assignments from the Lord with our
attached addendums and change orders, determined to suit our personal
needs and desires. Instead, in humility and obedience, we must greet
each new day asking, “How can I serve You today, Lord?” Trust the Lord
to give you what you need to do the task. Ask Him to increase the passion He placed within you, leading you to
places of opportunity to use the gifts and talents He has entrusted to you. Pray, ask Him for His desire for your
life and then serve Him wholly.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, I submit my life desires to You, for You have called me to do the work of Your
Kingdom. Open my eyes to see Your presence and purposes, in Jesus’s name. Amen.

LOCAL FOOD PANTRY
Donations for the Trumbull Food Pantry may be left in the collection box in the narthex
The Trumbull Food Pantry is able to exist almost solely through donations from individuals and groups throughout the
community. We thank you for the recent donations that have been left in the collection box in the narthex and thank you
in advance for any non-perishable items, but especially the following that are most needed:








Deodorant (male or female)
Toothpaste
Toilet paper
Paper towels
Laundry soap
Juice boxes
Feminine hygiene products

---SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMISSION
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THANKS A BUNCH!
This column recognizes the gifts of time and talent our church members provide to do God’s work in our church and
community. If you have an item to include in this monthly “thank you” column, please jot it down and put it in the
“newsletter” mailbox.
To Carol Burns for coordinating the order of special Easter flowers.
To all those who helped at the sanctuary and altar “deep cleaning” sessions on March 26 and April 1: Peter Antoniou,
Kim and Jim Atkinson, Joanne Bogen, Pat Deloge, Lorraine Finch, Stephanie and Bret Helminger, Ingrid and
Dieter Leibold, Jessica, Danny and Julianne Nyitrai, David and Mary Ann Schiller, Andrew Sjoblom, Billie and
Edith Skoog, Paul, Laurie and Joey Vaitkus, Miharu, Jorge and Kai Wismar, and Zach Wendling.
To Kerry Geffert for securing $250 of seed money through a Thrivent Action Team to begin Club Comfort with Comfort
Dog Leah once a month at New Prospects.
To those who helped with set-up, food preparation and clean-up for the Confirmands’ Dinner on
March 28: Our Shepherds’ Commission members Donna Senft, Hugh Hughes and Gary Jackson,
with extra helping hands from John and Pat Deloge.
To all those who helped in any way with the Lenten soup suppers, including Jim Atkinson, Donna
Bogen, David and Mary Ann Schiller, Lydia Struzik and Laurie Vaitkus. Special thanks also to all
cooks and bakers who brought a pot of soup or desserts to one or more of the soup suppers, and to
all those who helped with set-up or clean-up.
To the Holy Cross members who helped with either shopping, cooking or serving at the April 4
Community Supper at St. John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport: Cindy and Joe Ciccia, Jim and Lorraine
Finch, Stephanie Helminger, Kendra Norman, Alexis Rodriguez, Donna Rodriguez, Marissa
Rodriguez, Mary Ann Schiller, Cliff and Mary Schrock and Laurie Vaitkus.
To Linda Suhr for her weekly commitment to volunteer in the church office.
To Jim and Lorraine Finch for coordinating the Annual Easter Breakfast. As with so many of our events there were
plenty of helpers, and Jim and Lorraine were grateful for all the people who helped to set up, serve food and clean up
before, during and after the breakfast: Mary Atkinson, Joe and Cindy Ciccia, Sally Finck, Kerry and Karen Geffert,
George Hermes, Gary Messerschmitt, Nathan Morrissey, Gail Rice, Alexis Rodriguez, Donna Rodriguez, Marissa
Rodriguez, Marty and Sherry Schaivone, David and Mary Ann Schiller, and Cliff and Mary Schrock. We know there
were so many others who pitched in to help after the breakfast with cleaning the tables, sweeping the floor, putting
away tables and chairs and setting up the preschool furniture. While your name may not be listed, please know that your
help was most certainly appreciated. Also, we can’t forget to thank all those who brought food to share – from egg
casseroles, to the muffins, pastries and fruit, we had such a delicious breakfast spread. The Fellowship Hall was full,
making for a wonderful event. Our clean-up crew had an extra “heavy lift” as most of the crowd departed for second
service—so an extra big thank you to the clean-up crew!
To Diane Dietman, Alexis Rodriguez, Donna
Rodriguez and Marissa Rodriguez for planning and
leading the Easter egg hunt for all the kids on Easter
morning. From the pictures on Facebook, it looks like
all the kids had fun!
To Lorraine Finch for keeping our narthex display case
current during Holy Week, with simple, yet meaningful
touches for Palm Sunday, Good Friday and Easter.

CHURCH CHUCKLES
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LOOKING DEEPER INTO THE BIBLE
Lesson 7: Understanding 1st Peter, Chapter 2
A monthly Bible study involving Scripture reading and explanation
We begin with The Reading: 1st Peter, Chapter 2 (RSV)
The blessings of the Redeemed: Exhortation to a holy life
1
So put away all malice and all guile and insincerity and envy and all slander. 2Like newborn babes, long for the pure spiritual
milk, that by it you may grow up to salvation; 3for you have tasted the kindness of the Lord.
The blessings of the Redeemed: Christ our cornerstone
4
Come to him, to that living stone, rejected by men but in God’s sight chosen and precious; 5and like living stones be yourselves
built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands
in scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and he who believes in him will not be put to
shame.” 7To you therefore who believe, he is precious, but for those who do not believe, “The very stone which the builders rejected
has become the head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that will make men stumble, a rock that will make them fall”; for they stumble
because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s
own people, that you may declare the wonderful deeds of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you
were no people but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy but now you have received mercy.
The duties of believers: The Christian and unbelievers
11
Beloved, I beseech you as aliens and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh that wage war against your soul.
12
Maintain good conduct among the Gentiles, so that in case they speak against you as wrongdoers, they may see your good
deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation.
The duties of believers: The Christian and the state
13
Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme, 14or to governors as sent
by him to punish those who do wrong and to praise those who do right. 15For it is God’s will that by doing right you should put to
silence the ignorance of foolish men. 16Live as free men, yet without using your freedom as a pretext for evil; but live as servants
of God. 17Honor all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.
The duties of believers: Slaves and their masters
18
Servants, be submissive to your masters with all respect, not only to the kind and gentle but also to the overbearing. 19For one
is approved if, mindful of God, he endures pain while suffering unjustly. 20For what credit is it, if when you do wrong and are
beaten for it you take it patiently? But if when you do right and suffer for it you take it patiently, you have God’s approval. 21For to
this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.
The duties of believers: Christ our great example
22
He committed no sin; no guile was found on his lips. 23When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he
did not threaten; but he trusted to him who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to
sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 25For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned
to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls.

We move into The Study: Recall that the Apostle Peter’s first letter is directed toward suffering Christians, many from
Jerusalem who now live in northern Asia Minor (mainly present-day Turkey). They were fearful of persecution and
death but Peter said to have hope in the middle of anguish and persecution. Chapter 2 starts off with a continuation of
how Chapter 1 concluded with “the blessings of the Redeemed: Exhortation to a holy life.” Peter is writing one bit
of encouragement after another at this point, and advises to not do evil, revert to trickery, be insincere, envious or
speak falsely. Rather, his readers should be as ready as a newborn to drink in
things that are pure for the spirit. It is with this nourishment that Christians
mature into faith for salvation.
Starting with Verse 4, at this point in the letter, Peter wants to remind the readers
about Christ, His coming and His purpose. Peter describes Jesus as the
Cornerstone, a blessing of the redeemed. Peter instructs the Christians to come
toward the Living Stone, who man rejected but was precious in God’s sight
nonetheless. As imitators of Jesus, the Christians themselves can be living stones,
part of a spiritual house and united to Christ by faith. Peter then quotes from Isaiah,
Psalms and Hosea, explaining Jesus as our Cornerstone. Christians depend upon
Christ and are based upon Him, but for those who rejected Him, He is a stumbling
block. They are disobedient and fall. In Verse 9 Peter delivers a powerful
reaffirmation of who the persecuted Christians are: people chosen by God to
emerge from darkness into light and proclaim God’s mighty acts.
“Looking Deeper,” continues on page 13
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“Looking Deeper,” continued from page 12

Having built up the readers’ confidence, Peter switches in Verse 11 to describe the duties of these believers. He calls
them aliens because all Christians are living in this earthly world but we are not to be of it, but live as aliens, knowing our
real world is heaven. He tells them to fight against wanting to embrace desires of the flesh, and to be honorable even in
the face of hostility shown toward them. Specifically, Peter instructs them to accept the human authority that rules over
them. And he writes that basic principles are important: honor everyone, do not show evil, love the special family of
believers, fear God, honor earthly rulers.
Interestingly, and in quite a difficult teaching, Peter devotes a few verses to slaves, telling them to accept the authority of
their masters, even those who treat them badly. He says it is special for the godly who endure pain given unjustly.
Saying that Christ was an example of someone who suffered for others—thus unjustly—he says slaves who suffer even
when doing right earn God’s approval.
Chapter 2 concludes with an additional comment about Christ as the great example for us, quoting from Isaiah 53:9 how
Jesus was free of sin and deceit. Jesus was abused, suffered, and judged unjustly, but He didn’t retaliate with abuse,
threats or rebellion. All this He did so that by “His wounds you have been healed.”
Next month: 1 Peter, Chapter 3
---CLIFF SCHROCK

WORDS TO LIVE BY
Whatever you say and do, decisions you make – no matter how big or small – they all matter
“Good and evil both increase at compound interest. That is why the little decisions you and I make every day are of such
infinite importance. The smallest good act today is the capture of a strategic point from which, a few months later, you
may be able to go on to victories you never dreamed of. An apparently trivial indulgence in lust or anger today is the loss
of a ridge or railway line or bridgehead from which the enemy may launch an attack otherwise impossible.”
---Words written by C.S. Lewis, from his book Mere Christianity
Reprinted with permission from The Newsletter Newsletter, © 2017

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL AT HOLY CROSS
Join us for a week of crafts, Bible adventures, stories, music and outdoor fun!

August 7-11, from 9 a.m. to Noon
Grades K-5 (grade entering in Sept. 2017)
Registration is ongoing until filled.
(Forms are on the narthex table)
If you have questions, leave a message for Kimberly Atkinson at the church office, 203 -268-7555.

