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THOUGHTS FROM ONE OF OUR GUEST PASTORS
Remember your summer memories, but most importantly, remember Jesus’ love for you
Labor Day usually marks the end of summer. As a boy, this weekend was a “downer” because it meant that my summer
adventures were over and school was about to begin. As an adult, it has meant that I once again needed to settle down to
a normal and regular routine.
But then as now, there were always summer experiences to be remembered.
My wife and I were once again in the Poconos at the cottage I described in my previous article – no TV, no internet. The
cottage was once part of a complex called Lutherland and it included hotels, recreational opportunities and three camps –
one of which was for young adults. Activities included softball and volleyball, road trips, bonfires, evening entertainment
(square dancing) and lots more. More than one romance blossomed there leading to an eventual marriage. Upon leaving
the parking lot, there was a large sign mounted over the road that simply read, “Remember”. And “remember” they did.
Remember!
So, what do you remember and treasure from this past summer? The trips
you took? Backyard barbeques? Family gatherings? Those long walks and
talks you had with a loved one? Some spiritual introspection? Much to
choose from. Memories are important and should be celebrated – not just from
the summer, but from all aspects of life.
And this includes when we attend church. As I greet members following a
church service, some gracefully say, “Good sermon, Pastor.” That’s nice to
hear because I do work on my message. Yet, I wonder, how much of what
was said will be remembered before the day is over.
When we celebrate the Eucharist and I repeat the words of consecration, I quote Jesus’ words, “Do this in remembrance of
me.” Remember!
But what exactly did Jesus want you and me to remember? What do you choose to remember?
In addition to Jesus’ life, death and resurrection – all items confessed in the Creeds – I suggest that you remember that He
loves you. Always has and always will. He once loved you enough to offer His life that your sins might be forgiven and
that you might be reconciled to God. And He loves you just as much today. It is through the lens of His love that you can
remember everything else He has and continues to do for you and me.
Once we reflect upon God’s love, changes take place. Changes in our attitudes, our language, our actions. We will want
to demonstrate that His love is not offered in vain but rather produces positive results. The fruit of faith!
With everything else going on in our busy lives, it’s not easy to focus and remember such items of spiritual importance. But
it is important to do so. It’s important to reflect on why Jesus remains so crucial in our lives – to “remember”.
So, when you next celebrate the Eucharist and hear those words of consecration – “Do this in remembrance of me” – what
will you remember?
---REV. WILLIAM MEYER
Pastor Emeritus of the Lutheran Church of the Resurrection, Garden City, New York
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For Our Readers:

Monday, September 4 – Labor Day (CHURCH OFFICE/PRESCHOOL CLOSED)
Sunday, September 10
8:00 and 10:30 a.m. – Two-service Worship schedule resumes
9:15 a.m. –
Sunday School resumes
9:30 a.m. –
Adult Bible Class resumes
Monday, September 11
7:30 p.m. – Holy Cross Choir rehearsals resume
Thursday, September 14
7:00 p.m. – Board of Directors’ meeting
Sunday, September 17
Noon –
ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC,
immediately following the late service

The Holy Cross Word
is best viewed in its
full-color format
on the church website,
holycrosstrumbull.org

Like Holy Cross
on Facebook!
After you “Like” us,
you’ll see postings of
upcoming events,
pictures from events
and other notices.

Sunday, October 22
Noon –
60th Anniversary Reception immediately follows the late service
Sunday, October 29 – Reformation Sunday
Our guest pastor on this day is New England District President,
Rev. Timothy Yeadon
Noon –
60th Anniversary Luncheon

KEEP LIFE IN BALANCE
Words by Blaise Pascal,
French mathematician,
inventor, writer and
Catholic theologian
“Knowing God without knowing our
wretchedness leads to pride.
Knowing our wretchedness without
knowing God leads to despair.
Knowing Christ gives the balance.”
Reprinted with permission from
The Newsletter Newsletter, © 2015

NEWSLETTER NOTES
HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH—LCMS
5995 Main Street, Trumbull, CT 06611
Pastor’s Study Phone: 203-268-7555; Pastor’s E-mail: pastor@holycrosstrumbull.com
Office Phone: 203-268-4555; Church Office E-mail: office@holycrosstrumbull.com
Website: www.holycrosstrumbull.org
Christian Preschool Phone: 203-268-6471 E-mail: preschool@holycrosstrumbull.com

SPECIAL WORSHIP NOTES:
Sunday Worship Service—Sept. 3: 9:00 a.m.; Beginning Sept. 10: 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.
PASTOR: Eric A. Wismar
MUSIC DIRECTOR: Sally Finck
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ PRESIDENT: Kerry Geffert
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ VICE-PRESIDENT: Michele Van Wart
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ SECRETARY: Cliff Schrock
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ TREASURER: Greg Dowling
NEWSLETTER MANAGING EDITOR: Cliff Schrock
NEWSLETTER PRODUCTION: Mary Schrock

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Holy Cross congregation is to carry out the Great Commission of our Lord (Matthew 28:18-20).
We will share the love and forgiveness of Our Lord Jesus Christ with one another, our community and the whole
world so that we can take part in the joyous privilege of “making disciples of all nations” through the power of the
preaching and teaching the Word of God, administering His Sacraments, and joining together in service
fellowship according to the confessional standard of the Lutheran Church (Article III).

Our next deadline is…
The next issue of The Holy Cross
Word is the October edition. The
deadline for articles is Friday,
September 15. Please take note
of this
deadline and
plan ahead to
publicize events or
share news with your fellow Holy
Cross members. You can submit
articles to the newsletter mailbox,
located outside the church office,
or send them via e-mail to:
office@holycrosstrumbull.com.
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A SPECIAL MESSAGE FROM PASTOR WISMAR
Dear Members and Friends of Holy Cross,
Greetings from Honduras! By the time you read this I will be four months through my six-month deployment – I am now
on the downhill slope! It has been quite an experience down here and I look forward to telling you all more about it when
I am back home and together with you once again. However, in light of recent events, I would like to take this opportunity
to speak with you all about death and loss.
The death of a friend or loved one is never easy, regardless of age or circumstance. Yet the death of a younger person
can strike us all the more powerfully and profoundly. It’s a shock – it wasn’t supposed to happen in this way…it wasn't
supposed to happen at this time. We all mourn the loss of Brad from the midst of our Christian family. Unfortunately,
down here there was also a tragic event in recent days. This past Wednesday morning a Honduran Air Force plane
crash-landed into one of our command buildings killing the pilot and critically injuring the other two airmen on board. He
was practicing single-engine landings on our airstrip when something went terribly wrong – I'm still not sure exactly what.
He woke up that morning a vibrant young airman and family man. And yet by 9:30 that same morning, he was dead.
Thankfully, and truly miraculously, no one on the ground was seriously injured. But the whole tragic event was quite a
shock and resulted in the death of an otherwise vibrant 35-year-old man who had his entire life yet ahead of him, just like
Brad. Now they are gone. So how do we deal with death and the pain and grief that result from such a loss?
As Christians we have a unique perspective on death, a perspective that is radically different from the world around us.
Many in the world think of death as something that is “natural.” You may even hear in certain situations someone say that
“death is a friend.” But that’s not true. Death is never a friend nor is it something “natural,” even though it seems to be.
Instead, death is a horrible reality. It is the enemy that each of us will face at the end of our lives. Death is the awful
curse that fell on creation through the sin of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. Through that sin death came into the
world and so death spread to all of humanity because all people sin – including us Christians. We all sin, and we all die.
For us Christians, however, thankfully, that is not the end of the story – eternal life and joy
follow death, for our Lord Jesus is the one who walks with us through the “valley of the
shadow of death.” Psalm 23 says, “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, I will fear no evil.” Here God identifies the greatest enemy in such times – fear. Since
none of us who are living have ever tasted death, we respond to the prospect of death –
whether our own or of someone that we love – with fear. Fear is natural.
Now if fear is our enemy, who is our ally? The Psalmist continues: “For thou art with me; thy
rod and thy staff, they comfort me.” Jesus, our Good Shepherd, the one who laid down His
life for the sheep, is our companion on the dark winding road that leads through the valley of the
shadow of death. That journey is not optional for any of us. Sooner or later each of us – and
only God knows when – will walk that path. This will happen until the day when Jesus comes
again – when, at the last trumpet, the faithful will be changed in the twinkling of an eye.
But here is the important part: I walk through the valley. The one wh o is with us on our
journey, who leads on, bears the scars of death in His living body. He was dead, but now
He lives forever more. All of us who believe and are baptized will be saved; we have a
share in His victory over death. As Christians, therefore, we are able to see death not
merely as an unfortunate reality to be endured, but as a defeated enemy. The resurrection
of the body and the life everlasting are the sure and certain realities promised to all who
remain faithful unto death.
One of my favorite Scripture verses is Philippians 1:21: “For me to live is Christ, and to die is
gain.” It begs the question: “How can death be gain?” When a baptized child of God passes
through death – a son or a daughter of God who has been redeemed by the blood of the Lamb of God – then death is
gain. Through death the children of God pass into an eternity of joy and peace with their heavenly Father.
As Christians, therefore, we can rejoice in the life that Christ has won and gives to us through His Word and Sacraments.
This also speaks to how we as Christians can face death. As Christians, we face death the same way that we face life –
with our eyes fixed firmly on Jesus. We cling to the promises of His Word, which, when facing death, seem even more
wonderful and powerful. We realize that no matter how our lives may end, there is one thing of which we can be
absolutely certain. We shall pass from death to life … from this life to the life beyond…with our Lord. And there we shall
rejoin all of our loved ones and others who have gone before us trusting in Christ their Savior.
“Message from Pastor Wismar,” continues on Page 4

4
“Message from Pastor Wismar,” continued from Page 3

And yet, in the meantime, we grieve. We cry, just like our Lord cried at the tomb of His friend Lazarus. But we do not
sorrow in the same way as those who have no hope. Since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through
Jesus, God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep. We look forward to a grand reunion with loved ones who
have died in the faith. Still, we miss them. The separation can seem overwhelming at times. This pain is part and parcel
of grieving; it is to be understood, not resisted.
Grieving for most people is a journey. It is a journey from the initial pain of parting, toward healing and reconciliation with
a loss. The pain gradually subsides, but the loss remains. Grief is many dimensions and may seem unpredictable in its
ebb and flow; yet in Christ we find strength along the way. For in this journey we are not alone. Christ is with us. As
are His precious gifts. And here I am most certainly referring to His Word and Sacraments, but also to the gift of one
another. As the family of God, we share a mutual consolation that helps us bear the pain of loss together – especially at
such times when it may seem unbearable. Part of our calling as Christians is to listen to one another, to care for one
another, to share the Gospel and to “bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.” (Gal. 6:2)
As Christians, when we mourn we look to Christ and we find Him in His Word. We find Him in His sacramental gifts. And
we find Him in the living out of His love in the care and compassion we share with one another. In all these ways He
bestows the riches of His forgiveness, life and salvation now and to all eternity. Love one another as He loves you and as
I do as well. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you and I look forward to being together with you again soon.
God’s Peace,
Pastor

A PRAYER FOR THE FALL SEASON
Creative God, as you paint leaves yellow, orange and red, we praise You for
nature’s beauty – different now from in the spring, but showing Your glory.
---Reprinted with permission from The Newsletter Newsletter, © 2017

Editor’s Note: For those of you familiar with social-media outlets such as Facebook, you will be familiar with the terms
“Throwback Thursday” or “Flashback Friday.” On Facebook, those are ways that users share a picture or an event from
years ago. Since we are in the midst of Holy Cross’ 60th year, we thought it would be a nice treat to go back through
newsletters from years ago and share fun and interesting articles. We’ll call this column “Retro Reading.” You may
discover something you didn’t know about your church’s history, or that what was written about “back then” is still
relevant today, or you may just enjoy being transported back to a simpler time and easier way of life. Articles will be
reprinted the way they appeared, illustrating that typos and grammatical errors are timeless! Enjoy!

RETRO READING
Reprinted from December 1966
BOTTOMS, COUPONS, AND TRADING STAMPS
Ladies, we do hope that you are saving your General Mills Coupons for
the new coffee urn, and the bottoms from the following General Mills
products for a cash refund: Total (the cereal), any Muffin Mix, Brownie Mix, Potato
Buds, and Wondra Flour (any size package.) Just a reminder that this cash refund
offer expires December 31, 1966. So please don’t keep these bottoms at home, but deposit
them along with your coupons and trading stamps in the Betty Crocker chest in the
kitchen, or give them to Marie Komm before it is too late. Bottoms will be mailed
December 29, 1966.
At the present time the trading stamps are being donated rather slowly. However, we
are still asking for all you can spare.
We do appreciate the time and energy some of you are using in clipping the
silverware coupons from Kellogg’s cereals, however, we are not saving these.
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PRESIDENT’S JOURNAL
When time came to show Christian love, our people did not disappoint
Our Holy Cross family was reminded of the tenuousness of our earthly lives this past month. And yet, through the pain and
sorrow, our church family came together in ways we otherwise struggle to achieve. It was tremendously heartwarming.
Many have heard my previous lamentations for a time gone-by when church played a central role in
family and social life. When Sunday mornings were sacrosanct. When service to, and in, your
congregation was a foundation of your rearing, not an obligation to be avoided by both parents and
children. And since it’s September and I’m ranting – when Sunday School attendance wasn’t optional,
because religious education was just as important.
That foundation bore fruit when circumstances called us to face tragedy. Yes, we had the support of
our greater faith community, but it was really up to us, the members of Holy Cross – with the help of
God – to provide support and service to members of our church family. And I have never been more
proud of us. Whatever was needed, members were at the ready to assist, changing their own plans
when necessary. What an expression of Christian love!
To be honest, I thought that maybe it was just me who was feeling this way. It turns out I wasn’t alone.
I have heard comments from members and non-members who noticed how Holy Cross pulled
together. I would like to share with you one exemplary note that I received:
“I have never felt so grateful & privileged to be a member of HCLC-Trumbull as I was this past week when we
came together to grieve, support & show Christian love to the family of [one of our church family]. I commend the
HC leadership & many others who volunteered to make sure the family members & very large group of mourners
were shown such kindness & respect… You went well beyond your roles of congregation leaders as dictated in
our constitution. This is true Christian love at its best!! May God continue to bless you as you continue to serve
our congregation.”
I do not share all of this to inflate egos or put anyone on a pedestal. Those who came forward know who they are, and
know that they did so for reasons other than recognition.
No, I share this with you as an example of what can be. Need it take tragedy for it to happen again?
In His Service,
---KERRY GEFFERT
Holy Cross President

NEW FAIR LINEN
Altar to be covered by pristine cloths, old cloths to be reborn
The Worship and Memorials Commissions were pleased to purchase new “fair linen” altar cloths in July. The old cloths
were very worn and in need of replacement. The material that is salvageable from the old cloths will be repurposed for
smaller cloths, like purificators. Please see the article “Recycling Stewards” written by Edith Skoog in July/August
newsletter about repurposing.
In the Lord’s Service,
---LYDIA STRUZIK, Worship Director
---MICHELE VAN WART, Memorials Chair

September 3— This is the day of our final one-service
Sunday Worship schedule for the summer…we will use the
“Now the Feast” liturgy.

September 10— Our regular two-service Sunday Worship
schedule resumes with Worship at 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Both
Sunday School (9:15) and Adult Bible Class (9:30) resume on
this day.
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THANKS A BUNCH!

Fun!

Food!

Fellowship!

ANNUAL
HOLY CROSS
CHURCH PICNIC
Sunday, September 17, at Noon
$8 per person/$30 family maximum
Bring a side salad or dessert to share
Sign up in the narthex after worship

This column recognizes the gifts of time and
talent our church members provide to do God’s
work in our church and community. If you have
an item to include in this monthly “thank you”
column, please jot it down and put it in the
“newsletter” mailbox.
To Jim and Lorraine Finch for faithfully
supplying the flowers from their garden for the
altar during the summer.
To Kimberly Atkinson for coordinating the 2017
Vacation Bible School (VBS) program, “Hero
Central.” Thanks also to those who led the five
“stations” and served as helpers and assistants
at “Hero Central.” The VBS wrap-up article on
pages 10 and 11 has the complete thank-you list.
To Donna DiLalla, Jessica Nyitrai, Julianne
Nyitrai, Jenn Rentz, Emily Rentz, Ethan Rentz
and Donna Senft for helping Mary Schrock to
assemble school supplies into backpacks for
Covenant to Care for Children.
To Kerry Geffert, Paul Hagberg, Cliff Schrock
and Gary Jackson for serving as the lay leaders
of our Monday Evening Worship services in July
and August.

Holy Cross’ 60th Anniversary 1957-2017
Let’s come together, on two special Sundays in October as members and friends
of Holy Cross, to celebrate the past, present and future of this very special mission!

Sunday, October 22, at Noon
Come to a reception with our special guest and founder Rev. Ronald G. Froehlich,
Pastor Emeritus. Walk down memory lane with Pastor Ron and learn how our church
was started and built on our beautiful property in Trumbull.
Sandwiches, desserts and beverages will be served.
An attendance sign-up sheet is on the narthex table.

Reformation Sunday–October 29 at Noon
Plan to attend the Anniversary Luncheon. Special guests
and past members will be invited to help us celebrate.
A “Modified Potluck” luncheon will be served that includes
catered meat trays and member-made side dishes.
A suggested donation of $10 per person/$30 per family will
help offset expenses. Tickets go on sale in September.
A sign-up sheet for “Potluck” is on the narthex table.
(Make a note of food allergies.)
Volunteers are also needed to help in the kitchen and with both set-up/break down of the
fellowship hall. Additional information will be announced in church or in the bulletin.
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IN THE MAILBAG
We share with you two letters received this summer, expressing special thanks
From Tina Batoh
Dear Holy Cross Family,
I cannot thank you enough for the incredible outpouring of love, prayers and kindness following the tragic loss of our
dear Brad.
I was so proud that over the years we shared together, Brad wove himself in to the fabric of our loving church community.
He truly found a home in Holy Cross, and loved Sundays of worship and fellowship. The incredible bond he formed with
Holy Cross and its members was made apparent during his wake and funeral services. From members directing traffic
and passing out water a mile down Main Street during calling hours, to the babysitters caring for my young family
members, to everyone who helped plan, prepare for, and attend his beautiful funeral service, the love for Brad and the
Senft and Batoh families was apparent.
We were all blessed to have known Brad, and while Clara, myself, and the entire Senft family will miss him dearly, we
know we can find comfort in our amazing church.
I pray that Brad’s love will continue to touch you all as nearly and dearly as it has touched my family and me. And when
you find yourself missing Brad, you can take a look over at Clara for a glimpse of him, and remember Pastor Froehlich’s
words that “Brad is more alive than he’s ever been.”
I love you all so much,
---TINA BATOH







From Billie Skoog
To my Holy Cross Family,
THANK YOU! THANK YOU! Thank you all for making my 90th birthday on Sunday, July 23, such a memorable event for
me. The cards, the well wishes, the singing greeting, the balloon and, of course, the cake made the day truly special. I
was basking in the glow of all the love I felt that day for more than a week following. All your cards are still on display in
my living room. I just hate to put them away. It is a privilege and an honor for me to be part of such a caring church
family. I have been truly blessed.
Blessings to you all,
---BILLIE SKOOG

COMFORT DOG MINISTRY
National conference allows team of handlers many learning chances
The 6th Annual LCC K-9/Kare 9 National Conference was held July 27-28 in Northbrook, Ill. We had a team of six that
attended along with Comfort Dogs Addie and Leah. This year’s theme, “Pause at the Master’s Feet,” reminds us that we
are here on this earth for one purpose, to serve our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Psalm 46:10 tells us, “Be still and
know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.”
The conference was attended by more than 400 handlers, ministry partners, trainers,
staff and volunteers. More than 85 Comfort Dogs were in attendance too! Upon
arriving on July 26 we were quickly brought to LCC and completed a three-hour
training session. Leah and Addie were wonderful and we all learned and were tested.
The next two days were busy with breakout sessions and guest speakers. The meet
and greet with the community lasted close to three hours!
Kathryn has taken on the role for Leah’s social-media Facebook page. If you have
not liked Leah’s page yet, please do. The daily inspirational messages are wonderful.
She has also learned the scheduling system to assist when needed. Kathryn also
was Leah’s airplane handler and caregiver while at the National Conference.
“Comfort Dogs,” continues on Page 8
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Cindy has been keeping busy with New Prospects. We have held our third Club Comfort program, which is a mandatory
group session. The response from the clients and the staff has been overwhelming and sometimes heartbreaking to hear
the journey the clients are on. We do a lot of praying together. Cindy also fills in when needed at Bethel Health Care.
She was also deployed on August 2 to a school system in Putnam County, N.Y., that tragically lost a third-grader in a car
accident. We received the following thank you note from Dr. Fran Wills, Superintendent of Putnam Valley:
“I want to let you know how much the District appreciated your help in supporting our community in response to
the tragic loss of our lovely Fatima. Everyone was so appreciative of the comfort dogs and the counseling
opportunity. Events such as these remind us to be grateful for small, caring communities, for the solace that
comes with human touch, listening and understanding. Sincerely, Fran”
As of this writing our quarterly ministry meeting will be held on August 20 with a potluck lunch at Immanuel Lutheran
Church. Our regional meeting will take place in Boston, October 21-22. The North Boston team has worked with a
representative of the Boston Bruins to make the New England area LCC Comfort Dogs a recipient of its 50/50 home game
night. We are hoping all the New England Comfort Dogs will be attending. More on this in the October newsletter!
Walking Together, SERVING AS ONE,
--- CINDY CICCIA, KATHRYN STRUZIK, LYDIA STRUZIK

THRIVENT FINANCIAL NEWS
Important opportunity for those with Thrivent “Choice Dollars”
Thrivent Financial is offering a $50 Choice Dollars BONUS to every contract member
over and above their normal Choice Dollars award. While you do not have to use Holy
Cross as your “choice” to receive these dollars, would you please consider doing so?
You can activate these bonus dollars by contacting Thrivent by phone (1-800-THRIVENT),
going online to Thrivent.com or by speaking to your assigned representative. If you
have questions, please speak to me in person, via e-mail or by phone—
delsmeyer@sbcglobal.net or 203-268-2080) .
---DON MEYER

LOCAL FOOD PANTRY
Donations for the Trumbull Food Pantry may be left in the collection box in the narthex
The Trumbull Food Pantry is able to exist almost solely through donations from individuals and groups
in our community. We thank you for the recent donations that have been left in the collection box in the
narthex and thank you in advance for any non-perishable items, but especially the following that are
most needed:
 Deodorant (male or female)
 Laundry soap
 Toothpaste
 Juice boxes
 Toilet paper
 Feminine hygiene products
 Paper towels
---SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMISSION

Do you remember the Small Catechism? Many of us were made to memorize the catechism (or at
least part of it) during our confirmation classes. Some of us might have even suffered through a
public examination over the contents of the catechism. How much to do you remember? Say it with
me: “I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come
to Him...” Can you finish? Do you remember where that is found (Luther’s Explanation of the Third
Article of the Apostles’ Creed)? It’s time to return. Luther wrote the Small Catechism for the
instruction of lay people. Luther intended the Small Catechism to be used at church and in the
home to instruct children in the faith and to reinforce the faith in the hearts and minds of the adults.
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OUR FLOCK
Christian caring and praying at Holy Cross
This is the Shepherds’ Commission’s “FYI” column letting our members know for whom we have prayed during our recent
worship services. Please continue to remember these people in your prayers.
We remember our members:
Lisa Bailey; Ron Dietman; Cole Dowling; Valerie Huydic, prayers for a successful recovery following hip-replacement
surgery; Gary Jackson; Jesse Kravecs, as she recuperates from knee-replacement surgery; Christine Matthews,
diagnosed with breast cancer, and for a healthy recovery from Aug. 21 surgery; JoAnne Meyer; Barbara Schneider;
Monika Seyal; Michael Weldon, suffering with lower-back pain; Barbara White, dealing with health issues; the
homebound – Bernice Erickson and Edna Karacsony.
During the past month, we also prayed for:
Maryellen Dankulich, Jennifer Rentz’s step-mother, battling cancer and undergoing chemo; Christina Dean, a relative of
Paul Hagberg, suffering from lymphoma; Linda Desabella, friend of Patty Peterson, battling cancer; Danny Doherty,
brother of Maura Senft, recovering from quintuple-bypass surgery; Marti Fischer, cousin of Carol Burns, who is blind and
paralyzed; Nancy Galasso, friend of the Van Wart family, who is battling stage-4 cancer and
currently receiving radiation treatments; Kathy Gardner, Jim Leslie’s sister, recovering from cancer
surgery; Walter Geffert, brother of Nancy Sabol, recovering from colon cancer surgery; eight-yearold Caroline Herrington, undergoing aggressive chemotherapy for kidney cancer; Colin Hoben,
12-year-old friend of the Nyitrai family, undergoing a stem-cell transplant for a recurrence of
lymphoma; Ramona Kondracki, wife of a co-worker of Jim Leslie, who has begun chemotherapy
for cancer in her sinus cavity; Joan Meyer, friend of the Dietmans, dealing with memory issues;
Patrick Murphy, Pat Peterson’s brother, diagnosed with liver cancer and recovering from
surgery; Chris O’Brien, friend of Mary and Otto Atkinson, paralyzed as a result of an accident;
Joseph Parker, Julianne Nyitrai’s father, who underwent triple-bypass surgery; Melissa Prater, Lisa Bailey’s daughter,
undergoing medical testing; Dolores Reisman, Barbara White’s sister-in-law, undergoing aggressive chemotherapy
treatment for breast cancer; Luis Rivera, friend of Doris Bernt, who had a lung transplant; Sharon Robinson, daughter of
Anita Beer, recovering from surgery; Rev. Richard Schuller, a missionary pastor in Puerto Rico, healing from injuries
he sustained when hit by a car; Joey Senft, cousin of the Senft family, with ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease); David
Sochacki, friend of Nancy and Jerry Sabol, following brain surgery; Mike Stachura, friend of the Schrocks, with a
relapse of kidney cancer, for effective radiation treatment to eliminate tumors and cancer cells; Lorraine Tamas, neighbor
of the Leslies, who suffered a stroke; Mike Tavares, friend of John and Pat Deloge, who is battling Valley Fever and
recovering from surgery to place a shunt in his head; Craig Wilson, son of a friend of John and Pat Deloge, recovering
from tongue-cancer surgery; Dylan Vitucci, six-year-old former Holy Cross Preschool student, diagnosed with
osteosarcoma, a rare form of bone cancer…prayers for healing and strength as she goes through surgeries and treatment
in the weeks ahead; Jim Wixson, diagnosed with bladder cancer and undergoing chemotherapy
Other prayer petitions were for:
Tina and Clara Batoh and their family upon the sudden passing of their husband and father, Brad. Prayers of
thanksgiving for the many loving and caring people of Holy Cross who gave freely of their time and talents to organize and
aid in the funeral service and wake for Brad and those who brought great comfort to the Senft and Batoh families in a time
of need.
We offered praise and thanksgiving for successful surgery for Misako, Miharu Wismar’s mom. Misako has returned home
and is recovering.
We also prayed for the family of Robert Butler, Laura Dowling’s father, who was called home to the Lord, in mid-August.
We continue to pray for protection for those serving in the military, including Timothy Benson Jr., Michael Collins, Joao Paulo
Silva Gomes, Ben Milositz, Jake Novak, Steve Novak, Ryan Rubega, Daniel Struzik and our pastor, Rev. Eric Wismar.
If your friend or family member is on this list, keep us updated on his or her progress. When you have requests for prayers to be
included in our worship services, you can e-mail the church office at office@holycrosstrumbull.com or call 203-268-4555
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. weekdays. The Shepherds’ Commission will also include the prayer requests in
this monthly report. If you would like to be included in our e-mail Prayer Circle, please provide your name and e-mail
address to the church office.
---DONNA SENFT
Shepherd’s Commission
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
God’s heroes were celebrated for all their traits
From August 7-11, Holy Cross hosted a Hero Central adventure! This year’s Vacation
Bible School program consisted of a staff of 37 and an enrollment of 33 students. We
had five themes to lead us each day in our Bible stories and verses! That, coupled with
five fantastic stations to rotate through, taught everyone our VBS theme: Discover Your
Strength in God!
Each day, students came together for an opening where we collected the mission offering,
heard the daily story and prayed. On Monday, we learned that God’s heroes have heart.
1 Samuel taught us that God wants us to look beyond appearances and see the hero
inside. On Tuesday, we learned that God’s heroes have courage. 1 Samuel taught us
that God gives us courage to use our own resources to be peacemakers. On Wednesday, we learned that God’s heroes
have wisdom. Luke 2 taught us that Jesus shows us how to use our knowledge with wisdom to do great things. On
Thursday, we learned that God’s heroes have hope. The book of Matthew taught us that Jesus encourages us that we
can always have hope, because better things are coming. Lastly, on Friday, we learned that God’s heroes have power.
The book of Acts taught us that God gives us power to share the good news of Jesus with others.
After the opening, the students broke into age groups to rotate through our five
stations: Crafts, Bible Study-Science, Music, Snack Break, and Outdoor Play. In
crafts, they made exciting projects such as prayer boxes, hero costumes, and
foam crosses, to name a few. In Bible Study-Science Station, students did many
activities that reflected the daily theme, as well as worked in their Bible Study
take-home book. In music, the students practiced many songs for our closing
program, which were accompanied by sign language. In the snack break station,
students watched video clips and talked about ways they could showcase each
day’s theme in their daily lives. Finally, in outdoor play, students expended their
energy via organized games and parachute play. The kids enjoyed a fantastic
five-station switch every day!

Mia Wismar and the Farrelly twins
conduct an experiment in the
Bible Study-Science Station.

All in all, VBS was a great
success and our staff was
the reason why. I want to
send a personal thank you
to all the staff of VBS who
gave of their time and
energies to make this week
so great! Thank you to: Sue
Selk, Sarah Bogen, Lorraine
Finch, Jenn Van Wart, Peter
and Jack Messerschmitt,
Annie Kacin, Glorianna,
Kristen Messerschmitt, Lucy
Carlson, Katie and Morgan
Lindell, Halle Hwang, Carly
Rhodes, Julianne Nyitrai,
Jacob Nyitrai, Carly Russell,
“VBS,” continues on page 11

Following the stations each day, students returned to the sanctuary for the
closing. Here they reviewed the daily Bible verse, saw how the mission offerings
grew and prayed together. The greatest part of the closing was when the
mission chart was revealed! This year, the students collected just under 500
cans of green beans. This collection will be donated to the “Great ThanksGiving
Project” that creates Thanksgiving baskets for the Bridgeport Rescue Mission. A
beautiful closing program of student songs, daily recaps and a presentation to
our newly-retired members of VBS, Edith and Billie Skoog, closed out a lovely
week. And, of course, our favorite tradition…the ice cream truck brought smiles
to everyone’s face!

Several kids practice
VBS songs during the
Music Station, including
Holy Cross members
Riley Riccio, Cole Veteri,
and Blake Deloge, while
VBS helpers Sheryl John
(standing, back right)
and Peter Messerschmitt
(sitting, front) observe.
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Roselynn Tattil, Victoria Hwang, Joanne Bogen, Miharu Wismar, Emily Struzik,
Sofia Coelho, Patrick Farelly, Sheryl John, Buela John, Madison Taylor, Cole
Dowling, Jessica Nyitrai, Henry Carlson, Tim Farelly, Luke Wismar, Pat Deloge,
Teresa Joseph, Neha, Danny Nyitrai, and Hugh Carlson as well as all of the
parents who donated snacks and juice. Their dedication and enthusiasm is greatly
appreciated beyond words.
In conclusion, this week truly was a blessing as we journeyed through VBS and
discovered our strength in God! The parents consistently praised our program and
our efforts. We are giving the community a brilliant gift and the opportunity to grow
and learn in Christ. We should be proud of our achievements each year. Next
year we hope to continue this valuable outreach, but I can’t do it alone! I look
forward to working with everyone again and invite new helpers to join us in the
unforgettable fun! Look for VBS 2018 information next spring!
---KIMBERLY ATKINSON
VBS Director
In the Craft Station, the kids really
had fun with the “hero” theme.
At right, Logan Deloge works
with Ms. Lucy to secure a lightning
bolt to his “super hero” wrist cuff.

CELEBRATING SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Sept. 3:
Sept. 4:
Sept. 6:
Sept. 9:

Sept. 11:
Sept. 13:

Sept. 14:

Sept. 17:

Debra Liscinsky
Tyler Liven
Michael Bonnar
Salome Brenna
Vanessa Ferro
John Sather
Diane Sederquest
Cheryl DelMedico
Sabine Bonnar
Shannon Fernous
Cole Veteri
Myrtle Anderson
Doris Bernt
Charlie Gentry
Jake Gentry
Sarah Ely

Sept. 18:
Sept. 19:
Sept. 20
Sept. 22:
Sept. 23:
Sept. 24

Sept. 25:

Sept. 30:

Christopher Carola
Laurie Vaitkus
Nancy Sabol
Jared Ely
Peter Messerschmitt
Charles Senft
Michael Halls
Rebecca Veteri
Walter C. Dolan
Bret Helminger
Matt Rentz
Tim Benson, Sr.
Dan Nyitrai
Jessica Nyitrai
Heddy Streich
Andrew Sjoblom
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COVENANT TO CARE FOR CHILDREN
Many thanks to all who donated backpacks and school supplies for annual collection
Coordinating the meaningful back-to-school project for Covenant to Care for Children was great fun this year. And I say
that for two reasons: First, because of the blessings that all our members give to disadvantaged children in our
surrounding community in the form of donated backpacks and assorted school supplies; and second, because of the
enthusiastic team of seven that worked with me to fill the backpacks.
In late June, Holy Cross’ adopted DCF social worker Mimose Ulysse-Laurenard gave
me her current caseload, which had 28 school-aged children on it. Between mid-July
and early August her caseload had grown to 32. I thought that filling 32 backpacks
would be a challenge, but the love and generosity of Holy Cross members and friends
proved me wrong! The goal to fill these backpacks was met because of YOUR
overwhelming support.
To help with this annual project, I
applied for and was approved for a
Thrivent Financial Action Team.
Setting up this Action Team was easy
and well worth it. As a Thrivent
Financial member I filled out an online
application describing this outreach
project. Once approved, Thrivent sent
me “Live Generously” T-shirts, stickers
for the backpack name tags that say,
“From our hearts to your hands,” and
a $250 Visa gift card, which was used
to purchase the supplies needed to
set up the project and supplement
school supplies that we were running
short on. Upon completion of the
project, I simply filled out an online
report on the Thrivent website.
Special thanks to the people in the
adjacent picture who worked with me
to fill the backpacks on Aug. 15:
Ethan Rentz, Jenn Rentz, Julianne
Nyitrai, Jessica Nyitrai, Emily Rentz,
Donna Senft and Donna DiLalla.
In closing, I must say that you are all amazing! An estimate of the in-total donation of all backpacks and school supplies is
approximately $2,000. The front of the Thrivent T-shirts that we are wearing in the picture says “Live Generously.” You
certainly did that, and I hope it makes you feel happy to have supported the children in Mimose’s caseload. The picture
below shows Mimose’s van packed up with the backpacks, ready for delivery to the children. Please know that you are
helping to give these children a good start to the 2017-18 school year, with a bit of extra love and self-confidence as they
enter their classrooms. Starting the school year can be
overwhelming to children, with new teachers, new friends and
sometimes even a new school. But for kids that are in the DCF
system, wondering where they will get paper, pens or pencils, a
pocket folder or binder and composition notebooks can be
added stress. Thank you for supporting this project.
Yours in Christ,
---MARY SCHROCK
Covenant to Care for Children Liaison
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CLOTHING DONATIONS
Be a “light!” Support the
Light on the Hill Clothes Closet
It’s easy! Just drop off your gently-used
donation of fall clothing in the box in the
narthex and we will deliver your clothing to the
Summerfield United Methodist Clothes Closet in
Bridgeport.
---SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMISSION

BULLETINS FROM ABROAD
If you are away for the weekend and worship at another
church, drop off the service bulletin in the newsletter
box. Over the summer we received a bulletin from:
Kerry Geffert, who attended worship at his brother’s
church, St. Mark Lutheran, in Brunswick, Ohio.

General Memorial Fund
In memory of Brad Batoh
Richard and Michele Van Wart

Share the Hope Fund
In memory of Brad Batoh
Otto and Mary Atkinson
David and Donna Bogen
Gary and Donna DiLalla

TRAVEL MEETING
Gather info for future trips to Middle East, Europe
A “Pastor’s Pilgrims” Travel Meeting will be held at 7 p.m. on Sunday, September 24, at Holy
Cross. The “dessert pot-luck” event is open to all and will include a presentation on this year’s
“Reformation 500” journey by Pastor Tim Yeadon and sharing of information on upcoming trips to
Scandinavia, Israel and Oberammergau for the 2020 Passion Play by Pastor Greg Wismar and
Isabella Mastroianni of GLOBUS Travel.
---REV. GREG WISMAR

LOOKING DEEPER INTO THE BIBLE
Lesson 9: Understanding 1st Peter, Chapter 5
A monthly Bible study involving Scripture reading and explanation
We begin with The Reading: 1st Peter, Chapter 5 (RSV)
Exhortation to faithfulness
1So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ as well as a partaker in the
glory that is to be revealed. 2Tend the flock of God that is your charge, not by constraint but willingly, not for shameful
gain but eagerly, 3not as domineering over those in your charge but being examples to the flock. 4And when the chief
Shepherd is manifested you will obtain the unfading crown of glory. 5Likewise you that are younger be subject to the
elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the
humble.” 6Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that in due time he may exalt you. 7Cast all your
anxieties on him, for he cares about you. 8Be sober, be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring
lion, seeking someone to devour.
9Resist

him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experience of suffering is required of your brotherhood throughout
the world. 10And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in
Christ, will himself restore, establish, and strengthen you. 11To him be the dominion for ever and ever. Amen.
Conclusion and benediction
12By Silva’nus, a faithful brother as I regard him, I have written briefly to you, exhorting and declaring that this is the true
grace of God; stand fast in it. 13She who is at Babylon, who is likewise chosen, sends you greetings; and so does my son
Mark. 14Greet one another with the kiss of love. Peace to all of you that are in Christ.
We move into The Study: As we conclude the Apostle Peter’s first letter, a reminder that it was directed toward suffering
Christians, many from Jerusalem who were living in northern Asia Minor (mainly present-day Turkey). They were fearful
of persecution and death but Peter said to have hope in the middle of anguish and turmoil. Chapter 4 had been an urgent
plea for Christians to do their duty. If we can get past the hardships in life, Peter says, God’s peace awaits us.
“Looking Deeper,” continues on Page 14
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In Chapter 5, the first 11 verses are an exhortation to faithfulness, for in the end, after all the diligence and determination,
we have our faith, which has remained strong and firm in the face of hardship. Speaking as an elder and one in authority
who saw Christ, Peter strongly urges the other elders and leaders to willingly, eagerly and unselfishly tend God’s flock.
Tend means to “look after” or give one’s attention to something. So those in charge of a church body’s flock are to be
constantly engaged in the members, and lead by example. The elders are not to seek their own gain; their “unfading
crown of glory” will come when Jesus returns.
In Verse 5, Peter in turn tells the “younger” Christians to accept
direction and instruction, mainly doing so with humility because
God does not favor the proud and boastful but will exalt the
humble. In our faith and our daily everyday lives, we know how
humility takes care of many problems in life. So much of the
disruptive things in life are due to people acting as elitists and
having a superior attitude, particularly to those less fortunate. It
is God’s grace that allows a Christian to act humbly.
Peter continues with counsel to give all our anxieties over to
God. He loves and cares for us and wants to be our protector;
being anxious threatens our tranquility and makes us weak and
susceptible to poor conduct. And then in Verse 8 is the wellknown line about being alert because our “adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to
devour.” Resisting the devil is a reminder that all Christians suffer from his destructive ways. But after the suffering, God
in His goodness strengthens us again and restores our faith.
In the final verses, Peter gives a benediction, saying that what he has written is true and worthy to be trusted and the
believers should desire to “stand fast in it.” Greetings are also sent by other Christians, and Peter says to greet each
other with the “kiss of love,” a lovely phrase that has the connotation of Christian love and affection that embraces our
shared spiritual being in the church.
Next month: 1 Corinthians, Chapter 1
---CLIFF SCHROCK

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE
One boy’s understanding of God’s left hand
A 6-year-old and his grandma went for a walk one
autumn day.
“Look at the gorgeous leaves!”
Grandma exclaimed. “Just think, God painted each
one of them just for us!”
“Yep,” said her grandson, “and He
did it left-handed.”
Perplexed, Grandma asked, “Why
do you think God used His left hand
to create all this beauty?”
“Because,” said the boy matter-of-factly, “we learned
in Sunday School that Jesus sits on God’s right one.”
---Reprinted with permission from
The Newsletter Newsletter, © 2017
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