Capital Area
Beekeepers Association
The President’s Buzz...
Happy Spring everyone,
It’s such an enjoyable time for me when the weather turns warmer and I can get out into my apiary. I’m always anxious to check my hives hoping that they all made it through the winter. Unfortunately I had a 25% loss this winter. I’m feeding both 1:1 sugar water and pollen patties, hoping
to build the remaining hives quickly.
If you haven’t already checked your hives this spring I suggest you check them as soon as possible. Feed sugar water and a pollen pattie until dandelions are in full bloom. If you find dead outs
and want to order replacement packages or nucs now is the time to order because replacements
are in short supply.
The April 17th meeting will be held at 7:00PM in the Dept. of Agriculture, Room 309, 2301 North
Cameron Street, Harrisburg. The speaker will be Connie Schmotzer; her topic will be “Bees,
Bugs and Blooms”. The Ten Minute Bee Talk will be given by Karen Roccasecca, PA State
Apiarist; her topic will be “Steps to Follow in Emergency Anaphylactic Reactions to Bee Stings”.
Also, election of officers will be held. The slate of nominees is:
President: Linda Purcell
Vice-President: Gary Carns
Secretary: Deb Buckfelder
Treasurer: Scott Plank
As directed by the CABA bylaws, nominations will be accepted from the floor at the April meeting with the requirement that all such nominees be present at the meeting.
The nucs that the club is offering need to be picked up from 6:00- 6:45PM on the porch at the
main entrance of the Dept. of Agriculture Building.
Wil Shirey, editor of CABA’s newsletter, is stepping down; this newsletter is his last edition. Wil
has done an outstanding job as CABA’s newsletter editor for a total of seven years. A big thanks
to Wil for a job well done. Susan Fulmer has accepted the position as CABA’s newsletter’s editor, stand at the ready to offer an article when she contacts you.
I’m looking forward to the April meeting, I hope you can attend.
Linda

Capital Area Beekeepers Association

Volume 9 Issue 2

Page 1

Investment
by Jonathan Daniels

I am excited! The bees are flying again!
Seemingly out of nowhere, despite the persistent unseasonable cold, pollens of various hues are
packed in great bright bundles promising the renewal of our colonies and the earth’s vibrant mantle of flowering trees and gentler plants. Along with these signs of growth and rejuvenation are
inevitably signs of death as well. Thousands of cold and darkened worker carcasses litter the ground
where colonies failed to thrive. But the earth welcomes these empty vessels in its generous way and the
grass will grow greener where they have fallen.
I have had only a couple days by this late time in March to look more closely at my bees. I have learned
that it pays off to be prepared and to act quickly when the weather offers these brief windows of opportunity. Late this winter I was able to save some of my colonies from starvation by adding reserved
frames of honey with bee bread to those that were lacking at this critical time. I was able to save them
because I was there tipping the boxes to feel their weight and looking in the hives as soon as I could. I
was paying attention.
Now is the time when the last of the autumn bees are trying desperately to raise the next generations.
They can only raise as many as they can keep covered and warmed to that sauna-like temperature no
matter how cold the nights become. Then they must raise more than are falling away in order for the colony to grow. If they have no food, or if it gets too far away from the brood, or if it has been too cold,
they can’t maintain that temperature inside the cluster and they can’t feed the young larvae the protein
rich jelly they need to grow. And they are growing now, or they are dying.
I blame most of my colony losses on my failure last summer to pay attention to the varroa
levels soon enough. Ideally we would monitor early and often through the season, and
strike quickly when the numbers of mites on our drop boards, sugar rolls, or alcohol
washes began to rise. I make this resolution to myself every season. “This is it, damn it!
No more negligence. I will stay ahead of them this year!” That is usually while I am brushing dead bees off frames in February and March. I have had hives that were powerhouses
in the fall, ones I was confident would survive and hold on through the cold but then suddenly die in the late winter. Plenty of honey. Plenty of bees. But not enough internal strength or stamina.
The mites and the diseases spread by them had grown within the colony. I had not seen it because I had
not made the effort to monitor mite numbers early enough and through the season. I hear this scenario
repeated by other beekeepers over and over.
There are many steps we can take to control the varroa populations. Wm. Michael Hood, of the Department of Entomology, Soils, and Plant Sciences of Clemson University in Clemson, South Carolina
wrote a detailed summary of Integrated Pest Management principles applied for beekeeping which can
be found at: http://www.clemson.edu/extension/beekeepers/publications/
what_integrated_pest_management_means_for_todays_beekeeper.html
“Treatment” means many things to different people, but regardless of your particular potion, chemical
treatment is supposed to be the last step in a series of proactive strategies for stymieing the growth of
mite populations. Know the biology of your bees and of varroa. Start with the least environmentally and
economically impactful tactics. Use cultural, mechanical, physical, and genetic controls to suppress the
growth of the pests and try to keep their levels below the economic impact threshold. Monitor the pest
population numbers regularly through the season. Use “soft” or “hard” chemical controls when pest levels exceed this threshold.
So in March I am resolute, but by May I am usually way behind. Supers are added. The air is sweet with
the perfume of the flowers. Inevitably some bees are swarming and I am chasing my tail. Of course that
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is just a clue from the bees that this is the ideal time to start new colonies, or nucs as we love to call
them. But raising queens and setting up nuc boxes takes organization, discipline, effort, and time. And
I’m supposed to add monitoring mite levels and keeping good records to all that? I get a kick out of the
comments I’ve heard “I started all this to work with honey bees, not varroa mites! I just want to help the
bees live and maybe get a taste of my own honey now and then.” Well, it seems to me we can’t separate
these things. We get back what we put in. If I want a bunch of healthy strong over-wintered colonies this
time next year, I believe I will be most successful if I start now and pay attention steadily all the way
through the season.
May we all be successful with our bees this season.
I would like to address the upheaval we have been experiencing in our club recently. Any of you who
attended last month’s meeting, know it got a little exciting at the end. I expect this conflict will put some
of you off from coming to future meetings, but I hope most of us can weather the storm.
CABA has grown significantly in the last few years. When I started coming ten years ago there was a
very small core group, some of whom had been doing everything for year after year. And by the way,
most of those members are still serving now. With the arrival of media coverage in response to Colony
Collapse and the efforts over these last years by club members to welcome and encourage new members,
the number of people who have come into the club and who have been willing to get involved has
grown. From my perspective, that brings inevitable growing pains.
We are an organization of people who care about beekeeping. As a new member I was grateful for the
opportunity to meet and learn about beekeeping from others who lived in my area, but it did take time
for me to build those relationships. I was crazy for my new hobby, so that kept me going early on. I have
been involved with associations like this most of my adult life, both recreational and spiritual based.
Working together with people is always a challenge, but when it is voluntary and not for profit, it brings
special challenges. I believe my experience with CABA has been good because not only do I learn and
receive, but also because I believe that is made possible by serving and giving back. I love the idea
of building something special to benefit the honey bees, the new beekeepers excited to learn, and
through that also benefit our local environment and our broader human community. We can do that
here in this club. Because it is a group, we can do things together that we could never accomplish
alone, just like our friends the bees.
There will be growing pains. But if you believe in the founding purpose of our club, and if you
have gotten something out of your association with it, I hope you will bring your personal and professional skills to help us continue to move forward as an organization. A motion was made to appoint a
committee to propose amendments to the bylaws at our last meeting. Like monitoring for varroa mites,
amending bylaws does not rank very high on my list of desirable activities, but this is an opportunity to
help our club grow to work better so that it can be healthy and strong next year and in years to come.
Whether you help with the bylaws or contribute in some other ways, I hope you will continue to take
part. Like beekeeping, and many other things, it works best when we pay attention, act with consideration and work steadily.
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PLANS FOR 2015
by Karen Kolodzi

Despite all my positive
thinking, wishing, and
praying for an early spring,
it just didn’t work out that
way. In fact, winter just
doesn’t seem to want to
relent this year. It’s starting to feel like
spring is never going to get here. I had
such great plans to get out early to my
hives and do a good inspection, cleanup,
replace old comb, etc. Well, so much for
wishing. On the other hand, my prayers
were answered in that all 4 of my hives
did overwinter successfully. This was my
2nd winter as a beekeeper and 2nd successful winter (I had 3 last year and all
survived as well). I consider myself very
fortunate to be able to say that. With
that being said, I almost hesitate to
make many changes with the way I
maintain and take care of them.

I would find her easily and quickly because she was not marked and my time
was limited. So I opened up the hive
and began inspecting frames for the
queen. I spotted her out in the open on
the 2nd frame I pulled (in about 3 minutes). Some people may call it a coincidence, I consider it an answered prayer.
Thank you Lord! The nuc quickly expanded and I then moved it into a regular hive box. I was now up to 4 hives.

During an inspection in August I was
finding varroa mites, especially in the
drone brood that was built between upper and lower frames that broke open
when removing frames. I decided to
treat with Apiguard since I had used it
the previous year and it seemed to work
well. Moving forward to fall I fed 3:1
sugar syrup as long as they would take
it to make sure they were well stocked
for the upcoming winter. I also created a
Reflecting back to last spring, I made
sure I was prepared for swarming seawind break by placing bales of straw beson (I learned my lesson the year before hind them to break the strong west
when I needed to do a split but didn’t
winds. When the temperature really
have equipment on hand.) I was deter- started dropping, I constructed
mined to have the equipment ready if
“insulation panels” from Styrofoam panneeded, and do adequate inspections to els and wrapped them in heavy black
prevent any of my hives from swarming. plastic. I placed them on top of the outWhen I did an inspection last May, I had side cover to help with heat loss during
discovered swarm cells in my biggest
those brutally cold days and nights we
experienced.
hive. I didn’t have the equipment to do
a split with me at that time, so I planned
As I stated before, I’m hesitant to make
to go back the next day over my lunch
many changes since what I am doing
break (taking an extended lunch break
seems to be working. However, please
is definitely a benefit of working from
don’t think I am saying I don’t have a lot
home.). I told my boss I would be away
yet to learn, because I do. One thing I
for an hour for an “appointment” so I
do have planned this year is to plant a
knew I had to work quickly. I gathered
few acres of wildflowers in front of my
my equipment and headed over to my
hives. That is, of course, with my sister’s
hives (they are about 15 min. away at
help and the use of her husband’s tracmy sister’s farm). I knew I needed to
tor. I have visions of seeing the girls out
find the existing queen and move her to
working in a field of wildflowers. It
the new nuc, but had concerns she may
should be a beautiful site.
be difficult to find. It was my biggest
hive and was so full of bees it was difficult to maneuver. So I said a prayer that
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A Mentor
by Rob House

Many times last year my cell phone would ring and the person on the other end was a beekeeper asking for my advice—which usually became a house call, or rather, a “hive” call.
Sometimes it was as simple as a quick look and a pat on the back to say, “Your bees are fine
and you’re doing just fine!”—It all started with a kind word and an offer to help and before I
knew it, I was a mentor.
The Random House College Dictionary defines a mentor as “a wise and trusted counselor.” I
don’t know about the wise part, but I did give a lot of advice on bees and hive management. If
I had to define a mentor, I would add that it is someone who gains friendships as they teach
others. I have made many new friends that I just like being around—enjoying a cup of coffee
or a can of soda—as we discuss their bees. We often talk of family, jobs, hunting, children,
and concerns they face in life as the mentoring takes place. Who knew mentoring could knit
hearts together?
In addition, I learn from mistakes that others have made, which makes me a better mentor and
beekeeper. I have experienced wax moths in someone else’s hives. I have experienced
honey-bound hives, but not in mine. I have experienced bear fences, broken equipment, and
mountains of hay bales as wind guards—not as a beekeeper, but as a mentor. I have been
there to help make new hives and to put a hive out of its misery. Sometimes I think I’m the one
who is doing most of the learning—the good and the bad.
A mentor who truly gives also gets; this I learned from the Bible. As I give of my time and
knowledge, I often am rewarded in kind words; bee books and magazines; unwanted, but useful equipment; thoughtful gifts; homemade goodies; a cold soda; and my personal favorite—a
handshake and a hug! I have learned that a good mentor is as social as the honeybees he or
she keeps.
A mentor should be someone who likes to laugh. I have watched timid husbands get stung,
beekeepers doing a hive-weight test—with the hive still strapped to a cinderblock stand, beekeepers with bees inside their veils, beekeepers that get a vehicle sunk into the mud while
checking their hives in wet weather2 the list goes on and on! Oh, the funny things we do!
I am still very close with my mentor; He calls me his adopted son. I still learn from him and his
50+ years of beekeeping and I am pleased to be able to pass on what I have learned from him
and from what I learn from those I have mentored. You don’t need to know everything to be a
mentor; you just need to be willing to teach what you already know! So, my “wise counsel” for
everyone is “bee” a mentor!
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Fun with an HHC (Homemade Hive Carrier)
by Dave Anderson
Previously, I moved hives when they were merely nucs, or if larger, only one or
two per year. This winter I lost a lot of hives at the apiary by the house and
needed to move several in from other apiaries to support the short course. I didn’t
want to spend the money for a hive carrier, so I built my own. In the discussion
below I describe 1.) Construction, 2.) Use, 3.) Experiences using it, and 4.) Possible improvements if you decide to build one.
If

you just want to read the humorous part, jump down to section 3c.
1.) Construction
Woodworking is a hobby I had long before beekeeping. My dad was a woodshop
teacher and my parents were raised in Appalachia during the depression. They instilled in me the trait of making things for yourself and using materials you already have. I had almost all the materials already available to build this carrier. If
you had to purchase the materials, it would cost around $15 to $20. The photos
above I think are self-explanatory on how to construct it, but here are some key
points to watch.
a. The distance between the lower dowel rod in each arm and the bolt should
be such that when the arms swing up, the dowel rods contact the hive body
approximately mid-way on the hive body. Too high and they will hit the
outer cover, too low and they don’t provide much support. My distance was
7¼".
b. The distance between the bolts on the bottom piece should be such that
when the arms pivot on the bolts, the lower dowel rod contacts the hive
body approximately mid-way on the hive body. My distance between bolts
was 11½".
Continued on next page
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c. The two measurements in a and b, above, are dependent on each other. If
you build your own, you may want to adjust these to meet your idea of how
it should look in the upright position. These two measurements determine
the angle that the arms lean out when you are carrying a hive.
d. Notice that I trimmed off the corners of some of the pieces. On the bottom
pieces, this provides clearance for the lower dowel rods when the arms
move the whole way down. The trimmed corners on the arms prevent the
corners from digging into the ground when they move from flat to upright
position.
e.

The bolts should be snug but not tight. The arms have to move.

f. The dowel rods should be at least 7/8” in diameter. They need this size to
ensure strength. You probably could use smaller dowel rods if you used oak.
I used an old broom handle for two of them. The dowel rods are secured
with screws.
g. I made the carrier wide enough and long enough to fit a whole bottom
board plus a little wiggle room.
h. The metal store-bought hive carriers don’t have the three pieces across the
bottom which the hive sets on in my design. With the metal store-bought
carriers the lower cross pieces on the arms fit into the handle holes of the
hive body. In my version, pressure of the lower dowel rods, when you lift
up, is supposed to tightly squeeze and grip the hive body. Well, that didn’t
work for me; they slipped and didn’t hold the hive body; so I added the bottom cross pieces.
2.) Use
a. You have to pick up the hive and set it down in the middle of the carrier.
b. I’m using the carrier in late winter when the hives are light and the bees are
clustered in a single deep. So I’m only moving one box at a time.
c. I’m hesitant to recommend moving two deeps at a time because it would be
top heavy and the connection between two hive bodies might not be secure.
However, it is possible to move a two-deep hive this way.
d. I do close off the hive entrance, but that might not be necessary in the cold.
More bees get loose out the top when I take the feeder off than come out
the entrance.
e. If you don’t secure the bottom board to the hive body, or if it is not propolized tightly, when you lift up on the carrier arms it will automatically center
the hive body on the carrier, and thus possibly slide it off the bottom board.
So unless the bottom board is secure, center it on the carrier. Again, if it is
cold, this might not matter.
f. Oh yeah, this is a two person carrier. You’ll need a helper. Each one of you
picks up on one dowel rod handle.
Continued on next page
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3.) Experiences
a. The first hive I moved had overwintered as a single deep. It was a cold day,
I took the chick waterer-feeder off the top along with the empty deep
around the feeder; then put the outer cover back on. I placed the hive on
the carrier. The bottom board was previously secured with hive staples. My
12-year-old daughter grudgingly picked up the other handle and away we
went. Set up at the destination site was the reverse…no big deal.
b. The second hive was a two-deep with the bees clustered in the top box.
With this one I set the top box aside while I got the bottom board loose
from the empty bottom box. I cleaned all the dead bees off the bottom
board. Then the bottom board went on the carrier first, followed by the deep
box with the cluster. I did stuff a rag in the entrance but really it was unnecessary on a cold day. When I set this back up at the destination, I left it
as a single deep plus a feeder on top. I’ll clean the other box and put it back
on when the bees need more space.
c. The third hive was a bit more of a challenge…a big challenge. First there
was the mud. The apiary is located on another farm, near the top of
a hill, accessible only by a dirt trail along the side of a field. Even
with 4-wheel drive I couldn’t make it all the way up. So we walked
the last 100 yards…slopping through the mud.
It was a 3-deep hive because in early January I had added a third
deep, from a dead-out, with lots of honey on it. I thought I would be
moving only the top box, but guess what. The cluster spanned all three
boxes in mid March! It had a moderate amount of bees for that time of
the year, not excessive, but the cluster was stretched vertically on the east
side of the hive. Three or four frames in each of the top two boxes had
some clustered bees and two frames in the bottom box had bees. I considered just sacrificing the bottom box bees, but what if the queen was there?
I considered suiting up and quickly moving the two frames from the bottom
box into one of the other boxes, but I did not have protective equipment for
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both of us. If I stirred the bees up, someone would surely never let me forget it.
So, we took bottom boards and covers from other dead hives in the apiary
and moved each of the three boxes with bottom board and cover, one
at a time, down to my vehicle. Yes, 100 yards, downhill, through the
mud, back up, back down, back up, and back down. I suppose this
proves the usefulness of the carrier—My 12-year old and I were able to
transport the hive in poor conditions without getting stung. When I set
the hive up at the destination site, I reversed all the boxes. On the next
warm day I want to consolidate the three boxes into just two.
d. The fourth hive was a breeze. It was a single deep with a feeder and it went
much like the first one. However, I got stung twice from bees which came
out the top and not the entrance.
e. The fifth hive was like the second, a two deep reduced to one deep on a cold
day. Again, no problem.
f. The sixth hive I moved as a deep and medium together since the cluster
spanned both boxes. The two boxes were propolized together. Moving it
was a breeze too.
4.) Potential Issues and Possible Improvements
a. The three pieces across the bottom are secured only with screws. I overengineered by using three cross pieces instead of two, just in case one gave
way. Two would still be enough support. But still, I don’t like it that screws
are holding them on. It’s a potential point of failure. I think two dowel rods
going through holes in the bottom pieces might be better.
b. If I had to move a hive with this carrier in warm weather, I would definitely
secure the bottom board to the hive body (hive staples or straps) and close
off the entrance. Moving the hives while the bees were clustered was a definite benefit.
c. Unlike the store-bought carriers I have to initially lift the hive up and set it
down on the carrier. With the store-bought ones you just slide the carrier
down over the hive. I don’t mind the 10 seconds or so of potentially backbreaking work to lift the hive and set it down on my carrier. Sounds like a
gym commercial from a couple of years ago doesn’t it “I pick things up and
put them down.” Someday I might mind, but for now, my homemade carrier is a winner.
d. Final thought…I suppose you could carry heavy honey supers with this too.
You might need to adjust the construction so that the lower dowel rods contact the shorter supers.
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BOILING HONEY
by John A Novinger
I am a country boy with a high school education. I never had any desire to go farther. The down side of that is I don't know or use "fancy" words. I feel that they
tend to leave too many "gray" areas. I like to use words that are familiar to me and
say what I mean and want to say. So when I say I am cheap, you know what I
mean. I spent 45 years in factories working hard for a pay check, and I hate to
waste or throw away money. And I like to try and improve on other peoples' ideas.
Some of you will remember the Novingerization article.
One of the aspects of keeping bees and a number of hives is that you harvest
honey for sale. So you put out a sign and sell from your home. As word of mouth
spreads and time moves on, your business gets larger and you begin to sell more
honey. Great, this is what you want. However, with increased sales comes increased cost of bottles. About a year ago I began to ask customers that purchase
glass to bring the glass back for refills, and to encourage them to do that, I would
knock $.50 off the price, and that worked. I would scrape off labels, wash the bottles, and start over.
In trying to save more money, the next thought was “why not keep honey in my
bottling tank, so when the customer brings back their bottles, I could refill their
bottles, saving a label and the washing of the bottles”. Great idea and cheap! That
worked great for about 6 weeks or so, and then.......
Early one morning, my wife walked past the room where my tank is and she heard
boiling water. She opened the door and sure enough, the water in the jacket of the
bottling tank was boiling and the honey in the tank was also boiling. She immediately pulled the plug on the heater unit. The temperature was around 220 degrees.
I call this the luck of the Novingers and it usually is not good luck. The unit went
haywire and boiled about 30 lbs of honey. What do you do with boiled honey? It
certainly is not up to my standards or quality and it is no longer raw honey.
Perhaps a batch of mead, since the natural yeasts are removed, or perhaps sell it
for cooking honey to restaurants? I don't know yet, but I do know that some
‘good’ ideas just don't work.
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IF YOU CAN DREAM IT...
A FARM SHOW COMMITTEE MEMBER
By Daniel Hinssen

My first involvement with the group this year was the initial meeting at a certain
bookstore in Harrisburg. We decided upon a theme and a title and started to focus
on certain aspects that we were looking for. I was able to sketch out a concept and
it really helped later on. From there I was assigned to help come up with a layout
and organize all the facets as part of the board. I worked with Rhonda Fawber to
format and create an appealing layout.
Once the layout and design was decided, I sent off the documents to be printed at
a professional print shop. I had no idea how they would turn out or if the layout I
had imagined would work on the real thing, as I had only met in person once- everything else was decided via email and phone call!
When I finally had a chance to stop by the farm show on a snow day, I was very
impressed at how it looked- it looked much better than anything the computer
screen had displayed. The biggest part that surprised me was the banner at the
top declaring the prize: First Place! It had been awhile since I had been to the
farm show and had no idea what any of the other exhibits would look like, therefore making this so much more exciting!
This has been my first main public design project- I have been designing posters
and all sorts of publications for my school within the past 2-3 years, using what
computer programs I had already. This farm show exhibit was on a much larger
scale and I wanted to challenge myself with something very different. I'm very
glad to have been a part of this effort and I am most thankful for the experience
for me as a designer and as a part of this year's effort at the Farm Show.
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Optimism
by Jim Shindler

On April 15th I received the following email:
Hi Jim,
I write to ask for an article for the April 2015
newsletter. You never have any shortage of
ideas, but maybe something you plan to do
differently this year than you did last and the
reasons. Even we old goats should be learning something from another year of experience. It’s just an idea and you can certainly
write on any subject. I need to have it by April
1 (no joke) as our meeting is on April 17.
Thanks in advance.
Wil

A day or so after blooming, a warm, sunny day
found the Aconite blooms covered with bees
from the single hive which I keep in our back
yard just to observe bee behavior. Several
days later another rare, warm day saw 8090% of returning bees loaded with light yellow
pollen from somewhere other than the
Aconites. I don’t know the source of the pollen
but they were loaded.

Although my bees had not had a great
problem with Small Hive Beetles, I have on
occasion observed a mass of SHB larvae on
unconsumed patties and I wanted to give the
bees a protein boost while avoiding that
A good salesman always assumes consent
problem. I decided to experiment with dry
and Wil is a good salesman, but I had to give pollen substitute feeding stations constructed
further thought to the statement that I “never
of 4” PVC pipe capped on one end and a 22.5º
have a shortage of ideas”. And that “we old
elbow (to keep the rain out) on the other and
goats” comment may apply to me but certainly tied onto a tree branch some distance from the
not Wil.
hives. I had purchased a large bag of the
powder from Mike Thomas some years ago to
My winter losses were much greater than I
make patties but my patties were not very well
had hoped but the survivors look great.
accepted.
Something good can usually be found when
bad things happen so, on the bright side
The access to my main apiary is either dusty
these losses gave me an opportunity to give
or muddy but on a warmer day, muddied with
the boxes a much needed cleaning, segregate melted snow and rain soaked grounds, I
unused honey and pollen, and cull old and
proceeded in forward. It was worth the effort
defective comb so those resources will be
although I nearly got stuck. What I saw were
ready if and when bee weather returns, splits great swarms of bees aggressively feeding
made and queens reared. As I write this
from the feeder some 20 yards from the hives.
“assignment’ we are expecting 3” to 6” of snow When I approached to check the stores
tomorrow for the first day of Spring and I
remaining, they went into my scoop and I had
believe my bees have had only two or
a real problem getting them out of the slightly
three good flying days since the
opened zip lock bag containing the powder.
beginning of March.
They loved it!
Little yellow Winter Aconite flowers
usually bloom in our backyard around the
middle of February but in this unusually
frigid year they did not bloom until around
March 10th when they were seen peeking
through melting snow. Even our many Evodias
(Lenten Roses) show little sign of new growth
so they had better hurry if they are to live up to
their Lenten name.
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Due to the adverse weather to date, I cannot
draw an accurate opinion of the success or
failure of my feeding station experiment, how
frequently they were used and to what degree
they may have helped boost brood build up.
But, as with all beekeepers, I have high hopes
that the outcome was worth the effort. After all,
we beekeepers are eternal optimists. That’s
what keeps us going.
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MT HOLLY MUSINGS
By Wil Shirey
On a sixty degree day recently, I spent some time in one of my hives. The bees had
broken cluster and it wasn’t windy so I felt comfortable pulling some frames. The truth
is that I couldn’t wait any longer to get into the bees. Just the smell of the hive this time
of year trips my wire.
What I found was very pleasant. This was a single deep ten frame colony with bees covering eight frames. There was a small patch of capped brood about the diameter of a
coffee mug. There were some eggs and young larva, not many, but enough to let me
know the queen was alive and smart enough not to have more brood than the bees
could keep warm on these cold nights. The foragers were bringing in lots of pretty yellow pollen, probably from skunk cabbage. There was also nectar which surprised me. I
checked my favorite red maple tree and sure enough it was blooming. On the way
home, I also saw a pussy willow tree blooming. The second frame I pulled had the
queen on it and I watched her lay an egg. I looked again at the larva and it was pearly
white and glistening in the sun. So I very carefully returned the frame with the queen
back into the hive, added the other frame I had removed and put the hive back together. That is the good news.
The bad news is my overwintering survivor rate. I prepared twenty-eight hives for winter. I lost ten. That’s almost 36%. Last winter I lost three of thirty hives (10%). I mentioned in an earlier note that I had tried Mite Away Quick Strips (MAQS) for the first
time last September when I treated the bees for mites. I very quickly had two hives abscond. I found two more hives this spring that had either absconded or were a victim of
Colony Collapse Disorder because there were no bees in either hive but lots of honey
and sugar water. So this fall, I think I will return to Apiguard, the thymol based mitecide
for my mite treatment. I switched because MAQS is supposed to kill mites in the capped
brood as well as the mites on the bees. I was not prepared for the strength of the MAQS
fumes . Nor, I believe, were my bees. Whatever you choose to use, I strongly recommend that you treat for mites because the bees have a rough time dealing with the viruses that the mites vector.
If you are looking for something to try for swarm control, let me offer a suggestion.
Check your bees once a week starting the second week of April. Most of your healthy
bees will begin making queen cups in April. When you see queen cups that appear to be
wet in the bottom or have an egg in the bottom, take your new nuc box (I believe we
had 51 orders for nuc boxes at the March meeting) and make a nuc from that hive. I
use two frames of capped brood, one frame of honey, a frame of honey and pollen and a
frame of drawn comb all of which I take from the host hive along with the attached
bees. The most important step is to use the old queen in the host hive for the queen in
your nuc. Now the host hive is queenless so there is no queen to lead a swarm. The
bees in the host hive will make another queen that will be laying eggs in twenty to
twenty-five days. If you don’t want to catch the queen, just use the frame she’s on with
attached bees for one of your capped brood frames. This procedure has another benefit
as it breaks the brood cycle so there is no place for mites to lay eggs. Keep the nuc for a
spare queen or trade it with another beekeeper to increase your gene pool. Good luck!
Capital Area Beekeepers Association
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2015 CABA MEETING CALENDAR
Friday, April 17

Regular meeting, @7:00PM, Dept. of Agriculture, 2301 North
Cameron Street, Harrisburg. Speaker- TBA

Saturday, May 2

Short Course Part I,@ 8:00AM Dauphin County Agriculture &
Natural Resources Center, 1451 Peters Mt. Road, Dauphin.

Saturday, May 9

Short Course Part II, @noon at Dave Anderson's Apiary, 7081A
Colebrook Road, Palmyra

Friday, June 19

Regular meeting, @7:00PM Farm Show Building use Maclay
Street entrance, second floor. Speaker- TBA

Friday, July 17

Regular meeting, @7:00PM, Dept. of Agriculture, 2301 North
Cameron Street Harrisburg. Speaker- TBA

August

Ag Progress Days, Rock Springs, PA

Friday, September 18

Regular meeting, @7:00PM Farm Show Building use Maclay
Street entrance, second floor. Speaker- TBA

October

Farm City Day, Farm Show Building

Saturday, October 17

CABA Banquet Hoss’s Restaurant @4:30 speaker- TBA

November 13, 14

PSBA Annual Meeting, Country Cupboard, Lewisburg

Friday, November 20

Regular meeting, @7:00PM Farm Show Building use Maclay
Street entrance, second floor. Speaker- TBA

January 2016

Pennsylvania State Farm Show, January 9 - 16, 2016

Time To Renew Your CABA Membership!
Just a reminder, your 2015 CABA membership expires April 30, 2015. Please mail your dues to
our Secretary Deborah Buckfelder; or bring them with you to the meeting on April 17th. A
2015 CABA Membership Application is on the back page of this newsletter.

Capital Area Beekeepers Association
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Deb Buckfelder
731 Gravel Hill Rd.
Palmyra, PA 17078
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CAPITAL AREA BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
2015 Membership Application
Membership term: May 1 through April 30
Checks should be made payable to “Capital Area Beekeepers’ Association”
Please print or type:
Name _____________________________________Spouse (if joining)__________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________
City_________________________________________________________________________
County ____________________________State ________________Zip ________________
Telephone (

) _________________Email Address ______________________________

_________ please check if you would be willing to mentor a new beekeeper.

Husbands and wives joining together complete one application.
Individual members complete one application for each person.
At the request of the association members, the CABA Executive Board is
compiling a membership list to share with all Club members.
________ please check if you wish to be excluded from the membership
list.

Check membership and subscriptions desired.
____ CABA Dues (one year)
____ CABA Dues (Lifetime)
_____ PSBA Dues:
_____ PSBA Family Membership:

$10.00 per _____
$200.00 per _____
$20.00 per _____
$25.00 per _____

person(s) =
person(s) =
person(s) =
family =

__________
__________
__________
__________

Bee Culture Magazine
For Subscription information, contact Bee Culture directly, phone: 800.289.7668

American Bee Journal

(1) yr subscription @$20.25 = __________
Check category: new_____ renewal ______ (2) yr. subscription @$38.25 = __________
(3) yr. subscription @$54.00= __________

Method of Payment: Cash _______ or Check Number ___________

TOTAL

$ ___________

Mail this form with correct payment to:
Membership Secretary, 731 Gravel Hill Rd., Palmyra, PA 17078
717-838-6934 deb.bee.caba@gmail.com

IF YOU PLAN TO PAY YOUR DUES AT THE MEETING,
PLEASE BRING THIS COMPLETED APPLICATION
Capital Area Beekeepers Association
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President-Linda Purcell
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Article Deadline For Next Newsletter
Share your experience! We're always looking for articles. Articles for the Summer edition of the CABA newsletter are due
June 1st. All beekeeping topics are welcome. Send your submissions to education_pa@hotmail.com
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