
A GYM EVERY KID DESERVES
Hussey Seating and its dealer network delivered a premium 
solution custom-fit to school and community needs.

The gymnasium at Enumclaw High School in Washington, which serves 
approximately 1,700 students, isn’t just a space for physical education, student 
assemblies, and spirited rallies. Its seating also accommodates parents and 
supportive members of the community who attend events and games—from 
basketball through gymnastics. Guests range in abilities and include senior 
citizens, students and spectators in wheelchairs, and disabled individuals.

But their bleachers had been in place for a half-century, and changeover 
for that old dual-fold system was a time-consuming and laborious operation 
requiring multiple custodians. Equipment was also plagued with safety 
issues, including a lack of aisle steps and handrails to assist their beloved 
senior patrons.  

It was clear that renovation could no longer be deferred. The school 
was awarded a bond through voter support to fund a three-year planned 
upgrade, with gym bleachers slated for the first year. An upgrade would 
need to correct safety issues, make it easier for coaches to motivate and 
instruct students, and reduce the time and expense in set-up. It would also 
need to last decades—if not as long as their previous bleacher equipment.

C A S E  S T U D Y

“Every kid in every gym deserves a system that 
really supports them, gets them fired up, and that 
the community loves to be a part of.”
- Phil Engebretsen, Athletic Director
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THE PAYOFF
In just the first few weeks of use, school staff noticed a larger 
number of senior citizens in attendance. Fans also seemed to 
stay longer as a result of the added level of comfort. Nor-Pac’s 
expertise throughout the process helped Enumclaw High School 
garner the strongest value for their investment while expediting 
and simplifying changeover.

“What I’m looking forward to this year” Phil said, “when people 
walk into our gym, opposing athletic directors, coaches, is having 
the conversation. And when they have the opportunity in the 
future, I’ll be recommending Hussey, working with Nor-Pac, and 
designing a system that really allows them to have versatility 
similar to, if not as nice as, ours.”
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OBSTACLES & OPPORTUNITIES

“Every kid in every gym deserves a system that really supports 
them, gets them fired up, and that the community loves to be a part 
of,” explained Phil Engebretsen, Athletic Director at Enumclaw High 
School. But an important project like this occurs once in a lifetime 
for an athletic director.

Since this was the first and last time Phil would design a gym, he 
relied heavily on input from Nor-Pac Seating, their local Hussey 
Seating dealer. Nor-Pac began with a presentation of all options 
including a summary of what innovative features Hussey Seating 
had to offer. Nor-Pac wanted to collaborate and ensure the end 
result delivered the most for the least amount of money.

During discussions that followed, Nor-Pac suggested adding auto-
rotating aisle rails as a safety measure. This was a solution that 
would not only address outstanding issues but also save a great deal 
of time and effort on the part of hardworking school custodians.

SOLUTIONS
Taking Nor-Pac’s advice, the school chose the FlexRow solution, 
which was both multipurpose and ideal for ADA accommodations. 
This equipment included a single row that could be pushed in or out 
with ease. Students could sit at the bench during team meetings 
and then close it before heading to practice. Teachers could also 
use the bench to take attendance during P.E. and then shift into a 
classroom setting.

Before their new Hussey bleacher system, there was also no set 
location designated for those with disabilities or in wheelchairs. But 
now they could offer all kids and all people their own spot in the gym. 
Students in wheelchairs could sit with classmates at their designated 
section as opposed to wherever space might be available.

The auto-rotating handrail also became a must. This two-fold 
solution was a vital safety feature for the school and the community. 
It also reduced the labor involved in manual installation and 
operation of each handrail prior to events. Now, one person could 
operate the entire unit with the press of a button, a drastic reduction 
in changeover time that ensures visitors remain safe—even when 
climbing all the way to the top. 

CourtSide seats with backrests and CourSide graphics Custom colored auto-rotating aisle rails



PROJECT PROFILE
Application:
Telescopic bleachers with Courtside™ seats, custom colored rails,  
Media Platform, FlexRow, Xtreme Logo, CourtSide graphics and Clarin 
portable chairs

Product Utilized: 
MAXAM telescopic bleachers with courtside seats.

Project Completion Date:

2017

FACILITY PROFILE
Enumclaw High School Gymnasium 
Enumclaw, WA

Infrastructure Age: 
Built in 1960

Serves:
Enumclaw and Black Diamond, WA near Mt. Rainier

Facility Mission:
To contribute to student success and community involvement.

Events Hosted:
 • Basketball
 • Volleyball
 • Wrestling
 • Gymnastics
 • Student Events, pep rallies, job/internship fairs
 • Live entertainment (plays, concerts, etc.)
 • Community events

Keys to the Venue’s Success:
Less staffing needed for full changeovers with no sacrifice in quality or safety.
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