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MOCA Minute  

Longitudinal Assessment 

• MOCA Minute is a longitudinal assessment of the 

diplomate’s knowledge 

• MOCA Minute allows: 

– diplomates to demonstrate their proficiency and 

enhance their knowledge 

– the Board to identify diplomates who may not be 

keeping their knowledge current and require 

remediation 
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MOCA Minute  

Initial Pilot Requirements  

• MOCA Minute initially piloted in 2014  

• Purpose was to help diplomates prepare for the 

traditional Part III Exam 

• Participating diplomates: 

– Received 1 MOCA Minute question per week for 16 

weeks 

– Responding to the question was optional 

– Feedback provided for those who responded 

– Included spaced repetition of some questions 
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Types of  

MOCA Minute Questions 

• Core – covers content that forms the general anesthesia 

knowledge base that all ABA diplomates are expected to 

know  

• Practice-specific – covers content based on the 

diplomate’s practice profile 

• New knowledge – covers new information that all ABA 

diplomates need to learn quickly (i.e., Ebola, Zika Virus) 

• Subspecialty – covers content based on the 

diplomate’s subspecialty certification(s), if any 
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MOCA Minute Pilot 

• Pilot expanded to all diplomates in MOCA in 2016  

• Interactive learning tool that helps diplomates 

continuously assess and refresh knowledge  

– More relevant and personalized approach to lifelong 

learning   

– Can inform diplomates’ learning choices 
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Research Published on  

Initial MOCA Minute Pilot 
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MOCA Minute Study Results 

• Diplomates who voluntarily participated in the 

MOCA Minute had higher scores on their MOCA 

Cognitive Examination 

• Performance improved both in areas covered by the 

MOCA Minute items and other areas 

• High levels of diplomate satisfaction 
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MOCA Minute® Pilot 

• Longitudinal assessment data will allow us to 

identify knowledge gaps across the diplomate 

corps that we can strategically help address 

– Positively impact patient care across anesthesia 

practice spectrum 

– Not possible with once-every-10-years MOCA Exam 

• Knowledge Gaps Report: Provides details on the 

MOCA Minute questions answered incorrectly, peer 

performance and links to related CME to help you address 

gaps. 
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Knowledge Gaps Report 
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MOCA 2.0 / MOCA Minute Goal  

• Identify knowledge gaps among diplomates, as 

a group and as individuals 

• Connect diplomates to targeted educational 

opportunities based upon knowledge gaps 

• Utilize intensive longitudinal assessment and 

dynamically summative education tools to 

improve the fund of knowledge of participants 

• Generate a learning and assessment resource 

that is relevant to many different practice types  
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MOCA Minute® Standard 

• Using Measurement Decision Theory (MDT) to 

evaluate whether diplomates are maintaining 

medical knowledge 

• MDT is used to classify individuals into groups 

based on responses to a series of items 

• Group 1: Keeping knowledge current 

• Group 2: Not keeping knowledge current 
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Measurement Decision Theory (MDT) 

Overview 

MDT is based on Bayes’ Rule: 

By updating our initial belief about something 
with objective new information, we get a new 
and improved belief. 

Every MOCA MinuteTM question answered lets the 
ABA (and diplomates) dynamically update our data 
about whether the diplomate is keeping their 
knowledge current 
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Measurement Decision Theory (MDT) 

Overview 

• That new information lets us update our belief 

about whether the diplomate continues to 

meet our standard.   

• Over time, the diplomate’s response pattern 

will either confirm or disconfirm our initial 

belief and the ABA to make judgments and 

take action accordingly. 
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Future Research Directions 

• How best to utilize the rich dataset provided 
by the MOCA Minute to maximize its efficacy 
as a learning tool? 

– Approximately 3 million responses annually 

• How to validate the use of the MOCA Minute 
in continuing certification decisions? 

– Ongoing research utilizing DANS alerts 

• How to validate the ability of MOC as a whole 
to predict/improve physician performance? 

• How to collaborate with other Boards? 
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Questions? 


