CREATING A VECTOR IMAGE
Using Adobe Illustrator
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Preparing Your Image
Note: For this process to work well, images with light,
uniform backgrounds achieve the best results. Refer to
the Troubleshooting page on some tips to modify your
image.
1. To create a new Adobe Illustrator file,press ctrl-N /
command-N on your keyboard. You can then either
drag your image from the folder where it is stored into
the workspace, or go to File-> Place, and then click on
the workspace to place the image.

3

3. Go to Window->Image Trace to open the image
trace window

b.
e.

d.
c.
a.

a) Check preview to watch your image become a vector
b) Select silhouette under Preset
c) Check Ignore white (you might have to expand the
Advance menu)
d) Check “Fills” under “Create”
e) And adjust the threshold until you are satisfied with
your image. (Everything you want to cut should be
black.)
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Creating A Vector Outline
1. Above your workspace, click Expand. This
finishes tracing your image and creates an outline path.
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Now, the image is filled with black so it looks like a
silhouette.
If you are Laser Cutting this image:
You can save this file as an .ai file and open it up in
Corel Draw. Within Corel Draw, you can select the
outline of your vector and change the settings to hairline
outline, RGB red. Refer to the “Laser Cutter” cheat sheet
for more information.
If you are Vinyl Cutting this image:
Refer back to the instruction manual on Vinyl Cutting.
You can save the image as either an .AI file or .DXF to
be compatible.
If you have stray/unwanted parts of your image:
hit the “a” key or click the white mouse cursor (#2 on
the side menu), click outside of your image to de-select
it. You can now select any parts of the image that are
unwanted and then press “delete”.
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Troubleshooting
Using Photoshop to create an image with a light and
uniform background
You can try to manipulate the Live Trace settings to get
the silhouette/ outlines you want, or you can process
the image beforehand.
1. Import your image into PhotoShop either by dragging
the file into the workspace or by going to File-> Open
and then select your image.
2. Navigate to the Adjustments Tab. It should
automatically be located on the right-hand side of your
workspace. If not, you can go to Window-> check
Adjustments
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3. The icons below the Adjustments tab create layers on
top of your image to edit it.
There are a few types of adjustments that can help with
creating a good file for vinyl cutting.
Below are three options of edits. They can be done in
different orders and not every edit needs to be made.
Black and White:
You can adjust the lights and darks of your image
through color channels, or you can just stick with the
default settings.
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Brightness and Contrast:
You can use these settings to determine the balance
between white and black or light and dark in your
image. Brightness generally fills your image with more
of a white or black overlay, whereas Contrast enhances
the difference between the shadows and highlights of
your image.
The adjustments below were made after I had
converted the image to Black and White.
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Threshold:
This will convert your pixels into a truly black and white
image, whereas the Black and White tool creates various shades of grey (greyscale).
You can determine which pixels become white and
which become black by adjusting the slider on the
dialogue box.
The adjustments made below were made after the
previous two edits.
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