
BULLHORN 
A Newsletter of the Berea Elks Lodge #1815 FEBRUARY 2018 

It All Began With the Jolly Corks. Starting as a group of 15 actors and entertainers bent on having fun AND avoiding 
a New York Excise tax in 1867 (Sundays were the ‘dry’ day), this convivial group called themselves the Jolly 
Corks (for a clever trick with corks they performed on the uninitiated to win rounds of drinks). That same year 
as membership grew, some members saw the vision to become more helpful in the community. Alas, two feud-
ing factions split the group over different philosophies. Fortunately, the latter fac-
tion moved forward with their new ideals and on February 16, 1868, the Benevo-
lent and Protective Order of Elks was chartered—and with amazing new spirit of 
Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love, and Fidelity, helping those who need it most. 
 
Fast forward 150 years and the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks has grown 
in membership to nearly one million Amercians spread across 2,000 lodges.  We 
are guided by the principles of our order, Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love, and Fi-
delity in all we do, working in our local communities to help kids, veterans, and 
others in need. 
 
February 16th will mark our order’s 150th anniversary.  This also happens to be the 
first Fish Fry of the season.  Be sure to come down to the lodge and enjoy the best 
fish fry in all of Cleveland and celebrate our Order’s milestone moment by staying 
late for the 11 O’clock toast as we honor our absent members and look forward to 
the next 150 years! 
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This year I will have been a member of the Berea Elks for 40 years.  
The lodge  has come a long way.  A lot of ups and downs.  At one 
time we were close to shutting down, but we survived with a lot of 
hard work. 
 
This is why I’m so proud of our members for the great job every-
one has done with the Elks.  The Berea Elks do a great job for the 
Veterans.  The lodge hosted two dinner & bingo nights, took the 
Vets to an Indians game, and donated magazines and socks.   
 
Gary Farkas and myself had 20 visits to the VA hospital along 
with my son Steve who drives me. 
 
The State Elks Association and the National Foundation paid for 
the canteen books that we handed out to the Vets at Wade Park.  
Over $2,500 in canteen books were dispersed last year. 
 
The Berea Elks donated over $700 in addition to everything else.  
This year was great and much appreciated.  Thank you all! 

Bob Atkinson  
PER, Veterans Committee Chair 

216-433-0432 
P.S.  The Veterans still need socks!  Please keep bringing them 
down to the lodge and we will get them to those that need them! 

Tylor Mahany has been proposed for membership to our Or-
der, sponsored by our Secretary, Danielle Mahany.  Tylor is 
21 years old and is a STEM student at BW, majoring in envi-
ronmental engineering.   
 

Caroline Kuhl has been proposed as well, sponsored by PER 
Bill Maloney.  Caroline lives in Lakewood and has been a 
long time friend of the Berea Elks.  Both will be voted on 
during the first meeting in February. 



Greetings and Happy New Year Fellow Elks! 
 
 

Well we’re about halfway through the winter months, and spring will be here before we know it!  While we may 
still be dealing with some arctic temperatures and snow, this time of year is very important for our lodge with 
our annual Fish Fries coming-up, as well as the nominating and voting on of officers for the upcoming “Elk” 
year. 
 
Our first Fish Fry is on Friday, February 16th.  As in years past, the menu literally has something for everyone, 
with different types of seafood, a burger option, some great sides, and of course Nate’s usual weekly special that 
never disappoints!  I would encourage every member to attend at least one – if not several – of these special Fri-
day evenings and show support for our lodge.  In addition, while the kitchen remodel last year helped boost our 
workflow and efficiency in the kitchen, no amount of commercial equipment or redesign negates the fact that 
we need people to help with dishes, being food runners, etc.  We’ve had a pretty solid showing of support via the 
sign-up sheets located in the lounge for this year already, although there are still some spots open where we 
need assistance.  If you can volunteer for even just one of the Friday’s, by all means please sign-up in the lounge.  
If you have any questions, please see Trustee Nate Moore, PER, or myself, and we’ll be glad to convince (or gen-
tly coerce) you into volunteering.   
 
In addition to the Fish Fry season, this is the time of year when we begin the nomination process for officers in 
the upcoming 2018-2019 year that takes effect 4/1/2018.  If you are interested in becoming an officer (or a 
committee chair), please see any of the PER’s or myself.  This is a great way to get even more involved, imple-
ment your ideas, and help your lodge succeed! 

Fraternally Yours, 

Hank Nest, Exalted Ruler 

Fidelity 

SAVE 
THE 

DATE 
APRIL 7 

First Annual Berea Elks Heritage Ball 
The Berea Elks will be hosting our first ever Annual Elks Heritage Ball on 
Saturday, April 7th in the hall.  The Heritage Ball is to give recognition 
to all Berea members with all proceeds of the event going to fund the 
vertical lift system to lodge is working to build. 
 
The ball will feature a formal dinner, music, dancing, door prizes, a Chi-
nese basket raffle and more!  Service recognition will be given to all Life 
Members, Founding Members, current lodge officers and to other mem-
bers that have dedicated so much to our lodge. 
 
More details will be forthcoming so be sure to save the date now.   



FRIDAYS 
BEGINNING FEB 16 

6:00—8:00 PM 

February marks the kick-off of the Berea Elks legendary fish fry season.  Our 
fish fry is unlike any other in all of Northeast Ohio!  Our kitchen will be pre-
paring amazing dishes featuring fresh salmon, perch, walleye (zander), tiger 
shrimp, and other seasonal catches paired with fresh perogies, fresh cut fries, 
coleslaw, cabbage and noodles, and more!  Don’t miss a Friday!  Fish Fry starts 
Friday, February 16th! 

FEBRUARY 4  
 

5:00 PM 

Join us in the lodge for Super Bowl LII (that’s 52 if you don’t know your Ro-
man numerals).  This is a potluck event so bring your best party dish.  We’ll 
have the game on all TV’s.  It should be a great game and the commercials are 
always fun to watch.  Doors open at 5:00 PM.  Remember, beer sales only on 
Sundays….Dilly Dilly! 

FEBRUARY 16 
OPEN AT 3:00 PM 

FEBRUARY 10 
SATURDAY 

7:00 PM 

Just in time for the fish fry season, we will be hosting another legendary “Cork 
& Fork” wine tasting on Saturday, February 10th.  We will feature six amazing 
wines ranging from crisp pinot grigio to jammy cabernets.  Each bottle will be 
artfully paired with locally sourced and prepared food, matched to comple-
ment each wine.  This is one of the best events we have all year and it might be 
one of the best wine tastings in the area.  Tickets are $25 in advance, $30 the 
day of.  Tickets can be bought in the lounge or at www.bereaelks.com. 

FEBRAURY 24 
SATURDAY 

7:00—11:00 

Join us in the hall on Saturday, February 24 for the Wounded Heroes fund-
raiser hosted by Elk member Ken Volpe.  This reverse raffle will feature several 
cash prizes, great food, music, and a cash bar.  All proceeds go to Wounded 
Heroes, helping veterans injured in combat.  Get your tickets in the lounge! 

SUNDAY 

Join us Friday, February 16th down in the lodge as we celebrate the 150th 
anniversary of the B.P.OE.!  We’ll honor our Elk ancestors all day long with 
special 11 O’Clock toasts at the top of every hour (beginning at 5:00 pm), fin-
ished off at 11:00 with the original Jolly Corks toast.  We’ll have a special cake 
to celebrate the night and all members and guests are invited to celebrate in 
the lounge!   

FRIDAY 



REVERSE RAFFLE 
1st Prize:  $500 

2nd: $300—3rd: $200 

Food & Soft Drinks, DJ, Cash Bar, 
Sideboards, Raffles, 50/50 

 

Saturday, February 24, 2018 
7pm—11pm 

 

Berea Elks Lodge 
626 N. Rocky River Drive 

Berea, OH  44017 
 

MAIN BOARD TICKET: $35.00 
 

For more info, contact: 
KEN VOLPE 

440-532-0486 
P.O. Box 241, Berea, OH  44017 

 

Email: woundedheroes@wowway.com 
Woundedhero.org—facebook.com/woundedheroes1 

 
Tickets can be purchased in the lounge (cash/checks only) 

 

Basket Raffle Donations Wanted! 

PER Association 

Saturday, March 24th 
The Past Exalted Ruler’s Association is excited to 
host our annual Spring Basket Raffle fundraiser on 
Saturday, March 24th at the lodge. 
 
The event will feature premium gift baskets stuffed 
with amazing chocolates, hams, wine, craft beers, 
local cheeses, lottery tickets, gift cards, and so much 
more! 
 
Anyone can buy a ticket to all raffles for just $20 (a 
$23 value).   
 
New this year will be an option to buy a ticket and 
dinner combination for just $30!  This will include 
an entry into all raffle drawings along with an amaz-
ing dinner and one free drink from the bar. 
 
A Chinese raffle will also be held in addition to the 
main basket raffle 
 
Details on all of the baskets and the dinner will be in 
the March issue of the Bullhorn.   
 
You do not need to be present to win and anyone 
can buy tickets (you don’t have to be a member). 
 
This is one of our largest fundraisers of the year and 
all proceeds go to the lodge (sometimes we need to 
raise money for ourselves too!). 
 
Tickets can be purchased in the lounge or online on 
the Berea Elks website (www.bereaelks.com). 

Save the Date  
Dart League Banquet 

March 20th 



The Berea Elks received almost 950 essays from local 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th graders this year, easily a record turn-
out!  Over 20 members helped to judge these essays which had to be 300 words or less and reflect this year’s 
theme “Why Our Veterans Are America’s Heroes”.  .  Hopefully some of these entries will make it to the State 
and National levels.  Many thanks to our local schools, teachers, and members that helped this year...and of 

course, many thanks to all the students that entered.  Here are the six (6) winners from our lodge that have been 
submitted to the Northeast District for further review... 

Our brave and loyal veterans are heroes for many rea-
sons. 
First, veterans put their lives on the line everyday pro-
tecting and fighting for our country.  They decided to 
take this path in their lives.  They could have chosen 
other options such as working or going to college.  This 
is very noble of them. 
 
Next, when the veterans went off to war far away they 
had to leave their family and friends behind.  Sometimes 
the veterans would be gone for years at a time and not 
able to see their children grow up and they would miss 
important stages in their families lives. 
 
Also, our military veterans put their lives at risk by pro-
tecting our country and other countries with natural 
disasters such as hurricanes and earthquakes.  They go 
into dangerous situations to help people get to safety 
and bring supplies such as food, water, and medical 
goods. 
 
Being a veteran can have very negative lasting effects on 
a person due to the kind of situations they are put into.  
Therefore, it is very brave of our veterans to have chosen 
the path of military to honor our country and the people 
who live here.  If our veterans did not go to war and 
stand up for our country, we wouldn’t have the freedom 
we have today.  It is thanks to them that we are able to 
step outside without fear everyday.  That is what a true 
hero is! 
 

Nathan Zbozien 
Ford Intermediate—6th Grade 

I think a hero is a person that helps others when they are in 
trouble or when there is a problem.  Heroes think of others 
before themselves.  Heroes can be anyone, it doesn’t matter 
how old, if man or woman, what race.  Heroes might not 
even know all the people they help, it doesn’t matter to 
them, they are just looking to help people that need it.  He-
roes are a great role model to everyone. 
 

Veterans are our heroes since the choose to train so they can 
fight for our freedom and our country.  Veterans and people 
currently in the military have a lot of risks and dangers.  
These people are very brave because, they could get injured, 
captured or they could get killed.  When in war no man or 
woman gives up, one hundred percent is all they give noth-
ing less.  There is no reward for the service in the military, 
people do it to help our country.  They usually really like be-
ing in the military. 
 

My dad, Donald Daniel, was in the Navy.  He gave up his 
time for four years and he really liked it.  He was on a ship 
named U.S.S. John F. Kennedy, and it was an aircraft carrier.  
He was mostly trained and stationed in Philadelphia.  My 
dad was in the Electrical Division.  He learned how to be an 
electrician, a Yeoman (an Administrative Associate), and 
how to be a firefighter.  He went on one deployment and 
luckily never had to fight in a war.  When he got out of the 
Military he was very happy to be back with his family here in 
Berea.  I believe Veterans are special to everyone.  My dad is 
an extra special veteran to me.  Thank you to all Veterans, 
current people in the military and my dad, for being Ameri-
can Heroes.   
 

Breckyn Daniel 
Ford Intermediate—6th Grade 
 



What makes a hero?  More importantly, why do we con-
sider our nation’s veterans heroes?  Well, the definition 
of “hero” is a person whi is admired or idealized for cour-
age, outstanding achievements, or noble qualities.  I be-
lieve that perfectly describes  the men and women who 
fight for our nation every day.  They are America’s he-
roes because they must be courageous whil entering bat-
tle.  Though not all military members go into active du-
ty, there is always a chance for violence; that is the rea-
son they were placed in the area.  They risk their lives 
every moment that they enter a place of danger.  Just as 
well, the amount of achievements that we should be 
grateful for is overwhelming when we consider our na-
tion’s veterans at work.  They have fought the battles 
and won the wars that our nation has involved itself in.  
Even outside the battlefield, our veterans have proven 
themselves truly accomplished for giving up their fami-
lies and leaving their homes to help protect our nation.  
Furthermore, qualities that show in the band of people 
who have fought for our country’s freedoms are nothing 
to be looked over.  Attributes such as dedication, perse-
verance, and integrity are all natures that U.S. Veterans 
uphold.  These qualities all help better enrich our socie-
ty, and benefit our nation.  Overall, through courageous 
acts, phenomenal acts, and noble attributes, we can gen-
uinely define our country’s veterans as “heroes”. 
 

Elise Grant  
Olmsted Falls Middle School—8th Grade 

Americans consider our veterans heroes because they 
fight for us in many ways.  People think of it as simply 
putting on a uniform and going to battle with another 
country, but it’s much more than that.  If we didn’t have 
veterans who fought for our country, we would not have 
the freedom we have today.  Freedom allows us to 
choose anything we want to do.  Veterans are our he-
roes, but they may not consider themselves to be he-
roes.  Veterans do not think about their lives, they think 
about how they are going to make our lives and their 
families lives better.  Veterans protect us against our 
enemies.  If there was no one fighting for our country 
then our government would be totally different than 
what it is today.  Instead of have having a freedom of 
speech like we do in a democracy, we would have to lis-
ten to someone who ruled us and we would have no say 
in what happens.  That is one huge reason we consider 
our veterans American heroes.  Veterans do not think 
about what could happen to themselves.  They think 
about what good can come out them defending their 
country and how we live.  Veterans make our country a 
free place to live so we feel safe.  Just like police officers 
and firemen, they are all doing their job to protect us 
everyday, but to us they are all heroes.  Veterans are 
very important to all Americans.  We should not take 
anything veterans do for us for granted.  They have all 
paid the price for our freedom.  
 

Kelly Strang 
Olmsted Falls Middle School—7th Grade 
 

Veterans are America’s Heroes.  But what makes them heroes?  They are heroes because they showed real courage, real 
strength, and real selflessness even when they were going through some of the hardest times of their life.  They decided to 
risk everything for millions of people they had never met. 
 
Veterans are exceptionally tough.  They stayed strong in the most difficult times any one of us could ever imagine.  When 
veterans joined the military, they became part of the hard fought battle for justice and experienced terribly shocking cir-
cumstances.  Above all, they had a choice to join the military and they accepted this task knowing that what they were 
about to enter was and still is one of the hardest jobs in the world.  There are countless reasons as to why veterans are 
tough. 
 
Veterans are selfless.  Some veterans gave their life for another soldier who was serving with them.  Veterans cared about 
our country so much that they dedicated their life to helping America.  They were willing to set aside their own fears and 
join the military regardless of the fact that they may not come back. 
 
Lastly, no matter how long veterans served or what they did or how they helped, all of our veterans are heroes.  All of them 
fought; some in different ways than others.  They stood up for what was right in troubling times.  Veterans fought to pre-
serve the freedom of equality, speech, religion, and so much more.  Without them, we would be nowhere near where we 
are today.  Everyone owes an unpayable debt to them.  To conclude, all veterans are and always will be America’s Heroes. 
 

Elizabeth Calvis 
Ford Intermediate—6th Grade 



Why would people in America risk everything they have and know?  There are some people in our country that are putting 
their families, homes, and their lives in jeopardy.  Those people are known as Veterans, and to me, they are America’s he-
roes.  They are choosing to help protect our land, our lives.  Veterans go out into battlefields not knowing if they will sur-
vive.  And they do it for us and out country, America.  Which is why I strongly believe they are America’s heroes. 
 
The people who have the title of Veteran are also very selfless people.  Putting themselves in danger for every single other 
person.  Knowing that any moment something could go wrong and they could get seriously injured or even die.  And large 
amounts of Veterans have very little money left after they serve.  They give up everything for us, people they never even 
met. 
 
And back to how most have very little to no money when they get back, people have to come together and help them get 
on their feet.  They protected us, so we will help protect them.  It is just the right thing to do.  We also show respect for 
them by standing suring the national anthem, or having moments of silence.  People have flags on houses for them, and 
even during times of protest, people manage to find signs of respect for our country’s heroes. 
 
That is why I strongly believe that our war Veterans are our country’s heroes.  They fought for us when they didn’t even 
know us, only their surrounding friends and family.  The were selfless and brave.  Every single Veteran deserves recogni-
tion for their actions, and all of those people who fought for our protection as a country deserve the title of heores. 
 

Lilly Higgins 
Olmsted Falls Middle School—8th Grade 

Our gratitude goes out to the nearly 1,000 students that submitted entries to the lodge this year!  We will honor 

our winners, along with our scholarship finalists, Hoop Shoot finalists, and the Boy Scouts of Troop 215 at our 

annual Youth Appreciation Dinner which will take place Tuesday, May 1st at the lodge. 

New Eagle Scout! 
If you frequent the lodge, then you have probably met Jaiden Caracci at 

some point.  We are proud to announce that Jaiden has been awarded the 

rank of Eagle with Boy Scout Troop 215!  This is a huge accomplishment 

and is the result of years of hard work and dedication to scouting.  A for-

mal ceremony will be announced shortly by the Caracci family.  Until 

then, if you see Jaiden in the lodge, be sure to congratulate him on this 

wonderful achievement! 

The lodge Secretary will be sending out membership renewal notices in the month of Febru-

ary.  Grand Lodge has issued a minor increase for the 2018/2019 lodge year bringing general 

membership dues to $120 ($70 for life members).  Be sure to look out for your membership 

renewal package in the mail soon.   Your continued membership is what drives our lodge’s 

ability to support so many community programs.   



*Consuming raw or undercooked meats, poul-
try, seafood, shellfish, or eggs may increase 

your risk of foodborne illness, especially if you 
have a medical condition.   

 
Alcohol may only be purchased by  

Elks Members.  

STARTERS 
Peel ‘n Eat Shrimp  $6 

Eight (8) 31-40 count shrimp served 
warm with the skin on and cocktail 

sauce. 

Calamari   $6 
Lightly breaded and fried calamari 

rings served with fresh    lemon 
wedges and marinara sauce. 

MAIN COURSES 
Walleyed Pike Fillet (Zander)*  $14 

One 8-10 oz. lightly breaded and deep fried, or pan-fried with choice of 
seasoning (lemon pepper, Cajun, or salt & pepper).   

Served with 2 sides 

Atlantic Salmon* $13 
One 10 oz. fresh Atlantic Salmon fillet pan seared or blackened.  

Served with 2 sides. 

Tiger Shrimp* $12 
Six large tiger shrimps, panko crusted and deep fried or pan seared with 

garlic or garlic and red pepper flakes.   
Served with 2 sides. 

Cheeseburger* $8 
Freshly ground 7 oz. beef patty on a Kaiser roll with American cheese, let-

tuce, tomato, and onion.          

Pierogi Dinner $10 
For the land lubbers that don’t like meat, enjoy four pierogis with grilled 

onions and sour cream. 
(Sides are extra) 

Pierogis with Grilled Onions                          
Coleslaw 

Cabbage & Noodles 
Side Salad 

Fresh Cut Fries 
Tater Tots 

Mixed Vegetables 
Onion Rings 

Chef’s Special (daily price) 
Weekly special 

Lake Erie Yellow Perch* $15 
Fresh Lake Erie Perch fillets lightly breaded and deep fried, or pan fried 

with choice of seasoning (lemon pepper, Cajun, or salt & pepper).  
Served with 2 sides. 

FISH FRY 
WELCOME TO THE BEREA ELKS LEGENDARY 

SIDES 



Remember to celebrate everyone’s birthday the first 
Friday of each month with free cake and ice cream in 
the lounge! 

William Helmet   February 1 
Doug Runyon   February 1 
Roger Baker   February 2 
Thomas Tomaszewski February 2 
Elaine Plumb   February 16 
Gary Farkas   February 21 
Alfred Carrero   February 22 

Mystery Mondays are here to stay!  This is easily the 
best $5 dinner around and the trivia is world-class!  A 
different meal every Monday and always just $5 per 
person.  Bring a friend and get to the lodge! 

CP Coin Banks 
Many thanks to all members that turned in CP coin 
banks.  $150 was raised with the banks, all of which 
goes to United Cerebral Palsy of Cleveland helping fam-
ilies with children that suffer from CP.  Banks turned in 
this month by:  
 

Eric Banks ~ George Bode ~ Andrew Tyler  
Jack Topeka ~ Dianna Threadgill ~ James Thompson 

John Kirkland ~ Jim Warren ~ Bob Atkinson 
 

Please keep the banks coming!  If you don’t have one, 
get one down in the lounge 

In March, the lodge will be voting on Lodge Officer positions for 
the 2018/2019 lodge year.  These positions are open to any 
member in good standing and all positions are available.  Experi-
ence is not necessary and each position has different commit-
ments requirements.  If you are interested in being a Lodge 
Officer, talk to a P.E.R. and let them know your interest!  It’s 
more fun than you think! 

2018-2019 LODGE OFFICERS! 

Calling All Golfers! 
Berea Elks Golf League! 

Who: Any Golf Lover; Elks member or not 

What: Stroke Play with Handicap League 

When: 4:30 Tuesday Evenings, beginning April 24th 

Where: TBD (based on league interest) 
 

Please sign up via email or sign up sheet located at the 
Berea Lodge. 
 

League Play will finish on September 4th with a cham-
pionship and dinner banquet on September 16th. 
 

For more information please contact: 
Ross Chrisman, Berea Elks Golf League Chairman 
216-990-8297 
rossbereaelks@gmail.com 

The Golden Tee Spring League begins February 5th!  
The Golden Tee machine has been upgraded with all 
the new 2018 courses and this year’s offering is better 
than ever!  All skill levels welcome and you play at 
your own pace.  Sign-ups are in the lounge. 
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LODGE OPENS AT 
5:00! 
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OHIO ELKS 
STATE 
BOWLING 
TOURNAMENT 

The State Bowling Tournament is coming to Northeast Ohio 
and Lakewood Lodge is the host, but is partnering with Be-
rea and Parma lodges to run the event.  This event will gener-
ate some income to our lodge and we will be reaching out to 
all members later this month to help with volunteer efforts 
so that we can help pull off a great event with our fellow 
lodges and maximize our revenue generating potential.  
Watch your e-mail in the coming days for more details! 

Berea Lodge Legendary Fish Fry Starts  
Friday, Februray 16 

2018-2019 Lodge Year 
Dues Notices Being Mailed 

This Month! 

NEW—WEDNESDAY OFFICER BARTENDERS! 
February 7—Hank Nest, Exalted Ruler 
February 14—Jon Elias, Loyal Knight 

February 21—Jeff Coyle, Leading Knight 
February 28—Richard Threadgill, PER 



 

BEREA ELKS LODGE #1815 
626 N. Rocky River Drive 
Berea, OH  44017 
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4 5 6 7 
LODGE MEETING 
7:30 
ALL ELKS WELCOME! 
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BOD MEETING 
7:30 
ALL ELKS WELCOME! 

15 16 17 
 

18 19 20 

DART LEAGUE BANQUET 

21 
LODGE MEETING 
7:30 
ALL ELKS WELCOME! 

22 23 24 

PER Basket 
Raffle 

25 26 27 28 
 

30 31  


