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1-2 provides Pope Francis with the funds needed to carry out his
charitable works around the world. The proceeds benefit those
who are on the margins of society, including victims of war,
oppression, and disasters. Please give generously.

Riverbend TEC celebrates 40 years in Diocese of New Ulm
Longtime program coordinator to step down from position at end of month
by Claudia Broman
Prairie Catholic Correspondent
One story Riverbend TEC
coordinator, Fr. Dennis Labat,
has heard over the years goes
something like this … “I was
in the grocery store and I saw
the cashier was wearing a cross
around her neck, like the kind
that’s given to people who ﬁnish
up a TEC [Together Encountering
Christ] retreat. And so I asked,
‘Did you make TEC?’”

Catholic retreat experience focused
on the Paschal Mystery: the death
and Resurrection of Jesus Christ.
The team leading the weekend
includes a priest, adults, and
teenagers who have previously
been involved with TEC.

Each of the three days of the TEC
weekend have speciﬁc purposes.
The ﬁrst day (Die Day) represents
Lent, encouraging participants to
take a look inside and recognize
our need for reconciliation. The
second day (Rise Day) represents
“And if so, right away they
Easter, focusing on God’s
jump to a diﬀerent level of
unconditional love for us and our
conversation,” Fr. Labat said as he response to his love. And the third
talked about the spiritual impact
day is Pentecost (Go Day), when
of TEC on its participants. “They participants are encouraged to
know they’ve had a common
share what they have learned with
experience.”
others.
Riverbend TEC is a three-day
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The Catholic bishops of the United
States have designated July 23-29,
2017, as National NFP Awareness
Week. These dates highlight the
anniversary of the papal encyclical
Humanae Vitae (July 25), which
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Programs available in diocese that teach two of the major NFP methods

Teen suicide
prevention
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Ronda called the three days a short
synopsis of your faith journey, or

Natural Family Planning Awareness Week July 23-29
NEW ULM - The privilege of a
husband and wife to bring new
life into the world is a gift from
God. It is a sacred responsibility
through which they participate
in God’s creative power. Natural
Family Planning (NFP) helps
couples understand the beauty of
this creative power by deﬁning
the scientiﬁc, natural, and moral
aspects of family planning that
allow them to achieve or postpone
pregnancy.

Diocesan annual
financial report

On June 30, diocesan priest, Fr. Dennis Labat (right), will retire from
his positions as Riverbend TEC coordinator and spiritual director,
passing the figurative torch to Katie Prokosch of Springfield, who
will be coordinator, and her husband, Justin, who will be assistant
coordinator.
(Photo submitted)

after the retreat, the experience
is enough to prompt many
attendees to return as future TEC
volunteers. “The experience jolted
me permanently and forever in
my faith journey,” said Brian
Mathiowetz of Sleepy Eye, who
ﬁrst attended a TEC weekend
with his wife, Ronda, in 1983.
The couple were in their 20s,
involved at church, and then
their parish priest asked them to
take part in a TEC weekend – as
adults. Since their ﬁrst encounter,
TEC has become a life passion
for the couple, who have either
participated as volunteers or
attended a TEC weekend every
year since.

articulates Catholic beliefs about
human sexuality, conjugal love,
and responsible parenthood; and
marks the feast of Saints Joachim
and Anne (July 26), the parents of
the Blessed Mother. This year’s
theme is “Say ‘Yes’ to God’s Plan
for Married Love.”
NFP is a general name for the
methods of family planning
that are based on a woman’s
menstrual cycle. Certain signs in
a woman’s body – including her
cervical mucus and her basal body
temperature – tell her whether or
not she is fertile on a given day. By
learning to observe and understand
these signs, couples are enabled to
participate in planned procreation.
“NFP is both life-giving, as it
brings forth new life in the marital
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relationship, and love-giving, as it
deepens and enriches the bond of
love between husband and wife,”
said Sr. Candace Fier, director of
the diocesan Oﬃce of Family Life.
Sr. Candace is a Schoenstatt Sister
of Mary and a registered nurse
who has been teaching Creighton
Model FertilityCare for twentyeight years.
“NFP is very eﬀective at both
achieving and spacing pregnancies.
It is truly a method of family
planning and not a method of
contraception,” said Sr. Candace.
In a study sponsored by the
U.S. bishops, it was revealed
that seventy percent of married
couples were satisﬁed with their
use of NFP. In Sr. Candace’s
experience working with couples
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practicing NFP, they are sometimes
challenged by the temporary
abstinence required by the method.
However, she said a great majority
discover their relationship gains
stronger marital bonds and better
communication.
Shaun and Katie Kober of Sleepy
Eye have been married for one
year. The eﬀectiveness of NFP
has been a great support for
them. They have appreciated
how hard it can be to practice
abstinence during a time of using
the method to postpone pregnancy,
which they had to do post
miscarriage. “Seeing how well the
method works when we adhere to
it is very rewarding and helped us
during that challenge,” said Shaun.
(Continued on page 5)

Be Not Afraid

Commentary on the Fiscal Year 2016 financial report of the Diocese of New Ulm
Second, the information in the
Statement of Activities table is
taken from the diocesan ﬁnancial
statements, which are audited
independently by a certiﬁed public
accounting ﬁrm.

by Bishop John M. LeVoir
Since the Diocese of New Ulm
published its last ﬁnancial report
in The Prairie Catholic in July
2016, the diocese has had to lay oﬀ
staﬀ and the diocesan corporation
ﬁled for ﬁnancial reorganization
under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code.
Please know that the Statement
of Activities report in this issue
covers ﬁscal year 2016, which
ended on June 30, 2016, before
those diﬃcult decisions had to be
made in the last year.
There are a few other very
important things you should know
when viewing this Statement of
Activities report.
First, this ﬁnancial report does
not cover the parishes, Catholic
schools, and other Catholic
entities within the geographic
area served by the diocese. Those
entities are not part of the diocesan
corporation.
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Third, donations to the Diocesan
Ministries Appeal (DMA) are
restricted for use solely to support
DMA designated ministries.
Your continued support of the
DMA makes possible important
ministries such as Catholic
Charities, youth ministry,
Hispanic ministry, faith formation,
and other ministries essential to
the life of the Church within the
diocese.
Decline in Revenue, Increase in
Expenses in Fiscal Year 2016
You will see that our net assets
declined nearly $1.5 million from
the ﬁscal year ended June 30,
2015, to the ﬁscal year ended June
30, 2016. This is due primarily
to a decline in revenue year over
year of $1.43 million.
A decline of more than $1 million
in contributions and bequests
accounts for much of the revenue
decrease year over year. In 2015,
we received extremely generous
gifts above what we normally
receive, so the decline in 2016 is
made more stark in comparison.
The special issues expenses are
outside professional fees incurred
as we work to fairly resolve
claims of sexual abuse of minors
by clergy dating back to the
founding of the diocese. Fiscal

year 2016 saw an increase in
those expenses as more notices of
claims were ﬁled under the Child
Victims Act. The Child Victims
Act temporarily lifted the statute
of limitations on civil claims
for historical cases of childhood
sexual abuse. That temporary
lifting of the statute of limitations
ended on May 25, 2016. Special
issues expenses will continue as
we work through the process to
resolve claims.
Because we are unable to estimate
our liability related to those
claims ﬁled under the Child
Victims Act, our auditor is not
able to express an opinion on our
ﬁnancial statements. This ﬁnancial
uncertainty remains, but now we
have a process for resolving the
claims through the reorganization.
During the coming months, we
will work with those representing
victims and survivors and our
insurance companies to come to a
fair resolution.
Taking Steps to Address our
Challenges
In light of the ﬁnancial challenges
outlined in our ﬁscal year 2016
report, I directed staﬀ to take
steps to put the diocese on the
best possible ﬁnancial footing to
address claims made against it.
First, the diocese took steps to
cut back on diocesan expenses
as much as possible while
maintaining our ability to carry
out the work of the Church. These
steps included implementing a
wage freeze for diocesan staﬀ and

reducing health care beneﬁts.
Second, on March 3, 2017, I
directed attorneys representing
the diocese to ﬁle for ﬁnancial
reorganization under Chapter
11 of the Bankruptcy Code.
Chapter 11 allows an organization
to restructure its debt to pay
creditors, in this case survivors
of childhood sexual abuse by
priests. This is the fairest way to
compensate victims and survivors
while continuing the work of the
Church in the ﬁfteen-county area
served by the diocese.
Due to the Chapter 11 ﬁling, the
diocese was required to sell its
investments and to place the funds
received from the sale in low
interest bearing bank accounts.
Consequently, the revenue from
investments is no longer available
to pay diocesan expenses. On
February 27, 2017, aware that
this was going to occur once the
diocese ﬁled for reorganization on
March 3, 2017, I made the painful
but unavoidable decision to lay
oﬀ ﬁve diocesan staﬀ and reduce
hours and beneﬁts for another
staﬀ member.
While the impact of these two
developments is not reﬂected on
the ﬁnancial report in this issue,
they are important to know as you
view this information.
A Journey of Hope, Healing,
and Peace
It is also important for
parishioners to continue to
contribute to provide for the

operations of their parishes and
the operations of the diocese
through weekly collections
and other gifts. I ask that you
prayerfully consider continuing
your contributions at normal
levels now and as we move
through and beyond the
reorganization process.
These are unprecedented times
and uncharted waters for our local
Church. However, we must be
accountable for the past actions of
those clergy who abused minors.
This violation of a sacred trust
has caused a deep scar in many
people’s lives and in our local
Church.
It is our obligation to reach
out to our brothers and sisters
harmed by clergy sexual abuse.
Only through addressing these
cases head-on can we move
forward, never forgetting the
pain caused. We must bring these
cases to resolution with fairness
for victims and survivors, while
continuing the good work of the
Church in our communities. We
all play a role in this and together,
with faith in Jesus Christ, we will
ﬁnd a way forward on our journey
of hope, healing, and peace.

Bishop LeVoir’s summer 2017
calendar can be found at
www.dnu.org/calendar/.

EnCourage - a support for the journey
NEW ULM – Four times a year,
a group gathers to discuss a topic
that each member attending has
in common – they have a loved
one with same-sex attraction.
EnCourage is a conﬁdential
support group dedicated to
the spiritual needs of parents,
siblings, and other relatives and
friends of persons who have
same-sex attraction.
Anchored in the spiritual and
moral teachings of the Roman
Catholic Church, EnCourage
members support one another
and their loved ones through
discussion, prayer, and
fellowship.
In the Diocese of New Ulm,
Encourage has been meeting
on a quarterly basis since April
2016. The group facilitator is
Sr. Candace Fier, director of the

diocesan Oﬃce of Family Life.
“Each participant’s journey
is unique, shaped by the
circumstances and relationships
surrounding them and their loved
ones,” said Sr. Candace.
“Encourage meetings are meant
to provide an opportunity for
family and friends to give and
receive support from one another,
as well as guidance in their own
spiritual development,” she said.
The dignity and identity of
Christian persons are not
determined by their sexual
attraction, but by their relation to
Jesus Christ through faith, hope,
and love. Therefore, the overall
goals of Encourage are:
- Help members themselves to
grow spiritually through prayer,
meditation, spiritual direction,
frequent attendance at Mass,
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and frequent reception of the
sacraments of Reconciliation and
Holy Eucharist;
- Enable members to gain a
deeper understanding of the
needs and issues experienced by
men and women with same-sex
attraction;
- Help members establish
and maintain a healthy and
wholesome relationship with the
loved one who experiences samesex attraction;

Conference opportunity
The EnCourage ministry is thirty
years old and will be the focus of
celebration at the 2017 Courage/
Encourage Conference to be held
July 27-30 at the University of St.
Mary of the Lake Seminary and
Conference Center, Mundelein,
Ill.

- Assist other parents and families
to reach out with compassion
and truth to their loved one with
same-sex feelings and behaviors;

Conference participants will
pray, learn, and grow together, as
well as gain new insight into the
understanding of family members
and loved ones with same-sex
attraction. The conference Mass
on Saturday, July 29, will be
celebrated by Bishop John M.
LeVoir. Visit https://couragerc.
org/courage/conference/.

- Witness to their loved one by
their own lives that a happy,
wholesome life is to be found in
union with Jesus Christ through
his body, the Church.

Editor’s note: To learn more
about the EnCourage support
group in the Diocese of New Ulm,
contact Sr. Candace Fier at 507233-5328, cfier@dnu.org.
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DIOCESE OF NEW ULM

Statement of Activities
(July 1, 2015 - June 30, 2016)

REVENUES

$
Diocesan United Fund
Diocesan Ministries Appeal
Contributions and bequests
Contributed services
Grants
Interest and dividend income
Net unrealized and realized gains (losses) on investments
Program income
Rent income
Gain on sale of land held for resale
Other income
Net assets released from restrictions:
Satisfaction of program restrictions

1,542,698

(see pie chart below)

$

3,367,652

Administration
Evangelization and Catechesis
Worship and Spiritual Life
Social Ministries
Personnel
T
E
(see pie chart below)

$

1,157,878
835,973
153,024
644,223
593,855
3,384,953

T

TEMPORARILY
RESTRICTED

UNRESTRICTED

R

PERMANENTLY
RESTRICTED

2016
$

$
13,695
57,126

792,616
122,873

$

15,821

237,610
76,309
(148,425)

77,539
(94,504)
168,098
45,216
6,495
22,340
1,528,949

(1,528,949)
$

1,542,698
792,616
152,389
57,126
237,610
153,848
(242,929)
168,098
45,216
6,495
22,340

TOTALS
$

2015
1,525,843
749,121
1,188,353
56,560
135,636
148,925
263,258
176,088
62,615
43,401
21,047

-

(4 47,966)

$

15,821

-

$

2,935,507

$

4,370,847

$

$

$

1,157,878
835,973
153,024
644,223
593,855
3,384,953

$

1,164,227
823,463
147,470
746,410
543,657
3,425,227

$

(449,446)

$

945,620

EXPENSES

C

N

A

B

O

$

I

$

Gain on sale of property and equipment
Decrease in capital campaign net contribution revenue
Old Pastoral Center demolition expense
Special issues expense
C
N A
Net assets at Beginning of Year

N

A

E

Y

(17,301)

$

15,821

473,945
(115,834)
(59,368)
(812,911)

(15,039)
(987,618)

(15,039)
(987,618)
$ (1,019,958)
12,459,396

$

(447,966)
3,493,437

$

15,821
5,152,782

$ (1,452,103)
21,105,615

$

$ 11,439,438

$

3,045,471

$

5,168,603

$ 19,653,512

$ 21,105,615

2015-2016 REVENUES $2.9 MILLION
Contributions
and Bequests 6%

$

(447,966)

431,452
20,674,163

2015-2016 EXPENSES $3.4 MILLION

Grants and Other Income
14%

Personnel
18%

Administration
34%

Social
Ministries
19%
Diocesan Ministries Appeal
27%

Worship
5%

Diocesan United Fund
53%
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Evangelization and Catechesis
24%

diocesan church

No Tengas Miedo
Información sobre las Finanzas de la
Diócesis de New Ulm - Año Fiscal 2016
por Obispo John M. LeVoir
Desde que la Diócesis de New
Ulm publicó su último informe
de Finanzas en el Prairie Catholic
en Julio del 2016, la diócesis ha
tenido que despedir a empleados
como parte de la reorganización
ﬁnanciera bajo el capítulo 11
del código de bancarrota de los
Estados Unidos. Noten que el
informe de actividades en este
ejemplar abarca el año ﬁscal
2016, que terminó el 30 de Junio
del 2016, antes que se tomaran
estas decisiones tan delicadas el
año pasado.
Al ver este informe de
actividades, hay otros puntos muy
importantes que ustedes deben
saber.
En primer lugar, este informe
no abarca las ﬁnanzas de las
parroquias, escuelas católicas ni
otras entidades católicas dentro
del área geográﬁca que sirve la
diócesis. Aquellas entidades no
forman parte de la corporación
diocesana.
En segundo lugar, la información
en la tabla de estado de
actividades se obtiene de los
estados ﬁnancieros de la diócesis
auditados independientemente por
una ﬁrma de contadores públicos.
En tercer lugar, las donaciones a
la Campaña para los Ministerios
Diocesanos (DMA-siglas
en Ingles) están restringidas
para apoyar a los ministerios
designados al DMA únicamente.
Su continuo apoyo a la campaña
hace posible ministerios
importantes como Caridades
Católicas, Ministerio Juvenil,
Ministerio Hispano, Formación
de la Fe entre otros ministerios
esenciales en la vida de la Iglesia.
Disminución de Ingresos;
Aumento de gastos en el Año
Fiscal 2016
Nuestros bienes netos
disminuyeron en casi1.5 millones
desde que termino el año ﬁscal
que va del 30 de Junio del 2015
al 30 de Junio del 2016. Esto
se debe principalmente a una
disminución de ingresos año tras
año de $1.43 millones.
Los gastos son honorarios
especiales mientras se resuelve
equitativamente las demandas
de abuso sexual de menores de
edad por parte de sacerdotes, que
se remonta desde la fundación

de la diócesis. Para el año ﬁscal
del 2016 se registró un aumento
en esos gastos a medida que
se presentaban más demandas
en virtud de la ley de Victimas
infantiles.
La ley de Victimas infantiles
suspendió temporalmente el
estatuto de limitación de las
demandas civiles por casos
históricos de abuso sexual
infantil. Las demandas se hicieron
bajo el Acta de Niños Víctimas,
que levantó temporalmente el
estatuto de limitación civil en la
historia de abuso sexual infantil,
pero venció el 25 de mayo del
2016. Estos gastos adicionales
continuarán a medida que trabaja
para resolver estas demandas.
Ya que no podemos estimar
nuestra responsabilidad en
relación con las demandas
presentadas, nuestro auditor
no puede expresar una opinión
sobre nuestras ﬁnanzas. Esta
incertidumbre de ﬁnanzas
continua, ahora tenemos
un proceso para resolver
las demandas a través de la
reorganización. Durante los
próximos meses, trabajaremos
con los representantes de las
víctimas y sobrevivientes y
nuestras compañías de seguros
para llegar a una resolución justa.
Tomar medidas para abordar
nuestros desafíos
A la luz de las diﬁcultades
ﬁnancieras descritas en el reporte
del año ﬁscal 2016, ordené al
personal que tomara las medidas
correspondientes para poner a
la diócesis en la mejor posición
ﬁnanciera posible para abordar las
demandas en su contra.
En primer lugar, la diócesis
tomó medidas para reducir
los gastos en la diócesis en
la medida posible, pero al
mismo tiempo, manteniendo la
capacidad para realizar la labor
de nuestra Iglesia. Estas medidas
incluyen la implementación de
una congelación salarial para el
personal diocesano y la reducción
de beneﬁcios de seguro médico.
En segundo lugar, el 3 de
marzo del 2017 solicité a una
reorganización ﬁnanciera bajo
el Capítulo 11 del código de
bancarrota. El capítulo 11
de bancarrota permite que
la organización reestructure
sus deudas para pagar a sus
acreedores, en nuestro caso los

sobrevivientes de abuso sexual
por parte de los sacerdotes.
Esta es la manera más justa
de compensar a las víctimas y
sobrevivientes mientras continua
el trabajo de la Iglesia en los
quince condados que sirve la
diócesis.
Por razones de la bancarrota, la
diócesis tuvo la obligación de
vender sus inversiones y guardar
los fondos recibidos de la venta
en cuentas bancarias de bajo
interés. Por consiguiente, los
ingresos de las inversiones ya
no están disponibles para pagar
los gastos de la diócesis. El 27
de febrero del 2017, consciente
de que esto iba a pasar después
que la diócesis solicitó a una
reorganización el 3 de marzo
del 2017, tome la dolorosa e
inevitable decisión de despedir
a cinco miembros del personal
diocesano y reducir las horas y
beneﬁcios a otro miembro del
personal.
Un Camino de Esperanza,
Sanación y Paz
Es importante que los
feligreses sigan apoyando y
contribuyendo para así proveer
el funcionamiento de sus
parroquias y de la diócesis a
través de la colecta semanal entre
otras donaciones. Les pido que
continúen orando para que sus
contribuciones sigan su función
normal a medida que avanzamos
el proceso de reorganización.
Estos son tiempos de
incertidumbre para nuestra Iglesia
local. Sin embargo, debemos
rendir cuenta por las acciones
que sucedieron hace mucho
tiempo por parte de sacerdotes.
Esta violación de una conﬁanza
sagrada ha dejado una cicatriz
muy profunda en la vida de
muchos en nuestra Iglesia local.
Nuestra obligación es llegar a
nuestros hermanos y hermanas
afectados por el abuso sexual por
parte de sacerdotes. Al abordar
estos casos podemos avanzar, sin
olvidar nunca el dolor causado.
Debemos resolver estos casos
de la manera más justa por
las víctimas y sobrevivientes,
mientras continúa la buena
labor de la Iglesia en nuestras
comunidades. Todos asumimos
un rol en esto y juntos, con fe
en Jesucristo, a ﬁn de encontrar
la manera de avanzar en nuestro
camino de esperanza, sanación y
paz.

The Prairie Catholic
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One Lord, one Faith,
one Baptism
by Deacon Mike McKeown
“I, then, a prisoner for the Lord,
urge you to live in a manner worthy
of the call you have received, with
all humility and gentleness, with
patience, bearing with one another
through love, striving to preserve
the unity of the spirit through the
bond of peace …”
Recently, I heard a pastor from
our diocese commenting about the
toxic environment of division and
name-calling, even in the Church.
Many people are no longer willing
to discuss issues or hear opinions
other than their own.
These divisions undermine the
unity that comes from the Holy
Spirit. When we read the Acts of
the Apostles, we see a deeper sense
of unity than we often experience
in the Church today. The unity that
Christ envisioned for us does not
come without sacriﬁce. Sometimes
we may think the early Christians
had it easy, or that they had no
disagreements.
In a recent homily, Pope Francis
reminded us that even among early
Christians “there were jealousies,
power struggles, a certain
deviousness that wanted to proﬁt
from and to buy power.” Those
challenges to Christian unity are
still at work today. In spite of the
polarization all around us, St. Paul
reminds us that our unity is found
in “… one Lord, one faith, one
Baptism; one God and Father of all,
who is over all and through all and
in all” (Eph. 4:5-6).
One Lord
As people spend less time reading
Scripture and studying their
faith, there seems to be a lack of
understanding of who Jesus is.
Instead of acknowledging that
man is made in God’s image and
likeness, we tend to make God in
our image and likeness.
Our Lord too easily becomes the
social worker Jesus, the political
Jesus, or the anti-establishment

Jesus. Jesus cannot be limited to
our human ideologies; rather, all
ideologies must be subject to the
will of our one Lord.
One Faith
Many times, people falsely believe
that the Church’s doctrine is a
source of division. If we could
just set aside the teachings of the
Church, we could all get along
better.
In the same homily mentioned
earlier, Pope Francis addressed this
misconception when he pointed out
that true doctrine is not a source
of division. He said, “Doctrine
unites – ideology divides.” Those
who attach their own personal or
political agenda to the teachings of
the Church present a false Gospel
that inevitably results in division
rather than unity.
One Baptism
In our Baptism, we are incorporated
into the person of Jesus and his
body – the Church. Our true
identity, who we are at the core of
our being, is now a son or daughter
of God our Father. It is in this
common Baptism that we become
family in the truest sense.
As St. Paul tells us, “… through
faith you are all children of God
in Christ Jesus. For all of you
who were baptized into Christ
have clothed yourselves with
Christ. There is neither Jew nor
Greek, there is neither slave nor
free person, there is not male and
female; for you are all one in Christ
Jesus” (Gal. 3:26-28).
Every one of us is called to pray
and work for Christian unity. Jesus
oﬀers the solution to our divisions
through the bond of unity that can
only be found by the profession
of our common Lord, faith, and
Baptism.
Editor’s note: Deacon Mike
McKeown is director of the Oﬃce
of Development and Healing
Ministries for the Diocese of
New Ulm.

IT’S PARISH FESTIVAL TIME!
Visit www.dnu.org
for a listing of parish festivals
throughout the diocese.
Or, send a self-addressed stamped envelope to: Office of
Communications, 1421 6th Street North, New Ulm, MN 56073
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New fun, faith-filled catechetical program part of summer program lineup
by Kevin Losleben
NEW ULM – St. Peter’s
Basilica, the Joyful Mysteries of
the Rosary, hiking through Fort
Ridgley State Park, small group
discussions, daily Mass and
adoration, ultimate Frisbee, and of
course, an encounter with Jesus
Christ. These are just some of
the opportunities for youth this
summer as the diocesan Oﬃce of
Youth and Young Adult Ministry
oﬀers a fresh lineup of exciting
events and programs.
Totus Tuus
New this year is Totus Tuus, a
week-long fun and energetic
catechetical program that will
be launched in six area faith
communities (AFC) throughout
the diocese. Totus Tuus is Latin
for “Totally Yours,” which was
St. John Paul II’s apostolic motto
expressing his reliance on Jesus
and Mary.
On June 2, Bishop John M.
LeVoir commissioned a Totus
Tuus team of four young adults
who will travel throughout the
diocese this summer to lead
this program for youth. The
team consists of two diocesan
seminarians, Joshua Bot and
Tanner Thooft, and two Cathedral

High School graduates, Jessie
Griebel and Ellen Roufs.

22-26 at Schoenstatt on the Lake
in Sleepy Eye.

Geared for grades 1-6, Totus
Tuus will feature a daytime
catechetical program consisting
of daily Mass, classroom
sessions focusing on the Joyful
Mysteries and salvation history,
and fun games that kids love!
Also oﬀered will be an evening
program for grades 7-12 which
will include adoration, small
group discussions, and games.

Camp Greatness is for boys and,
due to its increasing attendance,
will have a separate middle
school and high school camp this
year. The middle school camp,
for grades 6-8, will be held July
27-30 and the high school camp,
for grades 9-12, will be held July
31-Aug. 4. Both camps will be
held at Schoenstatt on the Lake in
Sleepy Eye.

The six area faith communities
that will host Totus Tuus are:
Divine Mercy AFC (in Sleepy
Eye), June 4-10; Good Teacher
AFC (in Minneota), June
11-17; Holy Family AFC (in
Montevideo), June 18-24; St.
Isidore the Farmer AFC (in
Murdock), June 25-July 2; Light
of the World AFC (in Wabasso),
July 9-15; and Holy Cross AFC
(in New Ulm), July 16-22.
If your parish or AFC is
interested in hosting a Totus
Tuus team next year contact the
diocesan Oﬃce of Youth and
Young Adult Ministry at 507-2335327, klosleben@dnu.org.
Pilgrimage to Rome
On June 11-21, Fr. Matthew

Visit www.dnu.org/youth/ to
register. Family discounts and
scholarships are available. Call
507-233-5327, for details.
Wiering, director of the diocesan
Oﬃce of Vocations, will lead 13
high school juniors and seniors
from the diocese on a pilgrimage
to Rome. The pilgrims will
visit sites such as St. Peter’s
Basilica, the tomb of St. Francis
of Assisi, the Colosseum, Siena,
the catacombs, and many other
signiﬁcant Catholic sites in the
Eternal City. Each day, youth
will attend Mass and have time
in adoration to pray in some of
Catholicism’s most well known
churches.
This is the ﬁrst time the diocese

has led a pilgrimage of youth to
Rome. Future plans are to do so
every other year. Visit www.dnu.
org/rome-youth-pilgrimage.
Annual youth camps
In July and August, the diocese
will host Camp Beloved and
Camp Greatness. Formerly called
Young Women’s Discipleship
Camp and Young Men’s
Discipleship Camp, these camps
oﬀer a unique experience of
prayer, games, and fellowship.

Please pray for all of the youth
and young adults involved
in these many great summer
opportunities. If you know
a young person who may
be interested in any of these
activities, please encourage them
to attend and encounter the Lord
in a profound way.
Editor’s note: Kevin Losleben is
the director of the Oﬃce of Youth
and Young Adult Ministry for the
Diocese of New Ulm.

Camp Beloved is for girls in
grades 6-12 and will be held July

NFP: a natural and highly reliable method of family planning
(Continued from page 1)

System is available in Spanish via
Skype.

The Kobers have used the NFP
method for both postponing and
achieving pregnancy with success.
However, they made clear that
they are always aware that no
matter how perfect the charting,
God is the ultimate author of life.
“He can choose to give life or to
withhold it. So there is always
this sense of mystery even amidst
the amazing science and intricate
details behind NFP,” said Katie

Educating couples about NFP is a
component of what the presenters
teach during the diocesan premarriage program and the God’s
Plan for a Joy-Filled Marriage
program.

NFP methods
In the Diocese of New Ulm,
programs are available that teach
two of the major methods of NFP,
the Sympto-Thermal Method
(Couple to Couple League and
NFP International programs) and
the Ovulation Method (Creighton
Model FertilityCare System). Both
methods are a safe, natural, and
highly reliable method of family
planning and require observing
daily signs of a woman’s fertility
and recording this information
on a chart. No drugs, devices, or
surgical procedures are used to
postpone pregnancy.
Both methods are available in
the diocese in English, and the
Creighton Model FertilityCare

Presenters Dan and Joy Wambeke
of Marshall have been working
with engaged couples for eight
years through God’s Plan for
a Joy-Filled Marriage. “A real
highlight is seeing in those
engaged couples when a light
bulb turns on after receiving
information about NFP, and they
begin to respond to the invitation
to pursue it in their upcoming
marriages,” said Dan.
Kevin and Mary Kate Losleben of
Sleepy Eye are ﬁrst-year diocesan
pre-marriage program presenters.
In addition to their presentation on
parenting, they give a presentation
on NFP. “We seek to communicate
how sharing with your children the
beauty and dignity of the human
body, from little on, prepares them
to receive NFP in the future,” said
Kevin.
NFP teachers are central to the
NFP ministry in the diocese. The

commitment and work of the
NFP teachers are instrumental
in helping couples build strong
marriages and families as they
live God’s design for love and
life. According to Sr. Candace,
“They exercise a selﬂess ministry
to provide professional teaching,
as well as mentoring couples in
making NFP a life- and lovegiving aspect of their relationship
as a couple.”
Dan and Brenda Voracek of
Mankato are NFP teachers for
the Couple to Couple League.
They enjoy meeting couples
excited to learn NFP. Most times,
class size is small, which allows
them to more easily get to know
the couple and more eﬀectively
teach NFP. “We give the couples
the tools they need to practice
a holy marriage – at least as far
as intimacy is concerned. I think
showing them the beneﬁts of
NFP and the ease of learning it,
combined with exposing them
to side eﬀects of chemical and
physical contraception, helps
them to be steadfast in their NFP
lifestyle,” said Dan.
Pastoral leadership plays a role
Pastoral leaders in the diocese
are also very important when it
comes to proclaiming the truth the
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Church teaches about NFP.
Fr. Todd Petersen ministers to
couples in the Apostles Peter
and Paul Area Faith Community
(Nicollet and St. Peter). He has
found that couples he has worked
with who practice NFP seem to
have a better relationship with
each other and with God. “There
is not an artiﬁcial wall between the
couple, their sexual expression,
and their individual and marital
relationship with God,” said Fr.
Petersen. “They have to have trust
in the God-given cycle and signs
of fertility, and that trust tends to
extend to true discipleship.”
In the Good Teacher Area Faith
Community (Canby, Ghent,
Minneota, and St. Leo), parish
marriage mentors play a key
role in proclaiming the message
of NFP. Fr. Craig Timmerman,
pastor of the AFC, explains,
“Couples who attend the diocesan
marriage preparation classes and
the introductory class on NFP,
also talk about it with our mentor
couples in the parish. These
classes and conversations make
them reconsider their [negative]
assumptions.”
Fr. Timmerman feels that Catholic
schools and religious education
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programs are also valuable
partners in eﬀorts to give the
gift of NFP. In an eﬀort to fulﬁll
that task, Fr. Timmerman invited
two NFP-only doctors to present
to the Conﬁrmation class on
contraception and NFP. “It was
something new for the students
to hear that even the medical
community does not hear anything
in their training about NFP, and
that they are never told the truth
about the pill or how it works,”
said Fr. Timmerman.
NFP is a gift that the Church longs
to give to each couple for their
married life. In the Diocese of
New Ulm, the giving of that gift
takes place through various parish
and diocesan ministries. NFP
Awareness Week is a great time to
ﬁnd out how NFP can strengthen
your marriage or how to become
involved in passing this gift along
to other couples.
For more information about NFP
ministry in the diocese, contact
Sr. Candace Fier at 507-233-5328,
cﬁer@dnu.org. For a full list of
NFP services in the diocese, visit
https://www.dnu.org/nfp/.

Catholic life

NCCW covention speakers announced
Sign-up now - Early bird registration ends June 30
great opportunity to join Catholic
women from throughout the
United States and hear an
excellent lineup of speakers:
This year’s convention speakers
include:
Mary Rice Hasson is a Fellow
at the Ethics and Public Policy
Center in Washington, D.C. Her
topic will be Catholicism, culture,
women, sexual morality, and
family life.
by Ronda Mathiowetz
NUDCCW President
DALLAS – The National
Council of Catholic Women
(NCCW), founded March 4,
1920, will celebrate its 97th year
of service to God and the Church
at their annual convention Sept.
6-9, 2017, in Dallas. This year’s
theme is “Catholic Women:
Living the Joy of the Gospel.”
The NCCW Convention is a

Stacy Thomlison joined a Holy
Land pilgrimage in 2008 and
fell in love with the Catholic
faith. She will speak about
how her pilgrimage experience
ultimately led the registered nurse
to leave her “dream job” and
boyfriend in New York and enter
the Catholic Church.
Dale Recinella has served
for twenty years as a spiritual
counselor and Catholic lay
chaplain in Florida’s prisons

who ministers cell-to-cell to
the approximately 400 men
on Florida’s death row and the
approximately 2,000 men in
Florida’s long-term solitary
conﬁnement.
Mother Susan Catherine
Kennedy is a former county
judge who founded the order of
the Daughters of Divine Hope in
2010 following the death of her
husband in 2007. The Daughters
of Divine Hope is open to
women over the age of 25, with
a particular openness to widows
and older women.
Registration forms for the
convention are available on the
New Ulm Diocesan Council of
Catholic Women (NUDCCW)
website, www.nccw.org. Early
bird registration ends June 30.
Scholarships are available, as
well as an additional $250 for
travel expenses, through the
NUDCCW Scholarship Fund.

13 Reasons Why and suicide: Why mental
health professionals are concerned
by Tom Keaveny
The recent Netﬂix series, 13
Reasons Why, is a thirteen-part
dramatic series based on the 2007
young-adult novel of the same
name.
The ﬁctitious series follows the
story of Hannah Baker, a troubled
seventeen-year-old who took her
own life. Instead of leaving a
note for survivors, Hannah leaves
thirteen cassette tapes explaining
the thirteen reasons why she took
her life – each of these “reasons”
being a person who either did
something to Hannah or did not
do enough.
Segments illustrate cyberbullying
and the ruination of adolescent
reputations (especially females),
sexual assaults, suicide and
suicide attempts, and many of the
societal challenges adolescents
face. Unfortunately, each segment
does not include appropriate
trailers informing viewers where
to go for immediate help, or how
to process the raw depiction of
these grave adolescent realities.
And, as might be expected, any
form of a spiritual or pastoral
response is conspicuously absent.
As outlined by the American

School Counselor Association:
“Because mental illness is not
a physical disability, but rather
one involving brain chemistry,
it is often a private struggle
that hides in the corners of our
school hallways. Often mental
health struggles come to light
only in public extremes, when
an outburst or tragic event or a
television show forces us to stop
and ask ‘why.’”
For example, suicidal deaths
of celebrities, such as the 2014
death of Robin Williams, can
be followed by a rise in suicide
numbers or copycat attempts.
Communities and parishes in
the Diocese of New Ulm have
experienced “double” adolescent
suicides on at least three
occasions in the past ten years.
Unfortunately, 13 Reasons Why
has dramatized a ﬁctitious novel
and left our youth and our school
staﬀ wondering about what to
do or how to process the diﬃcult
chapters of the dark novel and its
fatal conclusion.
Appropriately, many high
schools in our diocese (and
throughout the nation) are
providing information to parents,
encouraging talking points,

suggesting questions to ask, ﬂags
to fear, etc.
Catholic Charities of the Diocese
of New Ulm oﬀers a variety of
materials that can be accessed
through the diocesan website,
www.dnu.org/catholiccharities/.
All of these materials stress
communication as the key to
process any real (or in this case
contrived) conversation we may
have with adolescents or adults
experiencing diﬃcult societal ills.
These resources reiterate that
there are many more than 13
reasons “why NOT” to attempt
suicide or to perpetuate other
harmful or self-injurious
behaviors.
If you or someone you know
is struggling with depression,
isolation, or suicidal thoughts,
please call toll free 1-866-6705163 or email pkral@dnu.org;
a Catholic Charities counselor
will respond within twenty-four
hours.
Editor’s Note: Tom Keaveny is
director of Catholic Charities of
the Diocese of New Ulm.
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Go deep! Active participation
in the sacred liturgy, part 2
by Fr. Aaron Johanneck

L

ast month we began our
discussion of what it means to
fully, consciously, and actively
participate in the sacred liturgy.
The question we began attempting
to answer is, “How do I enter in?”
We said that this active
participation was the primary aim
of the restoration
of the liturgy
called for by
the Second
Vatican Council.
We noted that
the Council’s
Constitution
on the Sacred
Liturgy, Sacrosanctum Concilium,
talks about participation in terms
of the various roles that can be
fulﬁlled in the liturgy, and that it
mentions participation through
acclamations, antiphons, songs,
gestures, and bodily attitudes (cf.
SC 30).

Pope Benedict then makes
reference to the document of
Vatican II, which states that
when the faithful are present at
the sacred liturgy, the Church
desires that they be there not as
“strangers or silent spectators”
(SC 48). Rather, “through a good
understanding of the rites and
prayers they should take part
in the sacred action conscious
of what they are doing, with
devotion and full
collaboration”
(SC 48; emphasis
mine).

Sursum
Corda
Lift Up Your Hearts

Just “doing
something”
at Mass is not
necessarily real,
active participation. There must
also be an interior dimension.
There must be an understanding
of the nature of the liturgy and of
what it is that we are participating
in, so that we can enter in
appropriately. This is why the
Council Fathers exhorted priests
who have the care of souls to
promote the active participation
of the faithful in the liturgy “both
internally and externally” (SC
19). What is done exteriorly must
foster and manifest a deep, interior
entering into the reality being
celebrated.

Reflections on the Sacred Liturgy

Now we might ask the question,
is this all there is to active
participation? Or is participation
also, and perhaps especially,
something more; something
deeper?
Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI
takes up the question of active
participation in the liturgy in
his Post-Synodal Apostolic
Exhortation, Sacramentum
Caritatis, or “The Sacrament of
Charity.” In writing about what
the Fathers of the Synod on the
Eucharist discussed in the fall of
2005, Pope Benedict aﬃrms that
in the decades since Vatican II
“considerable progress” has been
made towards the full and active
participation of the faithful in the
sacred liturgy (SaCa 52).
However, Benedict also insists
that “we must not overlook the
fact that some misunderstanding
has occasionally arisen concerning
the precise meaning of this
participation.” He continues, “It
should be made clear that the word
‘participation’ does not refer to
mere external activity during the
celebration. In fact, the active
participation called for by the
Council must be understood in
more substantial terms, on the
basis of a greater awareness of the
mystery being celebrated and its
relationship to daily life” (SaCa
52; emphasis mine).
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To conclude this article and to
oﬀer a good indication of what
the interior (and most important
aspect) of active participation
might look like, we cite again the
words of Vatican II’s Sacrosanctum
Concilium. The Council Fathers
instruct that during the celebration
of the sacred liturgy, especially the
Holy Mass, the faithful,
“should be instructed by God’s
word and be nourished at the table
of the Lord’s Body; they should
give thanks to God; by oﬀering
the Immaculate Victim, not only
through the hands of the priest, but
also with him, they should learn
also to oﬀer themselves; through
Christ the Mediator, they should be
drawn day by day into ever more
perfect union with God and with
each other, so that ﬁnally God may
be all in all” (SC 48).
Now we are starting to get to the
heart of full, active, and conscious
participation! More to come!
Editor’s note: Fr. Aaron Johanneck
is director of the Oﬃce of Worship
for the Diocese of New Ulm.

around the diocese

Plenary indulgence available
for Centennial of Our Lady
of Fatima Apparitions
NEW ULM - In celebration
of the 100th anniversary of the
apparitions of Our Lady of Fatima,
Pope Francis has granted a plenary
indulgence.
The plenary indulgence of the
jubilee is granted to the pious
faithful who:
- Visit with devotion an image
of Our Lady of Fatima solemnly
displayed for public veneration in
any church, chapel, or shrine on
the days of the anniversary of the
apparitions: May 13, June 13, July
13, Aug. 13, Sept. 13, and Oct. 13;
- Devotedly participate there in
any celebration or prayer in honor
of the Virgin Mary;
- Pray the Our Father, recite the

Symbol of Faith (Creed) and
invoke Our Lady of Fatima;

Bishop John M. LeVoir
interview on Theology of the

(Continued from page 1)
a snapshot – “And it takes the rest
of your life to elaborate on it,” she
said.

- And, truly penitent and
animated with charity, fulﬁll the
following conditions: sacramental
confession, Eucharistic
communion, and prayer for the
intentions of the Holy Father.

Brian is quick to point out that his
involvement is not self-motivated.
“It is a movement of the Holy
Spirit that is hard to measure or
describe, and Fr. Denny has been
the patron of this spirit gift,” he
said.

An indulgence is: A remission
before God of the temporal
punishment due to sins whose
guilt has already been forgiven,
which the faithful Christian who is
duly disposed gains under certain
prescribed conditions through the
action of the Church which, as the
minister of redemption, dispenses
and applies with authority the
treasury of the satisfactions of
Christ and the saints (CCC,
no. 1471).

The TEC movement began in
Michigan in 1965, taking root in
the Diocese of New Ulm about ten
years later, in 1977, with the
support of Bishop Raymond A.
Lucker. Fr. Labat began as the
diocesan coordinator in 1980
after attending the fourth retreat
held in the diocese. He was later
appointed the TEC spiritual
director by Bishop John C.
Nienstedt in 2002.

Upcoming events
Diocese of New Ulm summer
organ lessons. This is a great
opportunity for pianists wanting
to learn the organ, or for organists
who would like to improve their
technique. Parish musicians
are especially encouraged
to participate. Brochures are
available through your parish
oﬃce. Forms are due June 23,
2017.

Riverbend TEC: Living the Paschal Mystery

Body will be broadcast on Real
Presence Radio (KBPG-FM
89.5) in Montevideo on Tuesday,
June 27, 10:30-11 a.m. Podcast
available Wednesday by noon.
The 150th anniversary
celebration of the Church
of the Japanese Martyrs in
Leavenworth will be held on
Saturday, Aug. 19, from 10 a.m. to
5:30 p.m. Everyone is invited to
attend. For a schedule of the day,
visit www.dnu.org/local-events/.

United States Bankruptcy
Court for the District
of Minnesota In re: Diocese
of New Ulm, Case No. 17-30601

With the help of its many
volunteers and participants, the
TEC program has grown from its
inaugural location at the Church of
St. Mary in Sleepy Eye. Program
encounters are now also held at the
Church of St. Mary in Bird Island,
Church of the Holy Redeemer in
Marshall, Cathedral of the Holy
Trinity in New Ulm, and Church
of the Holy Trinity in Winsted.
There are about sixty TEC
centers in the United States and
four overseas, with TEC being
particularly prevalent in the
Midwest. Participants need to be at
least sixteen years of age, with the
program predominantly designed
to target young adults moving
from the care of their parents into
their own independence.

OLIVIA – A TEC Gala was held on April 28 at Max’s Grill in Olivia
to honor Fr. Dennis Labat’s 36 years of service to TEC and the 40th
anniversary of the TEC program in the Diocese of New Ulm. Awards
were presented to five individuals from the diocese on the basis
of their committed service to the youth and young adults of the
Church; their contributions to TEC ministry on a local or regional
level; and their witness of Paschal Mystery spirituality in their daily
lives. Pictured (left): Tracy Felder received the Spirit of TEC award,
Nichole Felder (second from left) and Samuel Goedtke (not pictured)
received the Light of Christ award, and Pam Loken and Marie Rice
(Photo submitted)
received the Spirit of TEC award.
Although there has never been
an upper age limit, adults have
been encouraged to be a part of
the program. “That’s been a real
blessing as the sharing of common
experiences is of great beneﬁt to
young adults who lack positive
parenting, and who are then able
to connect with positive role
models through the program,”
said Fr. Labat.
Following an encounter weekend,
Fr. Labat often times would hear
feedback from youth that TEC
was one of the best things that
happened to them. In addition, he
has been seeing kids who make
the retreat and then encourage
their parents to attend! “When

Saturday,

PUT THIS
on YOURR!

SEPTEMBER
30 TH

CALENDA

Diocese of New Ulm

Discipleship Day 2017
For those working in Evangelization
and Catechesis or anyone looking to
grow in their Faith

Visit: www.dnu.org/re-events/
The Prairie Catholic



Page 7



June 2017

that’s happening, you know it’s
been a good experience,” said Fr.
Labat.
On June 30, Fr. Labat plans to
retire from his positions as TEC
coordinator and spiritual director,
passing the ﬁgurative torch to
Katie Prokosch of Springﬁeld,
who will be coordinator, and
her husband, Justin, who will be
assistant coordinator.
“We both attended TEC in our
high school years, and have served
on a team for the retreats ﬁftyplus times between the two of
us,” Katie said of her and Justin’s
experiences with TEC. “Personally
it has helped us die to self and
experience God’s unconditional
‘Agape’ love by rising with Christ.
It also gives us a way to connect
with other Catholics in our diocese,
and use the gifts we have been
given by Christ to serve the Church
and others.”
That embrace of the Paschal
Mystery in daily life is an ultimate
goal of TEC, and one that comes
to fruition through cultivation and
care.
“One of the things that is so
important for adults and kids both
is the need to take time to step out
of the crazy, busy schedules we
have,” Fr. Labat said. “It’s worth it
for our spiritual growth, primarily
to grow in our relationship with
our Lord.”
Editor’s note: Fr. Anthony Hesse
will be taking over as Riverbend
TEC spiritual director, Fr. Andrew
Michels will be assistant spiritual
director.

SAINT PAUL (The Catholic
Spirit) – When the Minnesota
legislative session ended in
May, school choice legislation
failed to pass, but the Minnesota
Catholic Conference (MCC)
was pleased with the ‘marriage
friendly’ welfare win. The MCC
is the public policy voice of the
Catholic Church in Minnesota.
The legislative session began
Jan. 3 and ended May 22, but
legislators went into a special
session to ﬁnalize omnibus
spending bills, ﬁnishing the
session’s work May 26. The
ﬁnal budget bills, which Gov.
Mark Dayton signed May 30,
included some funds that support
MCC-backed policies, but not

the school choice tax credits that
MCC made its No. 1 priority for
the session.
The Opportunity Tax Credit
Scholarship bill aimed at helping
families aﬀord nonpublic school
tuition made it to a budget
bill Dayton vetoed mid-May,
but it was omitted in the ﬁnal
compromise bill. The legislation
“was certainly an important
goal of Republican leaders, but
in the end not a must-have,”
MCC executive director Jason
Adkins said. “Senate Republican
leadership preferred to get things
done on time and not ﬁght for it
if it would break a compromise,
and Republican leadership would
have rather had tax credits for

Archbishop Hebda visits New Ulm

To read the full story, visit
http://thecatholicspirit.com/
news/local-news/school-choicelegislation-fails-pass-mcc-seesmarriage-friendly-welfare-winsessions-end/.
Rome (CNA/EWTN News) –
An international congress in
Rome this fall will focus on the
problem of online sexual abuse
of minors and how to better
safeguard children on the internet.
The Oct. 3-6 meeting is hosted
by the Pontiﬁcal Gregorian
University’s Center for Child
Protection (CCP) and will
conclude in an audience with
Pope Francis during which he
will be presented a “Declaration
on Child Dignity in the Digital
World.”
According to a May 31 statement,
there are 3.2 billion internet
users worldwide, children
making up over one quarter of
these – about 800 million users.
These children and adolescents
“are vulnerable to entirely new
forms of harm and abuse such as
trolling, cyberbullying, sextortion,
and grooming for sexual

exploitation.”
The international congress will
focus on the latest scientiﬁc
research and technical
understanding in this ﬁeld,
bringing together more than 140
experts, global experts, leaders in
business and civil society, highlevel politicians, and religious
representatives to discuss the risks
and challenges of the digital age
and its impact on the dignity of
children.
WASHINGTON – The
upcoming Fortnight for
Freedom campaign is sponsored
by the United States Conference
of Catholic Bishops Ad Hoc
Committee for Religious Liberty.
The campaign is an annual
two-week period from June 21
to July 4 intended to spotlight
issues of religious freedom. For
more information, visit http://
www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/

NEW ULM - Archbishop Bernard A. Hebda of the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis,
made a pastoral visit to the Diocese of New Ulm on Tuesday, May 30. This was the archbishop’s
first time in the City of New Ulm. He was treated to lunch, visited the Pastoral Center, walked the
Way of the Cross and Loretto Park, and visited the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity. The day
concluded with Mass and dinner at the convent of the Handmaids of the Heart of Jesus in
New Ulm. Pictured (left), Earl LaPlante points out details in the statuary of the first of 14 stations
during the archbishop’s tour of the Way of the Cross. Also pictured is Paul Hillesheim and
Bishop John M. LeVoir (far right). Both LaPlante and Hillesheim serve on the Way of the Cross
and Loretto Park Committee and are two of the numerous caretakers of the over 100-year-old
shrine.

(Photo by Christine Clancy)
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tobacco companies and the estates
of multi-millionaires. Those
special interests took precedence
over the needs of low- and
middle-income families. … And
that’s just frankly sad.”

religious-liberty/fortnight-forfreedom/.
This year, the campaign has
commissioned Crux magazine
to produce a series of video
interviews with experts and
commentators on various
aspects of religious freedom.
In an interview last month
conducted by John Allen, editor
of Crux, Archbishop William E.
Lori, chairman of the Ad Hoc
Committee for Religious Liberty,
said that while he welcomes the
executive order on religious
freedom issued by President
Trump on May 4 - “the devil is
in the details.”
To read the complete interview,
visit https://cruxnow.com/
church-in-the-usa/2017/05/15/
bishops-point-man-religiousfreedom-gives-mixed-verdicttrump-order/.
Special OPENING MASS
for the PROTECTION OF
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM
June 21 at 7 a.m.
Cathedral of the Holy Trinity
in New Ulm
Bishop John M. LeVoir, celebrant

LEARN MORE!

www.dnu.org/fortnight2017

Text FREEDOM to 377377
to defend your right
to live by your faith.

