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BEARDSLEY – On Sunday, June 25, faithful gathered with Bishop
John M. LeVoir to celebrate the last regularly scheduled weekend
Mass at the Church of St. Mary in Beardsley. In accord with
the Diocesan Plan for Parishes, St. Mary’s is now merged with
Holy Rosary in Graceville and joins the Spirit of Life Area Faith
Community.
(Read more on page 8).
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Delegates find joy, inspiration at Convocation of Catholic Leaders
over the country, it really was an
opportunity to be honest about the
challenges that pertained to my
work with youth ministry and how
best to address them,” Losleben
said.

by Christine Clancy
The Prairie Catholic
ORLANDO, FLA. – It was an
unprecedented moment in history
that took place July 1-4 when a
gathering of nearly 3,500 Catholic
leaders from dioceses across the
country came together to assess
the challenges and opportunities
facing the Church in the United
States. In addition to laypeople
attending, more than 155 bishops
also attended the gathering, sitting
with their delegations for meals
and breakout sessions.
Held in Orlando, Fla., the
“Convocation of Catholic
Leaders: The Joy of the Gospel in
America,” was an initiative of the
Bishops’ Working Group on the
Life and Dignity of the Human
Person. This historic gathering
assembled Catholic leaders for
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“Members of the New Ulm
delegation have continued to meet
and discuss how best to move
forward with what we learned
and experienced in Orlando. I’m
excited to see this bear fruit,”
Losleben said.

Bishop John M. LeVoir and eleven delegates from the Diocese of New Ulm attended a unprecedented
Catholic leaders convocation this past July in Orlando, Fla. Pictured (left, front row) Kevin Losleben,
Deacon Mike McKeown, Gina McKeown, Anisabel Palma, Sr. Candace Fier, ISSM, Kris Anderson.
(Back row, left) Fr. Paul Timmerman, Sr. Anna Mary Swanson, ACJ, Bishop John M. LeVoir, Mother
Mary Clare Roufs, ACJ, Fr. Jeremy Kucera, and Brad Finstad.
(Photo submitted)
a strategic conversation, under
the leadership of the bishops, on
forming missionary disciples to
animate the Church and engage
the culture. It was an immense
undertaking by the bishops to
carry out Pope Francis’ 2013
apostolic exhortation, The Joy
of the Gospel, a document that
calls on all Christians to become
missionary disciples who share
their love for Christ in a positive
way with those around them and
with those on what the pope called
the “peripheries.”
“I cannot say enough about how
fruitful the convocation was,”
said Bishop John M. LeVoir who
led the Diocese of New Ulm’s
11-member delegation. Bishop
LeVoir provided the closing
summary remarks for one of the
convocation breakout sessions
entitled, Pastoral Care for Those
with Same-Sex Attraction or
Who Struggle with Their Sexual
Identity. This session explored
the Church’s pastoral role and
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responsibility to accompany
individuals with same-sex
attraction in living their vocation
in Christ. Bishop LeVoir aﬃrmed
that those who experience samesex attraction or confusion
regarding their sexual identity are
beloved by God and have a place
in the Church. Like all of us, with
the help of the grace of Christ,
they are called to live chaste lives
in accordance with the Catholic
Church’s teaching.
At the opening Mass, Cardinal
Timothy Dolan of New York urged
Catholic leaders to reﬂect joy
and not exclusively focus on the
world’s problems. “A big part of
the reason behind this promising
convocation, folks, is that we, your
pastors, believe with Pope Francis,
that a renewal of joy is essential
for a deepening of Catholic vitality
and conﬁdence today,” said
Cardinal Dolan.
Cardinals and bishops who spoke
at keynote sessions encouraged
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participants that this was their
time, their moment, stressing the
urgency to bring God’s message of
love to a divided world.
For Sr. Candace Fier, director
of the Diocese of New Ulm’s
Oﬃce of Family Life and one
of the diocesan delegates, the
convocation proved to be a
beautiful experience of coming
together as Church. “After seeing
every area of Catholic life and
pastoral engagement come together
to celebrate our call to become and
to form missionary disciples, I am
excited about working with the rest
of the delegation to make this same
spirit come alive in our diocese,”
Sr. Candace said.
Kevin Losleben, director of the
Oﬃce of Youth and Young Adult
Ministry for the Diocese of New
Ulm said he was encouraged by
the conversations at each table
during various breakout sessions.
“Since they allowed us to converse
at our tables with people from all
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The Spirit is alive in the church
in the United States
At the conclusion of the closing
Mass on July 4, Archbishop
Christophe Pierre, apostolic nuncio
to the United States, who attended
all four days of the convocation,
congratulated attendees for the
invigorating discussion. He called
it a “kairos,” or opportune moment,
in the life of the U.S. Church and
said he would tell Pope Francis:
“the Spirit is alive in the Church in
the United States.

Bishop Barron:
How to evangelize
the ‘nones’
On the last day of this
summer’s Convocation of
Catholic Leaders in Orlando,
auxiliary bishop of the
Archdiocese of Los Angeles
addressed the convocation
crowd through a live video
feed. First he shared three
obstacles to evangelization,
including scientism, the
“M’eh” culture, and the
culture of self-invention.
Then he highlighted three
opportunities to evangelize
well, using the true, the good,
and the beautiful.
(Turn to page 7
to read his video address:
Equipping Evangelizers).

Be Not Afraid

Reorganization Update
Shortly after ﬁling for ﬁnancial
reorganization, the diocese
publicized the proof of claim
deadline through advertising in
select newspapers within the
ﬁfteen counties the diocese serves,
as well as in regional Minnesota
newspapers and select national
publications. Parishes within the
diocese also were asked to publish
the proof of claim deadline notice
in their bulletins as well as to post
it at church buildings.

by Bishop John M. LeVoir
Reorganization Update
It has been over six months since
the Diocese of New Ulm began a
ﬁnancial reorganization process
under Chapter 11 of the U.S.
Bankruptcy Code. There have
been many changes in that time, as
we continue working toward our
goal of fairly compensating sexual
abuse victims and survivors, while
continuing the important ministries
of the diocese and the good work
of the Church.
As part of the ﬁnancial
reorganization, a deadline was set
by the court for creditors to ﬁle a
proof of claim against the Diocese
of New Ulm. Before a creditor
can be ﬁnancially compensated, a
proof of claim must be ﬁled with
the court. The deadline of July
10, 2017, to ﬁle such a claim has
passed.
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There are 104 proofs of claim
that have been ﬁled against the
diocese for sexual abuse by
clergy. Financial reorganization
allows the diocese to resolve all
these claims collectively rather
than one at a time. A resolution
to these claims is being overseen
by the federal bankruptcy court in
Minneapolis.
Many Questions, But Few
Answers
Since the ﬁling for ﬁnancial
reorganization on March 3, 2017,
there are many questions being
asked throughout the diocese. Will
property that the diocese owns
need to be sold? In the end, what
will be the total amount necessary
to compensate fairly the victims
and survivors? How long will the
ﬁnancial reorganization process
take?
Because the diocese ﬁled for
ﬁnancial reorganization, these
decisions will be made in
the federal bankruptcy court.

Consequently, until decisions
have been made by the court, the
answers to these questions remain
open.
Throughout the ﬁnancial
reorganization process, updates
will be posted on the diocesan
website, www.dnu.org. Here you
may ﬁnd information to some of
the questions you currently have,
or you can contact the diocesan
Oﬃce of Communications, 507233-5332, for assistance.
Continuing the Good Work of
the Church
As a Church family, we are all
called to be missionary disciples
and to carry out the mandate of
Jesus Christ to “Go into the whole
world and proclaim the Gospel
to every creature” (Mark 16:15).
Missionary discipleship begins
in Baptism, is nourished with the
Holy Eucharist, and manifests
itself in serving our brothers and
sisters through the Corporal and
Spiritual Works of Mercy.

work. Their presence is greatly
missed. Please join me in praying
for these men and women.
As we continue to move forward,
remaining diocesan staﬀ are
providing essential services to the
faithful of the diocese, parishes,
Catholic schools, and beyond.
I am heartened to see how they
have pulled together to meet the
challenges at hand.
Initial steps have been taken
to establish a “team approach”
among the oﬃces at the Pastoral
Center. For example, the Oﬃce
of Evangelization and Catechesis,
which is comprised of the
Oﬃces of Religious Education
and Adult Faith Formation,
Catholic Schools, and Youth and
Young Adult Ministry, will be
supporting each other in various
programming that is essential to
the New Evangelization called for
by Pope Francis.

The diocese’s role in carrying
on the good work of the Church
would be very diﬃcult without
the hard work, dedication, and
sacriﬁces of all of the diocesan
staﬀ.

There has been a change in
names of staﬀ members to
contact for assistance in certain
diocesan oﬃces because of staﬀ
reassignments. For a complete
listing of diocesan oﬃces and
staﬀ, visit the diocesan website,
www.dnu.org.

However, ﬁnancial reorganization
required a reduction in diocesan
staﬀ. Those who are no longer
employed for the diocese were
valuable members of the staﬀ,
each highly dedicated to their

Change in The Prairie Catholic
Publication Schedule
The Prairie Catholic readers
will notice another change as the
diocese works to reduce costs.
Previously published monthly

ten times a year, September-June,
the newspaper will be reduced
to seven issues. This means The
Prairie Catholic will arrive in
homes every six weeks beginning
with this September issue.
With God All Things are
Possible
As the reorganization process
continues through the court, I
hope we are able to resolve the
claims as promptly as possible.
Not only for the good of our local
Church, but most importantly for
the healing of abuse victims and
survivors.
It is so important to continue
praying for those who have been
sexually abused by clergy. I
sincerely apologize for the abuse
that has led to our brothers’ and
sisters’ profound suﬀering.
I ask Jesus Christ to continue to
guide the diocese in healing the
divisions caused by clergy sexual
abuse. I ask Our Lord to bring
the goods of reconciliation and
unity. I also ask for the continued
intercession of the Blessed
Virgin Mary for the victims and
survivors, and for the diocese.
As we seek just ﬁnancial
compensation for these victims
and survivors of childhood sexual
abuse, let us pray for hope,
healing, and peace.
Bishop LeVoir’s September and
October calendar can be found at
www.dnu.org/calendar/.

US bishops create Ad Hoc Committee against racism
by Matt Hadro
Catholic News Agency
WASHINGTON D.C. –
In the wake of the recent
white nationalist rallies in
Charlottesville, the U.S. bishops
have announced that they are
establishing a new Ad Hoc
Committee Against Racism.
“Recent events have exposed the
extent to which the sin of racism
continues to inﬂict our nation,”
said Cardinal Daniel DiNardo of
Galveston-Houston, president of
the U.S. bishops’ conference, on
Wednesday, Aug. 23.
“Marches by hate groups such
as the KKK and Neo-Nazis are
outrageous to the sensible mind
and directly challenge the dignity
of human life. It is time for us to
recommit ourselves to eradicating
racism,” he said in his statement,
“In His Image,” upon the
establishment of the committee.
Bishop George V. Murry, SJ, of
Youngstown, Ohio, will chair the
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new committee, which will focus
on galvanizing the Church and
society to ﬁght the evil of racism
and minister to its victims. It will
also focus on confronting racism
within the Church.
In a press conference on the
new committee, Bishop Murry
described racism as the “original
sin” of the United States, and a
problem that remains “cancerous”
for the country even today.
“In recent years, our divisions
have worsened. Hatred is more
evident, and becoming more
mainstream,” he said. “It has
targeted African-Americans and
other people of color, Jewish
people, immigrants, and others.
Our ability to face our problems
together, with a common aim, has
waned.”
“For those who have been
watching even with passing
interest, it should be plain to see
why we need a concerted eﬀort at
this moment. The times demand
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it. The Gospel demands it,” he
said.

series of eﬀorts to ﬁght racism
and injustice in all their forms.

The new committee will work
together with other committees at
the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops, Bishop Murry said, to
promote the Church’s message of
human dignity against racism at
the local level.

The U.S. bishops’ conference is
already planning a new letter on
racism to be released in 2018.
In 1979, the bishops issued a
pastoral letter on racism titled
“Brothers and Sisters to Us,”
in which they addressed many
themes, but the overall message
then as today was “racism is a
sin.”

The announcement of the new Ad
Hoc Committee Against Racism
is the bishops’ latest step in a

Collection for hurricane victims
Parishes in the Diocese of New Ulm will take a special collection
Sept. 16-17 to help Hurricane Harvey victims. The diocesan Oﬃce
of Social Concerns, together with Catholic Charities of the diocese,
announced the plan Aug. 31 to have a second collection at weekend
Masses, which will go to Catholic Charities USA, the oﬃcial
domestic relief agency of the Church in the United States. Catholic
Charities USA has been working to aid the people of eastern Texas
and Louisiana who were impacted by Hurricane Harvey, which
struck the region in late August. This national second collection
will oﬀer pastoral and recovery help for dioceses aﬀected by the
hurricane.
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Two longtime priests of diocese retire
from full-time ministry

A promise to remain faithful

NEW ULM – Two priests of the
Diocese of New Ulm retired from
full-time ministry this summer.
Fr. David Breu has served
the diocese for over forty-four
years and retired from full-time
ministry on June 28, 2017.
Fr. Breu was ordained to the
priesthood for the Diocese of
New Ulm on May 27, 1973, at
the Church of St. John the Baptist
in Searles by Bishop Alphonse J.
Schladweiler.
Following ordination, he served
at the Church of St. Mary,
Sleepy Eye (with teaching
responsibilities at St. Mary’s
High School); Church of St.
Mary, New Ulm (with teaching
responsibilities at Cathedral
High School); Church of the
Holy Rosary, North Mankato;
Church of St. Mary, Beardsley;
Church of St. Dionysius, Tyler;
Church of St. Genevieve, Lake
Benton; Church of Ss. Peter and
Paul, Ivanhoe; Church of St.
John Cantius, Wilno; Church of
the Holy Rosary, Graceville; and
Church of St. Anthony, Browns
Valley (Diocese of St. Cloud).
Fr. Breu currently assists
part-time in the Spirit of Life
Area Faith Community (St.
Mary, Beardsley; Holy Rosary,
Graceville; St. Michael, Madison;
St. John, Ortonville; and St.
Joseph, Rosen).
Msgr. John Richter has served
the diocese for over ﬁfty-three

Fr. David Breu

Msgr. John Richter

years and retired from full-time
ministry on July 26, 2017.

Searles. He served as rector of
the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity
in New Ulm from 2002 to 2015.

Msgr. Richter was ordained to
the priesthood for the Diocese of
New Ulm on Feb. 22, 1964, at
the Church of St. Mary in Bird
Island by Bishop Alphonse J.
Schladweiler.
Following ordination, he served
at the Cathedral of the Holy
Trinity, New Ulm (with teaching
responsibilities at Cathedral
High School); Church of St.
Anastasia, Hutchinson; Church of
St. Joseph, Montevideo; Church
of St. Michael, Madison; Church
of St. Peter, Canby; Church of
St. Mary, Sleepy Eye (while
also serving as superintendent of
St. Mary’s Catholic School and
chaplain of Divine Providence
Community Home); Church of
St. Anne, Wabasso; Church of St.
Mary, Seaforth; Church of Our
Lady of Victory, Lucan; Church
of St. Mathias, Wanda; and
Church of St. John the Baptist,

On Sept. 14, 2005, he was named
Chaplain to His Holiness with
the title of Monsignor by Pope
Benedict XVI.
On the diocesan level, Msgr.
Richter has served as the director
of the Oﬃce of Vocations. He
has served on several councils
and committees, including the
Evangelization and Catechesis
Committee, Priests’ Council,
Priest Personnel Board, and
Finance Council. In 1998,
Msgr. Richter was awarded the
Diocesan Distinguished Service
Award by Bishop Raymond A.
Lucker.
Since retirement, Msgr. Richter
serves as chaplain at Divine
Providence Community Home in
Sleepy Eye.

United States Air Force chaplain
Fr. Leland Mead dies at age 76

Fr. Leland Mead
MADISON LAKE – Fr. Leland
Mead, a retired priest of the
Diocese of New Ulm and longtime U.S. Air Force chaplain died
on Friday, July 14, 2017, at his

home in Madison Lake. He was
76.

in Springﬁeld, and the Church of
St. Mary in New Ulm.

Fr. Mead was born June 5, 1941,
in St. Peter. He attended Loyola
High School in Mankato and was
a graduate of Nazareth Hall and
The St. Paul Seminary.

He served as a chaplain in the
U.S. Air Force from 1971 until
1992, retiring as a lieutenant
colonel.

Fr. Mead was ordained a priest
for the Diocese of New Ulm on
March 9, 1968, at the Cathedral
of the Holy Trinity in New
Ulm by Bishop Alphonse J.
Schladweiler.
Following ordination, he served
at the Church of St. Aloysius in
Olivia, the Church of St. Raphael
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Mass of Christian Burial was
held Thursday, July 20, 2017,
at the Church of St. Peter in St.
Peter. Interment was held in
Calvary Cemetery in St. Peter.
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New principals hired at two
Catholic schools in diocese

Julie Shelby

NEW ULM – Two new
principals have taken the helm
at two Catholic schools in the
Diocese of New Ulm for the
2017-2018 school year. With
twenty-ﬁve years of teaching
experience between them, they
are more than ready for the
challenges the new school year
will bring.
Julie Shelby is the new principal
at St. Anastasia School in
Hutchinson.
A teacher for over eighteen
years, Shelby holds a bachelor of
science degree in education from
Eastern Illinois University and a
master’s degree in education and
teaching and learning through St.
Mary’s University.

Following his military service,
Fr. Mead retired from full-time
pastoral ministry.



NEW ULM – During a Mass at the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in
New Ulm, on the solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, June 23,
2017, Sr. Mary Joseph professed perpetual (final) vows as a member
of the Handmaids of the Heart of Jesus. Pictured, Sr. Mary Joseph
receives a crucifix from Bishop John M. LeVoir as a reminder of the
love of her bridegroom, Jesus, and her promise to remain faithful to
him, even unto death.
(photo by Jeanine McMahon)

“Developing lifelong leaders
to follow Christ emulates our
mission, and is the hope of our
Catholic school. We need to
encourage these young people
to know, love, and serve God,”
Shelby said.
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Dr. Bonita Jungels

Dr. Bonita Jungels is the
new principal at Holy Trinity
Elementary and Holy Trinity
High School in Winsted.
She holds a bachelor of arts
degree in english and secondary
education from the College
of St. Benedict, a master’s in
curriculum and instruction from
the University of St. Thomas,
and an engineering education
degree in leadership, policy,
and administration from the
University of St. Thomas.
As a teacher in a Catholic school,
Jungels loves sharing her faith
with students and staﬀ to know
that the ultimate goal is to bring
everyone closer to Christ. “I
am intrigued by the unique
opportunity to work with students
in preschool through 12 grade.
… I can’t wait to learn and grow
with the dedicated staﬀ at Holy
Trinity,” Jungels said.

diocesan church

Fr. James Devorak cleared in
police investigation

No Tengas Miedo

Últimas noticias sobre la reorganización
por Obispo John M. LeVoir

reorganización ﬁnanciera?

Han pasado más de seis meses
desde que la Diócesis de
New Ulm inició el proceso
de reorganización ﬁnanciera
bajo el Capítulo 11 del Código
de Bancarrota de los Estados
Unidos. Desde entonces
muchos cambios han sucedido,
a medida que trabajamos hacia
nuestra meta de compensar de
manera justa a las víctimas de
abuso sexual y sobrevivientes,
también continuamos
trabajando con los importantes
ministerios de la diócesis y de
la Iglesia.

Puesto que la diócesis presentó
una solicitud de reorganización
ﬁnanciera, estas decisiones se
harán en la corte federal de
bancarrota. Por consiguiente,
hasta que se tomen las
decisiones en la corte, muchas
de las preguntas quedan todavía
pendientes.

Como parte de la reorganización
ﬁnanciera, la corte estableció un
plazo para que los acreedores
presentaran una prueba de
demanda contra la Diócesis
de New Ulm. Antes que un
acreedor pueda ser compensado
económicamente, una prueba de
la demanda debe ser presentada
ante la corte. El plazo para
presentar una demanda fue el 10
de Julio del 2017.
Poco después de solicitar la
reorganización, la diócesis
publicó el plazo para entregar
alguna demanda en periódicos
selectos en los quince condados
que abarca la diócesis, así
como en periódicos regionales
de Minnesota y publicaciones
nacionales selectas. También
se pidió a las parroquias de la
diócesis que publicarán el aviso
en sus boletines.
Hay 104 evidencias de demanda
que se han presentado en
contra de la diócesis por abuso
sexual por parte del clero.
La reorganización ﬁnanciera
permite que la diócesis resuelva
todas estas demandas de manera
colectiva en vez de uno por
uno. El tribunal de bancarrota
federal en Minneapolis está
supervisando estas demandas.
Muchas Preguntas, pero
Pocas Respuestas
Desde la reorganización
ﬁnanciera del 3 de Marzo, 2017,
hay muchas preguntas que se
hacen en toda la diócesis. Por
ejemplo, ¿se deberá vender
la propiedad que posee la
diócesis? Finalmente, ¿Cuál
será la cantidad total que
se necesita para compensar
equitativamente a las víctimas
y sobrevivientes? ¿Cuánto
tiempo durará el proceso de

Mientras todo este proceso
se lleva acabo con la
reorganización ﬁnanciera, los
mantendremos al pendiente a
través de nuestra página de web
www.dnu.org. Allí encontrará
respuestas a algunas de sus
preguntas o también se puede
comunicar con la Oﬁcina de
Comunicaciones al 507-2335332.
Continuar el Buen Trabajo de
la Iglesia
Como una familia de la Iglesia,
todos somos llamados a ser
discípulos misioneros para
llevar a cabo el mandato de
Jesucristo: “vayan por todo el
mundo y anuncien a todos este
mensaje de salvación” (San
Marcos 16:15). El discipulado
misionero comienza con
el Bautismo, se nutre con
la Sagrada Eucaristía y se
maniﬁesta en servir a nuestros
hermanos y hermanas a través
de las Obras Corporales y
Espirituales de la Misericordia.
Sería muy difícil llevar acabo
el rol de la diócesis que es
llevar acabo el buen trabajo de
la Iglesia sin el arduo trabajo,
dedicación y los sacriﬁcios de
todo el personal diocesano.
Sin embargo, la reducción del
personal diocesano se tuvo que
llevar a cabo. Los que ya no
trabajan en la diócesis, saben
que fueron buenos trabajadores.
Los echamos mucho de menos.
Por favor, oremos por ellos.
En este momento el personal
diocesano restante proporciona
los servicios esenciales a
los feligreses de la diócesis,
parroquias, escuelas entre otros.
Me alegra ver cómo ellos han
unido fuerzas para hacer frente
a estos desafíos existentes.
Se han tomado medidas para
establecer un “enfoque de
equipo” entre las oﬁcinas del
Centro Pastoral. Por ejemplo,
la Oﬁcina de Evangelización y

Catequesis, compuesto por las
Oﬁcinas de Educación Religiosa
y Formación de la Fe de
Adultos, las Escuelas Católicas
y el Ministerio de Jóvenes,
se apoyarán mutuamente en
diversos programas que son
esenciales para la Nueva
Evangelización convocada por
el Papa Francisco.
Debido a las reasignaciones
del personal hay cambios en
los miembros del personal.
Para obtener una lista completa
de las oﬁcinas diocesana y el
personal, visite nuestra página
web al www.dnu.org.
Cambios en el Horario de
la Publicación del Prairie
Catholic
Hasta el año pasado el Prairie
Catholic se publicaba diez veces
al año, de Septiembre hasta
Junio. De ahora en adelante
el periódico se publicará siete
veces al año solamente. Esto
signiﬁca que el Prairie Catholic
llegará a sus hogares cada seis
semanas comenzando con esta
publicación de Septiembre.
Para Dios Todo es Posible
A medida que el proceso de
reorganización continua en
la corte, espero que podamos
resolver estas demandas tan
pronto sea posible. No solo por
el bien de nuestra Iglesia local,
sino también por la sanación de
las víctimas de abuso sexual y
sobrevivientes.
Es muy importante que sigamos
orando por aquellos que han
sido abusados sexualmente
por el clero. Mis más sinceras
disculpas por el abuso que
ha causado un sufrimiento
profundo a nuestros hermanos y
hermanas.

NEW ULM – In early September
2017, the Glencoe Police Department
completed its investigation into the
allegation against Fr. James Devorak
and the county attorney determined
that no charges would be ﬁled. Fr.
Devorak cooperated fully with the
investigation and he has denied any
wrongdoing. The Glencoe Police
Department closed the investigation
because there was no evidence to
substantiate the allegation made
against Fr. Devorak.
In July 2017, the Diocese of New
Ulm received notice of an allegation
of sexual misconduct against Fr.
James Devorak which was alleged
to have occurred when he was
assigned at the Church of St. Pius X
in Glencoe in the 1990s. The diocese
took the allegation seriously and
removed Fr. Devorak from public
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The Diocese of New Ulm is not
aware of any other abuse allegations
against Fr. Devorak.
Fr. Devorak’s ministry status will
be considered by the New Ulm
Diocesan Review Board at its next
meeting.
Bishop John M. LeVoir asks that
all those involved in this case be
remembered in prayer.
The bishop also asks that anyone
with information about inappropriate
conduct by clergy report it to local
law enforcement.

Investigation suspended
against Fr. Samuel Wagner
NEW ULM – In August 2017,
the New Ulm Police Department
suspended their investigation into an
allegation of inappropriate conduct
made against Fr. Samuel Wagner.
The Brown County Attorney’s
Oﬃce has declined to ﬁle charges
at this time, noting in a statement
that there was a lack of evidence
to prove guilt beyond a reasonable
doubt. The Diocese of New Ulm
has cooperated fully during the sixmonth investigation.

ensure the safety of all children and
allow for an impartial investigation
to be undertaken.

The diocese takes any allegations
of clergy misconduct seriously,
regardless of whether they result in
charges. Fr. Wagner was removed
from public ministry in February
2017 and remains on leave. It is
diocesan policy to remove clergy
from public ministry when such
allegations are made in order to

Bishop John M. LeVoir asks that
all those involved in this case be
remembered in prayer.

Le pido a Jesucristo que
continúe guiando a nuestra
diócesis en la sanación de las
divisiones causadas por el abuso
sexual por parte del clero. Pido
la intercesión continua de la
Santísima Virgen María por las
víctimas y sobrevivientes y por
nuestra diócesis.
A medida que buscamos una
indemnización económica para
las víctimas y sobrevivientes de
abuso sexual infantil, oremos
por esperanza, sanación y paz.

The Prairie Catholic

ministry according to its standard
procedure. Police, the Archdiocese
of Saint Paul and Minneapolis, and
aﬀected parishes were promptly
notiﬁed of this allegation.
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The victim’s family has ﬁled a
restraining order against Fr. Wagner.
After the police investigation is
closed and a ﬁnal determination
of charges by the county attorney
is made, the New Ulm Diocesan
Review Board will review Fr.
Wagner’s status.

The bishop also asks that anyone
with information about inappropriate
conduct by clergy report it to local
law enforcement.

parish life

Church of the Japanese Martyrs celebrates 150th anniversary
by Sam Patet
Prairie Catholic Correspondent
LEAVENWORTH, Minn. –
Several hundred people were
in Leavenworth Aug. 19-20 to
celebrate the 150th anniversary
of the Church of the Japanese
Martyrs, the community’s
Catholic parish. The festivities
culminated with Mass on Sunday
afternoon, which was celebrated
by Bishop John M. LeVoir of the
Diocese of New Ulm.
“It is always a joy to celebrate
parish anniversaries,” wrote
Bishop LeVoir in an email
interview. “A 150th anniversary is
a special occasion. It means that
so many have been touched over
the 150 years by Jesus through
the sacraments and through the
preaching and teaching of the
Gospel.”
“An anniversary,” he continued,
“marks the hard work that
parishioners and pastors have
done over the years to sustain
parish life.”
One of the many parishioners
whose hard work helped ensure
the two-day celebration was a
success is Julie Anderson. She
was happy to see so many at the
weekend events.
“It was a wonderful gathering,”
Anderson said. “There were
many parishioners and school
attendees – both current members
and others who had moved
away, along with their children
and extended families – who
came back to reminisce and
celebrate together. It is always
good to have time to share our
faith and family in a positive
setting like this!”
‘More of a family than a job’
The Church of the Japanese
Martyrs dates back to 1867,
when a couple of early settlers
built the parish’s ﬁrst church.
The log structure only housed 25
to 30 people, so a second, larger
building was erected less than a
decade later. This church served
the parish until 1928, when a
third church was built, which is
still in use today.
For its ﬁrst 68 years, the Church
of the Japanese Martyrs was
served by priests who lived in
neighboring towns, including
Sleepy Eye, Springﬁeld, and
Morgan. It wasn’t until 1935
that the parish received its ﬁrst
resident pastor, Fr. Frederick

Plaschko. Since then, many
priests, religious, and laypeople
have served in a variety of
leadership roles.
“I think all of them found it to
be more of a family than a job,”
Anderson said, referencing the
priests, religious, and others who
have served the parish. “Once
they’re here, they’re part of our
family and we keep track [of
them].”
Parish named after Jesuit
martyrs
Sylvan Schumacher is greatgrandson of John Schumacher
(one of the parish’s founding
members) and has attended the
Church of the Japanese Martyrs
his entire life. A question he’s
often asked is why the parish
isn’t named after a German
saint, being as Leavenworth is a
German community.
He said the parish likely received
its name from the ﬁrst priest who
served the area, Fr. Valentine
Sommereisen. A few years before
he started ministering in the
area, 26 Japanese martyrs were
declared saints by Pope Pius IX.
Three of these martyrs were
members of the Society of
Jesus, or the Jesuits – the same
order that Fr. Sommereisen was
a member of. It makes sense,
Schumacher continued, that
Fr. Sommereisen would have
suggested that the new parish be
named after them.
Festivities include an all-school
reunion
The two-day celebration included
a variety of activities, including
historical tours, antique threshing
and plow demonstrations, softball
games for men and women, a
ﬂoat in the Sleepy Eye parade,
a reenactment of the parish’s
history, and lots of delicious food.
One special event was an
all-school reunion on Aug.
19. Former students gathered
for fellowship and a meal,
reminiscing about their time
at the School of the Japanese
Martyrs.
The elementary school was
open from 1953 to 1986 and
was originally staﬀed by the
School Sisters of St. Francis of
Milwaukee, Wis.
Anderson attended the school
in the late 1970s and early
1980s. Her mother, Mary Lou
Mathiowetz, was on the school
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Those attending the Japanese Martyrs, Leavenworth 150th celebration had the opportunity to browse
a collection of parish archive scrapbooks. Pictured enjoying memories are three generations of
Church of the Japanese Martyrs members, (left) Jason and Barb Windschitl, their daughter Sydney,
and Jason’s mother Barb Windschitl. Jason was a student at the now closed Japanese Martyrs
elementary school.
(Photos by Christine Clancy)
board when the parish made the
diﬃcult decision to close it.
Still, despite this and other
challenges the parish has faced,
the Church of the Japanese
Martyrs has pressed forward.
One of the advantages of being
a smaller parish is that it’s a
tight-knit community – a feature
that Anderson, Schumacher, and
Mathiowetz all appreciate.
“I love it because it’s so familyoriented,” Mathiowetz said. She
and her husband, Richard, raised
Anderson and their ﬁve other
children at the parish. “You can
go to church, and you know
almost everybody there.”
“It’s a small, quaint experience
where we are able to embrace
the Eucharist,” Anderson said.
“That’s been very valuable to me
and my children’s experience of
the Eucharist. … We’re hoping
that this atmosphere is able to
cultivate our children’s faith for
their future.”

Bishop John M. LeVoir made a visit to the Leavenworth parish
festival grounds on Sunday, Aug. 20, to join current and past
parishioners for an outdoor family-style lunch, followed by
a parish history reenactment held in the church. Later in the
afternoon, the bishop celebrated Mass with celebration attendees.
Pictured welcoming the bishop is long-time Leavenworth
parishioner, Mary Lou Mathiowetz, an active member of the
150th anniversary committee. Also pictured (background) Jean
Windschitl, Leavenworth parish historian.

Indeed, that’s what Bishop LeVoir
hopes the parish has done for
hundreds of individuals over the
past 150 years.

wrote. “It is a time to pray
together, to recall memories
from the past, to thank God for
his many blessings, and to think
about the future.”

“Parishes are families, and just as
families celebrate anniversaries,
so do parishes,” Bishop LeVoir

Editor’s note: Historical
information about the Church of
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the Japanese Martyrs comes from
“A History of the Church of the
Japanese Martyrs,” written by
Fr. Eugene Schumacher in 1967,
and a six-page history published
in the parish’s 2007 pictorial
directory.

catholic life

Bishop Barron: how to evangelize the 'nones'
by Mary Rezac
CNA/EWTN News
ORLANDO, FLA. – On the
last day of the Convocation
of Catholic Leaders held in
Orlando on July 1-4, Bishop
Robert E. Barron, auxiliary
bishop of the Archdiocese of Los
Angeles, addressed the crowd
of Catholic bishops and leaders
from throughout the nation
through a live video feed. In his
talk, Equipping Evangelizers,
the bishop said that there are
three main challenges and three
main opportunities that Catholic
evangelists face today.

“Scientism is not discoverable
through the scientiﬁc method.
Where did you empirically verify
and test through experimentation
that only scientiﬁc knowledge
is valuable? Scientism is a
philosophical position and
therefore self-refuting,” he said.
But it can be a challenge for
evangelizers, who are speaking to
the world about God.
“When we (as a culture) isolate
ourselves from all references to the
transcendent, we do damage to the
human heart, we do damage to the
human spirit,” he said.

First challenge: Scientism
The culture’s embrace of
“scientism”, or the philosophical
belief that the only valuable
knowledge is scientiﬁc knowledge,
is one of the great challenges that
evangelists face today, Bishop
Barron said.

Second challenge: The culture of
“meh”
There’s a rampant apathy in
today’s society, especially among
young people, who have been
formed not to embrace anything
as objectively true, Bishop Barron
said.

“Let me be clear: the Catholic
Church has nothing against the
sciences, the church stands with
the sciences at their best,” he said.
“What the Church opposes is
scientism, or the reduction of all
knowledge to the scientiﬁc form of
knowledge.”

“If there is no objective truth,
no objective value, what that
produces is a culture of ‘meh’,
or as the kids say, ‘whatever’”
Bishop Barron said.

Actually, scientism as a philosophy
is self-refuting, he noted.

But objective truths and values
form a ﬁrm foundation that sends
us on mission, he said, pointing
to an example used by Blessed St.
John Henry Newman, who said

Bishop Barron said.

“Just show people the beauty
of Catholicism . . . Don’t tell
them what to think and how
to behave, show the beauty of
Catholicism, and that has an
evangelical power.”

The best example of this in the
20th century was Mother Teresa
(St. Teresa of Calcutta), who
evangelized the world by her
radical witness of goodness –
caring for others indiscriminately,
he said.

— Bishop Robert E. Barron
Auxiliary bishop of Archdiocese
of Los Angeles

Throughout the history of the
Church, he said, it was the
“goodness and radicality of the
Christian life that got the attention
of the world,” through great
saints like Benedict, Dominic and
Francis.

a river gets its energy and verve
from its ﬁrm foundation.
“Knock down the banks, and
what’s going to happen? That river
is going to open up into a big, lazy
lake. Placid, with no energy, no
purpose,” Bishop Barron said.
“Our society today is like a
big, lazy lake, all of us ﬂoating
individually, tolerating each other,
not getting in each other’s way, but
without energy, without purpose.”
But evangelization, the declaration
of the good news of Jesus, is the
antithesis of this apathy, he said.
“Once you’ve been grasped by the
power of God ... you know where
to go and you do it with energy.”
Third challenge: The culture of
self-determination
What was once a fringe
philosophical idea known as
voluntarism, which stemmed from
philosophers like Nietzsche and
other recent existentialists, is now
mainstream thought among the
millennial generation in the United
States, Bishop Barron said.
The core belief of this philosophy,
embraced widely by young people,
is that freedom deﬁnes identity, he
noted.
“My freedom comes ﬁrst, and then
I determine essence, who I am, the
meaning of my life. It’s all based
on my freedom – my sexuality, my
gender, purpose of my life is all up
to me,” he explained.

Event is free, but registrtaion is required.
LEARN more and register at MNCatholic.org/Healthcare.Event

But to evangelize is to say that
“your life is not about you, your
life is not up to you,” Bishop
Barron said. “Remember the
ecstatic expression of St. Paul: “It
is no longer I who live, but Christ
who lives in me.” When you’ve
been seized by the power of Jesus
Christ, your little ego-drama
becomes pretty unimportant,” he
said.
The bishop then presented three

The Prairie Catholic
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opportunities for evangelization
based on the three transcendentals:
truth, goodness, and beauty.

“We need to recover what all
these great ﬁgures found – this
splendidly radical form of the
Christian life. When it’s lived
publicly, it evangelizes,” he said.

First opportunity: An intelligent
truth
“I hate dumbed-down
Catholicism,” Bishop Barron
emphatically told the audience.
“What do I mean by that? It puts a
huge stress on the superﬁcial, the
‘banners and balloons Catholicism’
as I call it. We are a smart
religion. When we don’t express
Catholicism in a smart way, people
fall away,” he said.
In particular, the bishop urged
catechists, apologists and
evangelists to equip themselves
with a good grasp on one of the
great arguments for the existence
of God. Young people often don’t
have a robust understanding of
God beyond a vague and irrelevant
deity, he noted.
His favorite argument is based on
contingency – that existence ﬂows
from God, and everything on the
world gets its existence from him,
because nothing created itself.
“The God that I’m talking about
sustains the whole universe
moment to moment the way a
singer sustains a song. Continual
creation – that’s the God the great
Church talks about, that we must
convey to our young people,” he
said.
Second opportunity: The
goodness of radical Christians
When the Christian life is
embraced fully and radically, its
goodness stands out to the world,

Third opportunity: Authentic
beauty
Perhaps the best opportunity from
which to start evangelization
is with the authentic, objective
beauty of the faith, Bishop Barron
said.
And he’s not just talking about
something subjectively satisfying
like, say, deep-dish Chicago pizza,
he said.
“The objectively valuable and
beautiful is not like that, it’s
something so intrinsically good
and beautiful that it seizes us, it
stops us in our tracks – something
called aesthetic arrest,” he said.
It’s an easy place to start
evangelizing because it’s as simple
as “show, don’t tell.”
“Just show people the beauty
of Catholicism – show them
Cathedrals, show them the Sistine
Chapel, show them Mother
Teresa’s sisters at work. Don’t
tell them what to think and how
to behave, show the beauty of
Catholicism, and that has an
evangelical power,” he said.
“Yes, we face obstacles, but the
saints always loved a good ﬁght,
and we should love a good ﬁght,
too, because we go forth with this
great truth, goodness, and beauty
of Jesus.

Catholic Charities Counseling Services
offered in Diocese of New Ulm
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For more information or
to schedule a counseling session,
visit www.dnu.org/catholiccharities/
or call toll-free 866-670-5163.
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youth ministry

A Rome Experience!

Youth from diocese travel on a pilgrimage to the heart of Catholicism
by Kevin Losleben
NEW ULM – Thirteen youth
from across the Diocese of New
Ulm gathered this summer for the
trip of a lifetime: a pilgrimage to
Rome, Siena, Assisi, and Nettuno.
From June 10-21, the young
pilgrims learned simple Italian
phrases, a little bit about Italian
culture, and spent time in prayer
and fellowship together.
“I really wanted the youth to have
an encounter with Christ and
the Church,” said Fr Matthew
Wiering, diocesan director of
the Oﬃce of Vocations and
pilgrimage leader.
“I wanted them to experience
Christ alive in the Holy Father
and especially in the saints,” he
said.
While the diocese has led many
trips to various locations for
World Youth Day, this was the
ﬁrst diocesan trip to Rome.
The ﬁrst day in Rome was a
whirlwind tour visiting churches
and praying before the tombs of
saints such as Ss. Augustine and
Monica, Agnes, and Ignatius.
“The most inspiring part of the
trip was visiting the tombs of
saints,” said Luke Miller, a senior
at St. Mary’s High School in
Sleepy Eye.
“It made my faith even more
real and inspired me to deepen
my own faith,” said Miller about
visiting the tombs of saints who
lived around Jesus’ time.
The following day was all about
St. Peter. In the morning the
pilgrims took a short jaunt across
St. Peter’s Square to St. Peter’s
Basilica to have Mass at the tomb
of St. John Paul II.

kept captive and where St. Peter
converted two prison guards.
Wednesday started with a general
audience with Pope Francis.
Many of the New Ulm pilgrims
were situated very close to the
barricade which formed the route
the Holy Father took through
the crowd. One of the New
Ulm pilgrims was my wife and
pilgrimage chaperone, Mary Kate
Losleben who had in her arms our
daughter, Gianna. When Mary
Kate was invited by Fr. Wiering
to be a chaperone, I told him that
I was sure she would love to go,
but she would have a six-month
old baby with her.
Following a lengthy wait in the
hot sun for the pope’s arrival,
the Holy Father made his
way through the crowd in the
popemobile. To our shock, as
it neared the group, it suddenly
stopped. Then a security guard
whisked Gianna away and held
her up to Pope Francis for a kiss!
“Gianna was kind of the ‘group’s
baby,’ so everyone was pretty
profoundly touched when she was
kissed. Some of the girls in the
group were brought to tears after
it happened,” said Mary Kate.
During the general audience, the
group was encouraged by the
pope’s words in which he spoke
about love as an universal need
and how we are called to show
that love to those around us.
At the conclusion of the audience,
the group boarded a bus to Siena,
a medieval town which was the
home of St. Catherine.

They then toured St. Peter’s and
stopped to pray in the magniﬁcent
church. “St. Peter’s is huge,”
said Miller. “It’s beautiful and
everywhere you look there is art
drawing your attention to God.”

But perhaps the most popular
place visited was Assisi. The
pilgrims were struck by the peace
and serenity of the tiny medieval
town on a hill, and had many
powerful prayer experiences at
places such as the cruciﬁx which
spoke to St. Francis, the convent
of St. Clare, and the Portiuncula,
which is the little church that
St. Francis rebuilt with his own
hands.

That same day a visit was made
to the chains that St. Peter was
imprisoned with and also pilgrims
prayed in the Mamertine Prison
where Ss. Peter and Paul were

The trip was packed with many
other powerful experiences and
the youth were deeply aﬀected by
the pilgrimage. “The pilgrimage
increased my faith and made
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This summer young pilgrims from the Diocese of New Ulm, along with their chaperones, took a
pilgrimage of a lifetime when they traveled to Rome June 10-21. Standing in front of the Duomo
di Siena, or the Siena Cathedral in Siena, Italy are pilgrims: (l-r), Sr. Mary Catherine DeCock, ACJ of
Holy Trinity Cathedral, New Ulm; Gianna and Kevin Losleben of St. Mary, Sleepy Eye; Rachel Meyer
of Holy Redeemer, Marshall; Craig Kesteloot of St. Clotilde, Green Valley; Nick Bot of St. Edward,
Minneota; Cole Bot of St. Mary, Cottonwood; Annie Roufs of Cathedral of the Holy Trinity, New Ulm;
Luke Miller of St. Mary, Sleepy Eye; Sophie Louwagie St. Clotilde, Green Valley; Fr. Matthew Wiering
of St. Mary, Cottonwood; Thalia Deutz of St. Clotilde, Green Valley; Isaac Kesteloot St. Clotilde, Green
Valley; Brynn McKeown of St. Mary, Seaforth; Hannah Friendshuh of Cathedral of the Holy Trinity,
New Ulm; Mary Kate Losleben of St. Mary, Sleepy Eye; Brooke Landreville of St. Mary, New Ulm;
Nicole Howard of St. Mary, New Ulm; Sr. Regina Marie Foley, ACJ of Cathedral of the Holy Trinity,
New Ulm; Allie Rud of St. Clara, Clara City.
(photos submitted)
me want to go deeper into my
relationship with Jesus,” said
Miller after returning from the
trip. “I didn’t realize how much it
actually impacted me until now.”
Kevin Losleben is director of the
Oﬃce of Youth and Young Adult
Ministry for the Diocese of New
Ulm.

Rome 2019!
The next pilgrimage to
Rome will be held in June
2019 and is open to all
those entering or exiting
their senior year of high
school.
For more information
contact the Office of
Youth and Young Adult
Ministry at 507-233-5327
or klosleben@dnu.org.



Page 7

(Above) During a morning papal audience, youngest Rome pilgrim
Gianna Losleben, 6-month old daughter of pilgrimage chaperones
Kevin and Mary Kate Losleben, received a special papal kiss.
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diocesan church

Diocesan parish planning realities unfold as two more parishes merge
St. Mary’s in Beardsley celebrates last scheduled weekend Mass; merges with Graceville parish
by Tom Keaveny
BEARDSLEY – On Sunday, June 25, 170
parishioners, past and present, young and
old, gathered at the Church of St. Mary in
Beardsley with Bishop John M. LeVoir and
the newly installed pastor of the Church of
the Holy Rosary in Graceville, Fr. Brian
Oestreich, and retiring St. Mary’s and Holy
Rosary pastor, Fr. David Breu, as they
celebrated what would be the last regularly
scheduled weekend Mass to be held at St.
Mary’s.
Earlier that morning, Bishop LeVoir
installed Fr. Brian Oestreich as the pastor of
Holy Rosary in Graceville and its expanded
territory now to include St. Mary’s in
Beardsley and the closed parish of St.
Barnabas of Barry.
As the diocesan decree states, the Church of
St. Mary “is now joined to the territory of
the Parish of Holy Rosary in Graceville, the
name of the newly merged parish remaining
Holy Rosary, and the care of all temporal
goods of the former Parish of St. Mary
passing to the care and ownership of the
Parish of Holy Rosary, including the church
building.”
The pastoral planning surrounding these
events began with discussions with Bishop
LeVoir and the priests in Region 6 in 2013.
Bishop LeVoir visited with the St. Mary’s
parishioners in March 2015, and there were
subsequent visits with parishioners and
parish leadership in 2016 and in the spring
of 2017.
Going forward, St. Mary’s
will be maintained as a sacred
space where the Eucharist may
be reserved, the faithful may
pray, Mass may be oﬀered, and
funerals may be held, all at the
discretion of the pastor.

Pictured above are many of the 170 parishioners from the Church of St. Mary in Beardsley who joined Bishop John M. LeVoir
along with their new pastor Fr. Brian Oestreich and their former pastor, now retired Fr. David Breu, for the last regularly
scheduled weekend Mass at St. Mary’s before it merged with the Church of the Holy Rosary in Graceville.
(photos by Megan O’Neill Photography)
Oestreich serves the Church of the Holy
Rosary in Graceville, Church of St.
Michael in Madison, Church of St. John
in Ortonville, and Church of St. Joseph
in Rosen, and oversees St. Mary’s in

traditions and a sincere eﬀort by the
parishioners to embrace our new realities,”
said Fr. Oestreich.
Since the merge, households have registered
and are attending Masses at the
Church of the Holy Rosary in
Graceville, Church of St. Anthony
in Browns Valley, or Church of St.
John in Ortonville.

“The pride of the parish heritage and the

hope of our future radiates through the
people, our ministry, and the common bond
we share in Jesus.” - Fr. Brian Oestreich

The Church of St. Mary is the eighth parish
in the diocese within the counties of Big
Stone, Lac Qui Parle, and Swift to no
longer have a regularly scheduled weekend
Mass. Nowhere in Minnesota is this rapid
decline of rural population and the decline
of Catholic households more clearly
illustrated.
Throughout the years, the parish community
of Graceville has seen many changes.
At one time, the pastoral assignment at
Holy Rosary was simply a single parish
assignment in a community that included a
Catholic hospital and nursing home and a
Catholic grade school. Now, Holy Rosary
is one of the four parishes comprising
the Spirit of Life Area Faith Community,
which Bishop LeVoir oﬃcially established
eﬀective July 1, 2017.
As pastor of the Spirit of Life AFC, Fr.

Beardsley and the closed parish of St.
James in Nassau, whose territory is now
part of St. Joseph in Rosen.
In the past ten years, these parishes have
been a part of three diﬀerent area faith
communities. Fr. Oestreich’s assignment
includes all of the geography of Big
Stone County and more than half of the
geography of Lac Qui Parle County, making
this the largest (30 by 50 miles) area faith
community in the diocese.
Retired New Ulm diocesan priests Fr.
David Breu and Fr. Jack Nordick continue
to live in the Spirit of Life AFC region and
both assist with weekend Masses and other
pastoral needs to help insure the success of
these sensitive and challenging transitions.
“St. Mary’s in Beardsley continues its
spiritual journey with some of its former

The Prairie Catholic



As time goes on and other
demographics and attendance
realities unfold, Fr. Oestreich
is conﬁdent parishioners will
continue to adjust accordingly. “I am most
grateful that Fr. Breu and Fr. Nordick
continue to live here and that they share
their pastoral gifts in our area faith
community. Deacon Art Abel’s daily
presence in Graceville is also a blessing.
Without their presence, we could not
accommodate all of the expectations for
Masses and prayer services the people
here so desperately want to maintain,” Fr.
Oestreich said.
“The pride of the parish heritage and the
hope of our future radiates through the
people, our ministry, and the common bond
we share in Jesus,” stated Fr. Oestreich.
Tom Keaveny is director of the Oﬃce of
Pastoral Planning for the Diocese of New
Ulm.
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The most senior member of the Church
of St. Mary in Beardsley, Margaret Klein,
age 102, is pictured holding the parish’s
newest member, Blake Bruinsma, son
of Brian and Amanda Bruinsma. Eight
parishioners over the age of 90 were in
attendance at the Mass on June 25.

Catholic life

Still going deeper! Active
participation in the sacred
liturgy, part 3

Raise your “grade” by attending annual
Region Fall Gatherings
by Ronda Mathiowetz
NUDCCW President
When I look back at what my
understanding was of the Council
of Catholic Women (CCW) ten
years ago, I would have to say
it is an organization of service.
Each parish has their circles
or work groups that prepare
food and serve it at funerals,
Conﬁrmations, etc. These same
circles are the ones who clean
the church and keep the kitchen
stocked with supplies. I would
call this the “Martha” identity.
Since I ﬁrst became a member of
the New Ulm Diocesan Council
of Catholic Women Board in
2009 as Region 2 president, I
have learned so much about what
CCW is meant to be. I believe
we have forgotten the “Mary”
side of CCW. The desire to learn
more about the one who saved
us – Jesus. It is truly through
the personal desire to love and
follow Christ that we become the
disciples we are called to be.
One deﬁnition of disciple is: a
follower or student of a teacher
or leader. I, for one, was never
a very committed student. I was
perfectly ﬁne with a C grade and
over joyed when a B grade came
along. But it was when I became
a Conﬁrmation teacher that my
thoughts were a bit diﬀerent. I
remember being frustrated one

2017 Region Fall Gathering opportunities
Region 1
Thursday, Sept. 21
Church of St. John, Searles
Presentation: Deb Hadley on
“Grace”
Region 2
Tuesday Sept. 26
Church of St. Catherine,
Redwood Falls

Speaker Mary Kay Stebbins
“God is Big”
Region 3
Monday, Sept. 25
Church of St. Peter, Canby

Speaker: Deb Hadley “Be Kind.
Give More. Stay Humble.”
night when students were not
paying attention or participating
in class. When I asked them
to please pay attention and
participate, I was taken aback by
one of my students who excitedly
stated, “It’s not like we get a
grade for knowing this stuﬀ.”
This made me think – what kind
of grade am I getting? Am I
satisﬁed with being a “C” student
when it comes to being a student
of Jesus?
There are the minimums we are
expected to do to receive a “C”
in life. I have decided to do some

by Fr. Aaron Johanneck

Region 4
Tuesday, Oct. 3
Church of the Sacred Heart,
Murdock
Speaker: Deacon Mike McKeown
“Evangelization”

Editor’s note: Each month
through this column, Fr.
Johanneck will continue to
focus on some aspect of the
Church’s liturgy to aid readers to
deepen their understanding and
appreciation of the liturgy, as well
as their full, conscious, and active
participation.
For previous
columns, visit the
Diocese of New
Ulm website,
www.dnu.org
(Worship oﬃce).

Region 5
Saturday, Sept. 16
Church of St. Aloysius, Olivia
Speaker: Chris Heiderscheidt
“Do Whatever He Tells You”

Sursum
Corda
Lift Up Your Hearts

Region 6
Monday, Sept. 18
Church of Our Lady, Manannah
Speaker: Anne McCarney
“Bearing Witness”

Reflections on the Sacred Liturgy

extracurricular activities to raise
my grade higher. I have joined
a bible study, “Unlocking the
Mystery of the Bible,” which is
held in my area faith community;
and daily morning praying of
the Rosary has become a must
to have a peaceful day full of
blessings. I encourage each of
you to ﬁnd some extracurricular
activities to be a part of.
The Region Fall Gathering
sponsored by your region CCW
Board would be a great start. See
you there!

Service through New Ulm DCCW
by Ann Miesen
NUDCCW Service Commission
For the second consecutive year,
the New Ulm Diocesan Council
of Catholic Women (NUDCCW)
has chosen the Heartland Girls’
Ranch of Benson, Minn., as their
diocesan service project.
Founded in 1992, Heartland Girls’
Ranch (HGR) is a working ranch
and group home for girls ages
12-21. HGR serves an average of
60-70 girls each year, providing
housing, supportive services,
mental health, and therapeutic
equine programming and other
trauma-informed therapies. HGR
has has specialized services for
girls who have been sexually
exploited/traﬃcked.
To date, NUDCCW has
contributed $10,000 in monetary
donations, as well as equine
supplies for horses used in therapy
with the girls and many boxes
of personal supplies. In an eﬀort
to raise awareness of human
traﬃcking, please support this

Bishop John M. LeVoir, seated right, signs the proclamation
declaring Sunday, Oct. 8, 2017, CCW (Council of Catholic Women)
Recognition Sunday in parishes in the Diocese of New Ulm. The
Council of Catholic Women has been a vital force in the Catholic life
of the diocese since its establishment in 1957. Pictured with Bishop
LeVoir is Ronda Mathiowetz, diocesan CCW president; and Msgr.
Eugene Lozinski, diocesan CCW spiritual advisor.
(photo by Chris Heiderscheidt)
year’s NUDCCW service project.
the ranch. For information on how
you can support this important
service project contact your parish
All monetary donations will be
DCCW president.
used to update living quarters at
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Word. Here we listen attentively to
the Word that is proclaimed in the
First and Second Readings, in the
Responsorial Psalm, in the Gospel,
and in the homily given by the
priest, or on occasion, by the
deacon. This is God’s living Word
to us today. We should listen with
open hearts, asking the Holy Spirit
to show us what our loving Father
desires to reveal
to us in our lives
here and now.
What is he asking
of us? How
is he inviting
us to a deeper
relationship?



How do we
enter in? How
do we “go deep”? These are the
questions we continue to ponder as
we strive to understand better what
it means for us to truly, actively,
and consciously participate in the
Sacred Liturgy of the Church.
We have said that true
participation is not a matter of
making sure that everyone “does”
something at Mass; it is not about
“mere external activity”, as Pope
Emeritus Benedict XVI reminds
us. Anything that we do exteriorly
should form and reveal what is
happening interiorly; our exterior
participation should form and
reveal how we are engaged in our
hearts and souls.
In the last article, we ended with
a great quotation from Vatican
II’s Sacrosanctum Concilium that
gives a very helpful description
of what our participation at
Holy Mass should include. The
document states that when Christ’s
faithful take part in the sacred
action of the liturgy they,
“should be instructed by God’s
Word and be nourished at the table
of the Lord’s Body; they should
give thanks to God; by oﬀering
the Immaculate Victim, not only
through the hands of the priest, but
also with him, they should learn
also to oﬀer themselves; through
Christ the Mediator, they should
be drawn day by day into ever
more perfect union with God and
with each other, so that ﬁnally
God may be all in all” (SC 48).
There is a lot to this statement.
First, the Council Fathers tell
us that at Mass we should be
“instructed by God’s Word.” This
happens especially during the ﬁrst
half of the Mass, the Liturgy of the
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We are to be “nourished at table of
the Lord’s Body.” That is, we are
to be open and disposed in such a
way as to allow our reception of
Christ’s Sacred Body and Blood
in Holy Communion truly to form
and to strengthen us. We also need
to be aware of what an intimate
moment this is when we receive
the Lord Jesus into our Bodies.
He is so close to us. He shares
himself with us so completely.
When we receive Holy
Communion, we should adore God
who dwells in the Sacred Host,
give him thanks for this great gift,
and share ourselves with him. This
is an especially appropriate time to
“pour out our hearts before him”
as the psalms entreat us (cf. Ps. 62,
for example).
Next, we are told that we should
“give thanks to God.” Indeed,
we know that in Greek the word,
Eucharist, means “thanksgiving.”
This serves as a reminder that
we participate in the Mass not
only for the great gifts that we
receive, but to praise, worship,
adore, and thank God for who he
is and for all he has given us. As
we proclaim almost every Sunday
in the Gloria, “we praise you, we
bless you, we adore you, we give
you thanks for your great glory!”
We have already run out of space
for this month! In the next article,
we will continue to unpack this
beautiful statement from Vatican
II. Until then!
Editor’s note: Fr. Aaron
Johanneck is director of the Oﬃce
of Worship for the Diocese of New
Ulm.

social concerns

Pope to launch global awareness campaign U.S. bishops decry Trump
Share the Journey to support and welcome migrants
administration's decision
On Sept. 27, the Holy Father
will be joined by bishops around
to end DACA
the world in launching a global
campaign to support our brothers
and sisters who have ﬂed their
homes seeking a decent and safe
life for their families.
The Share the Journey campaign
is being sponsored by Caritas
Internationalis and is being led
in the United States by several
United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops (USCCB)
committees, including the
Committee on Migration, boards
of directors of Catholic Relief
Services (CRS), and Catholic
Charities USA.
According to Deacon Tim Dolan,
plans are proceeding here in the
Diocese of New Ulm to take
an active part of the Share the
Journey campaign. Deacon Dolan
is the diocesan director of the
Oﬃce of Social Concerns. “The
Diocese of New Ulm is now home
to many migrant and refugee
families, and we plan to do our
part to see that they feel welcome.
It is our hope to enhance that
welcoming spirit throughout the
diocese.”
Following is a synopsis of Pope
Francis’ awareness campaign
What is Share the Journey
campaign?
Share the Journey is a public
awareness campaign which will
begin on Sept. 27, 2017, and run
until Sept. 2019. At the heart of
the campaign is the vision of a
united global human family. The
focus is on the joint journey of
people on the move and their
transition into host communities.
The campaign will promote
opportunities and space for
migrants and communities to
come together and share stories
and experiences with the aim of
strengthening the bonds between
migrants and communities.
Who is running the campaign?
Caritas Internationalis, a global
confederation of 165 national
development agencies, will run
the campaign. Caritas is the
charitable arm of the Catholic
Church. The confederation works
at diocesan, national, regional,
and international levels on issues
such as poverty, migration,
climate change, hunger, health,
and emergencies.
The Holy Father has made
numerous appeals to promote the
culture of encounter in an eﬀort to
combat the culture of indiﬀerence
in the world today. He encourages

WASHINGTON – On
Tuesday, Sept. 5, 2017, the
Trump administration formally
announced the orderly phase out
of the program known as DACA
(Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals), a program that
beneﬁted hundreds of thousands
of undocumented immigrants
who entered the U.S. as minors.

The Holy Father has made numerous appeals to promote
the culture of encounter in an effort to combat the culture of
indifference in the world today. He encourages seeing through the
eyes of others rather than turning a blind eye.
(photo by Daniel Ibanez/Catholic News Agency)
seeing through the eyes of others
rather than turning a blind eye.
“Not just to see but to look. Not
just to hear but to listen. Not just
to meet and pass by, but to stop.
And don’t just say ‘what a shame,
poor people,’ but allow ourselves
to be moved by pity,” said Pope
Francis.
What is the overall goal of the
campaign?
It is the hope that the Share the
Journey campaign will contribute
to the building of stronger
communities and more inclusive
societies. The hope is to increase
the space and opportunities for
migrants and communities to
come together and learn about
each other.
Why should I join the
campaign?
If you are passionate about
migration and interested in what
is happening in our world, then
this is a campaign where you can
make a diﬀerence at all levels.
This is an opportunity to share
something of yourself and oﬀer
it up in friendship in exchange
for friendship and a journey of
discovery.
How can I make a diﬀerence?
You can pray. You can organize
an event in your community. You
can advocate to your government
on migration. You can share
resource materials on social
media and show support for the
campaign. You can donate to
migration projects by contacting
the diocesan Oﬃce of Social
Concerns, www.dnu.org.
What resources are oﬀered to
campaign supporters?
A Share the Journey campaign
action guide will help you
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mobilize your community, your
school, or your parish. Resources
are available at http://journey.
caritas.org/. Here you can also
follow the international eﬀort of
the campaign.
For periodic updates on the
Diocese of New Ulm’s active
role in the Share the Journey
campaign, visit the Oﬃce of
Social Concerns at www.dnu.org
or call 507-233-5326.

The Department of Homeland
Security will stop processing any
new applications for the program
as of Sept. 5, and rescinded the
Obama administration policy.
“The cancellation of the DACA
program is reprehensible,”
leading U.S. bishops said
in a joint statement released
the same day as the Trump
administration’s announcement.
Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo of
Galveston-Houston, president
of the United States Conference
of Catholic Bishops; as well as
Archbishop Jose H. Gomez of
Los Angeles, vice president;
Bishop Joe S. Vasquez of Austin,
Committee on Migration chair;
and Bishop Joseph J. Tyson

of Yakima, Subcommittee on
Pastoral Care of Migrants,
Refugees, and Travelers chair, all
contributed to the statement.
Young immigrants eligible
for DACA have worked in the
United States, served in the
U.S. military, and attended
U.S. educational institutions,
the bishops said, yet now “after
months of anxiety and fear about
their futures, these brave young
people face deportation.”
Over 780,000 youth received
protection from the DACA
program since its inception by
the Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) in 2012.
DACA provided no legal
status or government beneﬁts
but did provide recipients
with temporary employment
authorization to work in the
United States and reprieve from
deportation.
To read the full text of the
bishops’ joint statement, visit
www.usccb.org/news/index.cfm.

ACTION ALERT
Ask senators and representatives for
changes to protect young people from unnecessary deportations
The Dream (Development,
Relief, and Education for Alien
Minors) Act of 2017, S.1615,
was recently introduced in
the U.S. Senate. It also was
introduced in the House of
Representatives as H.R.3440.
The legislation is intended to
protect immigrant youth who
entered the United States as
children and know America as
their only home.

individuals the Dream Act
would protect are contributors
to our economy, veterans of
our military, and leaders in our
parishes and communities.
The bill would oﬀer qualifying
immigrant youth “conditional
permanent resident status” and
a path to full, lawful, permanent
residency and eventual
citizenship.

Dream Act vs. DACA
The Dream Act is potential
legislation that must be passed
by Congress and signed by
the president into law whereas
DACA (Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals) is an
Executive Order signed by
President Obama in June 2012.

As Catholics, we have long
supported Dreamers as we
believe in protecting the
dignity of every human
being, especially that of our
children. The legislation helps
prioritize border enforcement
resources toward those who
actually present a danger to our
communities.

Many of the estimated 780,000

Minnesota senators Klobuchar
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and Franken have yet to
co-sponsor this legislation.
Similarly Minnesota
representatives Peterson and
Walz have yet to co-sponsor
this legislation in the House
of Representatives. Call them
at the numbers below and ask
them to co-sponsor and support
the Dream Act of 2017.
Senator Amy Klobuchar –
(612) 727-5220
Senator Al Franken –
(651) 221-1016
Representative Tim Walz –
(202) 225-2472
Representative Collin
Peterson – (202) 225-2165

around the diocese

Upcoming events
The Church will celebrate
Catechetical Sunday on Sept.
17. With the recent Convocation
of Catholic Leaders held in
Orlando, Fla., in July (see related
article on page 1 of this issue), the
2017 theme is most appropriate:
Living as Missionary Disciples.
Catechetical Sunday serves as an
opportunity to reﬂect on the role
that each person plays, by virtue
of Baptism, in handing on the faith
and being a witness to the Gospel.
Adult faith formation resources
and a family commitment prayer
card may be found on the USCCB
website, www.usccb.org.

school teachers in the diocese
will be held on Monday, Oct.
9, from 8:45 a.m. to 2:45 p.m.
at the Church of St. Catherine
in Redwood Falls. Bishop
John M. LeVoir will preside at
Mass at 8:45 a.m. The theme
is Encountering the Person of
Jesus. Speakers will be Michael
Gutzwiller from Sophia Institute
for Teachers and Fr. Matthew
Wiering of the Diocese of New
Ulm. A ﬂyer and schedule of the
day are available at www.dnu.
org (Oﬃce of Catholic Schools),
or contact diocesan Oﬃce of
Catholic Schools, (507) 233-5325.

First Choice Pregnancy Services
will hold their annual Hero for
Life Banquet on Tuesday, Sept.
19, at 5:30 p.m. at the New Ulm
Event Center. Featured speaker
will be abortion survivor Gianna
Jessen. Tickets are $30. Visit
www.consideryouroptions.org or
call 507-359-9800.

Public Square Rosary Rally
will be held on Saturday, Oct. 14,
at noon in front of the Catholic
Pastoral Center, 1421 6th Street N,
New Ulm. For more information,
contact Paul Hillesheim at 507359-4375, or visit www.ANF.org.

Mankato area kickoﬀ for 40
Days for Life (Sept. 27 – Nov.
5) will be held Sunday, Sept.
24, from 2:30 to 5 p.m. at Ray
Erlandson Park, 101 N Belmont
Drive, Mankato. Keynote
speaker will be Dan Miller,
pro-life activist and author.
For more information visit
www.40daysforlife.com/Mankato.
Respect Life Sunday will be
celebrated in parishes Oct. 1.
Diocese of New Ulm Children’s
Holy Field Trip with Bishop John
M. LeVoir will be on Wednesday,
Oct. 4, at 10:30 a.m. at the
Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in
New Ulm. Visit www.dnu.org
(Upcoming Events).
Diocese of New Ulm Faith
Formation Day for all Catholic
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Diocese of Winona Annual
Women’s Conference – Blessed
and Beautiful is Saturday, Oct.
28, at the Church of St. John the
Baptist in Mankato. Featured
speaker will be Danielle Bean who
helps struggling mothers to know
their dignity and worth so they
can ﬁnd peace, balance, and joy in
family living. Register by Oct. 13
at dow.org/WomensConference.
html, cwithrow@dow.org, or 507858-1271. Cost is $20, includes
lunch.
Diocese of New Ulm Fall Sacred
Music Workshop will be held
Saturday, Nov. 11, from 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m. at the Church of St.
Aloysius in Olivia. Bishop John
M. LeVoir will preside at Mass at
11:15 a.m. The workshop is open
to all parish musicians, liturgists,
clergy, and anyone else who is
interested. Visit www.dnu.org or
call 507-233-5356.

Saturday, Sept. 30

St. Catherine’s, Redwood Falls
8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Diocese of New Ulm

Discipleship Day 2017
Catechism as a Ladder of Ascent
Speaker: Dr. Sean Innerst
Co-founder and full professor at Augustine Institute,
Denver and Theology Cycle Director for St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary, Denver.

Visit: www.dnu.org/re-events/
for more information and to register.
The Prairie Catholic

VBS takes children on imaginative
pilgrimage to learn Catholic faith
by Debra Skelley Blaschko
Prairie Catholic Correspondent
LAKE BENTON - A Lake
Benton woman has created a
Vacation Bible School (VBS)
curriculum that takes children on
an imaginative pilgrimage to learn
the Catholic faith.
Alecia Rolling, who has an MA
degree in Classics with Emphasis
in Latin, along with a BA degree
in Foreign Languages and
Literature, is excited to be piloting
her new program at the Church of
St. Genevieve in Lake Benton, a
part of Christ the King Area Faith
Community, also including the
Churches of St. Peter and Paul in
Ivanhoe, St. Dionysius in Tyler,
and St. John Cantius in Wilno.
CREDO Summer Faith Camps
include a new journey for students
each summer. Journey 1, called
The Four Marks of the Church,
immerses students “in the mystical
reality of the Church and her
sacraments by engaging them
in an imaginative pilgrimage,”
according to the program synopsis.
Campers “travel” through
Jerusalem, Constantinople,
America, and Rome.
This summer’s camp, Journey 3,
took place in July. When asked
about their experience, some of
the children said they learned
about Jesus, but mostly they
talked about the craft projects they
enjoyed and the fun they were
having. Their songs had actions
to help them remember such
things as the Corporal Works of
Mercy, including “give food to the
hungry.”
Daily themes of each camp are
tied to a speciﬁc Scripture verse
with a coordinating reading from
the Catechism of the Catholic
Church.

One of the most popular parts of the Journey 3 Vacation Bible
School is craft time where an art project reinforces the day’s
lesson. Helping children trace their hands is volunteer Pam Nibbe
of Lake Benton. Also pictured are students: (l-r) Jack Skordahl,
Nikolaus Rolling, Justin Nunez, Braden Nibbe, and Lilian Meyer.
(photo by Debra Skelley Blaschko)
from Elkton were asked what they
learned at VBS, Justin said he
learned what Jesus did in his life.
Camila said she learned that “Jesus
died for us; he sacriﬁced for us.”
Abigail Meyer, a VBS volunteer
and mother of some of the
children attending, said she is very
impressed with the kids and what
they learn. “We see a big change in
the kids,” Meyer said. She helps
the children make prayer cards
or journals, depending on their
age. Meyer said she appreciates
that this program is saturated in
Catholicity.
The camps include a lesson, a
craft, and prayer in the sanctuary.
When children arrive, they each
put on a simple white robe which
provides them with an experience
of what it might be like to wear a
habit like some religious orders,
Rolling said. In addition, they try
to help children “ﬁnd Christ in the
quiet” during an atmosphere of
silence in the church.
The suggested menu for lunch
on Friday during camp includes
ﬁsh, providing an opportunity
to share the Catholic tradition of
abstaining from meat on Fridays
as a reminder of Christ’s great
sacriﬁce.

Journey 1 has received the nihil
obstat and imprimatur from
the Most Reverend John M.
LeVoir, bishop of New Ulm. That
approval means there is nothing
in the curriculum that is contrary
to Catholic faith and morals,
according to the ﬁndings of those
the bishop appoints to review the
writings. Rolling will submit each
new edition of her curriculum for
review as she completes it.

The older children go on a mini
pilgrimage during VBS, and in
Lake Benton that pilgrimage takes
them up a big hill - with tall grass,
wildﬂowers, and some thistles.
The path leads to a huge cross that
overlooks the city and its lake.

Joining in the CREDO VBS at
St. Genevieve is the neighboring
parish of Our Lady of Good
Counsel in Elkton, S.Dak., which
is twelve miles away. When
siblings Justin and Camila Nunez

Fr. Ronald Huberty is in his eighth
year as pastor of Christ the King
AFC. “It’s good to see kids get
another experience at church:
songs, prayers … in addition to
Mass,” said Fr. Huberty. “It (VBS)
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gives young kids an interactive
experience with church.”
There are two VBS programs in
the Lake Benton area, the CREDO
Summer Faith Camps along with
an ecumenical VBS in the northern
part of the community which is
a joint eﬀort with the Winds of
the Prairie Lutheran Churches,
according to Kari Nilles, director
of Religious Education at Christ
the King AFC.
“Both options are spirit-ﬁlled
and help our students to grow
in their faith,” she said. While
the ecumenical VBS focuses on
bible stories, praise songs, crafts,
and service activities; CREDO
has traditional music including
Latin songs, bible and saint
stories, crafts, adoration, and
reconciliation.
“Having both options helps our
AFC to meet each family where
they are at and to support them in
passing on the faith to the youth of
our parishes,” said Nilles.
Alecia Rolling and her husband,
Ken, have seven children and
homeschool. Both were pursuing
advanced degrees, planning to
teach at the college level some
day, but changed course and
moved back to “the rural corner of
the world” where Ken grew up, he
explained.
Their desire to help people
rediscover the Catholic faith
has led them to create Rolling
Acres School (RAS), which is
an online virtual Catholic liberal
arts academy for K through 12th
grade. For more information
about CREDO Summer Faith
Camps curriculum visit www.
credosummerfaithcamp.com.

This month, on Sept. 23, the
beatiﬁcation of Fr. Rother will
take place in Oklahoma City,.
This is a tremendous blessing
for Oklahoma and for the United
States. Fr. Rother is the ﬁrst
U.S.-born priest to receive this
recognition and it will be only
the second beatiﬁcation ever
held in the United States.
Fr. Rother served as an American
missionary in Santiago Atitlán,

Guatemala, and was murdered
for his faith in 1981 during the
country’s long-running civil
war. The Diocese of New Ulm’s
mission in San Lucas Tolimán,
Guatemala, was not far from
Santiago Atitlán.
Msgr. Greg Schaﬀer, who led
the New Ulm mission until his
death in 2012, and Fr. John
Goggin, who still serves in San
Lucas, knew Fr. Rother and
were involved in the events
following his death. In the
January 2017 issue of The
Prairie Catholic (www.dnu.org/
communications/), Fr. Goggin is
interviewed about Fr. Rother’s
life and death.

The beatiﬁcation will be
co-hosted by Fr. Christopher
Brashears from the Diocese of
Oklahoma, where Fr. Rother was
born, and Fr. Charles Connor,
STL, Ph.D. Fr. Connor not only
teaches at Mount St. Mary’s,
the seminary which Fr. Rother
attended, but also hosts EWTN’s
upcoming documentary, “Fr.
Stanley Rother – American
Martyr.” To understand why Fr.
Rother is being beatiﬁed, tune in
to this important documentary,
which premieres on EWTN at 1
p.m. ET, Monday, Sept. 18, and
encores at 8 p.m. ET, Friday,
Sept. 22, the night before his
beatiﬁcation.
Kolkata, India – Marking the
ﬁrst anniversary of St. Teresa
of Calcutta’s canonization
on Sept. 4, the Archdiocese of
Calcutta celebrated a Mass this
month to declare the saint a copatroness of the local Church.
The Holy Mass was held Sept.
6 at the Cathedral of the Most
Holy Rosary where Archbishop
Thomas D’Souza of Calcutta

declared her co-patroness of
the archdiocese. St. Teresa of
Calcutta will be patron of the
archdiocese alongside St. Francis
Xavier.
“We wanted to make Mother
our co-patroness. We seek her
intercession and give her the
prominence that is due especially
in a city like a Kolkata and the
Archdiocese of Calcutta,” said
Archbishop D’Souza.
The archdiocese still retains its
old name, Calcutta, even though
the city’s oﬃcial name was
changed by the state government
to Kolkata in 2001.

LAKE BENTON – Alecia Rolling of Lake Benton has developed a Vacation Bible School curriculum
for young children. Called CREDO Summer Faith Camps, Rolling piloted her new program this
past summer at the Church of St. Genevieve in Lake Benton which is part of Christ the King Area
Faith Community including the parishes of St. Peter and Paul in Ivanhoe, St. Dionysius in Tyler, and St.
John Cantius in Wilno. Rollings (left), teaches songs with actions to help camp goers remember such
things as the Corporal Works of Mercy. Pictured back row, (l-r) are students Jack Skordahl, Andrew
Landsman, and Justin Nunez. Front row, (l-r) Grace and Emma Skordahl.
Read more on page 11.

New vacation bible school curriculum
piloted at Christ the King AFC

(Photo by Debra Skelley Blaschko)
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OKLAHOMA CITY – On
Dec. 2, 2016, Pope Francis
recognized the martyrdom of Fr.
Stanley Rother, a priest of the
Archdiocese of Oklahoma.

EWTN Global Catholic Network
will broadcast the “Beatiﬁcation
of Servant of God, Fr. Stanley
Rother” live from the Cox
Convention Center in Oklahoma
City at 11 a.m. ET, Saturday,
Sept. 23, with an encore at
midnight.

St. Teresa of Calcutta, a native
of what is now Macedonia, spent
most of her life in India and in
Kolkata in particular. She joined
the Sisters of Loreto at the age
of 18, and soon moved to India
to begin her novitiate. Eventually she became headmistress
of a school located in eastern
Kolkata, but she longed to help
those people severely aﬀected by
poverty.
She founded the Missionaries
of Charity in 1950. St. Teresa of
Calcutta died in 1997. The order
she founded now has more than
5,000 members.

40 Days
for Life

Sept. 27 —
Nov. 5, 2017

A pro-life campaign that seeks to end abortion through the use of
prayer, fasting, constant peaceful vigil in the public right-of-way
outside abortion clinics, and community outreach. Support this
ministry with your presence at their peaceful vigils or by joining
in daily prayer using the devotional found on the Diocese of New
Ulm’s website, www.dnu.org/40-days-for-life.
Opening Rally, Sept. 30, 2017
Planned Parenthood
451 E St Germain St, St Cloud, Minn.
Judy Haag, (320) 453-7592 or Mary Jo Ruhland (320) 453-3695
https://40daysforlife.com/local-campaigns/st-cloud/

