Celebrating 50 years
of education in San Lucas
In May, the mission in San Lucas Toliman, Guatemala celebrated
the 50th anniversary of Colegio Monseñor Gregorio Schaffer,
the mission elementary school. Founded by Msgr. Greg Schaffer
and a group of School Sisters of Notre Dame, it was the first
school in the San Lucas area that made education a viable
option for the local Maya children.
(Read more about the school’s anniversary on page 8)
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Humanae Vitae articulates the Church’s teaching about human
sexuality, conjugal love, and responsible parenthood
by Sr. Candace Fier
On July 25, 1968, Pope Paul
VI shocked the world when
he defied the assumption of
many that he would change
the Church’s teaching on
contraception. Instead, his
encyclical re-affirmed the
Church’s traditional teaching
regarding family planning and
responsible parenthood. “[T]here
is an unbreakable connection
between the unitive meaning
and the procreative meaning
[of the marital act] and both
are inherent in the marital act.
This connection was established
by God and human beings are
not permitted to break it. . .”
(Humanae Vitae, 12)
The Church will celebrate the
50th anniversary of the papal
encyclical, Humanae Vitae (Of
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contraception on the Church and
society: lowered moral standards
in society would result in an
increase in marital infidelity; loss
of respect for women reducing
them to a mere instrument for the
satisfaction of another’s desires;
governments claiming the right
to impose contraceptive methods/
technologies on everyone, and
that human beings would claim
unlimited dominion over their
own bodies.

Human Life) on July 25, 2018.
This papal document focuses on
God’s plan for married love and
the transmission of human life.
“Dissent” quickly became a
buzzword associated with the
encyclical’s teachings and the very
public nature of this dissent made
this a historical moment for the
Church. At the same time, Pope
Paul VI’s invitation for assent
by “all men and women of good
will” contained in the encyclical
awakened in many not only
support, but a search for the truth
that stood behind the Church’s
teaching.
The encyclical
Humanae Vitae prohibits artificial
contraception, sterilization, and
abortion as means of regulating
procreation. It emphasizes that
married love involves the total selfgift of the spouses. In marriage, the
husband and wife are called to give
themselves unconditionally to one
another in a love that is free, total,
faithful, exclusive, and fruitful.
Pope Paul VI’s encyclical
demonstrates the unbreakable
connection of the unitive and
procreative aspects of love. “[T]he
marital act, which unites husband
and wife with the closest bond, also
makes them capable of bringing
forth new life . . . And if both
essential meanings are preserved
that of union and procreation,
the marital act fully maintains
its capacity for [fostering] true
mutual love and its ordination to
the highest mission of parenthood,
to which human beings are called.”
(Humanae Vitae 12)

This year marks the 50th anniversary of Pope Paul VI’s
important encyclical Humanae Vitae (Of Human Life). Written
in 1968, the document provides beautiful and clear teaching
about God’s plan for married love and the transmission of life.
and contradicts both the natural
law – the law written into the
nature of man and woman – and
the eternal law of God. Artificial
contraception and sterilization
lead to acts that by their nature
call forth new life, but yet deny
God the possibility to create it.
To be faithful to the Church’s
teaching, each marital act must
be open to God bestowing the
gift of new life.

The Church, in her love and
concern for each person,
recognizes the need for couples
to perfect each other and their
Therefore, any act that has the
marriage by following God’s plan
potential to impair the capacity to
for their family. The prayerful
transmit human life violates love in decision of when to add another
its unitive and procreative meaning child to the family is central to
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this responsible parenthood
before God. This is accomplished
by knowing the fertility and
infertility of the woman’s cycle
through Natural Family Planning
(NFP) and then using that
knowledge to achieve or avoid or
space a pregnancy. There is a key
distinction between this approach
and artificial contraception. With
NFP the couple uses their natural
capacity for infertility to avoid
or space children, while artificial
contraception impedes the natural
process of conception.
A prophetic encyclical
As controversial as it was,
Humanae Vitae was also
prophetic. Pope Paul VI
accurately foresaw the effects of
l
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Yes, couples today face
difficult decisions if they wish
to live according to God’s
plan for marriage and family
and counteract the effects of
contraception in society. In his
Jan. 29, 2018 address to the
Roman Rota, Pope Francis calls
on couples to follow God’s plan.
“The conscience assumes a
decisive role in the demanding
choices that couples must face to
welcome and build the conjugal
union and hence the family
according to God’s plan. . . that
conjugal union open to the gift of
children is great joy for God, for
the Church, for humanity.”
Let us ask the Holy Spirit to
enlighten our consciences, to
understand the things we struggle
to comprehend, and make us
fully loving human beings that
faithfully follow his plan for our
lives.
Editor’s Note: Sr. Candace Fier,
ISSM, is director of the Office of
Family Life for the Diocese of
New Ulm.

(Humanae Vitae 50th Anniversary
SPECIAL REPORT
pages 6-7.)

Be Not Afraid

Commentary on the fiscal year 2017 financial summary for the Diocese of New Ulm
bring healing to victims and
survivors, as well as to all
Catholics throughout the diocese.
I continue to pray for a fair and
prompt resolution of the claims
made against the diocese and
the hope, healing, and peace that
resolution will bring, and I ask
you to also keep this intention in
your prayers.

by Bishop John M. LeVoir
Thanks to the generosity of local
Catholics, ministry throughout
the Diocese of New Ulm
continues with a renewed focus
on our mission, despite the
challenges of the past year.
As you likely know, the diocese
is undergoing a financial
reorganization in order to
compensate fairly past victims
and survivors of childhood sexual
abuse by clergy, while being able
to sustain the good work of the
Church now and into the future.
This diocese’s financial
reorganization case under
Chapter 11 of the Bankruptcy
Code was filed in March 2017
in federal court in Minneapolis.
Since then, we have remained in
respectful and open dialogue with
attorneys representing victims
and survivors, as well as current
and former diocesan insurance
carriers.
The goal of these negotiations
is to develop a plan of
reorganization to which all
parties can agree, so we can
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Financial transparency
In keeping with the diocese’s
longstanding tradition of
publishing a summary of the
diocesan financial statements
in The Prairie Catholic and
as part of our commitment to
transparency, we are again sharing
a snapshot of diocesan finances
with you.
On the following page, you will
see a summary of the financial
statements for the fiscal year
that ended on June 30, 2017.
All financial information in this
summary pertains to the Diocese
of New Ulm. The summary
does not include information
for parishes, Catholic schools
or other Catholic entities within
the geographic area served by
the diocese because those are
all separately incorporated from
the diocese. Dollar amounts are
rounded to the nearest dollar. This
year’s financials were not audited
by a certified public accountant
because we are involved in the
reorganization process this year.
Finally, as has been the case in the
past, donations to the Diocesan
Ministries Appeal (DMA) are
restricted solely for the ministries
designated in DMA print
materials and at https://www.dnu.
org/dma/.
Year over year, from FY16
to FY17, our total net assets
declined just over $36,000. The
diocese managed to reduce the
total operational expenses in
FY17 compared to FY16 by more
than $250,000, not including
special issues expenses related
to sexual abuse claims and
the reorganization filing. Our
efforts to reduce our operational
expenses were dramatic and in
some cases quite painful as they
were made through staff layoffs
and employee hour and benefit
reductions. Another cost-saving
measure affected the printing of
The Prairie Catholic. Previously,
ten issues of the newspaper were
published during the year. Now
there are seven issues printed and
distributed annually.
Special issues expenses increased
from $987,618 in FY16 to
$1,033,744 in FY17. Special
issues expenses are outside
professional fees such as legal and

financial counsel that the diocese
has paid during our work to
resolve fairly sexual abuse claims
dating back to the founding of the
diocese. We continue to negotiate
in order to reach a prompt
resolution to keep the fees paid as
low as possible and thus retain as
much as possible of the diocesan
and insurance assets to arrive at a
fair resolution for those abused as
minors by clergy.

Targeting reduced resources to
diocesan priorities
Among our operating expenses,
allocation of our reduced
resources is aligned with our
priorities as a diocese. Those
diocesan priorities are the New
Evangelization, pastoral planning,
unity among clergy and, of
course, fair resolution of the
reorganization process.
The diocese continued to dedicate
a significant amount of resources,
$687,541, to evangelization and
catechesis in FY17. The work
of the New Evangelization is
focused on efforts to reach out
to Catholics who are no longer
practicing their faith or who
are on the sidelines, welcoming
them back to the faith with
open arms. A key part of the
New Evangelization is offering
adult faith formation and other
catechetical opportunities.
While most evangelization and
catechesis ministries are carried
out at the parish level, support
in the form of expert assistance,
materials development and longrange planning is carried out at
the diocesan level in order to be
as efficient as possible.

Here are just two examples
of how we are growing
and strengthening the New
Evangelization in our part of
Minnesota. First, the diocese’s
Bishop Lucker Lecture this year
featured Dr. Mary Healy who
spoke on the role of healing in
evangelization. In response to
this presentation, we will be
hosting our first diocesan prayer
service for healing on June 22 at
the Church of the Sacred Heart
in Murdock. This will be open to
people of all faiths and include
prayer for physical, emotional,
and spiritual healing. Parishioners
of the St. Isidore the Farmer Area
Faith Community will be going
door to door in the area to invite
people to attend as a way to bring
healing and evangelization to
their area. We hope to offer these
prayer services for healing in
other parts of the diocese as well.
Second, we will be hosting St.
Paul Street Evangelization for
our Discipleship Day this fall. St.
Paul Street Evangelization is a
non-profit Catholic organization
that is dedicated to preaching
the Gospel by taking our
Catholic faith to the streets and
other public places through
joyful witness. This will be
an opportunity for training in
evangelization for parish leaders
and other local Catholics who
wish to attend.
We have also intensified our
vocations outreach work over
the past several years and this
is bearing fruit. In 2017 there
was a significant increase in
resources dedicated to helping

young men and women discern
their calling in life and forming
young men for the priesthood. In
fact, the investment in the Office
of Vocations increased from
$195,636 in FY16 to $362,585
in FY17. The primary reason for
this increase is because three men
in formation for the Diocese of
New Ulm advanced from college
seminary to major seminary. Due
to the intensive study at the major
seminary level as men move
closer to the priesthood, it costs
the diocese $25,000 more per
year for each seminarian at Saint
Paul Seminary than it did when
they were in college seminary.
Another three men will advance
from college seminary to Saint
Paul Seminary next year, so
resources dedicated to vocations
will continue to increase. If all
six of those men persevere, the
diocese will ordain six men to the
priesthood in the next four years.
That will be a great blessing for
local Catholics!
Your generosity makes a
big difference
Of course, none of the work of
the diocese would be possible
without your continued generosity
to the Diocesan Ministries
Appeal, contributions to your
local parishes and donations to
the diocese. Thank you for your
thoughtful stewardship. With your
ongoing support, we will continue
to live out our mission: We the
clergy and laity of the Diocese
of New Ulm are called to be the
loving face of Jesus Christ in our
fifteen counties of south and west
central Minnesota and beyond.

Bishop live on air with RPR!

NEW ULM – On Friday, May 11, Real Presence Radio (RPR) made a stop at the pastoral center in New
Ulm for a live on-air visit with Bishop John M. LeVoir (pictured right) about what he saw as the value of
Catholic radio. Entirely listener supported, RPR was holding its annual Spring Live Drive Week and was
broadcasting from dioceses in Minnesota, across the Dakotas, Wisconsin, Wyoming, and Iowa. Guests
included bishops, priests, and laity. Since April 2017, there has been a RPR station (KBPG 89.5 FM)
located in Montevideo. It is the only Catholic radio station in the Diocese of New Ulm. For podcasts
of past interviews on various topics that Bishop LeVoir has done, visit https://yourcatholicradiostation.
com/real-presence-live-podcasts.
(Photo by Brandon Clark/RPR)
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Diocese of New Ulm

Statement of Activities
(July 1, 2016 - June 30, 2017)

Revenues

Temporarily
Restricted

Unrestricted

Diocesan United Fund
*Diocesan Ministries Appeal

$

(* applied to designated ministries only)

Funds applied
Contributions and bequests
Contributed services
Grants
Interest and dividend income
Net gains (losses) on investments
Program income
Rent income
Gain on sale of land held for resale/sold
Other income

$

0
266,147
57,126
0
155,770
195,453
169,644
45,216
82,941
11,175
$

Total Revenues (see pie chart below)

1,545,599
0

Permanently
Restricted

2017
$

756,027

$

1,198,375

2016

$

1,542,698
792,616

367,264
266,147
57,126
75,084
155,770
195,453
169,644
45,216
82,941
11,175

0
152,389
57,126
237,610
153,848
(242,929)
168,098
45,216
6,495
22,430

$

3,727,446

$ 2,935,597

$

$

$

1,092,097
687,541
135,842
626,797
583,781
3,126,058

$

1,157,878
835,973
153,024
644,223
593,855
3,384,953

$

601,388

$

(449,446)

$ (1,033,744)

$

(987,618)

367,264
0
0
75,084
0
0
0
0
0
0

2,529,071

1,545,599
756,027

Totals

Expenses
Administration
Evangelization and Catechesis
Worship and Spiritual Life
Social Ministries
Personnel
Total Expenses (see pie chart below)
Net Income (Loss) before Other Items
Special Issues Expense
Net Income (Loss)
Change in Net Assets Year Over Year
Net Assets at Beginning of Year
Net Assets at End of Year

2016-2017 Revenues $3.7 Million
Grants and Other Income
31%

$

(432,356)

$ (1,437,064)

$

(36,150)
19,653,512

$ (1,452,103)
21,105,615

$ 19,617,362

$ 19,653,512

2016-2017 Expenses $3.1 Million
Personnel
19%

Diocesan United Fund
42%

Administration
35%

Social
Ministries
20%
Contributions
and Bequests
7%

Worship
4%

Diocesan Ministries Appeal
20%
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Evangelization and Catechesis
22%

diocesan church

Fr. Irrgang remembered for
ministry to farmworkers

No Tengas Miedo

Resumen sobre las Finanzas
en la Diócesis de New Ulm - Año Fiscal 2017
por Obispo John M. LeVoir
Gracias a la generosidad de todos
los católicos en nuestra área, el
ministerio en la Diócesis de New
Ulm continua con un enfoque
renovado en nuestra misión, a pesar
de los desafíos del año pasado.
Como saben la diócesis se
encuentra en una reorganización
financiera para compensar a las
víctimas y sobrevivientes de abuso
sexual infantil por parte del clero,
de igual manera mantener el buen
trabajo de la Iglesia hoy día y para
el futuro.
El 3 de Marzo del 2017 la diócesis
solicitó a una reorganización
financiera al capítulo 11 del código
de bancarrota en una corte federal
en Minneapolis. Desde entonces,
se ha mantenido un diálogo
abierto y cordial con los abogados
que representan a las víctimas
y sobrevivientes, como de las
empresas aseguradoras diocesanas
tanto actuales como las antiguas.
El objetivo de estas negociaciones
es desarrollar un plan de
reorganización para que todas las
partes se pongan de acuerdo, y de
esa manera brindar una sanación
a las víctimas y sobrevivientes,
así como para todos los católicos
de la diócesis. Sigo orando para
que haya una resolución justa y
rápida a todas las demandas hechas
en contra de la diócesis ya que
dicha resolución traerá esperanza,
sanación y paz.
La Transparencia Financiera
Otra vez, quisiera seguir con la
tradición de compartir un resumen
sobre las finanzas en la Diócesis
de New Ulm y publicar el resumen
en el Prairie Catholic y como parte
de nuestro compromiso con la
transparencia financiera.
En la siguiente página, verá un
resumen de los estados de cuentas
que finalizó el 30 de junio,
año fiscal 2017. Este resumen
corresponde a la Diócesis de New
Ulm solamente. El resumen no
incluye información sobre las
parroquias, escuelas católicas ni
otras entidades católicas dentro
del área geográfica ya que todos
ellos están incorporados por
separado de la diócesis. Este año,
las finanzas no fueron auditadas por
un contador público ya que estamos
bajo el proceso de reorganización.
Finalmente, como años anteriores,
las donaciones a la campaña
para los Ministerios Diocesanos
(DMA) están restringidas para

los ministerios designados en el
volante (ver https://www.dnu.org/
dma/).
Los gastos especiales aumentaron
de $987,618 (año fiscal 2016)
a $1,033,744 (año fiscal 2017).
Los gastos especiales se excluyen
de los honorarios profesionales,
tales como asesoría legal y
consultoría de finanzas que la
diócesis ha pagado para resolver
las demandas de abuso sexual que
se remonta años atrás desde la
fundación de la diócesis.
Objetivo de los recursos
limitados a las prioridades de la
diócesis
Las prioridades a nivel diocesano
son la Nueva Evangelización, la
planificación pastoral, la unidad
entre el clero y una solución
equitativa en el proceso de la
reorganización.
La diócesis continuó utilizando
una cantidad significativa de los
recursos de $687,54 (año fiscal
2017) para la evangelización y la
catequesis. El trabajo de la Nueva
Evangelización ha centrado
sus esfuerzos para llegar a los
católicos que ya no practican
su fe o a los que no son activos
en la Iglesia, y con los brazos
abiertos darle la bienvenida de
nuevo a la fe. La parte esencial
de la Nueva Evangelización es
ofrecer formación de la fe y otras
oportunidades de catequesis.
Mientras que la mayoría de los
ministerios de evangelización
y catequesis se llevan a cabo a
nivel parroquial, con el fin de ser
lo más eficiente posible a nivel
diocesano ya que hay asistencia
por parte de expertos, en la
elaboración de materiales y la
planificación a largo plazo.
A continuación, le daré dos
ejemplos de cómo estamos
creciendo y nos estamos
fortalecemos en la Nueva
Evangelización. En primer
lugar, este año el Obispo Lucker
Lecture presentó a la Doctora
Mary Healy quien habló sobre
la función de la sanación en la
Evangelización. En respuesta
a esta presentación, vamos a
organizar nuestro primer servicio
de sanación diocesano que se
llevará a cabo el 22 de Junio en
la Iglesia del Sagrado Corazón en
Murdock.
En segundo lugar, este otoño,
para el Día del Discipulado,
estaremos presentando la

Evangelización de St. Paul
Street. La Evangelización de St.
Paul Street es una organización
católica sin fines de lucro
dedicada a predicar el Evangelio
llevando nuestra fe católica a las
calles entre otros lugares públicos
a través de un testimonio gozoso.
Esta será una oportunidad para
entrenar a los líderes de la
parroquia a la Evangelización y
demás católicos que quisieran
asistir.
En los últimos años hemos
intensificado nuestro trabajo
en la oficina de vocaciones y
esto está dando sus frutos. En
el 2017 hubo un incremento
significativo en los recursos que
ayudan a los jóvenes adultos
a discernir su vocación en su
vida y a la formación de jóvenes
para el sacerdocio. En efecto,
la inversión en la Oficina de
Vocaciones aumentó de $195,636
(año fiscal 2016) a $362,585 (año
fiscal 2017). La principal razón
de este aumento se debe a que
tres jóvenes en formación pasaron
del Seminario universitario al
Seminario mayor de Teología.
Debido al estudio más intenso a
nivel del seminario de Teología y
a medida que se vayan a acercado
al sacerdocio, la diócesis paga
$25,000 más por cada seminarista
en el Seminario mayor de
Teología que cuando estaban
en el Seminario universitario.
Este otoño, primero Dios, tres
jóvenes más irán al Seminario
de St. Paul, por consiguiente,
los recursos dedicados a las
vocaciones seguirán aumentando.
Si dichos candidatos perseveran,
la diócesis estaría ordenando a
seis candidatos al sacerdocio en
los próximos cuatro años. ¡sería
una gran bendición para todos los
católicos en nuestra diócesis!
Su generosidad hace una gran
Diferencia
De hecho, que todo este trabajo
no sería posible sin su continua
generosidad de las contribuciones
a sus parroquias y las donaciones
a la diócesis por ende a la
Campaña para los Ministerios
Diocesanos. Muchas gracias por
toda su consideración. Con su
apoyo continuo, continuaremos
viviendo nuestra misión:
Nosotros, el clero y los laicos
de la Diócesis de New Ulm
somos llamados a ser el rostro
misericordioso de Jesucristo en
nuestros quince condados y más.
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Springfield and Redwood Falls,
chaplain at Loretto Hospital and
Home for the Aged in New Ulm,
and as a principal of the Precious
Blood Elementary School in
Redwood Falls.

Fr. Kenneth Irrgang
Fr. Kenneth (Ken) Irrgang died
at his home on Monday, May 7,
2018, at the age of 89.
The Mass of Christian Burial
was held on Saturday, May 12
at the Church of St. Paul in
Nicollet with burial in the church
cemetery. Presiding were Bishop
John M. LeVoir and 15 priests in
a church filled with family and
friends.
Fr. Irrgang was born on Dec. 24,
1928, in Bernadotte Township in
Nicollet County. He graduated
from Nicollet High School in
Nicollet in 1947 and joined the
U.S. Navy in 1948. During his
four years of service he was a
neuropsychiatric technician at
the U.S. Naval Hospitals in both
Philadelphia, Pa., and in Oakland,
Calif.
In 1955, he received a Bachelor
of Science degree in English
and music from Mankato
State College, Mankato. He
then worked for seven years
as a teacher in high schools in
Trimont, Mable, Kimball, and
Gaylord. In 1960, he received
a master’s degree in English at
Mankato State College.
In 1962, he completed studies
of Latin, Greek, and Hebrew at
St. Benet’s Monastery in Benet
Lake, Wis., before attending
Saint John’s University and
Seminary in Collegeville, Minn.,
where he received a bachelor’s
degree in philosophy in 1967.
He completed his studies for the
priesthood in 1968.
Fr. Irrgang was ordained a priest
for the Diocese of New Ulm
on June 1, 1968, by Bishop
Alphonse J. Schladweiler at the
Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in
New Ulm.
Following ordination, he served
the parish communities of
l
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In 1969, he received a
master’s degree in educational
administration from the Catholic
University of America in
Washington, D.C. The following
year he was assigned to Holy
Trinity in Winsted and was
principal of the high school. From
1971-72, he served the parish
communities of Tyler and Lake
Benton and from 1972-1977 as
campus minister at the College
of Saint Benedict in St. Joseph,
Minn.
In 1977, Fr. Irrgang accepted
a position as chaplain with
the National Farm Worker
Association (NFWA) and under
its auspices became a member
of the United Farm Workers
of America (UFW) in La Paz,
Keene, Calif.
For 12 years, he worked closely
with Cesar Chavez, an American
labor leader and civil rights
activist, who along with Dolores
Huerta co-founded the NFWA
in 1962 as a way to ensure
consumer safety and social justice
for migrant farmworkers and help
improve their working conditions
and wages.
Fr. Irrgang worked at the
UFW headquarters at La Paz
celebrating Sunday Masses
and presiding over countless
baptisms, weddings, funerals,
marches, union conventions,
and other special occasions
in addition to working in the
personnel office at La Paz and at
union boycott offices in Boston
and New York. He also wrote
for both the English and Spanish
publication of “Food and Justice.”
After returning to the New
Ulm diocese in 1989, he served
in the parish communities of
Cottonwood, Green Valley,
Willmar, Montevideo, Arlington,
and Henderson.
On June 15, 1994, Fr. Irrgang
retired from active ministry and
moved to St. Cloud where he
taught English to immigrants and
reading for the blind.
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Bishop LeVoir ordains six men to the permanent diaconate
by Christine Clancy
The Prairie Catholic
NEW ULM – They come from
different parts of the diocese.
Their vocations are all different:
a farmer, an electrician, a
plant operator, a consultant, a
manager, and a physical therapist.
However, they all have one thing
in common: they are all dedicated
to sharing the Gospel and serving
the faithful.
On Saturday, April 21, family,
friends, and well-wishers
gathered at the Church of St.
Mary in Sleepy Eye to witness
Bishop John M. LeVoir ordain six
men of the diocese as permanent
deacons.
After five years of formation,
this group of men was the second
class of deacons to be ordained
for the Diocese of New Ulm. The
first class of 12 was ordained in
2013.
Many who attended the 2-hour
liturgy would agree that it was
moving and spirit-filled.
During his homily, Bishop
LeVoir told the candidates to go
out and be evangelists: “Spread
the Gospel with joy.”
“Our society, our culture,
not only in this country, but
throughout the world needs Jesus
Christ very badly,” said Bishop
LeVoir.
“If we don’t evangelize, if we
don’t let others know about our
love for Jesus Christ, then there
will be so many who miss out on
the joy and happiness that Jesus
brings into their lives,” he said.
Bishop LeVoir reminded the six
men how important it was to be
servants in three areas: Word,
Altar, and Charity:
Word: Preach, live, and be
Jesus Christ for others,
Altar: Assist at Mass with
reverence, devotion, and
conviction that Jesus is truly
present in the Eucharist and that
the Eucharist will be the strength
and spiritual energy needed to not
be afraid of letting others know
about Jesus Christ, and
Charity: Reach out to those who
are wounded and need healing in
some way. Be especially mindful
to the poor – not only those who
are poor with regard to material
wellbeing, but also those who are
poor in their knowledge and love
of Jesus Christ.

A call to service
The bishop’s call for self-giving
service took shape symbolically
when the candidates declared
their intention to become
deacons. As the men prostrated
themselves on each side of the
altar, the congregation recited the
Litany of the Saints, calling out
to the communion of saints for
their strength and support and to
ask that the saints intercede to
God on the candidates’ behalf.
Soon after, the candidates knelt
before the bishop to promise
obedience, and were ordained to
the diaconate as Bishop LeVoir
laid hands upon them and said
the prayer of ordination.
The newly ordained deacons
were then vested in a diaconal
stole (a symbol of service)
and a dalmatic, which together
manifest the liturgical ministry of
a deacon.
Then, once again kneeling
before the bishop, the Book of
the Gospels was placed in each
deacon’s hand as the bishop
recited, “Receive the Gospel of
Christ, whose herald you now
are. Believe what you read, teach
what you believe, and practice
what you teach.”
Proclaiming the Word is just one
of the many important duties of
a deacon. They will also assist
priests during Mass, baptize,
witness marriages, preside at
funerals and wakes, lead prayer
services and benediction, and
visit the sick and dying.

The six newly ordained deacons gathered with Bishop John M. LeVoir following the ordination
ceremony on April 21 in Sleepy Eye. Pictured (l-r) Deacon Barry Reindl of Springfield, Deacon
Anthony Grack of Mankato, Deacon Mike McKeown (ordained 2013), Deacon Kenneth Noyes of
Marshall, Bishop LeVoir, Deacon Mark Kober (formation director), Deacon Travis Welsh of Ghent,
Deacon Bruce Bot of Minneota, and Deacon Ryan Pope of Redwood Falls.
(Photo by Rick Apitz, Shayds of Color)
Deacon Mark Kober, director of
the diaconate formation program
for the Diocese of New Ulm
expressed how it was a pleasure
working with the men, their
wives, and children over the
last six years, from interview to
ordination. “Truly the Holy Spirit
has blessed us with workers for
the vineyard,” Deacon Kober
said. “This new group will bring
new graces to the Diocese of
New Ulm.”
Following the ordination
ceremony a public reception
was held at the Sleepy Eye
Community Center.
As part of the ordination liturgy, Bishop John M. LeVoir prays the
prayer of ordination while laying hands on Deacon Travis Welsh.
Also pictured is Fr. Aaron Johanneck, left, and seminarian Joshua
Bot.
(Photo by Christine Clancy)

Bishop LeVoir announces new deacon assignments
Bruce Bot - Church of St. Edward, Minneota and to assist in the
Good Teacher Area Faith Community
Anthony Grack - Church of St. Peter, St. Peter and to assist in the
Apostles Peter and Paul Area Faith Community
Ken Noyes - Church of the Holy Redeemer, Marshall and to assist
in the Bread of Life Area Faith
Ryan Pope - Church of St. Catherine, Redwood Falls and to assist
in the Light of the World Area Faith Community
Barry Reindl - Church of St. Raphael, Springfield and to assist in
the Vine & Branches Area Faith Community
Travis Welsch - Church of St. Eloi, Ghent and to assist in the Good
Teacher Area Faith Community and Church of the Holy Redeemer,
Marshall
Editor’s note: Visit the Diocese of New Ulm web site www.dnu.org
for profiles of the new deacons along with photos and a video of
the ordination.
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Following the prayer of consecration, newly ordained deacon
Bruce Bot (right), is vested with the stole and dalmatic by Fr. Craig
Timmerman.
(Photo by Christine Clancy)
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special report

Marriage and accepting gifts from God

50th anniversary of Humanae Vitae reminds us to trust
by Claudia Broman
Prairie Catholic correspondent

II) advised Pope Paul VI that
allowing contraception would be a
huge mistake.

When a man and woman unite
in physical intimacy they must
realize that life could result, says
Dr. Deborah Savage, a clinical
faculty member in philosophy
and pastoral ministry at the St.
Paul Seminary School of Divinity.
To use contraception during sex,
she continued, “is to deny God
his rightful place,” and reduces
marital sex to using a spouse.

When Pope Paul VI issued
Humanae Vitae the faithful were
surprised by the document, as
were many priests, Savage said.
“I am absolutely convinced that
Humanae Vitae is a prophetic
document,” she said. “Humanae
Vitae is fundamentally a pro-life
document because it recognizes
that life is always a gift.”

“Sex is ordered toward both the
procreative dimension and the
unitive. The man and woman
become one through the marital
act,” she said. It is not just
about babies, it is not just about
intimacy, it is about marital sex
being both things every time.

Humanae Vitae condemns
sterilization, abortion and birth
control; it says every time a
married man and woman have
sex they should give their entire
selves to one another – to perfect
each other and to create life in
cooperation with God.

Since the birth control pill was
introduced in 1963 and legalized
in 1965, the use of contraception
has been controversial. Pope
Paul VI formed a commission to
discuss the issue, which led to
the encyclical Humanae Vitae.
This summer marks the 50th
anniversary of the document,
which was released by Pope Paul
VI on July 25, 1968.

Love within marriage should
emulate God’s love, which is
creative and all-giving, Humanae
Vitae explains, for only being like
God’s love does the marriage itself
retain true love. Loving as God
loves is not easy, as it requires
mastery of self and emotion, the
encyclical says.

People in the late 1960s expected
that the commission would affirm
the use of birth control, Savage
said. At the time the commission
was meeting, then–Bishop Karol
Wojtyla (later Pope John Paul

Although the Catholic Church
forbids artificial birth control, it
does allow for Natural Family
Planning, a method of timing sex
within marriage to coincide with –
or avoid – periods of fertility.
“We can vouch for its working,”

Reaping the fruits of
Humanae Vitae
NEW ULM – In light of the
50th anniversary of Humanae
Vitae (Of Human Life), the
Diocese of New Ulm’s 2018
Ethics Conference will focus
on God’s plan for married love
and the transmission of human
life. The conference will be held
on Saturday, Oct. 13 from 9:00
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at Schoenstatt
on the Lake Retreat Center in
Sleepy Eye.
The Ethics Conference is an
opportunity to explore how the
fruits of Humanae Vitae have
been realized today, advances

in Natural Family Planning and
women’s health, Theology of the
Body and the Church’s teaching
on human sexuality, and how to
respond to today’s challenges
as it relates to marriage, family,
and the beauty of self-gift.
For detailed information
regarding the Ethics Conference
visit the Diocese of New
Ulm web site www.dnu.org/
ethicsconference/ or contact Sr.
Candace Fier, director of the
Office of Family Life for the
Diocese of New Ulm, cfier@
dnu.org, (507) 233-5328.
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Knowing and sharing God’s perfect ‘Covenant of Love’
by Claudia Broman
Prairie Catholic correspondent
At center of Bishop John LeVoir’s
book “Covenant of Love” is
a struggle that “goes on in the
human heart.” The struggle,
described in detail by Pope John
Paul II in his writings about the
Theology of the Body, is being
true to oneself as an image of
God – loving as He does – in total
self-surrender for the well-being of
others. It is a struggle between the
mind, the will, and the body: in the
bedroom, at home with family, at
work, and in society.

“In a word, the exercise of responsible parenthood requires that husband and
wife, keeping a right order of priorities, recognize their own duties toward God,
themselves, their families, and human society.” – Pope Paul VI (Humanae Vitae, 10)
said Brenda and Dan Voracek, a
couple from North Mankato. They
have been teaching other couples
how to use NFP since 2001 and
have been using the method
themselves since 1998.

they have noticed a difference in
their marriage, their relationship
with one another, and their
relationship with God. “We’ve
been learning to surrender to
God,” Angela said.

“It is green. There are no side
effects. You’re not taking a drug
or anything like that,” Dan said.
“It’s simple to learn and there’s no
ongoing cost to keep using it.”

“It’s given us more freedom to
love one another and deepen our
commitment to each other,” Alex
said. It’s made the moments of
intimacy the couple has more
meaningful, they say.

When sex is not on the table
all the time it allows for more
courtship within the marriage,
Brenda added. Because the
Voraceks are not actively trying to
have children, they reserve sex for
the times of Brenda’s cycle when
she is not fertile.

Unlike some couples who use
NFP to avoid pregnancy, Alex and
Angela used the method to better
time the possibility of conception,
as they had been struggling with
infertility issues.
“After five months of using
the method we were able to
conceive,” Angela said.

“We leave ourselves open to
God’s intention,” Dan said. If God
decides they should be pregnant,
then they trust in Him.
Angela and Alex Wanningman of
Sleepy Eye have been married two
years and have been using NFP
for about a year.
“It’s been working well for us,”
said Angela. The Wanningmans
say they want to live in a way that
is giving to each other, loving of
each other, and accepting of each
other and of God’s plan. Since
they began using NFP they said

l
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Being open to life and “accepting
children as a gift from the Lord,”
is essential to marriage, said
Fr. Mark Steffl, pastor of St.
Catherine’s in Redwood Falls and
the judicial vicar for the Diocese
of New Ulm.
Grace is provided through the
marriage sacrament, and that grace
helps a married couple to accept
children as God wants. Excluding
children from marriage through
contraception is “excluding

l
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something that God wants to
give,” Fr. Steffl said.
Plus, this openness gives marriage
more joy, he said. “The sacrament
is to help us be open to the graces
and to what God wants,” Fr. Steffl
said. “So much of what love truly
is, is sacrifice. But you have to be
open to that.”
Sometimes married Catholic
couples will say they are
following their conscience by
using artificial birth control.
“But there is such a thing as a
mis-formed conscience,” Fr.
Steffl said. “We need to have a
well-formed conscience.” He
encourages couples who question
Humanae Vitae to come to a fuller
understanding, to pray, and to
consider “at what point is this me
being willful or prideful versus
what the Lord really wants?” It
comes down to giving up control,
Fr. Steffl said.
“The anniversary of this
document, Humanae Vitae, this
teaching, is an opportunity to be
able to think about it in a concrete
way,” Fr. Steffl said. “It draws our
attention to the good of life and
the good of children. They are
truly a gift, but the pressure of the
outside world says the opposite
today.”

Fr. Richard Hogan and nowBishop LeVoir were seminarians
at the St. Paul Seminary when
Pope John Paul II was elected in
1978; they entered in the fall of
1977 before their ordination in
May 1981. Prior to their entrance,
Pope Paul VI issued the encyclical
Humanae Vitae.
In the 1960s and early 1970s there
was a lot of controversy about
marriage, sexuality and family
life, Bishop LeVoir said. Priests
in seminary, including Hogan and
LeVoir, were considering: How
would we present these topics in
pastoral settings? Especially to
those preparing for marriage?
Bishop LeVoir said that Pope John
Paul II “had a solid theological
background,” as well as a technical
philosophical background in
phenomenology (the study of
lived human experience and
consciousness). Strengthened
by his knowledge of theology
and philosophy, and partnered
with faith, Pope John Paul II
prepared and delivered numerous
papal audiences in the late 1970s
and early 1980s focused on the
Theology of the Body. “It was
kind of like a serial,” Bishop
LeVoir explained, where people
were eagerly anticipating the next
chapter. “He had great insight for
the modern age.”
Fr. Hogan (now deceased) wrote a
commentary about the audiences
in the December 1981 issue of
Fidelity magazine. It inspired
the two priests to consider the
material in book form, and so they
decided to present the pope’s ideas
in a “way that we thought would
be appealing to people,” Bishop
LeVoir said.

themselves for the good of the
other, love is present, whether
that be in marriage, in the home,
in the workplace, or in society.
In perfecting this love people
become integrated: “there is
wholeness, there is no conflict
between the mind, the will, and
the body,” Bishop LeVoir said.

“It had some years to germinate,”
he said. “We started writing
probably in 1983, somewhere in
there.”
They each purchased a computer
and called each other on the phone,
transmitting their writing in a
way that the computers would
then translate and type out line
by line. By today’s standards of
communication it was a gruelingly
slow pace, but despite the timeconsuming nature of the writing
it was a project that both priests
saw as essential to their work in
parishes.
“It was so important to be able
to talk to couples preparing for
marriage,” Bishop LeVoir said,
and to couples who were already
married. The topics contained
in the book were also relevant
to hearing confessions and
providing advice to people having
difficulties making decisions
about contraception. The ideas
of sexuality and family pertained
to youth, as well, in the midst of
forming their identities as human
persons.
In 1985 “Covenant of Love” was
first published by Doubleday, later
to be re-issued by Ignatius Press in
1992.
Key to understanding St. John
Paul II’s writing is that “we are
living images of God; we are
representations of God,” Bishop
LeVoir said, adding that people as
persons are created in the image
and likeness of God, body and
soul. “To know ourselves, we
need to know God. We come to
know God through Christ.” This
knowledge of how to know God
and self was key in answering the
question raised in the late 1960s
and early 1970s: what is life all
about? By following Jesus – which
is not an egotistical come and
follow me, but an invitation to be
like God, the bishop explained –
we can see how an image of God
chooses and acts. By choosing as
Christ chooses and acting how
Christ acts, we can be, and are, as
we were created to be.
“Covenant of Love” also works to
explain how all things were created
through Christ. “He created man
and woman, he created marriage.
Through him all things were
created and came to be,” Bishop
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In 1985, then Fr. John LeVoir (right) and Fr. Richard Hogan obtained
front row tickets to one of the General Audiences outside St. Peter’s
Basilica in Vatican City where they presented their newly published
book “Covenant of Love” to Pope John Paul. The Holy Father was
under the impression that the two young priests were students and
asked where they were studying. When he heard they were parish
priests his eyes lit up as he smiled, saying “Ahhh, parish priests!” and
he thanked them for writing the book.
LeVoir said. And in this creation,
marriage, too, is a representation
of God’s love.

the person,” Bishop LeVoir said.
“The body is not like a coat we
take off and put in the closet; our
bodies are part of us.” Marital
love is expressed bodily; our
bodies are signs of the souls
we have that make us people –
indications that we are alive and
made in God’s image.

“We don’t have different words
for different kinds of love,” the
bishop said, “It’s a weakness in
our language. Sometimes it’s
difficult for people to know what
love is.” Love is a choice to do
what is good for the other, he
says.

In loving one another maritally,
the book says, a man and woman
create a communion of persons,
where each person strives for the
good of the other. Essentially,
when people are giving of

Married love differs from the
love people have for things, or
friends, or even family. Married
love is unique from these other
kinds of love because it is
permanent, faithful, and open
to life, just as God’s love is
concurrently permanent, faithful,
and open to life, Bishop LeVoir
explained. Marriage itself is a
sacrament that brings about what
it signifies. “By living out their
marital love, married couples are
a sign, or sacrament of God’s
love,” he said. Love lived out
well in marriage affects families,
societies, and friends, Bishop
LeVoir said. Loving the way
God loves is contagious. “It is
diffusive of itself,” he explained.
“And we need more of that
today.”
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It is not always easy to follow
Church teachings with regard
to marriage and sexuality,
especially when seen in light
of alternatives available in our
society. But through prayer,
receiving the sacraments, and
obtaining support from the
Catholic community, “we have
the strength to say the Church’s
teaching is ‘different’ but it can
be done,” Bishop LeVoir said. “It
isn’t easy to live this,” he said,
encouraging families living the
Catholic faith to gather for prayer
and recreation “so we can support
one another.”

Celebrate God’s gift of married love!

Natural Family Planning Awareness Week

July 22-28, 2018

Love in marriage involves the
whole person, body and soul.
“To touch the body is to touch

l

Love is only perfected with the
assistance of God’s grace, as each
person faces struggles between
what the mind wants and what
the body wants. God’s grace
gives us the strength to act in an
integrated way, whether that be
with having the self-possession to
not eat cake while on a diet, or to
truly give of oneself in marriage,
he explained. “The only way we
can live our faith is with God’s
help and with his grace,” he said.

www.usccb.org/nfp/awareness-week/index.cfm.
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Celebrating 50 years of education in San Lucas Toliman, Guatemala
by Fr. Phil Schotzko
Editor’s note: Fr. Phil Schotzko,
a priest of the Diocese of New
Ulm, traveled to Guatemala
May 3-11 to take part in the
50th anniversary celebration of
the San Lucas Toliman Mission
elementary school. San Lucas
has a mission connection with
the Diocese of New Ulm and Fr.
Schotzko served as associate
pastor there from 1984 to 1990.

E
verything had been going
fine at 6 a.m. on May 4. The

San Lucas Toliman Mission
van picked up former school
supervisor Sr. Linda Wanner,
SSND, and me in Guatemala
City. We were on track to
make the 9 a.m. Mass in San
Lucas in celebration of the 50th
anniversary of the San Lucas
mission elementary school.
Unfortunately, delayed by road
construction, we missed the
opening rites.
However, that did not seem to
matter in the context of the five
full days of celebration that lay
ahead.
The mission school, Colegio San
Lucas, was envisioned in 1965 by
New Ulm diocesan priest Msgr.
Greg Schaffer and School Sisters
of Notre Dame Sr. Filomena
(Sandra) Spencer and Sr. Medard
Zweber.
Through the years, Notre Dame
Sisters Sr. Margaret Joyce and
Sr. Linda Wanner have guided,
trained, and encouraged the native
educators to take on the challenge

of education where resources
were very limited.

Since the school opened 3,775
students have graduated from
the sixth grade and many have
gone on to receive further
education and degrees. A
number of them have returned
as teachers including the present
administrator, Sandra Patricia
Quiacain, who is the daughter of
one of the first directors of the
school.
Sr. Sandra Spencer recalls that in
1965, the School Sisters began
teaching with about 20 young
students. Mothers and other
children looked on and shared a
little bread and rice drink. They
needed to proceed slowly because
most of the children spoke only
the native language Cakchiquel
at home and needed to become
comfortable speaking Spanish as
they entered the first grade.
The School Sisters would spend
a full year working with new
teachers who would eventually
form the first faculty with one
teacher per grade, kindergarten
through sixth grade.
By 1968 the school was officially
accredited by the government
and became a major and positive
influence on the quality of
education in the whole village of
San Lucas. The school offered
quality education in a faith
values setting that challenged
the public schools, which needed
reformation in methods and
training of school personnel.
The San Lucas parish school
became that stimulus and training

of education that is based on
self-directed activity, handson learning, and collaborative
play) have been introduced in
addition to intense training for
all the teachers. This along with
individual textbooks and hands-on
learning materials has made the
learning process more enjoyable
and effective.

Fr. Phil Schotzko
(middle) poses
with Sandra
Patricia Quiacain,
principal (left)
and Felipe De
Jesus Bajan, vice
principal following
the elementary
school’s 50th
anniversary Mass
and dinner on
May 4 in San
Lucas Toliman,
Guatemala.

At the request of the bishop
in the Diocese of Sololá, the
school has been privatized while
continuing with ardor its faithbased foundation and methods
of teaching. Recently the school
was re-named Colegio Monseñor
Gregorio Schaffer, after the late
Msgr. Schaffer.

(Submitted photo)
ground for many of the young
teachers before they would take
public school positions and
become leaders in that system.

from within because of a history
of inequality and oppression. As
a group and as individuals, the
school faculty made decisions to
stand together for justice in the
face of real danger and threats to
their lives.

I remember working with Sr.
Linda Wanner in the 1980’s and
giving retreats to the school
faculty. I was always impressed
with the eagerness of the teachers
to grow in their faith and share
their values in the classroom.
We enjoyed giving those retreats
because of their obvious faith
and willingness to enter into the
process of dynamic, personal, and
professional development.

As the school numbers grew
over the years so did the need of
buildings that were adequate and
well equipped. This took time.
Today, the student population is
about 635 with a waiting list in
some grades.
The reputation of the school has
now grown beyond San Lucas and
is drawing students from outside
the district. This is especially due
to the recent restructuring of the
parish projects after the death of
Msgr. Schaffer in 2012.

It must be noted that in the late
1970’s and early 1980’s it could
be physically dangerous to be a
teacher. Teaching basic Catholic
social teaching, even at an
elementary level, was suspect by a
government that was under attack

Montessori teaching methods
in the lower grades (a method

Three years ago, the land
adjacent to the school became
available and the Friends of San
Lucas, a nonprofit organization
created to carry on the legacy
of Msgr. Schaffer, purchased
the property. With the generous
donation of Rogers Strickland
and his building company, the
first of two of three expansion
classrooms have been built. These
new classrooms will be used for
musical instruction, industrial
arts, and hands-on practical
teaching in basic life skills such
as cooking, sewing, weaving, and
agronomy.
This brief history gives only a hint
of the impact of education over
the last 50 years in San Lucas.
The over-the-top way that the
people of San Lucas celebrated
the school’s anniversary revealed
their appreciation of that impact
that the school has had on their
community.

The lessons of Sarah - God’s princess who shared her light with the world
meant “God’s princess.” Referring to her
daughter as a gift, Sullivan talked about
how Sarah smiled all the time. “She never
went through her terrible twos, or threes or
fours,” said Sullivan. “She was just too busy
defying that disability as she slowly learned
to walk and talk and sing and dance and
play baseball.”

by Mary Carroll
Prairie Catholic correspondent
REDWOOD FALLS – The New Ulm
Diocesan Council of Catholic Women held
their annual convention on April 28 at the
Church of St. Catherine in Redwood Falls.
One of the two presenters for the day was
inspirational author and speaker, Nancy Jo
Sullivan. Born and raised in Minnesota,
Sullivan spoke about how her oldest
daughter, Sarah, imparted lessons of faith
that continue to influence her and her
family.
Sarah was born with Down syndrome, a
genetic disorder typically associated with
mild to moderate intellectual disability.
After 23 years on earth, Sarah now resides
in heaven.
Born on a snowy Minnesota evening,
Sullivan said they named their newborn
daughter Sarah with an “h” because it

DCCW Convention speaker Nancy Jo
Sullivan refers to a tiara worn by her late
daughter Sarah, who wore the crown as
an expression of her love of being God’s
princess.
(Photo by Mary Carroll)
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At a young age, Sarah developed a love for
fairy tales. She had a collection of tiaras and
possibly every version of a fairytale that
was ever written. Sullivan recalled how her
daughter would dance around the room with
a tiara on her head. “And of course, we (the
family) had to get up and join in the dance
because after all, God’s Kingdom is worthy
of a good dance every once in a while,”
Sullivan said with a smile.
“I remember looking at her and thinking,
she really truly knows who she is! She
really truly believes she is a princess!”
Sullivan exclaimed.
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Often times Sarah would say, “Mom, God
is with my heart.” Sullivan thought that was
interesting, referring to the passage we hear
at Advent time – Emmanuel, God is With
Us.
Sullivan said she believes Sarah was on a
mission. “She knew who she was and for a
little while she was called to share her light
with the world,” she said.
Sarah was not capable of thinking bad
thoughts, recalled Sullivan. However, she
was capable of teaching those around her
that life does not have to be perfect to be
wonderful. “It’s our imperfections that draw
us to the throne of God crowned with his
mercy and love,” she said.
In spite of Sarah’s disability, she was
royalty, a beloved daughter of God, the
child of a great King. And, for the short
time she was on this earth, she was called to
share her light with the world.

Catholic life

New DCCW president encourages women
to take part in upcoming opportunities
for the Blessed Mother and Holy
Spirit to guide me in wisdom.

by Betty Thooft
“Believe in Me and Do My
Works” was the theme of the
annual New Ulm Diocesan
Council of Catholic Women
(NUDCCW) Convention held
April 28 at the Church of St.
Catherine in Redwood Falls.
At that time, I was installed as
the new NUDCCW president. I
am humbled and thrilled to take
on this new role. I pray every day

I am from the Church of St.
Dionysius in Tyler, which is
part of the Christ the King Area
Faith Community (Ivanhoe, Lake
Benton, Tyler, and Wilno). Within
the Council of Catholic Women, I
have held the positions of second
vice president, scholarship
coordinator, region 3 president,
region 3 scholarship coordinator,
region 3 vice president, and
treasurer.
The upcoming months are a
perfect opportunity to be involved
with the CCW. I encourage you
to attend the Council of Catholic
Women Province Conference
June 25-26 at the Church of St.
John Vianney in Fairmont.
The first day of the conference
will offer leadership training by
the National Council of Catholic

The ritual prayer of the
liturgy and life in the Spirit

Women Leadership Team. This
would be a great time for any
woman in a DCCW leadership
role to attend.

by Fr. Aaron Johanneck
Editor’s note: For previous
columns of Sursum Corda visit
the Diocese of New Ulm web site,
www.dnu.org (Worship office).

Another opportunity is the
National Council of Catholic
Women’s Convention in
Pittsburgh August 28 through
September 2.

Just a few weeks ago, the Church
celebrated the great solemnity
of Pentecost.
We recalled
and celebrated
that day when
the Holy Spirit
descended upon
those gathered in
the upper room
and filled them
with the power
and grace to boldly proclaim that
Christ Jesus had risen from the
dead, even in the face of great
hardship and opposition. It is by
the Holy Spirit that Christians
throughout the centuries have
spread and defended the Catholic
faith with perseverance and joy.

Reflections on the Sacred Liturgy

Visit www.nudccw.org or www.
nccw.org for more information.

When we think of the Holy Spirit,
we often think of creativity,
freedom, and spontaneity. As St.
Paul says, “Where the Spirit of
the Lord is, there is freedom” (2
Corinthians 3:17). The sacred
liturgy of the Church is a formal
and ritual prayer that is governed
by the Church’s approved
liturgical books. This might lead
one to wonder whether the liturgy
limits the Holy Spirit by stifling
the life of the Spirit. One might
think that celebrating the Church’s
liturgy with more “flexibility”
and “spontaneity” would better
promote this life. The truth is
that reverently and faithfully
celebrating the liturgy promotes
and brings about the true life in
the Spirit.

by Mary Carroll
Prairie Catholic correspondent
REDWOOD FALLS – Ardith
Larsen, a parishioner at the
Church of St. Genevieve in Lake
Benton, was named the 2018
DCCW Woman of the Year. The
annual award was presented by
Bishop John M. LeVoir at the
Diocesan Council of Catholic
Women (DCCW) Convention
held April 28 at the Church of St.
Catherine in Redwood Falls.

Larsen has served as the director
of education for two parishes in

Ardith Larsen stands beside Bishop John M. LeVoir upon
receiving the 2018 Woman of the Year award presented during
the DCCW convention. The mother of eight children, she was
recognized for her service and committment to CCW, Church,
community, and family.
(photo by Mary Carroll)
the Christ the King Area Faith
Community for more than ten
years, and has taught both the
confirmation class and second
grade class for more than 15
years.
In her parish, Larsen has served
on the education committee,
parish council, social concerns
committee, and liturgy
committee. She is a lector,
extraordinary minister of Holy
Communion, and sacristan. She
serves the funeral ministry, leads

The Holy Spirit is very much
active in the Church’s liturgy. It
is the Holy Spirit who disposes
the faithful to receive the graces
available to them in the liturgy. It
is the Holy Spirit who recalls the
mystery of Christ and all that he
has done for us. It is in the Holy
Spirit that the mystery of Christ
is actually made present, or represented, putting the faithful in
real contact with the saving events
of Christ’s life and applying their
fruits to our lives today. It is
through the priest’s invocation of
the Holy Spirit that the bread and
wine become the Sacred Body and
Blood of Christ. It is also the Holy
Spirit who, especially through the
sacred liturgy, brings the faithful

the Rosary before Mass, and
takes Communion to shut-ins and
nursing home residents. She is a
former cantor and a former chair
of the parish fall festival.
In her community, Larsen serves
as director of the community
center for noon meals and helps
at the public library, the school,
the nursing home, and the
bloodmobile.
She and her late husband,
George, have eight children.
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The Holy Spirit guides the
development and promulgation
of the liturgy. Before Jesus
was handed over to death, he
promised to send the Holy Spirit
to guide the Church
into all truth (cf.
John 16:13). The
Holy Spirit has
been active in
the development
of the sacred
liturgy through
the centuries. This
means that when we
celebrate the liturgy in fidelity to
what the Church authoritatively
hands on to us, we can be sure that
we are being faithful to the Spirit
and that his life is being formed
in us.

Sursum
Corda
Lift Up Your Hearts

Join Council sisters from across
the country to pray, laugh, and
learn together. Engage in the
many learning and fun activities,
and reflect on God’s joy as we
rejoice in being part of this
great organization. A number of
women from the Diocese of New
Ulm are already making flight
arrangements and registering for
this awesome event.

Ardith Larsen of Lake Benton named
2018 Woman of the Year

Currently, Larsen serves her
parish Council of Catholic
Women (CCW) as the spirituality
chairperson and manages the
CCW prayer network. She has
served the region 3 board as
CCW president, vice president,
past president, and reverence for
life chairperson. She has served
her parish as CCW president,
vice-president, and treasurer.
Larsen chairs the annual CCW
spring event and helps chair
the CCW dinner at the parish
festival. She has served on the
New Ulm Diocesan Council
of Catholic Women Board and
has participated in two National
Council of Catholic Women
conventions.

into communion with Christ,
building us up as his Body. (cf.
CCC 1099-1109)

l
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Our spontaneous decisions are not
always from the Holy Spirit. They
can also be influenced by our own
proud human spirit, or even by the
Enemy. An essential way that we
discern the spirits is by looking to
the Church. The Holy Spirit does
not work apart from the Church
but from within.
The Holy Spirit leads us to
humility and obedience. It is
through these virtues that we are
led to the true life in the Spirit.
The Holy Spirit leads us to live
our lives in imitation of Christ
who was obedient to the Father
in everything. He surrendered
himself totally to the Father in
love.
The ritual and formality of
the liturgy invites us to that
same humility, obedience, and
surrender. By reverently and
faithfully celebrating the liturgy,
we die to ourselves and crucify
our own desires so that Christ,
through the Spirit, may live in us.
“I have been crucified with Christ;
yet I live, no longer I, but Christ
lives in me” (Galatians 2:19-20).
This is the true life in the Spirit
that our faithful participation in
the sacred liturgy produces in us
and that will be a source of great
renewal in the Church.
Editor’s note: Fr. Aaron
Johanneck is director of the Office
of Worship for the Diocese of New
Ulm.

diocesan church

Diocese of New Ulm celebrates the gift of consecrated life
Religious Orders
serving in the
Diocese of New Ulm

by Deacon Mike McKeown
Prairie Catholic correspondent
GLENCOE – A Mass and
reception in celebration of
consecrated life was held May
6 at the Church of St. Pius X in
Glencoe. The Mass was celebrated
by Bishop John M. LeVoir and
concelebrated by the parish’s
priest, Fr. Tony Stubeda.

Benedictine Sisters of
Pontifical Jurisdiction
(St. Joseph, MN)
Daughters of St. Mary of
Providence (Immaculate
Conception Province, Chicago,
IL)

Representatives from six orders of
religious sisters who have served
or are serving in the Diocese of
New Ulm joined in the celebration
with local parishioners and others
from the diocese.
In his homily, repeating Christ’s
words from the Gospel of John,
Bishop LeVoir reminded those
who attended the Mass, “No one
has greater love than this, to lay
down one’s life for one’s friends.”
He said that our calling from
Christ is marked by sacrificial
love. “The mission Christ calls
us to often involves adventure –
doing things we didn’t expect we
would be doing and going places
we didn’t expect to be going,” the
bishop said.
This has been the experience of
many of the religious sisters who
have served in the Diocese of New
Ulm.
Sr. Mary Ann Kuhn, School
Sisters of Notre Dame, who
serves the All Saints Area Faith
Community (Gibbon, Franklin,
Fairfax, Winthrop) agreed with
Bishop LeVoir’s statement.

Franciscan Sisters of Little
Falls (Little Falls, MN)
Handmaids of the Heart of
Jesus Sisters (New Ulm, MN)
Thirteen religious from six religous orders attended the Celebration of Consecrated Life on May 6
at the Church of St. Pius X in Glencoe. Pictured front row, left, Sr. Ann Carol Kaufenberg, SSND, Sr.
Anna Marie DeVos, CSJ, Sr. Lenore Paschke, Benedictines, Sr. Aude Renard, Sr. Alix Grace, and Sr. Ann
Raphael, Sisters of Mary Morning Star. Back row, left, Sr. Lois Byrne, PBVM, Sr. Rita Wollschlager,
SSND, Sr. JoAnne O’Connor, SSND, Sr. Shriley Steines, SSND, Bishop John M. LeVoir, Sr. Rita-Marie
Otto, ISSM, Sr. Candace Fier, ISSM, and Sr. Mary Ann Kuhn, SSND. (photo by Deacon Mike McKeown)
“When I entered religious life
45 years ago, there were many
School Sisters of Notre Dame
as well as many other religious
congregations,” said Sr. Mary
Ann.
“Over the years the number of
sisters has dropped, but not the
commitment and dedication to
be about proclaiming the Gospel
wherever we are,” she said.
Bishop LeVoir expressed his
gratitude for the sacrifices made
by the sisters as he reiterated
Pope Francis’ theme of joy in
our vocation. “Following Jesus

involves sacrifice,” said the
bishop. “But responding to Jesus’
call brings joy.”
Sr. Aude Renard, Sisters of Mary
Morning Star, appreciated the
bishop’s words. “He reminded
us that our life was not our own
project and that we often forget
that we are in the hands of God
who has beautiful desires for us.
Bishop LeVoir invited us to trust
more in God and his care for our
lives and that was really strong for
me.”
During the reception the sisters
had an opportunity to reminisce

and share stories about their
experiences serving the diocese.
Sr. Candace Fier, Schoenstatt
Sisters of Mary, was appreciative
for the evening’s celebration of
religious life. “It is a joy to come
together as sisters to celebrate
the Eucharist with Bishop LeVoir
and together give thanks for our
vocation to the consecrated life,”
she said.
“Year after year, we are so warmly
welcomed by one of our parishes
in the diocese that celebrates with
us and provides a meal and time of
fellowship that makes the day so
special,” said Sr. Candace.

Presentation of the Blessed
Virgin Mary (Fargo, ND)
Schoenstatt Sisters of Mary
(Waukesha, WI).
School Sisters of Notre Dame
(Central Pacific Province/
Our Lady of Good Counsel
Campus, Province, Mankato,
MN)
Sisters of Mary Morning Star
(Ghent, MN)
Sisters of St. Joseph of
Carondelet (St. Paul, MN)
Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange
(Orange, CA)
Sisters of the Third Order
Regular of St. Francis of the
Congregation of Our Lady of
Lourdes (Rochester, MN)

Sr. Anna Mary Swanson professes final vows
Diocese of New Ulm

Offices located in

Hutchinson w Marshall w New Ulm wWillmar

Providing: Individual, Marriage, and Family

Counseling; Pregnancy Counseling, Adoption, Project
Rachel, and Respect Life Resources; Parish and
Community Response; Transition and Grief Services.
Referred Services include: Immigration, Financial
Counseling, and Guardianship Resources.

Call toll-free 866-670-5163
e-mail pkral@dnu.org
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NEW ULM – On June 8, Sr.
Anna Mary Swanson (formerly
Andrea Swanson) made final vows
as a Handmaids of the Heart of
Jesus during a special Mass at the
Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in
New Ulm. This brings the total
number of perpetually professed
members to five.
Sr. Anna Mary currently serves
as the administrative assistant for
the Diocese of New Ulm Office of
Worship.
The Handmaids of the Heart of
Jesus were established in the
Diocese of New Ulm in 2010. It is
the first and only religious order to
be established in the diocese.
In 2017 alone, seven new
postulants joined the
Handmaids. To date, there are
21 sisters total. Visit www.
handmaidsoftheheartofjesus.com
l
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Bishop John M. LeVoir places a crown of flowers on Sr. Anna
Mary’s head following her perpetual profession as a Handmaids
of the Heart of Jesus on June 8 at the Cathedral of the Holy
Trinity in New Ulm.
(Photo by Jeanine McMahon)
l
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around the diocese

Youth encouraged to
register for summer events
by Kevin Losleben
The Office of Youth and Young
Adult Ministry for the Diocese
of New Ulm is offering great
opportunities for middle and
high school age youth this
summer.
Totus Tuus
Totus Tuus features a team of
four college missionaries who
travel the diocese spreading
the Gospel. During the day,
youth in grades 1-6 experience
a fun-filled learning experience
complete with hilarious skits,
engaging lessons, daily Mass,
exciting games, and a surprise
ending that is sure to leave
lasting memories.
In the evening, youth in
grades 7-12 hang out with the
missionaries as they hear their
testimonies, play group games,
and interact with them in small
group settings.
To see if Totus Tuus will be
hosted at your parish or a parish
near you, visit www.dnu.org/
totus-tuus.
Camp Beloved
Camp Beloved is a Catholic
camp for girls in grades 7-12.
It runs from July 21-25 and
features engaging talks by young
adult women (including the
Totus Tuus missionaries),
a hiking expedition, a trip
to the beach, daily fun
outdoor camp activities,
daily Mass and adoration,
and a chance to make new
friends.
The camp is held on
the beautiful grounds

Bishop visits Minneota for May Crowning

of Schoenstatt on the Lake in
Sleepy Eye and is directed by
the Handmaids of the Heart of
Jesus, a religious order of the
Diocese of New Ulm.

To see why girls around the
diocese love Camp Beloved so
much or to register, go to www.
dnu.org/camp-beloved.
Camp Greatness
Camp Greatness is a Catholic
boys’ camp and is split into two
camps: the middle school camp
runs from July 26-29 and the
high school camp runs from July
30 through Aug. 3.
Camp Greatness is an
unforgettable experience that
keeps campers coming back
year after year. A typical day
at camp features daily Mass
and adoration, engaging talks
by young adult men (including
the seminarians and Totus
Tuus missionaries), great food,
outdoor recreation, tubing on
Sleepy Eye Lake (for the high
schoolers), and sports - lots of
sports!

MINNEOTA – On May 4, St. Edward Catholic School students (K-8) in Minneota gathered with
Bishop John M. LeVoir during a May Crowning Mass held at the Church of St. Edward. Pictured
eighth grader Brooke Moorse presents the crown of flowers to the bishop for a special blessing
before placing the crown on the statue of Mary located in the front of the church. Also pictured is
parish priest Fr. Zachary Peterson and altar server, eighth grader Tucker Thooft. Following Mass,
Bishop LeVoir joined the students and teachers for lunch before gathering with them in the school
gym for a question and answer session.
(Photo by Christine Clancy)

Spirit of TEC awards presented at gala

Camp Greatness is hosted
at Schoenstatt on the Lake
in Sleepy Eye. For more
information and to register, go to
www.dnu.org/camp-greatness.

Kevin Losleben
is director of the
Office of Youth
and Young Adult
Ministry for the
Diocese of New
Ulm.

It’s time for

OLIVIA - The annual Riverbend TEC (Together Encounter Christ) Stewardship Gala was held April
20 in Olivia. The 2018 Spirit of TEC award was given to three members of the diocese. This award
recognizes those who live out the Paschal Mystery; contribute to TEC in a significant way; are
committed to serving the Church and its youth and adults; and generously share their love, faith,
and enthusiasm with others. Recipients of this year’s award are: (l-r), Eric Soupir of Marshall, Leigha
Bruns of Winsted, and Fr. Andrew Michels, (not pictured) senior associate of the Divine Mercy Area
Faith Community (Comfrey, Morgan, Clements, Leavenworth, and Sleepy Eye). Fr. Dennis Labat,
(right), was recognized for his 36 years of service as coordinator and spiritual director for Riverbend
TEC (1980-2017).
(Photo submitted)

Diocese of New Ulm seeking Freelance Writers

Parish Festivals!

www.dnu.org/local-events/

Be sure to check back often for new announcements.

The Prairie Catholic

The Diocese of New Ulm seeks freelance writers
to help develop content for its official newspaper,
The Prairie Catholic. Writers will attend
diocesan and parish events, conduct research,
and write articles and take photos (with their own
equipment) if necessary.
Applicants should submit a letter of introduction,

l
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a sample of their work and completed
questionnaire(s) from the newspaper’s Web page
to Christine Clancy, editor, The Prairie Catholic,
at cclancy@dnu.org.
Please see The Prairie Catholic’s section on
freelancing at www.dnu.org/news/newspaper/
about for more information.
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ST. PAUL – The Archdiocese
of St. Paul and Minneapolis
has agreed to a $210 million
settlement with 450 victims
of clergy sexual abuse as
part of its plan for bankruptcy
reorganization, making it the
second-largest U.S. payout in
the scandal that has rocked the
nation’s Roman Catholic Church.
The money, a total of
$210,290,724, will go into a
fund to pay survivors, with the
amount for each survivor to be
determined.

No. 7 June 2018
Vol. 32
Diocese of New Ulm
WASHINGTON – Catholics
across the United States are
encouraged to pray and act in
support of religious liberty at
home and abroad during Serving
Others in God’s Love: Religious
Freedom Week 2018, which
begins on June 22, the Feast of
Sts. Thomas More and John

According to the plaintiffs’
attorney Jeff Anderson, a formal
reorganization plan will now be
submitted to a bankruptcy judge
for approval, and then it will be
sent to the victims for a vote.

Minnesota’s Most Rural Diocese

Fisher, and ends on June 29, the
Solemnity of Sts. Peter and Paul.
The chairman of the United
States Conference of Catholic
Bishops’ Committee for Religious
Liberty, Archbishop Joseph
E. Kurtz of Louisville, states:
“Religious freedom allows the
space for people of faith to serve
others in God’s love in ministries
like education, adoption and
foster care, health care, and
migration and refugee services.
We encourage people of faith
to reflect on the importance of
religious freedom so that we
might have the space to carry out
our mission of service and mercy,
and we invite everyone to pray
for our brothers and sisters who
face intense persecution in other
parts of the world.”
Resources for Religious Freedom
Week and other religious
liberty resources can be found
by visiting the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops
web site, www.usccb.org/
ReligiousFreedomWeek and
www.usccb.org/freedom.
VATICAN CITY – Pope
Francis will declare Blesseds
Paul VI, Oscar Romero, and

four others saints Oct. 14 at the
Vatican during the meeting of
the world Synod of Bishops, an
institution Blessed Paul revived.
The date was announced May
19 during an “ordinary public
consistory,” a meeting of the
pope, cardinals and promoters of
sainthood causes that formally
ends the sainthood process.
During the consistory, Cardinal
Angelo Amato, prefect of the
Congregation for Saints’ Causes,
formally petitioned the pope
“to enroll in due course among
the saints” six candidates for
canonization “for the glory of
God and the good of the whole
church.”

Six men ordained permanent deacons

SLEEPY EYE - Family, friends, and well-wishers gathered on Saturday, April 21, at
the Church of St. Mary in Sleepy Eye as Bishop John M. LeVoir ordained six men
as deacons for service in the Diocese of New Ulm.

(Read more about the deacon ordination on page 5.)

The other four to be canonized
include: Fr. Francesco Spinelli
of Italy, founder of the Sisters
Adorers of the Blessed
Sacrament; Fr. Vincenzo
Romano, who worked with the
poor of Naples, Italy until his
death in 1831; Mother Catherine
Kasper, the German founder of
the religious congregation, the
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ;
and Nazaria Ignacia March
Mesa, the Spanish founder of the
Congregation of the Missionary
Crusaders of the Church.

(Photo by Christine Clancy)

