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John Lennon was asked what it was like growing up in Liverpool.
He replied,

“I didn’t grow up in Liverpool,
I grew up in Hamburg.”
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Rock ‘n’ Roll album cover features a 1961 photo of Lennon in a doorway in Hamburg.
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Introduction
Square Rock Ltd propose the commission of a life-size bronze statue of The
Beatles front man and political activist, John Lennon. As a cherished tourist
attraction symbolising peace, love and tolerance in the iconic city of Hamburg,
the sculpture will serve to celebrate the city’s influence on John Lennon’s life and
career and indicate Hamburg’s commitment to the pursuance of world peace.

A New and Iconic Sculpture
The erection of a striking and iconic bronze statue of John Lennon in Hamburg by renowned sculptor Laura
Lian would add to Hamburg’s rich cultural tapestry, enhance existing city attractions and offer a compelling
reason for residents, past visitors and new visitors to come and enjoy Hamburg’s heritage.
The statue would represent John Lennon’s instantly recognisable posture, casually leaning against a peace
wheel and dressed in his typically relaxed attire — including his signature round spectacles — reminiscent of
the years that he spent campaigning for peace. The peace wheel would feature lyrics from some of his most
beloved and powerful songs, with pertinent reference to peace, love and tolerance.
The commissioning and positioning of a life-size bronze of John Lennon in Hamburg encapsulate and
memorialise his timeless legacy and remind those who visit the statue of his positive and progressive
aspirations, even in the face of adversity.

An Annual ‘Peace Day’
We propose that the unveiling of a John Lennon peace statue in Hamburg should mark the start of an official
annual ‘Peace Day’ where residents and visitors gather to reflect on the casualties from the conflicts and
atrocities of the past and recommit to the pursuance of peace for the future. On ‘Peace Day’, Hamburg
businesses could offer special promotions to mark the occasion, schools may have dedicated education
programmes to study past conflict and the promotion of peace, and visitors and residents could wear a
flower or ribbon to symbolise the day. It would be a poignant chance to reflect and remember those lost in
violent conflict, acts of terrorism and genocide.
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Why

?

John Lennon

A world-renowned cultural icon, John Lennon is inextricably linked to promoting
the notion of peace and love.
John Lennon, born in England in 1940, was an inimitable musical and cultural icon with unwavering
aspirations and optimism for the future of our world.
Although he was propelled to fame as a member of The Beatles — the most commercially successful band
in pop music history — John Lennon went on to use his worldwide celebrity to pursue genuine change
through peaceful protests, speaking out against war, promoting peace, and writing songs to reflect his
values and beliefs. His political activism and his quest for world peace have been immortalised in the lyrics of
some of the most famous songs of all time, including Imagine and Give Peace a Chance.
Such is the poignancy and significance of the lyrics of Imagine, it has been used at Olympic Games
Ceremonies and a number of high profile world concerts because of its resounding sentiments of unity,
positivity and hope. Give Peace a Chance, a song John Lennon wrote with his wife Yoko Ono, was an
anti-war song the couple composed during one of their famed week-long ‘bed-ins’ in peaceful protest to
the Vietnam War in 1969. In the years since, Give Peace a Chance has become an anthem to the
anti-war movement.
John Lennon’s murder in New York in 1980 shocked and angered the world but his legacy lives on through
his words and music that inspired his own generation and the generations that followed. John Lennon is a
name that will always be synonymous with peace and the pursuit of tolerance, love and understanding.

The John Lennon Peace Project: Hamburg
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Why

?

Hamburg

A reporter once asked John Lennon,

“What was it like growing up in
Liverpool?”
He replied, “I didn’t grow up in
Liverpool, I grew up in Hamburg.”
The Legacy of the Beatles

The Beatles history is deeply rooted in Hamburg
and it was a transformative time in the careers of
its band members. When they came to the city in
1960 their stage presence was honed, their song
writing skills were refined, their ubiquitous style
was founded, and their raw talent led to their first
recording. Their popularity and reputation exploded
during their time in Hamburg. They arrived in the
city as mere musicians, but they left as superstars.
The first place The Beatles played when they
arrived in Hamburg was the Indra on Grosse
Freiheit, a tiny backstreet club that is still there
today. They also played at The Star Club, one of
Hamburg’s most famous venues and Top Ten,
a basement in Reeperbahn, where the Beatles
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The venues feature on several Beatles-themed
walking and coach tours in Hamburg, a testament
that tourists enjoy exploring the influence that
Hamburg had on the success of The Beatles.

John Lennon’s Personal Affiliation
with Hamburg
Hamburg is a city with a reputation for being
welcoming, warm and hospitable. So perhaps it is
Hamburg’s longstanding openness and inclusivity
that appealed to a young John Lennon, who felt so
at home in Hamburg. A reporter once asked John
Lennon, “What was it like growing up in Liverpool?”
He replied, “I didn’t grow up in Liverpool, I grew up
in Hamburg.”

A Commemoration of a Hamburg Legend
Such is John Lennon’s influence and popularity,
both for his music and political ideologies, there
are memorials that pay homage to him around
the world. Notably, John Lennon’s hometown of
Liverpool renamed its airport after him. There is
a sculpture in the John Lennon Park in Havana,
Cuba, and the Imagine Peace Tower in Reykjavik,
Iceland, is an artwork conceived by his late wife,
Yoko Ono, in his memory.
Although the Beatles-Platz at St. Pauli on Grosse
Freiheit celebrates The Beatles as a band, there
isn’t yet a permanent memorial to John Lennon.
It would be a fitting tribute to the man who is so
closely tied to Hamburg to be fondly remembered
with a timeless statue symbolising peace, love and
tolerance in a prominent position in the city.

legend lives on to this day.
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?

Why
Now

In 2016, amid a backdrop of war and turmoil,
unspeakable acts of violence and atrocities of
terrorism, John Lennon’s aspirations for peace
should resonate with the world now more
than ever.
Representing Solidarity in the Face of War and Terror
The John Lennon Peace Project: Hamburg would serve as
a timely reminder of John Lennon’s ideologies and legacy.
It would aim to inspire people not to give up on the idea of
peace, however hopeless it seems when scenes of depravity
are witnessed across the world. It would draw attention to the
promotion of peace by reminding the world of the protests
untaken by John Lennon in the pursuit of world peace,
however unachievable it seemed.

Demonstrating a Commitment to the Plight of Peace
As Hamburg prepares to stage the G20 Summit in July 2017
addressing issues of world peace, and world leaders looks
to how to alleviate hunger, depravity and terror, it is poignant
timing for a pertinent monument to take its place in Hamburg
to immortalise the values of world peace and commemorate
Hamburg’s staging of the globally important G20 Summit.

The John Lennon Peace Project: Hamburg
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The Benefits

for Hamburg

The John Lennon Peace Project: Hamburg will provide the city with a significant
new tourist attraction that offers tangible benefits to tourism and the local
economy. It will celebrate Hamburg’s influence on a worldwide musical and
cultural phenomenon.
A New, Relevant and Popular Tourist Attraction
A striking piece of sculptural artwork for Hamburg builds on the city’s impressive portfolio of cultural
attractions. The art would celebrate Hamburg’s history and its role in creating a world-famous band and pay
particular homage to The Beatles front man, John Lennon. Yet it also looks to the future by encapsulating
John Lennon’s values and aspirations in the peace wheel that he leans on. Such is The Beatles and John
Lennon’s worldwide fame and notoriety, the art would undoubtedly be a piece that residents of Hamburg
and tourists alike would want to witness for themselves and drive increased tourism to the city.

Enhancing Existing Tourism Opportunities
Both domestic and international visitors to Hamburg enjoy Beatles-themed tours to explore the city. A
John Lennon peace statue would be a welcome addition to these tours, adding a poignant moment on
existing tours and offer a chance to consider and reflect on the social values that John Lennon was such
an advocate of. The peace statue will be an opportunity for tourists to take photos to help them remember
their time in Hamburg, next to what will unquestionably become a famous monument in the city, worthy of
travellers’ photo albums.

Economic Benefits to Hamburg Enterprise
Beyond tangible tourism benefits, should Hamburg Marketing GmbH introduce ‘Peace Day’ alongside
the statue — a compelling reason for tourists to visit on a particular day —businesses in Hamburg could
annually benefit from boosted footfall in shops, hotels and restaurants.
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This economic effect would be particularly prominent around the area where the statue is placed, giving
Hamburg Marketing GmbH license to encourage tourism to areas that would most benefit from promotion.
This would be an annual celebration, adding to Hamburg’s calendar of cultural events to drive increased
tourism to the city.

Public Relations Opportunities
The unveiling of a John Lennon bronze would undoubtedly garner media interest, offering the potential for
positive exposure of Hamburg and entice new visitors to the city, but also encourage returning tourists to
see the city’s newest attraction. The initial unveiling of the peace statue would provide an opportunity for a
media event and, thanks to the visual nature of this project, significant potential for a social media strategy
involving Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. The worldwide notoriety of John Lennon memorialised in a
cultural addition to Hamburg contributes to the media appeal to local, national and international press.

Indicating Hamburg’s Commitment to the Pursuance of Peace
A statue of John Lennon makes a bold statement to a world audience that Hamburg takes the notion of
peace seriously. With the G20 Summit being held in Hamburg in July 2017, where world peace and poverty
alleviation will be on the agenda, it is fitting that a John Lennon statue serves as a legacy to this Summit and
Hamburg’s commitment to addressing world problems with positive and progressive actions. Coinciding
the unveiling of the John Lennon statue in coordination with the timing of the G20 Summit will maximise
awareness of the peace statue.

Celebrating Hamburg’s Pride in The Beatles History
Hamburgers are often proud of the influence their city had in making The Beatles the phenomenal success
they became. John Lennon, along with his bandmates, truly made the city his home, first living at the Bambi
cinema before moving to an attic above Top Ten where The Beatles frequently played. Long after the end of
band, their popularity and loyal fan base remains. Such is the timelessness of their music, they continue to
cultivate a new following as their universal appeal lives on and resonates with younger generations.

The John Lennon Peace Project: Hamburg
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The Sculpture
Dressed in his typically casual attire — complete with the signature
round glasses that make him instantly recognisable —
there will be no mistaking, even from afar, that the bronze statue
represents John Lennon.
John Lennon
The sculpture, a life-size bronze of John Lennon, will be created by renowned British artist
Laura Lian. The bronze will capture him in his distinctive relaxed and casual clothing, leaning
on the iconic ‘peace wheel’ that will feature famous lyrics from The Beatles and John
Lennon as a soloist including All You Need is Love, Imagine and Give Peace a Chance.

About Laura Lian
A listed artist known for her portrait sculptures including U2, Paul McCartney, Ella Fitzgerald and the Queen
Mother, alongside memorial plaques and bronze work for major British projects including The Millennium
Bridge in Wiltshire and The Royal Glamorgan Hospital in South Wales. Bernie Ecclestone and Sharon
Osbourne, among other celebrities, are high profile collectors of her work.
Laura Lian has created a small bronze maquette to conceptualise the idea of the John Lennon peace statue.
Of the design, she says,

“The John Lennon peace statue is not so much a memorial of John Lennon but to commemorate his
message of ‘Peace and Love’. I’ve always been inspired by peace makers in the world and John Lennon
was a great speaker for all of us who believe in that message. The more we say it, the more we think
it, and so it will become the world we will live in one day. John Lennon believed that! I find it easy to
capture a likeness and spirit of a person that has personally inspired me in life. John Lennon was an
inspiration to me in my youth. He paved the way out of conventionality and broke the rigid rules of
establishment, and had the courage to speak out for what he believed in — mainly peace.”
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Square Rock Ltd:
Who We Are
Entrepreneurs in Media
Square Rock Ltd is a dynamic Media Group which is headquartered in London and led by Jeremie
Alamazani and Marc Silver, the Group Directors. Under their direction, Square Rock is committed to
delivering high quality, precisely-targeted media strategies and products to a discerning, influential audience.
Square Rock work in several European countries — mainly in the UK, Germany, Switzerland and Belgium —
and across the US and Asia. Expansion plans are under development to enter other markets and continents
in early 2018 as the business continues to grow apace.
The Group is comprised of three divisions:
1. Square Rock Ltd: print publishing, online products and social media
2. Square Images: representing photographs and artists
3. Square Rock Events: exhibitions and conferences
A fourth division, Square Rock Strategies, will be launched at the end of 2017 and will advise corporate
clients and public bodies on communication strategies. Jeremie Alamazani says, “We don’t commit to a
project if we cannot see how to add value and how to generate growth”.

Our Work with The John Lennon NYC Project
The John Lennon NYC Statue Project, aiming to bring a bronze statue commemorating John Lennon to
New York, is co-led and endorsed by a New York’s trial attorney Michael Santo from Duffy & Duffy PLLC.
Mike considers the project a public mission for the city. He comments, “While there are several statues of
John Lennon throughout the world including in the United Kingdom, Peru, Spain and Cuba, none exists in
the city John Lennon chose to live, call home, and where he tragically died. This void must be filled.”
The project is also met with huge public support, with approaching 100,000 followers on the Facebook page
set up to campaign for the commission and positioning of the statue.
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Our Partners

denhaag.com
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Contact Us
Burford Business Centre
Unit 314, 11 Burford Road
Stratford City
London E15 2ST, UK
Email: info@squarerockgroup.com
Web: squarerockgroup.com
Tel: +44 (0) 203 479 8990
Fax: +44 (0) 208 534 9721
Marc Silver
Director
+ 44 (0) 203 479 8988
silver@squarerockgroup.com
Jeremie Alamazani
Director
+44 203 479 8989
director@squarerockgroup.com
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