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Exploring God in creation,
Growing faith in community,
Engaging the world as followers of Christ

Good Earth Village

Staff Alumni:
Save the Date for 2017

2016

A Summer to
Remember
Summer Camp Families

Surpass Goal

Clean water sparked insightful conversation and
passion for change in our campers and families
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GoodEarthVillage.org

WELCOME AMANDA ADAM
Camping & Retreat Intern

THRIVENT ACTION TEAMS
All the Possibilities

KINGDOM COME
Summer 2016 Recap

GOOD GIFTS GALA
Third Annual Special Event

Thank You

To our amazing Summer 2016 staff! We are grateful you have spent your summer
revealing the Kingdom of God among us. Blessings on your school year.

Join the
2017 Summer
Staff Team
Information available online
at GoodEarthVillage.org/
employment

Welcome
Amanda Adam

Thrivent Action
Teams

Thrivent Actions Teams are designed to help our community thrive by connecting faith
and finances to strengthen the places we live, work and worship. As Christians, we’re
called to be good stewards of the gifts God has given.

Intrepid Camping and Retreat Intern,
Amanda Adam, joins the
Good Earth Village staff with valuable
experience in Youth Ministry and Camp.
Amanda has a life-long dedication to
outdoor ministry, beginning as a camper,
working on summer staff as a cabin
counselor and summer leader and now
diving into the full year of non-profit
camp work. She hit the ground running,
taking on big tasks like programming
fall youth blasts, hosting retreats, and
making an impact on future program
plans. Grateful for the opportunity,
Amanda plans to absorb knowledge and
make improvements in her time at
Good Earth Village in preparation for a
career in outdoor ministry.
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Good Earth Village was the grateful
recipient of two Thrivent Action Teams
projects during our May Spring
Work Day.
One team of volunteers used the money
to purchase supplies to prepare our
Three Crosses worship area. The second
team purchased supplies for cleaning
up our trails and splitting wood for the
summer. The day was filled with joyful
service work.
Thrivent Action Team dollars can also be
used as seed money to hold fundraising
events. Consider a pancake breakfast,
to have the proceeds go to camperships
that ensure youth who want to come to
camp have the opportunity.
If you want to make an immediate impact
on a cause you care about, Thrivent
has made applying for a Thrivent Action
Team easy.
• Apply to lead your volunteer team in a
one-time fundraiser, service
activity or educational event that can be
completed within 90 days.
Fundraiser

• Once your project is approved, you’ll
receive a Thrivent Action Kit that includes
a $250 Community Impact Card that
you can use as seed money to purchase
project supplies and create promotional
materials.
For more information about how you can
get involved in Thrivent Action Teams go
to: https://www.thrivent.com/makinga-difference/living-generously/thriventaction-teams/ or call a representative at
800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent Action
Team” to get started.

Educational
Event

Service
Project

www.GoodEarthVillage.org
www.GoodEarthVillage.org

Alumni Update
and Save the Date

From business
meetings to special
occasions and groups
of 10-100 Good Earth
Village is the place for
your next event.

Good Earth Village
Welcomes You
Beautiful spaces are ready to be filled with lasting memories.
As the Fall season ramps up at Good
Earth Village, reservations are filling the
calendar. Lodging and meeting options
range from elegant to practical, and
enormous to cozy. Would your family
rough it in a log cabin, or gather in the
Lodge with a restroom in each guest
room? Would your meeting overlook the
scenic valley, or get to business over
lunch? Is your youth group ready to file
into bunk beds for a weekend of
thoughtful ministry?
Good Earth Village has great options
for your gathering, which are currently
expanding. This will be the first winter
for beautiful, plumbed, heated storefront cabins in the Good Earth Village
Old Town. You can be among the first
to see Old Town in the snow from a
cozy winter cottage!

Summer
Mission Project

On a beautiful evening in August,
generations of Alumni of the
Good Earth Village Staff gathered in
Old Town. Over a picnic dinner, stories
were shared, memories revisited, and
Alumni were given an inside look at
the direction of GEV. Goodbyes were
said to the beloved Wells Fargo, and
new cabins were welcomed to the fold.

Then, after dark, the
faithful crew gathered
around the Old Town
fire ring to worship with
joy and serenity in this
sacred space.
Good Earth Village and the Staff Alumni
have reserved August 18-20, 2017 as
an Alumni Weekend. Plans are in the
works, but you can bet your favorite
camp song or game will be there,
amazing people will surround you,
camp will engage you, and the Spirit
will fill you. Mark the weekend on your
calendar, then find each of your Alumni
friends, and mark it on their calendar!

A community of people will receive clean water from
a new well through ELCA Good Gifts thanks to our
Good Earth Village summer camp community.

Thanks to our 2015-2016 Camping and Retreat Intern,
Sarah Krolak, our campers spent the summer learning about
water access, and experiencing a hands-on water walk to
simulate the distance families, women or children have to
walk to get clean water. The conversations talked through
challenging decisions like how you would use your limited
clean water if you had to chose between drinking, cooking or
clean uniforms for school. Thanks to everyone who helped
contribute to surpassing our $2,500.00 goal!
The mission project is not the only reason we’re thankful for
Sarah! We are grateful for her helping hands throughout the
entire year. Sarah spent time learning about the second
season of a summer camp, welcoming and hosting many
groups of people on site, and helping us share the mission
of Good Earth Village.

Explore.
Grow.
Engage.
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Kingdom
Come

Summer 2016

Everywhere and everyone, everywhere and everyone, the answers echoed throughout all ages
of campers this summer. How would you describe the Kingdom of God? Who belongs to the
Kingdom of God? If you could hear them, you’d know they wrestle with, question, wonder,
and know it to be true.

“I was very impressed with all
of your counselors, they were
clearly caring and well trained.”
- 2016 Camper Parent

During a camper’s time at Good Earth Village, they experience glimmer after
glimmer of the Kingdom of God. They experience the acceptance, the belonging, the
vulnerability, and the love. Of course, you won’t see “vulnerability time” or “acceptance
hour” on the schedule after a hike. It’s community life, swimming, playing, and learning
under the guidance of a passionate young adult mentor.
The foundation of our learning began with developing common language and common
understanding of what the Kingdom of God is. Counselors led conversations sifting through
Earthly Kingdoms and the Kingdom of God, while leaving plenty of room for mystery. Once
the foundation was laid, then came the invitation. All of creation, our neighbors and
ourselves belong to the Kingdom of God. Campers came and heard the message that
they are in, they belong, and there is nothing they can do to lose that.
This love and grace causes us to see the world differently. We called this our Kingdom View,
the fact that we see both injustice and hope. Our staff shared what injustices they see and are
passionate about and our campers continually impressed us with their generous hearts and
care for one another. We dove into prayer and asked for God’s Kingdom to Come and be here
with us now. Campers identified action steps that aligned with their God given gifts
to be part of revealing God’s Kingdom.

“She had fun every day and
is still singing the songs she
learned!”
- 2016 Village Kids Parent

After closing worship on Friday afternoon, one of our camper parents said “This is the only
camp I could send my kids to who would say everyone belongs to the Kingdom of God and
isn’t trying to keep anyone out.” Week after week we experience this to be true in our
campers as they come from every background, with every story, and every uniqueness.
Everywhere and everyone is welcome.

“Thank you for making
our children’s first camp
experience a positive
and wonderful one!”
- 2016 Settlers Parent
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“

This love and
grace causes us
to see the world
differently. We
called this our
Kingdom View,
the fact that we
see both injustice
and hope.”
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Honorariums & Memorials

The following are gifts given in honor or memory of friends and loved ones by our generous benefactors from April 2016 through August 2016.

Honorariums
Hannah Miller and Eric Vogel
Gretchen Bachman

Jeff Heusinkveld
Jerry and Marlene Rollie
Dean and Cheryl Schumacher

Elaine Peterson
Orville and Irene Goskeson
Rachael Rodriqes
Orville and Irene Goskeson

Memorials

Ervin Himmerich
Orville and Irene Goskeson

Evelyn Anderson
Tom and Sue Fowler

Howard Hugum
Orville and Irene Goskeson

Thomas Boughton
Paul and Bernice Stender

Elwood Jensen
Orville and Irene Goskeson

Carl Branstad
Orville and Irene Goskeson

Dylan Johnson
Paul and Bernice Stender

Conrad Brekke
Jack and Ruth Friedli
Harvey and Betty Holtan
Steve and Dee Soiney

Dale Keyt
Paul and Karen Forde

Aleda Schwier
Raymond and Mildred Grabau
Roland and Rita Kohlmeyer

Al Knudson
JoAnn Mulch Bosshart

Erlis Siem
Orville and Irene Goskeson

Nancy Brooks
Harvey and Betty Holtan

Lavera Larson
Dallas and Caroline Groten

Roy Springborg
Orville and Irene Goskeson

Bernadette Clark
Orville and Irene Goskeson

Lucille Larson
Karen McGill

Rodger Dahl
Orville and Irene Goskeson

Laverne Martin
Karen McGill

Helga Tjepkes
Raymond and Mildred Grabau
Jerry and Marlene Rollie

Bernice Drury
Lyle and Marilyn Affeldt
Doug and Lois Emerson
Joanne Flom
Flora Grabau
Raymond and Mildred Grabau
Jerilyn Grooters
Steven and Jane Nesseth
Steve and Mary Ann Schultz

Pat McNab
Charlott and Don Wilhelm

Margaret Guildner
Orville and Irene Goskeson
Arvis Gunderson
Stan and Alice Jensen
Chris and Cathy Roser
Dora May Hallum
Steve and Dee Soiney
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Roger Mensink
Raymond and Mildred Grabau
Keith Miller
David and JoAnn Sorensen
Micki Miller
David and JoAnn Sorensen
Ray Monson
Paul and Cindy Hamlin
Lowell Olson
Charlott and Don Wilhelm
Helen Pearson
Orville and Irene Goskeson

Richard Ryman
Carol Ryman
Donna Schmidt
Debbie and Ernie Moeller
John Schultz
Orville and Irene Goskeson

Lloyd Van
Orville and Irene Goskeson
Gordon (Gordy) Vicker
Harvey and Betty Holtan
John Waalkens
Orville and Irene Goskeson
JoAnn Wangan-Fink
Orville and Irene Goskeson
Agnes Waters
Karen McGill
Dean Williamschen
Orville and Irene Goskeson
Maxine Winslow
Raymond and Mildred Grabau
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3rd Annual

Good Gifts Gala
We joyfully request your attendance at
the 3rd Annual Good Gifts Gala on
Thursday, October 20 at 5:30 p.m.
at the Rochester Golf and Country
Club. The semi-formal Gala is the
primary fundraising event to support
programs at Good Earth Village. The
event grew out of the traditional quilt
auction. We have kept the beauty of the
donated quilts and added other items
like experiential packages and a mixture
of decorative and useful pieces for the
home or business. Featured will be a
plated dinner, live entertainment, and a
whole lot of spirit and fun in support of
your outdoor ministry.
We are excited to welcome Fox 47 as our
media partner this year – so watch for
the commercial they are producing for
us. Last year we raised $59,000 in
support of programs.

Welcome Judi

We welcome Judi Markowski, with
her bright spirit and joy, to the
Good Earth Village team serving our
mission with her gifts of housekeeping.

Every dollar raised helps provide
programs – including summer camp!
– thanks to our event sponsors: F&M
Community Bank (Silver), The Printers
(Bronze), Bremer Bank (Bronze),
Samaritan Bethany (Bronze), and
Sunshine Foods (Bronze). Additional
event sponsors are welcome. Over 83%
of summer camp attendees received
some form of subsidy from 30-100%
during the summer 2016 season.
We would love to see you there as part
of the excitement. For information about
sponsoring and hosting a table or to
purchase individual tickets for the event
visit: GoodEarthVillage.org/gala or
call (507) 346-2494.

GoodEarthVillage.org/wishlist

Visit our online wishlist for more details and up-to-date needs.

Make a Gift &
Make a Difference
The Good Earth Village Wishlist is a
tangible way to support the ministry of
exploring God in creation, growing faith
in community, and engaging the world as
followers of Christ. We are thankful for
the generous support of this community
and the opportunities we are able to
offer with each donation. Campers form
friendships around making
bracelets, memories by sleeping in a
tent, and confidence by taking a canoe
trip in the safety of a well-fitting
lifejacket. Will you help give the gifts of
friendship, memories and confidence?

- High Top Round Folding Table
- Snow Shoes (Youth & Adult)
- Hammocks
- Four (or more) Person Tents
- AED Defibrillator
- Life jackets
- Embroidery Floss
- Plastic Lacing Cord
- Glue, Markers, Scissors, Tape
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Fall Youth Blast

Beer & Hymns

Couples Retreat

Youth Blasts are fun and energy-filled
retreats, staffed by our summer counselors,
where youth have the opportunity to hike,
play games, trek into faith with their small
groups, and enjoy connecting with one
another in a community centered around
learning and growing as Christian leaders
who will change the world.

Lift your voice in rowdy praise at
Beer & Hymns. Grab a table and join us
as we eat and drink together. We’ll bring
the songbook, you bring a friend! We
welcome those with and without church
homes in this spirit-filled evening, as we
turn a pub into holy space.

Steal away some time for just the two of
you. Join us at Good Earth Village for an
enriching Couples Retreat with brilliant
facilitator Karen Stevenson, LICSW, MSW,
MDiv.- Your relationship will be enriched by
time in practical conversation, quiet
reflection, sitting by the fireplace, and
engaging in dialogue.

October 7th-8th (Grades 3-6)
November 4th-5th (Grades 3-6)
November 11th-12th (Grades 6-8)

November 22nd (Albert Lea)
December 6th (Harmony)

[Musicians welcome in the pick-up band!]

February 3rd-5th at
Good Earth Village

