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State of the City 2017
BY TOM FROMME, CITY MANAGER

As we enter 2017, it is time to celebrate the accomplishments of
2016 and to report on the current State of the City. The last ten
years have been exciting, and the past year is no exception. We
have experienced a tremendous
amount of new developments
and new job creation. Much
of this success has been due to
stable leadership, which allows
us to stay focused on long-term
goals.
I am pleased to report the City is
in reasonably good shape from
an infrastructure and financial
point of view. Due to the continuing commitment of the Mayor
and Board of Commissioners, we have invested heavily on infrastructure repairs during the past six years. On the financial
side, we have been very frugal and spent money wisely. In 2016,
we invested approximately $1.4 million in capital improvements,
which included $700,000 on street repairs.
In the foreseeable future, we anticipate several new developments. Many of these are a mixed use of residential and commercial. There are also some developments, such as an office building and the long awaited OVATION Project that we are steadily
working toward.
There are many other opportunities that will be presented. The
Route 9 Corridor will spur new development, including residential. The departure of the Baptist Convalescent Center, while creating a short-term loss of payroll, will allow us to redevelop that
area in a way that will benefit the surrounding neighborhood. In
the past, we have stated that if economic conditions would stay
favorable, we would project the total value of developments to
exceed one billion dollars over the next ten years. Nothing at this
point causes us to waiver from that forecast.
While we have been successful in attracting new developments,
we still face many challenges as we move into the future. We are
dealing with an aged infrastructure that requires a significant
amount of maintenance and repair. There has already been a
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considerable amount of money spent, but this must continue on
a lasting basis. During the next few years, we anticipate spending
several million dollars on infrastructure-related projects.
Some of the other maintenance issues that we deal with on an
ongoing basis include: street sweeping, snow removal, handicap sidewalk ramps, sidewalks, trees, flood wall and gates, street
signs and markings, Municipal Complex, City owned property
and equipment. Other challenges include improving the quality
of housing within some neighborhoods, improving the City revenue stream and keeping up with changing technology. Perhaps
the most political challenge, for Newport and for surrounding
cities, is addressing the delivery of public services to our residents. The cost of service delivery keeps growing, mainly due to
increasing personnel costs. These costs make up a considerable
amount of our annual budget. With many cities having their own
Police, Fire and Public Works Departments, consolidation of
these services must be examined and potentially implemented.
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Blaze and Paula
BY PETER LLOYD

This is a new series that profiles dogs and their human companions
who frequent the Newport Dog Park. If you would like to see your
four-legged friend here or want to recommend another pup and
pal, please let us know at newportdogpark@gmail.com.
About three years
ago on one of the
coldest December
days, Paula Brandon
saw a photo of an
emaciated, skeletallooking dog on
a
rescue
site’s
Facebook page.
The
organization
was not going to
take him, and a kind
woman offered to
drive to the remote
Kentucky location
right after an ice
storm to pick him up, if someone would agree to foster him. “I
volunteered to take him in,” Paula explains. “The woman’s sons
took part in the rescue team, and they named him Blaze as they
drove him to my home here in the East Row.“
Blaze’s legs weren’t working well as he crawled in the door
smelling like a barn. Inside he lunged hungrily at a bag of bird
seed and later, a box of crayons. “That evening,” says Paula, “he
lay on a dog bed next to our Christmas tree and watched TV.”

Paula had to learn about caring for a dog in such poor condition.
He came with heartworm and other troubles. Now healthy and
happy, five-year-old Blaze enjoys the dog park, where he loves to
run alongside the other dogs and approach every human to get
them to pet him.
Blaze and Paula also love walking around the neighborhood.
And Blaze loves to sit at his front window barking at squirrels,
cats, and other dogs. A Great Pyrenees, bluetick, coonhound
mix, Blaze thinks he is a small dog and tries to sit on people’s laps.
At 110 pounds, that can be painful for some people.
Paula describes Blaze as the canine version of The Dude in The
Big Lebowski. He’s very laid-back. On the other hand, when he
does get excited, like most dogs, Blaze barks. “I’d love it if Blaze
would bark less,” Paula reports. “We’re working on that.”
“I’ve met a lot of nice people at our dog park.” Paula says, “People
from well beyond the East Row. It’s popular with downtown and
OTR residents, too. Our neighborhood has many assets that
show off what the East Row is all about, and our dog park is at
the top of my list.”

NBA Annual Meeting
BY BEV HOLIDAY

The Newport Business Association will be hosting its Annual
Awards and Election of Officers and Board Members meeting
on Wednesday, February 22,
from 6-8pm at The Newport
Syndicate
/
Gangster’s
Dueling Piano Bar.
Presentation
of
2016
Awards
Community Leadership
Volunteer of the Year
Business of the Year
New Business of the Year
Admission is free for NBA members and $10 for non-members.
There will be complimentary hors d’oeuvres and a cash bar.
Please RSVP by Friday, February 17, to Bev Holiday at bholiday@
newportky.gov.

Music on the Avenue
BY THEO BALDWIN

St. John United Church of Christ (520 Fairfield Ave. in Bellevue)
is pleased to present its 18th annual Music on the Avenue, a free
concert series of classical, jazz, and popular music. The 2017
series is scheduled for five Fridays at 8 pm, February 3 to March
3. Accessible entrance and free parking available.
We open on February 3 with the Cincinnati Children’s Choir
performing songs from around the world, followed by an opening
night celebration.
We continue on February
10 with local favorite Nancy
James singing a tribute
concert to Rosemary
Clooney.
On February 17, we
welcome Rod Stucky and Chris Wilke performing classical music
for Baroque guitar and lute.
On February 24, we welcome back the Phillips-Hofeldt Piano Trio
(piano, violin, cello) performing classical music of Mendelssohn
& Dvorak.
Finally, on March 3, the No Promises Vocal Band a cappella
group closes the series with jazz, Motown, and pop favorites.
For more information, visit Facebook.com/MusicOnTheAvenue
or StJohnChurch.net/MOTA or contact us at 859-261-2066 or
MOTA@StJohnChurch.net.

As an East Row resident, I love helping
neighbors find buyers for our special
community. I make it my business to
showcase homes to buyers. When you
think of Real Estate, please reach out
to me! Clint Copenhaver

Clint Copenhaver
Sales Vice President
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RobinsonSIR.com

Real Estate is Cheaper in
the Winter!

State of the City 2017

BY CLINT COPENHAVER, SALES VICE PRESIDENT
ROBINSON SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY
Home-sale prices typically peak during the summer, begin
dropping in the fall, and are lowest in the winter. This is the
conclusion of a study done by NerdWallet, a personal finance
website. They analyzed listings and sales over the past two years
in the 50 largest metro areas using data from Realtor.com.
They found that home-sale prices tend to peak in June and July.
Buyers will find the
most inventory or
home choices during
those months, but
there is also more
competition from
other buyers. In
winter, sale prices
drop, on average,
nearly 3 percent
– a fall of $8,300
nationally. January
had the lowest sale prices in 29 of the 50 metro areas analyzed.
February had the cheapest in 19 areas. March begins the cycle
again with incremental price increases.
Where prices drop the most
The Hartford Connecticut metro area experienced the largest
drop in price from summer to fall at 8.2%. The Cleveland metro
area had the second-largest drop at 8.0%, and the Birmingham,
Alabama metro area came in third with a 7.6% drop in price.
Prices in the Cincinnati, Northern Kentucky metro area typically
fall by over $7,000 in January and February. That’s a 5% decline.
Regionally, Columbus metro list prices drop an average of $9,000
or 5%. Indianapolis area prices drop $7,730 or 5%. The Louisville
metro area has seen price reductions of $11,800 or 7% in the
winter.
There are numerous dynamics that prevent searching for and
buying a home in the first quarter of the year. However, buying at
this time of year can result in substantial savings.
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downturn. Revenue from payroll tax is greatly reduced, while
property tax revenue remains relatively stable when a downturn
occurs.
For many years, the City focused on reducing property tax. In
retrospect, this had the effect of negatively impacting our revenue
stream. Over the past ten years, we have struggled with raising
property tax revenue. Due to the Great Recession, the Commission has been sensitive to the impact on homeowners and oftentimes has foregone tax increases on property. At some point, the
imbalance between property tax revenue and payroll tax revenue
must be addressed. Ideally, the revenue from property tax could
make up 25% of our General Fund Revenues.
We ended 2016 with a General Fund Cash Balance of
$1,719,469.95. During the current Fiscal Year, we anticipate
spending several hundred thousand dollars in street repairs. A
list of streets, scheduled for work, will be posted on the City website at www.newportky.gov.
Other capital improvements for the year include mast arm replacement at several intersections, rebuilding the intersection at
Third and Washington, slippage repairs on Grandview Avenue,
infrastructure improvements along Monmouth Street, and aesthetic improvements to the Route 9 traffic circles. We continue to
operate with a very small efficient staff and make every effort to
provide a high quality of service in a cost-effective manner.
Our goals include: further redevelopment residential and commercial; working on quality of life issues—such as parks and recreation and maintaining a safe walkable community.
From a fiscal perspective, we continue working on growing revenues; keeping our expenses reasonable, continue reducing and
eliminating the use of Tax Anticipation Notes (TAN), reduction
of debt service and the implementation of new financial software.
Great things are happening in Newport! Thanks for your efforts
to continue to make Newport a great place to live, work, shop
and play!
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