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Rep. Dennis Keene Files Bill to Assist Urban Development
House Democratic Caucus Chairman, Representative Dennis
Keene has filed House Bill 518 legislation to create a state tax
credit for the rehabilitation of abandoned buildings and blighted
properties. This is a first step in Keene’s multi-faceted plan to
spur economic development and job growth, particularly in
urban areas of Kentucky.
“Despite a strong economic recovery, we still have pockets of
urban poverty and lack of opportunity that need to be addressed,”
said Rep. Keene. “Some of the conditions that impede economic
development in Kentucky’s cities relate to blighted, abandoned
properties and brownfields needing environmental remediation.”
The bill would create a tax credit equal to the costs of rehabilitating
abandoned buildings, with minimum qualifying costs of $100,000
or $200,000, depending on the population of the county in which

the building site is located. Building sites located in urban county
governments, in cities with a population of 100,000 or more, or
in unincorporated areas of a county with a population of 100,000
or more would require qualifying costs of $200,000. All other
building sites would require costs of $100,000.
The tax credit is capped at $500,000, earned in the year the site
is completed and taken in equal installments over the next five
taxable years. It is also transferable if the party rehabilitating the
site sells the property.
HB 518 includes an additional feature allowing a taxpayer
qualifying for the rehabilitation tax credit to potentially receive
advance disbursement of incentives authorized under the
Kentucky Business Incentives program in KRS 154.32.

Newport Dog Park Spring
Cleaning

2017-2018 East Row Historic
Foundation Board Elections

Spring is already here it seems! We will be meeting on Sunday,
March 26 from 10AM to 1PM to
give the Dog Park a little sprucing
up for the season. The goals are
to clean up litter and other little
gifts left from our furry friends,
fill in holes from digging, remove
any wayward branches and
possibly spread a little grass seed
and mulch. The fountain will
be repaired and turned back on
soon, too! Bring your own gloves
and we will provide trash bags. We hope all of the park-lovers
will join us in our efforts to keep the space looking great.

At the March meeting, the Nominating Committee put forth
the current board as the slate of candidates to be voted on at the
April meeting on Tuesday, April 4th.

Street Cleaning Begins
Street Cleaning returns in March, weather permitting. Please
check the signs posted on the poles for your designated
week and day. The purpose of street cleaning is to keep our
neighborhood streets looking nice and clean.

Other topics from the meeting that were discussed included:
• A call for volunteers for the 2017 Trash Bash. See Emily
Carabello for more details.
• The ERHF is a
Nominated Slate for 2017-2018
registered non-profit
Board of Directors
with Amazon Smile
Chair:
and Kroger Community
Jason
Ayers
Rewards. Neighbors are
Chair@EastRow.org
encouraged to sign up if
Secretary:
not already supporting
Heidi Fausz
another charity.
Treasurer:
• The East Row Garden
Beth Owens
Club is seeking
Gateway Representative:
volunteers for this year’s
David Fausz
Garden Walk. Contact
Mansion Hill Representative:
Jeanette Rosing if you
Angela Siddall
are interested.

Max, Miranda and Matt

trying to find them a home. No luck. So each of them adopted
one pup. Matt named his new pal Max.

This is a series that profiles dogs and their human companions who
frequent the Newport Dog Park. If you would like to see your fourlegged friend here or want to recommend another pup and pal,
please let us know at newportdogpark@gmail.com.

Today five-year-old Max is a medium-size, male, spaniel mix. His
favorite trick is plopping himself on Matt’s face. Otherwise, Matt
considers Max a very considerate dog.

BY PETER LLOYD

love with one yet.

Max and Matt met
five years ago on
Thanksgiving Day.
Matt
Shephard
and his fiancée,
Miranda Combs,
were sitting outside
at her grandfather’s
place in London,
Kentucky, enjoying
the warm weather
and talking about
getting a dog from
local breeders. They
had already visited
with a few dogs, but
had not fallen in

Their conversation was interrupted by the sound of crying from
beneath Miranda’s grandfather’s truck. A minute later a puppy
came out from under the truck, tail between its legs, seeking
comfort. Then another followed.
Miranda and Matt took both puppies in and cared for them
overnight, then walked around the neighborhood the next day

You’ll find Max and Matt walking around Newport and visiting
the dog park, especially on warm days when Matt can enjoy a
shaded bench, while Max goes absolutely nuts chasing tennis
balls, rubbing his face on anything and everything, and lying on
his back for chest and belly rubs. He gets very jealous, though,
when any other pup gets attention.
Both love the dog park, especially the fountain in the summer,
when Max and other dogs can use it as a shower. Max also loves
the freedom to run free while inside its fences. Matt and Miranda
love knowing their four-legged friend can’t run away.

NBA Monthly Meeting
BY BEV HOLIDAY

The
Newport
Business
Association (NBA) will be
discussing “The Economic
Impact of Tourism in the
Northern Kentucky and
Greater Cincinnati Region”
by Eric Summe and Julie
Kirkpatrick from meetNKY/
NKY Convention & Visitors
Bureau on Wednesday, March 29th at 8:00am at the Aloft Hotel
at Newport on the Levee. A tour of Aloft will follow. The meeting
is free and open to the public.

Trailhead Coffee
BY JOHN GILLIAM

Near the corner of 7th and Monmouth is Trailhead Coffee, a
hole-in-the-wall spot, at least on warm days when the ride-up
picture window is open. It has been part of Reser Bicycle for the
last two years. Joe is now gone. We all miss him, but now it is
Sam’s turn and she is a lot
of fun. She has already
made a few changes.
Donuts from Bernhard’s
are no longer available,
so now it is Holtman’s
Donuts from OTR. The
other day I ordered a Lil’s
Bagel (also new). Much to my delight, East Row Secretary Heidi
Fausz soon came in to get a bagel and I got to tell her I had just
eaten the last one.
My triumph was short-lived. I was sitting with my neighbor James
Englert who can talk the talk about almost anything. First it was
coffee, then bicycles, bread, yeast and finally oatmeal, another
new item. James thought Dorsel’s Pinhead Oatmeal would be a
good choice. As he explained, it was originally made right here in
Newport at 11th and Monmouth. And I, who supposedly knew a
thing or two about Newport history, had never heard of it.
Trailhead is now open seven days a week. Sam is there most
of the time. She will be glad to see you. She can even tell about
Thursdays and Sixteen Brick bread which I forgot to mention.
Jason Reser opened up Reser Bicycle up the street about 15
years ago. He has also worked tirelessly as a biking advocate. In
November he was elected to the Park Hills City Council. Stop in
at the shop. They will be glad to fix up your old bike or sell you
a new one.

Before You Renovate...

Before making changes to the exterior of your home, it’s
important to consult the city’s Historic Preservation Officer,
Scott Clark (859-655-6347, sclark@newportky.gov), to ensure
the work conforms to the historic guidelines. It is also necessary
to display a permit that shows the work has been approved.
As an East Row resident, I love helping
neighbors find buyers for our special
community. I make it my business to
showcase homes to buyers. When you
think of Real Estate, please reach out
to me! Clint Copenhaver

Clint Copenhaver
Sales Vice President

513.379.3467
RobinsonSIR.com

Newport School District Hosts Interactive Simulation
Connecting Teachers and Staff to Realities of Poverty
BY KELLY GRAYSON

More than 200 Newport teachers and staff experienced in realtime simulation the many barriers that exist for students and

families living in poverty as part of the District’s February PLC.
With 1 out of 7 students considered homeless and nearly 91% of the
district’s 1600 students considered economically disadvantaged,
the district took the entire day to host a simulation intended to
shed a powerful light on poverty.
It is our responsibility as a community to help remove the
misperceptions about individuals and families who live in
poverty. The hardships that our students and their families face
on a daily basis are a reality overlooked by many. These hardships
range from inadequate to no income, loss of jobs, children with
learning or physical disabilities, language barriers – the list goes
on.
The Interactive Poverty Simulation provided the Newport
teachers and staff an opportunity to walk in the shoes and feel
the stresses one feels when facing poverty. It gave us a hands-
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on perspective into the challenges that some of our students and
their families are experiencing
In the simulation, more than 25 volunteer workers along with the
teachers and staff assumed the roles of 30 different families facing
poverty. Some families were newly unemployed, some were
recently deserted by the breadwinner, some were homeless and
others were recipients of assistance for needy families, either with
or without additional earned income. Other families consisted
of senior citizens receiving disability or retirement or were
grandparents raising their grandchildren. The task for each family
was to provide for basic necessities and shelter during the course
of four “18-minute weeks.” The tasks came with complications
for several of the
families
creating
new
frustrations
and added stress to
their already poverty
ridden world.
“The conversations,
frustrations
and
reality of what it
means to be a family
living in poverty
has been given a
deeper appreciation
among
those
who
participated,
including
myself,”
explained
Kelly
M i d d l e t o n ,
Superintendent
of
Newport
Schools.
“Walking in the shoes or our students and parents will enable
teachers to formulate a more empathic attitude toward their
students and what they are experiencing outside of school. It’s
important that we build strong relationships with these students
so they will be successful.”
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