V

The

OICE

August 2017
Submissions for the September issue are due
8/25 to voice@eastrow.org.
To subscribe to the East Row List Serv, email
east_row-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.

Dates to Remember
York St. Historic Distr. Meeting
New Neighbor Party
3rd Annual Trash Bash Challenge
NBA Monthly Meeting

08/07
08/17
08/27
08/30
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Sign Up for the 3rd Annual
Trash Bash Challenge Aug. 27
BY THE ERHF BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE
Help make Newport more beautiful! Don’t miss the 3rd Annual
spirited trash-collection competition, followed by a celebration
with prizes, and a chance to eat, drink, and be merry with your
fellow Newportians.
Create teams of 4 and sign up to compete for a chance to win
trophies and prizes from local businesses throughout Newport
and Northern Kentucky. Last year’s event saw more than 100
people picking up nearly a ton of trash.

Sign Up to Get the Voice in Your Inbox
BY CAITLIN AYERS, EDITOR
Hi neighbors! Starting last month, we discontinued home delivery
of this newsletter so that we can focus our efforts on getting the
Voice to you in the most timely and convenient way possible. To
that end, you can now get the Voice delivered straight to your
inbox each month. To sign up, go to eastrow.org/the-voice or
email me at voice@eastrow.org.
And don’t forget, if you still love having a paper copy, you can
pick one up at any of these spots:
•
Campbell County Public Library (901 E. 6th)
•
Carabello Coffee (107 E. 9th)

•
Newberry Bros. Coffee (530 Washington)
•
Newport City Building (998 Monmouth)
•
St. John’s Church (415 Park)
•
Trailhead Coffee (inside Reser Bicycle at 648 Monmouth)
•
The Sanctuary (417 E. 6th, on the first Tuesday of each
month at 7 pm at the ERHF meetings)
As a reminder, all current and past issues are always available on
eastrow.org/the-voice. New issues are also posted on the East Row
Facebook page (facebook.com/EastRowHistoricFoundation).
Feel free to email me with questions, comments, or suggestions
at voice@eastrow.org.

York Street Local Historic District to Hold Its First Meeting
BY SCOTT CLARK, HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER
The York Street Local Historic District was approved by the
Newport Board of Commissioners on December 12, 2016. There
will be an informal meeting, open to the public, on Monday,
August 7, at 7 pm at Studio 821 (821 York Street) to discuss the
benefits and advantages of living within a local historic district.
The City of Newport prides itself on its historic assets. These
resources are valuable to the community and help make our city
a desirable destination to live, work, shop, and play.

Highlights from the July 24th Commissioner’s Meeting
By TOM FROMME, CITY MANAGER
Municipal Road Aid Program Funds: $304,500 will be
distributed to the city from the state, based on a calculation
and allocation of gas tax income. These funds will be used
for road improvements such as resurfacing, rehabilitation,
reconstruction, maintenance, snow removal, street cleaning, and
other transportation-related activities.
Monmouth Street Streetscape: This project includes
replacement of post-top and pendant lighting with LED lights,
and improvements to the existing pavers, as a later phase. This
project is being paid from the city’s Community Development /
CDBG program income funds. Newport-based Baynum Painting
was selected as the project painter.
Road Refurbishing and Surfacing: Road refurbishing and
surfacing work will begin soon on the following streets: portions
of Columbia Street (from Fourth to Eighth Streets), Ninth Street
(from Columbia to Lowell), Linden (from Nelson to Sixth),
McHenry and Clifton, and the access road to Grand Towers
(from Churchill to new pavement). Drive safe and watch for the
work crews.
Community Development Block Grant Facilitates
Rehabilitation on the Westside: Newport Millennium Housing
Corporation will begin rehabilitation on four existing singlefamily properties and construction of one new single-family
home. Properties proposed for rehabilitation are 224 West
10th Street, 712 Columbia Street, 910 Columbia Street, and 934
Columbia Street. The new home will be located at 925 Columbia
Street. The Housing Authority is currently rehabbing three

cottages (Newport’s version of Tiny Houses) on Forest between
Washington and Saratoga and a cottage at 1042 Washington. If
you know of anyone looking for a starter house or downsizing,
visit neighborhoodfoundations.com for details.

NBA August Meeting
BY BEV HOLIDAY, NBA VICE PRESIDENT
City
Manager
Tom
Fromme will present a
“City of Newport Update”
at the Newport Business
Association (NBA) luncheon
meeting on Wednesday,
August 30, on a BB Riverboat
(which will remain dockside)
at 101 Riverboat Row.
Time:
11:30 am – 12 pm: Networking
12 pm – 1 pm: Luncheon, presentation, and discussion
Registration is $15 per person for NBA members and $20 for
non-members. To register, mail your name, address, phone
number, email address, and payment (payable to Newport
Business Association) to: NBA, PO BOX 843, Newport KY
41072. Registrations must be received by Friday, August 25.
If you are attending and have questions or topics you would like
the City Manager to address, please send them to bholiday@
newportky.gov by Friday, August 25.

NHS Honored for Career Readiness
Newport High School is one of just 24 schools in Kentucky
that have been recognized for their students’ high achievement
in attaining Career Readiness by the Kentucky Association for
Career and Technical Education (KACTE).
Newport High School was honored under criteria established last
year by the Kentucky Office of Career and Technical Education
for the number of graduates who reached Career Readiness and
who were enrolled in Career and Technical Education (CTE)
programs.
“Our main job as educators is to prepare our kids for their
futures,” said Newport Independent Schools Superintendent
Kelly Middleton. “Career Readiness is important because we
know that our graduates are prepared for the careers, jobs and
opportunities that await them in the future. We are grateful and
humbled by this award and are honored to be recognized for our
education excellence.”
KACTE is the only professional association in Kentucky whose
mission is to support all Career and Technical Education
programs both statewide and with the federal government.
Data released last year by the Kentucky Department of Education
confirms the Newport Schools’ success in preparing graduates for
career readiness. Newport High School’s college-career readiness
vaulted from 42.3 percent in 2012-13 to 75.5 percent in 2015-16.
“So much of the credit goes to our teachers,” Middleton said.
“They focus on building relationships with our kids, going
out and meeting the parents and students in their homes and
neighborhoods, and getting to know everything they can about
their students.”

LIVE KARAOKE FOR BABY BOOMERS
Gather 'round your campfire or living room for a
singalong of your favorite songs led by Peter Lloyd.
Songbooks, kazoos, and instruments provided.
Visit boomaroke.com or call 859-802-7360
and bring home the 50s and 60s fun!

The Swiss Chalet on Nelson Place
By CLINT COPENHAVER, EAST ROW RESIDENT AND AGENT
WITH ROBINSON SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY
I recently had the pleasure of discovering the compelling history
of an architecturally unique home in our East Row Historic
District. The residence at 608 Nelson Place was designed by
Lucien Plympton, an architect who was locally active between
the 1880s and 1890s. Plympton was fond of the Swiss Chalet style
and happily promoted the design when and where it suited his
clients.

Other notable features include a carved fascia fronting a lowpitched roof, which is supported by large, carved brackets. A
front balcony with a flat, carved baluster is also present. Like
the best homes of this type, there is also a side bay window with
carved support brackets. The whimsicality of the Swiss Chalet is
why it’s often included in a larger category of architecture known
as “Romantic.”

Upland

Avondale

This home is also intriguing because of the interesting people
who have resided there. It was built for noted Judge John Hodge,
son of General George Baird Hodge (Confederate Army) and
grandson of Newport founder General James Taylor. It was James
Taylor’s brother, Hubbard Taylor, who named the city in honor
of Christopher Newport. Hubbard reached back a long way into
history for the name. As we all know, Christopher Newport was
the captain of the first ship to have brought English settlers to
Jamestown, Virginia. 608 Nelson Place is a unique home with a
long, historic connection to our community.

608 Nelson, Newport KY

As an East Row resident, I love helping
neighbors find buyers for our special
community. I make it my business to
showcase homes to buyers. When you
think of Real Estate, please reach out
to me! Clint Copenhaver

The Swiss Chalet here in the East Row was built in 1896, and is
one of at least four other homes that Plympton designed in this
style. Three other Plymptons are located in Avondale, Covington,
and East Walnut Hills.
608 Nelson has all the criterion of a true Swiss Chalet. Perhaps
the most eye-catching and distinctive feature is the unique
and richly textured wood banding. These wood carvings are a
sprightly benchmark of this style in general, and of this home in
particular.
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