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REPORT ON “CO‐VIOLATIONS” OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND NATURE’S RIGHTS
RELEASED IN PARIS DURING COP21 TALKS
Read the report now at www.earthlawcenter.org
Paris, France—Today, San Francisco Bay Area‐based Earth Law Center (ELC) released a comprehensive report
detailing “co‐violations” of nature’s rights and human rights worldwide. “Co‐violations” occur when
governments, industries, or others violate both the rights of nature and human rights with the same action.
ELC’s groundbreaking report, Fighting for Our Shared Future: Protecting Both Human Rights and Nature’s
Rights, and associated map are being released concurrent with the COP21 climate talks in Paris.
The report examines 100 examples of rights co‐violations worldwide, and it delves into four case studies as
examples: mining for iron ore, copper, and numerous other substances in Lapland, Scandinavia (“Europe’s Last
Wilderness”); release of industrial pollution in Sarnia, Ontario (home to the severely impacted Aamjiwnaang
First Nation); open‐pit copper and gold mining in the magnificent Cordillera del Cóndor, Ecuador (the “Mirador
Mine,” which would devastate local indigenous communities); and the rapid disappearance of the formerly‐
massive Lake Chad in Africa due to over‐diversion and climate change.
As discussed, the natural world has inherent rights to exist, thrive and evolve. Humans do not “give” inherent
rights to nature. Like fundamental human rights, nature’s inherent rights exist because nature exists. However,
our laws ignore these core rights, and we and the Earth are paying an increasingly heavy price for that mistake.
For example, scientists have found that “[w]ithout concrete, immediate actions, it is extremely likely that
Earth’s life‐support systems will be irretrievably damaged by 2050.” Defenders of environmental rights,
however, are being harassed, arrested and even killed for their activities to prevent this damage.
“Across the globe, we injure both people and ecosystems by treating the natural world as property to fuel
mythically infinite economic growth,” states ELC Executive Director Linda Sheehan. “These injuries increasingly
represent simultaneous violations, or ‘co‐violations,’ of human rights and nature’s rights. We must reverse this
trend by evolving our laws and courts to recognize that our well‐being is inextricably linked with the Earth’s.”
Among other conclusions, the report finds that:
 In over half of the cases compiled, the state was implicated as a perpetrator of rights co‐violations, either
alone or with industry. This finding is consistent with United Nations studies.
 Over 60 percent of the co‐violations compiled involved extractive industries and energy production, which
accounted for almost 60 percent of the environmental defender killings reported in these cases.
 The sources of co‐violations are rarely addressed adequately, if they are addressed at all.
 We cannot protect human rights without also addressing the planet’s own right to a healthy climate.
The report also highlights specific solutions, including:
 Adoption at the local, national and international levels of enforceable laws recognizing the inherent rights of
nature, as well as U.N. adoption of the Universal Declaration of the Rights of Mother Earth (UDRME).
 Creation of courts to hear and rule on nature’s rights violations, including co‐violations with human rights,
with swift implementation in the interim of International Rights of Nature Tribunal judgments.
 Establishment of global and national moratoriums on particular sources of co‐violations.
 Provision of emergency protection to at‐risk environmental defenders.
 Adoption of an enforceable international climate change agreement reflecting the right to a healthy climate.
 Other actions consistent with our responsibility under the UDRME for “living in harmony with Mother Earth.”
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