
Ocean Day California is the day when advocates from 
across the state come to Sacramento to highlight the 
crucial role the ocean plays in our environment, economy 
and communities. For the past 11 years, this single-day 
event has educated our elected officials on the most 
important issues concerning our ocean and coast – and 
how they can help ensure their health.

Ocean Day California – March 14, 2017

This year, more than ever, we need to make sure that our 
elected officials are well versed in the major issues facing 
our coast and ocean, and how California can continue to be 
a global leader in protecting them.  

KEY ISSUES 2017

Access to the Coast
Though most Californians love the 
coast, not all of them can get there. 
In many areas, lack of affordable 
accommodations, parking and 
transportation put the coast out 
of reach. This year, Ocean Day CA 
advocates will discuss how to reduce 
those barriers and make the coast 
better accessible to all—a key tenet of 
the California Coastal Act.

Protecting Our Coast
California has a network of 124 state-
managed marine protected areas and 
four federally managed national marine 
sanctuaries. These areas help maintain 
the health and vitality of marine 
habitats and wildlife, increasing their 
resilience to new and ongoing threats. 
Vigilant management, monitoring 
and enforcement of these areas are 
imperative for effective protection or 
our coast and ocean.

Responsible Development
Wind power off the coast of California 
is an emerging opportunity that will 
attract industry to the state, create high-
paying jobs and help bring us closer 
to generating 100% of our power from 
clean energy sources. Done right, wind 
and other industries can help grow our 
economy while protecting our valuable 
coastal and marine resources

Ocean Day teams meet with legislators and staff throughout the day.



Asm. Mark Stone, Chair of the Environmental Legislative Caucus, briefs Ocean Day 2016 participants.

Once again, we will team up with 
California State University Council on 
Ocean Affairs, Science and Technology 
(COAST) to host educational forums 
on Ocean Day CA. COAST is a network 
of California State University faculty 
members and students actively working 
to address emerging marine, coastal 
and coastal watershed-related issues 
in California. This year, we will organize 
two briefings: one in the morning for 
members of the legislature and their 
staff, and one at lunch for Ocean Day 
CA advocates. Both forums will feature 
leading experts discussing current coastal 
and ocean challenges and solutions.

Educational Forums

How to Get Involved
This year we are expanding Ocean Day beyond the traditional 
environmental and environmental justice advocates. We are 
looking to bring in advocates from all over California to show 
support for our ocean. Please join us. Contact Marce Gutiér-
rez-Graudiņš from AZUL at mar@azulpoject.org. 

The Sustainable Seafood Event
Following Ocean Day 2017, the Monterey Bay Aquarium will 
once again host the Sustainable Seafood Dinner. This premier 
event is an amazing opportunity to learn first-hand about using 
our ocean resources in a sustainable fashion.  


