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LETTER FROM THE PESIDENT
by Jeremy Shull

I often think of Laurelbrook and the experiences I had there. I know that those
experiences have an influence in a lot of things I have done since then. We all
share that commonality. And although none of our experiences are exactly the
same, the construction of our characters is arguably, the most important part of
our time spent at Laurelbrook. As alumni we share a bond and have the ability to
help pass those same opportunities to others. Many may not know the purpose of
the Alumni Association but they are easily summarized by three points. 1.) To
stimulate the spirit of fellowship and brotherhood among graduates and former
attendees of Laurelbrook. 2.) To locate and reclaim for Christ the graduates and
(Continued on page 4)

Life Happenings
ALUMNI NEWS
Susan (McDonald) Valentin('73) became a
new grandma to Prudence Vera-Lynn Boggs
Sept 28, 2017. It was a home birth. 9# 1oz.

Harry Wickham ('64), passed
away Oct 16, 2017 at his
home. He is survived by his
wife, Gloria Howell ('61), his
daughter, Sharon and
husband, Andrew Andreassen,
and one grandson, Jacob.

Frank ('64) and Patty Gullett became
grandparents to Levi Gullett, son of Eric
Gullett on Sept 30, 2017.
Andrew Walker Summitt
arrived on Jan 12, 2018,
weight 8 lbs 6oz, making
parents, Teddy ('88) and
Julie Summitt very happy.
Carmen (Sammons) Paynter('85) and Dan
Paynter became new grandparents to
Alexander James Paynter Jan 12, 2018. 7#
5oz, 20". His parents are Michael and Jamie.
Anna (Carr)('07) and Jared
Sansonetti had a brand new
bundle of joy Feb 1, 2018.
Her name is Madison Marie
says grandpa Rick Carr.
Stephanie Burks, daughter of
Lester Burks('76) and
Rose (Watson) Burks('76),
was married on Isle of Palms,
South Carolina.
Vashti Ubiera(2010) married Peter Brown on
Jan 12, 2018.
Many deaths have occurred these last few
months. Even though we are sad, we know it
won't be long until Jesus returns and we will
be reunited.
Giovanni Velazquez's(2014) mother died
recently.
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Vanessa (Whitehead) Wyrick's('78) mom
died 1/13/18.
Class of 2017
Erika (VanderColff) Brown('89) lost her
mother, Olive VanderColff. 12/22/371/14/18.
Jonathan Oxentenko,
father of Issac Oxentenko
and brother of Ron and
Ricky Oxentenko, died
January 12, 2018. He was
43 years old. How we hurt
for the whole family!
Kathy (Pierce) Sims' ('84) mother, Shirley
Pierce, died on January 18, 2018.
Deloris (Collins) Wykle('65) died in
Franklin, NC. Her son, Tony('96), attended
Laurelbrook.
Russell Anderson('85) passed away. His
memorial service was held 2\17\18 at the
Kress Memorial Church in Winter Park, FL.
Lloyd('65) and Dora (Pons)('65) Hallock
lost his mother recently. She was in her
90's.
Jonathan Frase(attended '82) died
10/17/17 in Colorado. He is survived by his
wife and sister, Esther (Frase) Erb('79).
Bob Davis('56) passed
away January 22, 2018.
He was among the first
graduating class of LBA.
A memorial service was
held at LBA on 2/25/18.

What's Happening
Alumni Campout
ALUMNI EVENTS
For those who have attended Alumni Weekend it is an enjoyable
time catching up with friends, music, special presentations,
and Christian fellowship.
The years that will be honored this Homecoming end in 3 and 8.
The Honor Classes are:
1958, 1963, 1968, 1973, 1978, 1983, 1988, 1993, 1998, 2003, Welcome Senior Class of 2018
2008, 2013, 2018!
Upcoming Events
2018 Homecoming Weekend
Alumni Camp-out
2019 Homecoming Weekend
2020 Homecoming Weekend

Alumni Officer Nominees
President
Jeremy Shull ('96)
Vice President Heidi (Heisey) Stevens ('93)
Danny Graham ('91)
Secretary
Kelley Edney ('97)
Joanne (Schroeder) White ('72)
Treasurer
Wanda (Higdon) Sarr ('73)
Please see attached Ballot to vote.
Voting deadline prior to 4/8/18.

April 6-8, 2018
Oct 5-7, 2018
April 5-7, 2019
April 3-5, 2020

Hopefully we will see you at Homecoming!
Everyone is welcome.

Please plan on attending our annual
Laurelbrook Alumni Association
Business Meeting. Sunday, April 8,
2018 at 9:00am in LBA Cafeteria.
Please review the attached Laurelbrook
Alumni Association Bylaw changes.
These will be voted on during our annual
business meeting.

Program for Alumni Homecoming:
Friday Night Vespers: Laurelbrook Music Dept
Sabbath School
Church Service: Class of ‘93
Sabbath Evening Vespers: Tom McDonald ('83)
Saturday Night Fun: Food, Auction, & Games
Sunday Morning: Worship and Breakfast, plus
Alumni Meeting to elect new-officers,
and vote on bylaw changes.

For Lodging accommodations at Laurelbrook please contact Jean Talley
(423) 775-9448 or jean081246@gmail.com.
Here is a list of hotels in Dayton for your convenience.
Holiday Inn Express
2650 Rhea County Highway, Dayton, TN 37321
423-570-0080
Negotiated Rate 99.95 King or Double Queens, Tell them
you want the Laurelbrook Alumni rate.
Includes Free Wifi & Hot Breakfast. Microwave and mini
fridge
Sleep Inn & Suites
4450 Rhea County Highway, Dayton, TN 37321
423-664-9391
Negotiated Rate 88.00 King, 92.00 Double Queens, Tell
them you want the Laurelbrook Alumni rate.
Includes Free Wifi & Hot Breakfast. Microwave and mini
fridge

Best Western
7835 Rhea County Highway,
Dayton, TN 37321
423-775-6560
No negotiated rate but standard rates start at 71.99
Includes continental breakfast & hot waffles
Americas Best Value Inn
7875 Rhea County Highway, Dayton, TN 37321
423-775-9190
No negotiated rate but standard rate starts at $58.00
Includes Free Wifi. Hook-ups available for RV's.
Microwave and mini fridge
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT - CONTINUED
former students who no longer participate in Christian fellowship. 3.) To foster
and support any project which has in view the betterment of Laurelbrook School.
The first one is easy enough as we do this every time we come back and
fellowship with our former classmates and friends. The second, a little more
difficult but simple enough considering how small the world is these days. A call,
email, or text, with a simple message may be all that is needed to initiate the return
to the fold by friendships that lay dormant for years. The third and final point can
sometimes require more of our resources as many projects require a hands on
approach which equates to time invested in things that can make Laurelbrook a
better place to all that grace its campus. If not time, then money, and for certain
there is a need for money on many projects at Laurelbrook. Through
conversations with other alumni, I am aware that there are alumni, on the
sidelines, that are willing to help on projects, but they want to see some glimmer of
success before pouring resources into such projects. As an alumni myself I hope to
facilitate such projects while inspiring others to pool their efforts and become an
alumni association that gets things done, blessing the school and all those that
enter its campus.
You may be aware of a project taken on last year by the Alumni Association, the
creation of a scholarship fund now called “The Pioneer Memorial Endowment
Fund”. A fund set up in the memory of all of those that have given so much of
their lives to making Laurelbrook what it has been, to so many, over the years.
This fund is created to help those that would otherwise not have a chance to
attend Laurelbrook. I am pleased to report that as we close in on the first year
since the funds inception, there is now a balance of just under $28,000.00 and
with God’s blessing, hopefully, we can better than double that in our next year.
Most of that was attributable to our Sabbath Homecoming offering last year and
hopefully can be again this year.
I look forward to seeing everyone at homecoming April 6-8,
2018. If you have any questions please email
alumni@laurelbrook.org or contact Jean Talley @ 423-775-9448.
Jeremy Shull (Class of 1996)
Laurelbrook Alumni Association President

PS. You can now pay you Dues online! Here is the link.
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