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Dimensions of Vision

in Education
The one continuing purpose of education, since ancient times, has

been to bring people to as full a realization as possible of what it is to

be a human being … the Three R’s do not offer an adequate base for

living life.
—Professor Emeritus Arthur Foshay, 1991

When I go out driving on the road, I am consciously aware of four

dimensions. If I am in a car, I am aware of my length and breadth in the lane

that I am travelling in. I have to be aware of my length and breadth because,

otherwise, I would stray out of my lane into the vehicles on either side of me

and the road would be like a billiard table. Now if I was on a motor bike, I

would almost get rid of one of those dimensions, width, but I feel much safer

with the body of a car around me; I think that it’s too easy to get knocked over

and break some bones if I’m in two dimensions! But if I am driving one of the

School buses or the new School van that was purchased a couple of months

ago, I would also have to be very aware of my height—otherwise I would have

the difficult problem of damage to the roof when I entered Westfield’s

multi-storey car park.

That’s three dimensions. I said before that I was aware of four dimensions

when I am driving. The fourth is very important, like the other three, if I am to

avoid an accident. When the senior students begin to drive—perhaps in the

free ‘keys-2-drive’ lesson—in your first lesson the instructor will probably do

some maths with you to demonstrate how far you need to be behind the

vehicle in front of you, and that distance changes depending on the speed that

you are going because at different speeds it will take you a different amount of

time to crash into the boot in front! I think that the maths says that if you are

going 60kph, the normal speed on an average road, you need to leave the size

of an Olympic pool between you and the car in front (50m).

Being aware of the dimensions of reality—like width, depth, height and

time—helps us get to our destination without a crash!

Some physicists now talk of ten or twelve dimensions of reality. There are

dimensions that are obvious to us like the ones that we have mentioned, but

other dimensions also determine outcomes for good or ill in our lives. Perhaps

we can picture the importance of dimensions with the help of some playing

cards. If we were two dimensional beings, our lives would be like the

impossibly flat kings and queens at the top of a card suit. We’d never be able to

eat (because that requires a three-dimensional pipe through our body) or hold
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someone’s hand. We wouldn’t be able to imagine perspectives, so we’d have

no hope of answering those NAPLAN numeracy questions that depend on us

constructing a 3-D object—in our minds—from some 2-D cross sections on

a piece of paper!

Just as reality is multi-dimensional—with dimensions that are so obvious that

we always take them into account, but also with dimensions that we neglect

(sometimes with disastrous consequences)—in the same way, education is

multi-dimensional. A few of the dimensions are always obvious to us, like safe

schools and academic excellence. But like the impossibly flat royalty in a pack

of cards, a two-dimensional education does not equip students to see or

respond to all the realities of being human.

The OECD released its view of ‘education at a glance’ in Australia this year.

The report talked of an increase in tertiary and pre-primary enrolments, and

low unemployment rates regardless of education. No doubt these are

important features of education for policymakers in government but the

glance does not even begin to approach the dimensions that we need as

parents and teachers to inform our choices at school.

Dr Mark Thompson (Principal, Moore Theological College) wrote in a recent

article entitled A World in Turmoil: ‘a narrow focus on the now is endemic in

our world’. Quality education is not just about now but also ‘approaches the

future from the present’ (Quay, 2014).

Earlier this year, ACARA (the government body that directs NAPLAN and the

Australian Curriculum) sent out a note to schools about a visit by Charles

Fadel, a global education thought leader, who is concerned that the present

educational imperative in a world of exponential growth in technology is not

only knowledge and skills but also character.

So what dimensions in education do we need to consider to avoid a crash and

get to humanity’s destination?

Dimension #1: Survival

It is important that schools are safe, supportive and respectful teaching and

learning communities that promote student wellbeing. This is the overarching

vision of the Australian Government Safe Schools Framework.

At a recent international education conference, Charles Fadel described the

world that children are growing into using the acronym VUCA, that is:

Volatile, Unpredictable, Complex, Ambiguous. Children feel the threats of

global warming, terrorism, unstable families, and deadly viruses like Ebola, to

name a few.
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In the cinemas this month, the latest Christopher Nolan film Interstellar was

released. A cosmologist informed Christopher Nolan on the set so he could

make a ‘space odyssey fable based on fact’. In the film, the conditions on earth

are such that it will no longer support life so the astronaut (Coop) must

negotiate a ‘wormhole’ near Saturn to find an escape route for humanity. The

film is all about the survival of the human species in a VUCA world. But it’s

also about a dad who is always thinking about the safety of his much-loved

daughter.

In this VUCA world that we live in, the community of Redeemer does provide

a bulwark where students and families can come for shelter. I received this

letter from a parent this year:

Thank you for your support, kindness and generosity. You and your

amazing staff have been wonderful towards my family during this

challenging time.

Another parent wrote, simply, to one of the teachers:

I did want to make sure that your kindness in not only teaching but also

taking care of my children on a daily basis is very much appreciated.

But there is a distortion on this dimension of safety originating in Victoria but

with Australian government support called the Safe Schools Coalition. A

number of government high schools across Sydney have signed up to the

coalition. The aim of the coalition is to deal with bullying by encouraging

alternative sexual preferences that the Bible calls sin. Its promotional material

includes an image of a boy wearing a dress for school uniform—it wants to

allow boys to use girls’ bathrooms and girls to use boys’ bathrooms.’ Safety is

an important primary goal but—as is seen in the case of the so-called Safe

Schools Coalition—if the dimension of a Bible-informed morality is missing

then the distressing outcome is that the distorted whims of a minority are

imposed on the rest. Dr Peter Barnes (Presbyterian Theological College),

reflecting on this trend, wrote: ‘A society fleeing from God will think it is

progressing in liberty when it tramples upon the rights of conscience … In the

name of freedom we are losing freedoms’.

More than ever, today, we need a Christian worldview in education.

Dimension #2: Academic Excellence and Achievement

The Melbourne Declaration on Educational Goals for Young Australians—

which currently guides all public policy on education in Australia—has two

worthy goals that include promoting excellence, and that all young

Australians will become successful learners.
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Professor Rickards (Melbourne Graduate School of Education)—comment-

ing on a recent book by Maxine McKew on strategies that help to lift academic

performance—says that:

what works is diagnostic assessment, expert teaching that evaluates

impact, challenging academic content, and a culture of high

expectations … that students at the bottom will reach the top and

students at the top will reach the stars.

Quality teaching and dedicated learning, we would always like to see more of

both. I’m sure that I speak on behalf of students, parents and teachers. Even

better results that have even better outcomes—that aspiration marks the best

schools. And at Redeemer in this last twelve months there have been some

pretty good academic outcomes:

• STANSW Young Scientist of the Year (six Redeemer students have been

the Young Scientist of the Year since 2000) and Budding Young

Scientist, among other awards.

• A 1st, 2nd and more Highly Commendeds and Commendeds than any

other school in Australia in the Dorothea Mackellar Poetry Awards.

• Another Gold Award in the BOSTES Write On competition (K–6). I

think that we may be the only NSW school that has won gold awards

each year for the last four years.

• Three of our students have qualified as finalists for the 2015 BHP

Billiton Science Awards. Our students have been finalists every year

since 2007.

• 85% of our Year 12, 2013 cohort direct into university (this compares

with a national average of about 50%). If we include entry into university

pathways such as UWS College, 96% of our Year 12, 2013 students

proceeded to tertiary study in 2014.

• And in 2014, Redeemer alumni were also doing exceptionally well with

prizes and Deans’ awards in various faculties at the University of

Sydney, UTS and UWS.

The Australian Chief Scientist issued a report in 2014 on the need for

inspirational teaching and engaging the community with regard to STEM

(science, technology, engineering and mathematics) in school education. He

said that schools need to teach STEM in ways that: ‘encourage curiosity and

reflection, and link classroom topics to the real-world’; and by ‘promoting

parental engagement to nurture children’s creativity’. Redeemer is

acknowledged in the teaching profession as a model school in this regard. In

addition to all the top science awards this year, all of our students in Module 1

were involved in a great STEM activity as they engineered a floating canoe out
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of cardboard and plastic bags to race on Lake Burrill at camp! And this year

Stuart Garth received an Outstanding Professional Service Award from the

Professional Teaching Council of NSW for his ‘significant and continuous

contribution to the support of Science teachers and education in NSW’.

Academic achievement toward excellence is an important primary dimension

in education, indeed, the Bible tells us to love God with all of our mind. But if

our focus is narrowed on academic success only, then—according to educa-

tional research—we allow ‘the tools of measurement to dictate educational

value’ at the expense of ‘moral imagination’ (Chapman et al, 2013). The

Grattan Institute in its major report on schooling this year suggests that the

path to better academic outcomes in schools is for teachers to drop any pasto-

ral care and just focus on delivery and assessment. Get teacher aides in to do

the playground duty and supervise extra-curricular activities, the report says.

But I believe that pastoral care is important. Unless the whole teacher-student

relationship is charged by Bible-informed moral imagination then the out-

come in education will be like the impossibly flat royalty at the top of a trick in

a card game: clever people who are unable to discern right from wrong, swept

along by the malign cultural pressures of our age.

More than ever, today, we need a Christian worldview in education.

Dimension # 3: Physical Growth and Beauty

I’ve already referred to the biblical charge to love God with all of our mind.

That verse also tells us to love God with all of our strength (Luke 10:27).

At School, we share the parents’ pleasure in the growth of their children from

relative incompetence and vulnerability towards strength and maturity.

Children spend a large part of their lives at School so it is important that the

School provides opportunity not only for the development of the talented few

in physical strength and skill. It is important that all students get involved in

team sports and ongoing care of the physical frame that will be with us for a

lifetime.

In 2014, Redeemer students continued to excel in this dimension.

• Redeemer won the SWISSA swimming, cross country and athletics

carnivals.

• Redeemer teams won SWISSA netball, OzTag, volleyball and soccer

championships.

• Redeemer students competed in 34 events at State level CIS carnivals.

In January this year, I took a number of our staff and past students to PNG to

assist a medical team—led by Professor Alice Lee of Macquarie University
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Hospital—in the delivery of a vaccination and general health program for the

remote Barai tribe. We were in PNG on behalf of you all, the entire Redeemer

School community. Walking for hours through jungle tracks to deliver a

life-saving program is a reminder of the importance of this dimension of

developing physical strength! Not just focussed on the creation of an elite

sportsman—however much we may enjoy supporting the Socceroos in the

Asian Cup this summer, or the NSW blues, or Australia versus India in the

cricket (perhaps there are some India supporters here!)—in addition to

discovering the talent of superstars, we hope that this dimension of education

will enable our students to get involved personally in helping others.

I mentioned physical growth and beauty. Humans are made to reflect the

glory of God and at Redeemer we are determined that students are given the

opportunity to reflect that glory in an unsophisticated, appropriately childlike

way. We continue to require aspects of uniform, including hair and jewellery,

to teach our students how to present themselves. And when Redeemer

students go on excursions, they draw spontaneous compliments from the

general public. This is because beauty that is in the heart is also evident in the

countenance: the beauty of a holy life is seen on a person’s face and in their

walk.

This is in the context of a society in which there are ‘toxic’ commercial and

cultural pressures to pornify childhood. Melinda Tankard-Reist, an

Australian pro-life feminist, deplores billboards and advertising catalogues

that are ‘re-modelling and re-packaging little girls in ways that were once only

appropriate for adult women’. She says that ‘adultifying little girls’ is

dangerous and harmful (‘resulting in depression, anxiety, poor academic

performance’) as it only gives a one-dimensional view of what it is to be

female.

More than ever, today, we need a Christian worldview in education.

Dimension #4: Character

At the end of Term 3 this year, I received this card from parents of one of our

matriculating Year 12 students.

Dear Redeemer Baptist School, Teachers and Community,

We can’t find enough words to express our gratitude to our Lord Jesus

Christ for guiding us to Redeemer Baptist School.

You all—school leadership, teachers, and community—have cared for

each child not just as a face in the crowd, but you looked after each

child in a very personal manner that reflects God’s personal love and

care for His children.
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It was enough for us to know that while we were busy at work, our

children were always looked after, cared for and loved as one of your

own.

You have helped us preserve values of honesty, righteousness and purity

in our children’s lives, while maintaining a high standard of academic

achievements. We are certain that the values and seeds of God’s love

that you shared will remain and we are hopeful that they will grow and

bring forth fruit.

Thank you, Redeemer Baptist School, for being a true reflection of

God’s love, compassion and discipline.

Martin Luther King Jr said: ‘The most dangerous criminal may be the man

gifted with reason but no morals. We must remember that intelligence is not

enough. Intelligence plus character—that is the goal of true education’

(1948).

In Geneva last month, a group of leading 21st century educators from around

the world gathered under the leadership of Charles Fadel to discuss the

importance of character education in a world where exponential technologies

including human enhancements are having an impact on humankind. They

raised the question: what do we teach in an era of ubiquitous, symbiotic A.I.

(artificial intelligence) and robotics? Dr Richard Sandford from the

University of Bristol said that human enhancements—like cosmetic

pharmacology, prosthetics, genetic enhancement and networked minds—are

redefining what it means to be human. ‘Perhaps tomorrow we’ll need

character to live without them,’ he said, ‘failure means letting technological

capabilities lead the way.’ The conference kept raising imponderables: what is

legal is not necessarily ethical; what is ethical is not necessarily wise; wisdom

is the ultimate goal, yet we are ‘drowning in information while starving for

wisdom’ (E. O. Wilson, Harvard University, 1998).

On 5th November, the Conference agreed on The Geneva Declaration:

Character Education for the 21st Century which, summarised, says:

• 21st century challenges require expanded wisdom.

• Wisdom requires character.

• At a time of weakening traditional influencers, schools need to play a

more explicit role in the development of character.

I think that we would all agree about the importance of character education

and the increasing responsibility of schools in character education. But it is

important that we reflect on what will be taught in schools.
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A world-famous Australian medical ethicist, Professor Peter Singer, wrote:

Human babies are not born self-aware, or capable of grasping that they

exist over time. They are not persons, the life of a newborn is of less

value than the life of a pig, a dog, or a chimpanzee. In thinking about

this matter we should put aside feelings based on the small, helpless

and—sometimes—cute appearance of human infants. If these

conclusions seem too shocking to take seriously, it may be worth

remembering that our present absolute protection of the lives of infants

is a distinctively Judaeo-Christian attitude.

In the media recently we have seen the shocking images of a child left in a

drainpipe. According to Professor Singer, the only protection for that infant is

what remains in this society of a Judeo-Christian attitude. Singer’s philosophy

is morally repugnant. Yet, in 2012, Peter Singer was made a Companion in

the Order of Australia ‘for eminent service to philosophy and bioethics’!

What morality, what wisdom will be taught in schools that do not have the

Bible as a ruling source of knowing what is good or evil, righteous or sinful,

leading to life or leading to death? In a society that celebrates Professor

Singer’s philosophy, the content of character education will depend on the

personal preferences of the teacher.

In a speech delivered in Canberra in October this year, Archbishop Anthony

Fisher outlined contemporary challenges we face if we want to build a

civilisation of life and love. He spoke of surrogacy and so-called marriage

equality, where children are ‘reduced to objects to satisfy the dreams of adults

rather than being seen as vulnerable human beings in their own right whose

interests should be paramount’. Then he said that modernity has forgotten

how to love.

Modernity struggles with any kind of love that goes beyond feelings: the

cross-shaped, self-spending, Easter sort of loving rather than the heart-shaped,

self-pleasing, Valentine sort of loving. People today are less and less willing to

commit, for the long haul, to another person or a small community of persons,

come what may, even when the loving is hard.

More than ever, today, we need a Christian worldview in education.

Dimension #5: From the Beginning to the End

There are, no doubt, other dimensions in education that are also important. It

is said in physics that all possibilities are contained in the 10th dimension—all

possible branches of all possible timelines in all possible universes coming to a

single point. It’s on that single point that I want to conclude.
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A Christian worldview in education has access to assured knowledge about

the beginning and about the end that will help our students journey through

life with joy and hope even when life throws up difficulties.

In the beginning, we read in the Bible, humans were created in the image of

God. This guides our perspective and experience of all of life, for humans are

made to carry—in these vulnerable clay jars that we live in—a reflection of the

glory of the God who created the universe. That guides our perspective on the

children that we are educating. That guides our perspective on our own

vocations and the future vocations of our students. God is love and God is

holy, so the glory that will fulfil our humanity is love and holiness. That guides

what we do. Created in the image of God, we are made to live in fellowship

with God; to walk through life with God as our Lord, as our Father, as our

friend, as our comforter. Our sin gets in the way of this fellowship but God

deals with our sin and makes us right to be in His good and loving presence,

now and forever, through Jesus and His death on the cross.

This is what Jesus says (Luke 4:18–19):

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for He has anointed me to bring Good

News to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim that captives will be

released, that the blind will see, that the oppressed will be set free, and

that the time of the Lord’s favour has come.

The end, the goal of humanity, is the new Jerusalem. Martin Luther King Jr

said ‘I have a dream’. And it’s that dream that fuels good purpose in life. It’s

the new heaven and the new earth that our heavenly Father is preparing us to

inhabit. We can communicate to our students that we can be confident

walking through all the VUCA in our world because our God has promised to

rid the world of all evil, that in the coming world there will not be any pain or

suffering or war or disease or disaster—no more curse. We shall be face to

face with Jesus. The beginning and the end will meet in a single point, the

point of eternal satisfying fulfilment. That is what Jesus offers to all of us and I

pray this Christmas that you will get to know what the baby in Bethlehem

came to do for you, that you will get to know Jesus personally, that you will

become connected with your beginning and end in the purpose of creation

and the fulfilment of new creation; the wonderful joy of being born again.

This is a dimension that can only be offered in a Christian worldview in

education!
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Some significant achievements at Redeemer in 2014

In all the dimensions of learning at Redeemer this year, there have been

significant student, alumni and staff achievements including those listed

below.

STANSW Young Scientist Awards

• Chanum Torres (Year 10) won Young Scientist of the Year and prizes in

Years 10–12 Earth & Environmental Science, Models & Inventions, and

RACI Chemistry; Chanum is also an Intel ISEF finalist.

• Adrian Burns (Year 1) won Budding Young Scientist plus Years K–2

Working Models and Scientific Investigation.

• Alexandra Garth (Year 10) won Years 10–12 Biology plus prizes in

Models & Inventions; Alexandra is also an Intel ISEF finalist.

• Jaison Rajan (Year 10) won Years 10–12 Physics.

• Laura Gibson (Year 10) won 3rd place in Years 10–12 Chemistry.

• Adam Gibson (Year 6) won Years 3–6 Scientific Investigation.

• Danielle Gibson (Year 2) won Years K–2 Scientific Investigation.

BHP Billiton Science and Engineering Awards

• Dylan Sury was a national secondary finalist.

• Alexandra Garth, Chanum Torres and Benjamin Gibson are 2015 BHP

Billiton Science & Engineering Award national finalists.

Dorothea Mackellar Poetry Competition

• Simione Lua won the LA & SE Secondary category.

• Alamanda Mick was second in Australia in the LA & SE Secondary

category.

• Baiza Akele, Katherine Allen, Lachlan Bolton, Soobin Choi, Tristan

Forrester, Kaan Gulasi, John Maxwell, Marcus Portelli, Thomas Portelli,

Shane Rajaratnam, and Cayleb Senico were Highly Commended.

• Jerusalem Akele, Mert Akgun, Daniel Aras, Anthony Bolton, Evan Feng,

Alpay Filizkok, Emre Gezer, Danielle Gibson, Haoren Guan, Jayba

Halabi, Pierre Hughes, Rachael Jones, David Kang, Jose Marchant,

Gabriel Psaroudis, Tirza Rambitan, Dergam Salah, and Joannes

Yosaviera were Commended.

• Suzanne Jones was Commended in the Community Relations

Commission Award.
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• Redeemer Baptist School was awarded a Commendation.

Board of Studies, Teaching and Educational Standards NSW

Write On Competition

• Jacob Mikhael won a gold award and Kayley Garth won a bronze award.

AusSIP Employability Award

• Deniz Denizli (Business) nominated by Snap Parramatta

• Kadir Dogan (Business) nominated by the Association of Bhanin

El-Minieh

• Sandra Du (Business) nominated by AJH Leisure

• Grace Forrester (Hospitality)

• Sean Gulasi (Business) nominated by AusSIP

• Jemima Ladha (Business)

• Calvin Lee (Business) nominated by Elias & Associates

• Joshua Luk (Hospitality)

• Danny Roman (Business)

Lions Voice of Youth Public Speaking Competition

• Aletheia Yosaviera won 1st place.

• Naveen Avula won 2nd place.

Premier’s Reading Challenge

• Tristan Forrester, James Poyitt and Liam Shaw received a PRC medal for

successfully completing seven years of the Premier’s Reading Challenge.

UWS School of Education Dean’s Medals

• Awarded to alumni Joel Poyitt and Mursell Cannon, both now teaching at

Redeemer.

The University of Sydney Dean’s List of Excellence in Academic

Performance, Bachelor of Design in Architecture, and the Henry J

Cowan Prize in Architectural Science

• Awarded to alumnus Matthew Bolton.

UWS School of Science & Health Dean’s Merit List

• Awarded to alumnus Emma Poyitt.
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UTS Faculty of Science Dean’s List for Academic Excellence

• Awarded to alumnus Leonard Cheung

UWS Dean’s Scholarship and ASPIRE Leadership Program

• Awarded to Melisha Thambyaiyah (Year 12, 2013)

Professional Teachers’ Council of NSW Outstanding Professional

Service Award

• Awarded to Stuart Garth (STANSW, Science & Mathematics)

Australian College of Educators World Teachers’ Day Awards

• Awarded to Robyn Jones (Year 4 & WRAP) and Kylie MacMillan (Visual

Arts)

Many of our students have achieved excellence individually and in teams in

inter-school competition and assessment as the following records of sport,

music, NAPLAN, university assessments and tertiary pathways accessible to

our HSC students demonstrate.

Sport team championships

• SWISSA senior boys Oztag with Daniel Roman as captain

• SWISSA junior boys Oztag with Ambaye Akele as captain

• SWISSA senior girls netball with Grace Forrester as captain

• SWISSA senior girls volleyball with Bethany Poyitt as captain

• SWISSA junior girls volleyball with Chelsey Karvon as captain

• SWISSA junior boys soccer with Cayleb Senico as captain

• SWISSA junior girls softball with Andrea Burns as captain

• SWISSA senior girls softball with Tsega Akele as captain

• SWISSA senior boys cricket with Samuel Suresh as captain

Swimming, Athletics and Cross Country

• In the SWISSA swimming carnival: Joshua Luk, Roxan Mina, Aidan

Bailey, Lachlan Bolton and Carla Zammit were age champions and

Redeemer was the champion school.

• In the SWISSA cross country: Aidan Bailey, Grace Forrester, Bethany

Almeida, Lachlan Bolton, Chelsey Karvon, Priyanka BC, Anthony Bolton

and Aryan Sehgal were age champions and Redeemer was the champion

school.
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• In the SWISSA athletics carnival: Caleb Tumai, Grace Forrester, Aidan

Bailey, Lachlan Bolton, Gabrielle Jones, Junior Savaiko, Andrea Burns,

Anthony Bolton, Carla Zammit and Aryan Sehgal were age champions

and Redeemer was the champion school.

Association of Independent Co-Educational Schools (AICES) Sport

• Michael Galatoula and Lachlan Bolton represented AICES in U/15

touch football; Daniel Lotu represented AICES in senior touch football.

• Redeemer was placed 2nd out of 59 schools at the AICES athletics

carnival, and our boys were the top performing school.

CIS (Combined Independent Schools) Sport

• Nicholas Bolton won bronze in javelin at the CIS athletics carnival

(secondary).

• Caleb Tumai (javelin), Martyn Poyitt (800m), Callum Bailey (shot put)

and Aryan Sehgal (100m, 200m, long jump, high jump) also represented

AICES at the CIS athletics carnival (secondary).

• Baize Akele, Gregory Burns, Elliott Fahd, Victoria Garth, Adam Gibson,

David Kang, Zohaib Khan, Caitlyn Lievano, Marcus Portelli,

Konstantina Ofidis, Adeline Wibawa and Mikalah Zammit represented

ASISSA at the CIS athletics carnival (primary).

• Lachlan Bolton (15 years) and Michael Galatoula (15 years) represented

AICES in touch football.

• Mikalah Zammit represented ASISSA at the CIS swimming carnival

(primary).

• Grace Forrester and Lachlan Bolton represented AICES at the CIS cross

country (secondary).

• Stephanie Anonuevo, Jordan Ebert, Victoria Garth, David Kang, Caitlyn

Lievano and Marcus Portelli represented ASISSA at the CIS cross

country (primary).

Tertiary success

• In 2013, 92% of our previous HSC cohort were offered enrolment at

university.

National Assessment Program—Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN)

• The average for Redeemer students was above the national average in

every school Year in all domains tested.
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School of Music

• Students sat for AMEB exams to 8th grade in Piano, Clarinet, Violin,

Saxophone and Music Craft.

English, Mathematics, Science and Computers conducted by the

University of NSW; Mathematics conducted by the Australian

Mathematics Trust; Australian Geography Competition conducted

by the Royal Geographical Society of Queensland; Assessment of

Language Competence (German) conducted by ACER

• 10 High Distinctions, including: Ian Garth, Jonathan Kew, Martyn

Poyitt and Chanum Torres (Geography); Mary-Anne Poyitt (History);

Nidhi Kukunooru (Computers); Richard Garth and William Garth

(Mathematics); Chanum Torres and Miriam Poyitt (English)

• 63 distinctions

• 185 credits

Many students starred in excellent productions, including: Kindergarten’s

Just the Way You Are; the Preparatory School’s The Tale of Three Trees; the

Junior Drama Club’s The Remarkable Rocket & The Selfish Giant; and the

Drama Club’s A Tale of Two Cities. The Middle School Choir communicated

the Easter message with Fusion and the Schools in Harmony concerts at

Martin Place.

Redeemer’s staff and facilities continue to be a resource called on by: the

Sydney Symphony Orchestra, to produce education kits for their schools

programs and in their use of Sargood Hall for professional development for

teachers; BOSTES, in the formulation of its response to the new Australian

Curriculum; the Teachers Christian Fellowship of NSW, with its seminar on

learning disabilities; and the Australian College of Educators, with the

informative Above all, Teach! forum held in Sargood Hall.

The Redeemer School community continues to reach out to other

communities in need as we teach our students—by involvement—the

importance of both perceiving the needs of others and, if possible, meeting

those needs personally.

Redeemer’s Outreach in 2014

• Redeemer Principal, Jonathan Cannon—with staff and past students—

assisted a medical mission in the remote PNG Barai tribe, and celebrated

Australia Day with a re-enactment by descendants of the fuzzy-wuzzy

angels.

• Year 10 students raised $17,335.22 in their Gala Day program towards

assisting remote Indigenous youth from Canteen Creek NT and Barai
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villages in PNG. They purchased a mechanical slasher which is now

being used to cut grass on the airstrip to enable delivery of educational

and medical supplies.

• School families contributed clothing which was sent to help literacy work

through the Barai Non-formal Education Association.

• Hannington Savaiko, a teacher from the Barai Itokama Primary School

(and a Redeemer alumni), addressed Redeemer students at Chapel,

expressing the thanks of his tribe for all that the Redeemer Baptist

School community is doing for them.

• School staff and students led music worship at the weddings of past

students: Esther Kim (to Andrew Sylvester); Marcus and Sarah Cannon;

Simeon and Esther Cannon; Kelly Moses (to Colin Mitchell); and

Anthony Charbel (to Alana).

• School staff and students led music worship at the 226th celebration of

the first church service in Australia. The celebration was opened by Her

Excellency Professor Marie Bashir AC CVO, Governor of NSW.

• School staff and past students led music worship at the Korean churches

Sydney Holy City Multicultural March in Martin Place.

• School staff and students led a marching band for the Auburn

Sub-branch Turkish Chapter in the ANZAC Day March in Sydney.

• Redeemer hosted short-term visits from two French students (Noé

Biteau and Elizabeth Uguen), a Swiss student (Mark Gertsch), and a

Swiss Music teacher (Annette Balmer), who has shared her professional

competence and friendship with Redeemer staff on occasions for the

past 20 years.

• Kokoda Chief Benjamin Ijumi addressed the students in Sargood Hall,

passing on his thanks on behalf of his people for what the Redeemer

community is doing for his countrymen in the Oro Province.

• A ministry group from Nairobi Chapel led a School Chapel Service in

Sargood Hall.

• Nick Jensen shared in Sargood Hall about the work of the Lachlan

Macquarie Internship program for aspiring young leaders.

• Jorge Rodriguez shared in Sargood Hall about the work of the mission of

the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association and the charitable work of

Samaritan’s Purse.

• Year 10 students engaged in a program to assist the Wesley Mission

Edward Eagar Lodge in Surry Hills.
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• Garfield Barwick School hearing impaired students continued to be

integrated at Redeemer.

• Redeemer continued its partnership with the Australian Literacy and

Numeracy Foundation (ALNF) to qualify Indigenous literacy workers

with ASQA accredited Certificate IV in Early Language and Literacy and

Graduate Certificate in Coding Aboriginal Languages for Indigenous

Literacy.

• The Mitchell Youth Leadership Forum was supported by Redeemer with

provision of transport and pastoral leadership.

NSW Parliament Hansard

Dr Geoff Lee, the Member for Parramatta, gave this speech in Parliament on

6th August, summarising some of the achievements of the Redeemer Baptist

School community.

I bring to the attention of the House the strong culture of original

scientific research at Redeemer Baptist School. For eight consecutive

years there has been at least one Redeemer finalist in the prestigious

national BHP Billiton Science and Engineering Awards. Six Redeemer

students have been honoured with the New South Wales title of Young

Scientist of the Year. Nine Redeemer students have won awards,

representing Australia overseas at the Intel International Science and

Engineering Fair. In many cases, the students’ research has proposed

relevant solutions to important issues.

Redeemer’s hall of science fame is inspirational. Afework Assefa

designed an innovative thermal monitoring device that detects the

presence of a child left in a car—neglect that could lead to tragic loss of

life and criminal prosecution. Abdul Kassem set a clinical blind trial

that compared the nutritional value of microwaved prepackaged food

with other cooking methods. A significant finding from the blood tests of

Abdul’s subjects implied that microwaving increases the bad to good

cholesterol ratio by 7 per cent.

Ellenore Forrester demonstrated that electrical power is available

anywhere a temperature differential exists. She proposed development

of wearable devices using environmental temperature gradients to

produce continuous energy outputs. Chaneg Torres mapped sound

levels in classrooms to find optimum seating positions, in particular for

hearing impaired students. His isobel contour maps demonstrated that

classroom shape, furnishings and structural features all affect the way

sound travels. Ian Cannon and Rickystan Savaiko developed a portable
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device to measure luminance contrast. Their device was used by

building consultants to assist with compliance to Australian standards.

Marcus Cannon and Simeon Cannon undertook 3,660 ultrasound

examinations to analyse the factors that increase the risk of deep vein

thrombosis during long-haul air travel. They discovered that venous

blood flow was reduced by almost 40 per cent with immobile, seated

subjects. They published their results in a joint scientific paper with

researchers from the University of Sydney. In their tertiary studies, this

year Redeemer alumni Joel Poyitt and Mursell Cannon have been

awarded Dean’s medals in the School of Science and School of

Education at the University of Western Sydney. Another Redeemer

alumnus, Dr Anthony Conn, was a finalist in the 2013 Eureka Science

prize. His research revealed dwarf galaxies orbiting Andromeda.

Redeemer’s past and present leadership and teachers are to be

commended for their dedication to inspiring students in science,

technology, engineering and mathematics [STEM] subjects. I have

previously informed the House about some of Redeemer’s ongoing

achievements in literacy and humanitarian projects. I understand that

Redeemer students this year have purchased and shipped a motorised

slasher to the remote Barai Tribe in Papua New Guinea to enable

effective maintenance of the village air strip, which is a vital link for

healthcare emergencies and educational supplies.

At the end of each year Redeemer showcases the achievements of its

students. The night is a fantastic celebration and demonstrates student

proficiency in scholarship, humanities and social justice. Student

music, choral and dance performances are a feature of the night, and

always welcomed by parents, friends and the wider community. It is

little wonder that Redeemer Baptist School is held in such high esteem

by the whole community and has developed a reputation to deliver a

holistic approach to education for our young people—the future leaders

of our community. Redeemer Baptist School is committed to a

Christian worldview in education and, in terms of science, this has

meant following Francis Bacon’s dictum that we cannot be ‘too well

studied in the book of God’s word or the book of God’s works’. I

commend Redeemer’s ongoing inspirational student outcomes in the

science key learning area.

Lift Your Vision High

I began by saying that the continuing purpose of education is to bring people

to as full a realization as possible of what it is to be a human being. That is the

point of a Christian worldview in education. The Christian worldview is all
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about the significance of our beginnings in the creation of humanity and the

ultimate purpose that God has for the new, true humanity in Jesus.

Whether we look at the importance of having a safe school, or excellent

academic outcomes, or robust physical development, or worthy character

formation—whatever dimension you look at, the vision of a Christian

worldview in education that gave impetus to Redeemer about 34 years ago is

as relevant, as needed, today, if not more so than ever before.

So can I encourage you all—students, parents, staff, and guests—to lift this

vision that God has given us high, in a way that you never have before, for the

temporal and eternal benefit of this generation of school children with us

tonight and future generations of school children who will be educated at

Redeemer Baptist School. God bless you all!
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“Someone at church told me that even though I don’t know my
future, I know who holds my future. Yes mate, your scar reminds
me that Jesus was scarred for us on the cross. His hands and feet
give us that reminder. Jesus in glory still bears those scars. What we
mess up, God fixes up, if we let Him.”

—Chief Inspector Gary Raymond APM, OAM, Top Cop, 2013

“Moral behaviour and an ideally educated person requires some
form of transcendent, more reliable bedrock for everyday actions
than pragmatic relativism … Truth is not just a collection about
facts. Truthfulness, the search for truth, for a closer connection
between thought and reality, demands and affects an exercise of
virtues and a purification of desires.”

—Simon Fraser University Professor Kieran Egan, Professional Educator, 2013

“The task of the teacher is not simply to impart information or to
provide training in skills intended to deliver some economic benefit
to society; education is not and must never be considered as purely
utilitarian. It is about forming the human person, equipping him or
her to live life to the full—in short, it is about imparting wisdom.”

—Pope Benedict XVI, Address to Teachers and Religious, 2010
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