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“For very good reasons, Australians of all ages, backgrounds and political
persuasions are concerned about the environment. What we do now in
terms of looking after the environment will affect the nation not only in the
present, but for generations to come. Rightly, we are thinking about what
legacy we are going to leave our children, and their children, in terms of
the natural world on which we all depend. However little attention has
been paid to the social environment in which our children are growing up,
and the dangers that the deterioration of this environment presents for the
future. Indeed, many of us may not even be aware of how bad things are
becoming.”

—Professor Patrick Parkinson AM (University of Sydney), For Kids’ Sake, 2011

“All the blessings we enjoy are divine deposits, committed to our trust on this
condition, that they should be dispensed for the benefit of our neighbours.”

—John Calvin (Church Reformer), 16th century

“The alumni of Christian educational institutions are sent into God’s good
(but broken) world equipped with new intellectual reservoirs and skills for
thinking; but ideally they are also sent from this place with new habits,
desires and virtues directed to love God and his Kingdom, and thus engage 
the world.”

—Professor James K A Smith (Calvin College), Educating the Imagination, 2012
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“If Christian education is going to form our sensibilities, then Christian
schools and universities need the right environment.  They need rigorous
curricular reflection, of course, and attention to the content of courses,
and so on.  But they also need to be environments in which the gospel story 
is imaginatively woven into the entire ethos of the institution.”

——Professor James K A Smith (Calvin College), Educating the Imagination, 2012

“Where a consensus remains in our culture, it does
so only in terms of the shallowest of platitudes.”

—Professor James Davison Hunter,
Moral Education in an Age of Evil, 2000

“A great guide of the world is fashion and its god is respectability—two
phantoms at which brave men laugh! How many of you look around on society
to know what to do? You watch the general current and then float upon it! You
study the popular breeze and shift your sails to suit it. True men do not do so!
You ask, ‘Is it fashionable? If it is fashionable, it must by done.’ Fashion is the
law of multitudes, but it is nothing more than the common consent of fools.”

—Charles Spurgeon, Baptist Leader, 19th Century



The Principal’s Address

Faith, Hope and Love
Christian Virtues for a Hu man Ed u ca tion

Is it possible to be faithful to tradition in the modern world? Is that

even something we should want? Don’t the advances of

modernity—instantaneous global communication, the virtual

connection of the four corners of the world, the steady march of

technological mastery, the fluidity of trends and self-invention—

don’t these represent the overcoming of tradition and an escape

from its static past? Who would want to go back to crawling when

we’ve learned to fly? Or could it be that the price of flying is not

worth the so-called freedom? Might the progressive, ahistorical

detachment of our modern life be a denial of something that is part

of the fabric of being human?
—James K A Smith, 2006, Who’s Afraid of Postmodernism?

Perhaps some of you have seen some of the episodes about the New York

police family, Blue Bloods, a series that started in 2010. There is plenty of

unpredictable police action as they fight for justice in a tech-savvy modern city 

but there is also a constant, recurring scene in the context of much change: the 

Sunday family dinner table, around which four generations of the family

share, laugh, contend, support, discuss and pray. I’m reminded of a much

older series, perhaps only remembered by some parents and grandparents

here tonight, as it ran from 1965 to 1971, in which a New York solicitor and

his socialite wife leave the sophistication of their Manhattan apartment and

head out to their retro Green Acres farm. The incongruity of this farming

couple—he in his suit and she in her latest fashion, contending with pigs and

mud and broken barn doors—provided for much slapstick humour. But there 

was also a message that there is something missing when people just give

themselves over to the ever increasing sophistication of modern society. Both

series (and perhaps a dozen others that you can think of) lead us into some

nostalgic reminiscence that there was something worthwhile, something more 

human, some better family and life values ‘in the good old days’.
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Emerging technologies, trends and challenges
impacting education

All of us are impacted by exponential change in the gadgets that seem to define 

our lives at home, at work and in education. There is an international

community of experts in educational technology who put out the NMC

Horizon Report each year to discuss emerging technologies, trends and

challenges impacting education. The 2012 Report highlights apps, tablet

computing, game-based learning and augmented reality. A significant trend is 

that people expect to be able to work, learn and study ‘whenever and wherever

they want’. The report introduces the concept of ‘the flipped classroom’ or

borderless school which ‘uses the abundance of videos on the Internet to allow 

students to learn new concepts and material outside of school.’

And, indeed, the Australian National Digital Learning Resources Network

provides—free of charge—more than 12,000 digital resources for use in

schools that have now been organised according to content descriptions in the 

digitised Australian curriculum. And Redeemer students are already accessing 

online resources outside the classroom to address personalised learning in

literacy and numeracy through ABC Reading Eggs (K–2) and Maths Online

(K–12), as well as other online resources, especially in Science and

Technology.

Unchanging biological and spiritual DNA of learners

Digital technology has opened up a new world for learning and living, but it is

nevertheless a world in which the biological and spiritual DNA of learners has

not and will not change. Here is some evidence.

1. Speech pathologists warn that the explosion in personal electronic devices

such as smartphones and tablets may be delaying the development of

children’s speech because children and parents are using iPhones and

iPads rather than engaging directly, face-to-face. The DNA of persons

hasn’t changed with the advent of iPads—we need personal

communication with fellow human beings.

2. James Steyer, a non-partisan advisor to US governments with regard to

innovative technologies in education, states in his 2012 publication

Talking Back to Facebook that ‘too much hypertext and multimedia

content—supposedly a boon to learning—is often related to limited

attention span, lower comprehension and less focus … careful

combinations of audio and visual content can, if structured appropriately,

enhance learning skills, but the Internet and most Web content wasn’t
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built with that goal in mind … like most digital media, they’re designed for

interruption and the interruptive process scatters thoughts, taxes mental

resources, and can ultimately impair long-term memory … it may also

undermine deep creative thinking, inductive analysis, and critical thinking

skills.’ The DNA of persons hasn’t changed with the advent of high speed

Internet—we still need to focus through distractions to achieve quality

outcomes in learning and in life.

3. Educators have been told that ‘digital natives’, our students who have been 

raised in the era of Internet, have been born with an ability to ‘multi-task’

which those of us born before Internet have missed out on. However, Dr

Jim Taylor quotes convincing research in Psychology Today to conclude

that ‘multitasking … is a myth that has been promulgated … to make

overly scheduled and stressed-out people feel productive and efficient’.

The research also shows, perhaps surprisingly, that high multitaskers ‘are

lousy at everything that’s necessary for multitasking’. Humans haven’t

evolved in the past 20 years with an adaptation to handle multiple

synonymous inputs—so you have authority to explode the myth at home:

it is not possible to study Mathematics whilst conversing on Facebook and

playing with an app on the iPhone!

Human DNA hasn’t changed, so recurring provision of basic human needs at

home and at school—like the recurring Sunday family mealtime in Blue

Bloods—is required if our students are to flourish in the context of the

exciting possibilities of technology. Each year our School camping program

provides an i-Technology-free zone so that our students have opportunity to

reflect on important life issues, and build community.

We all recognise that bullying, including anonymous cyberbullying, is a

significant threat to the wellbeing of students in Australian schools. This year

in our Annual Report we published the results of a survey that we took of our

students with regard to bullying. Like other schools around Australia, we had

a peak in bullying in Year 5. But unlike other schools, our peak was 8% of

students as opposed to 32% of students in other schools, private and public,

across Australia. But even more interesting is the statistic beyond Year 5 when

our camping program begins. The average for student perception of bullying

in other schools drops to a low of 24%. But at Redeemer, from Year 6 on, the

student perception of bullying is almost non-existent from 0–2%! Now we

have a policy to act immediately whenever we are informed about issues by

either students or parents, and that policy is effective. But just as important is

the recurring human space provided for technology-free community each
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year at the annual School camp. And we are encouraged by the parents who

have begun to join with us in providing this human need for our students.

Sharron must not have worn them out too much, because they’ve returned

again this year to share our joy in providing life-changing experiences of

community for all students!

Rushing into educational change

There is a rush—especially in some of the wealthier schools—to changing

pedagogies (the way we teach) so that our children can become more

absorbed in man-made technologies. But this rush ignores the fact that the

psychological and spiritual DNA of our students hasn’t changed. So we

should be exercising caution in pedagogies that we adopt in response to

technology’s new possibilities. A well-referenced White Paper on Personalised 

Learning by Telstra admits that ‘we are still in the early days of pedagogical

innovation, with limited research on the impact on learning’. When societies

rush into educational change without accounting for the constant DNA of the

person, we make significant mistakes. Here is some evidence that changes in

education have not always benefited students:

1. A couple of years ago the NSW Government increased the school leaving

age to 17 because studies found that teenagers who leave school early are

2½ times more likely to be unemployed, earn less wages, have worse

health, or get involved in crime. But a recent NSW Auditor General

report, Impact of the raised school leaving age, revealed that—in public

schools—more students who remain at school until 17 are disengaged

from learning, absent from school, and a frequent source of classroom

disruption. The report says that ‘these disengaged students … waste

teachers’ time’. At Redeemer, we believe in the value of a liberal arts

education for all students to Year 12, with engaging vocational training as

an option for all regardless of future academic pathways. On average, 80% 

of Redeemer students will attend university. And again, on average, 50%

of Redeemer students will have benefited from completion of a vocational

qualification at School prior to higher education. This year, four Year 12

vocational education students—Bethlehem Akele, Melisa Akgun, Lute

Tauataina and Terry Zhao—received recognition with AusSIP

Employability Awards.

2. Progressive educationists have devalued rote learning—disparagingly

described as ‘just memorising a bunch of facts’—for decades. But

Professor Don Watts, formerly Vice Chancellor of Curtin University,

states that ‘some things must be learned and mastered and be available for
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immediate application’. In its first publication (August 2012), the NSW

Centre for Education Statistics and Evaluation has shown from research

that: in literacy, ‘students achieve significantly higher scores … when their

teachers challenge them to develop deep understandings of texts’; but in

mathematics and science, ‘more frequent memorising of facts and

procedures is associated with higher average student results.’ Redeemer

students have always engaged in linear and sequential learning including

rote learning across the curriculum, as well as ‘rich tasks’ involving

application to relevant issues using science and technology. This Term our 

Year 10 students were personally complimented by the Minister for Social

Inclusion, the Hon Mark Butler, for their use of advanced technology to

communicate a message that was ‘head and shoulders above the rest’ in

the National Volunteer Video Competition.

3. The Australian Auditor-General’s 2012 report on Literacy and Numeracy

found that nearly 20% of Australian students were at or below National

Minimum Standards in reading, and that test results in reading have

declined over the last ten years. The report also found that the money

poured into literacy programs had not achieved any significant

improvement. But at Redeemer, our innovative ASQA accredited WRAP

literacy program continues to provide students with significantly above

average results not only in English but across the curriculum. This year,

the percentage of Redeemer students in the top bands for NAPLAN was

again significantly above the result for NSW.

Our task as educators is to not only get the pedagogy right—ensuring that our 

delivery of curriculum makes best use of contemporary resources—we also

aim to provide our students with their basic needs as human beings, needs

which haven’t changed since creation. I believe that these human needs are

best summarised by the Apostle Paul as the three things which remain forever: 

faith, hope and love.

Christian virtues for a human education: faith

Faith is trust in the God who made us, who gives us breath, who forgives us

and saves us. Humans are made to have a connection with God. So our

students need a recurring theme of connecting with God (like the family

meeting around the table each Sunday for lunch) which is provided in Chapels 

and in classes that start the day with prayer. Students need a living connection

with God to negotiate their path through some dehumanising changes in our

culture.
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Society gets it wrong for children when faith is rejected, when God’s will for

relationships is ignored. This applies specifically to marriage and family.

Professor Patrick Parkinson—a respected voice in matters to be dealt with by

the proposed Royal Commission—published a Sydney University paper last

year entitled For Kids’ Sake where he explores the ‘substantial increase in

adolescent psychopathology in the last thirty years’. Parkinson points to one

‘major demographic change’ which can be linked to adverse consequences for 

children: ‘the growth in the numbers of children who experience life in a

family other than living with their two biological parents’. Indeed, Parkinson

shows that the ‘fragility of Australian families over recent generations has

been a major contributing factor’ to the rise in child abuse and neglect.

The sexual revolution of the 1960s and 1970s was meant to bring unfettered

happiness but look at the results for children. Behind Parkinson’s statistical

analysis are individual children with names who are hurting. The statistics tell

us that uncommitted relationships between men and women—relationships

which are contrary to the revealed will of God in the Bible—cause pain to

children. Now fast forward forty years to 2012. Our society is now rejecting

faith again as it denies children the assurance that it is normal to grow up with

a father and a mother. The so-called Proud Schools program in NSW Public

Schools is an experiment against God’s created order that will have

consequences for individuals, for children.

In addition to personal pain, children are growing up with a moral handicap as 

they don’t know about divine commandments. Professor Ian Harper—the

inaugural Chairman of the Fair Pay Commission—said about our society: ‘if a 

whole community embraces some form of immorality, it becomes more

difficult (although rarely impossible) for individuals to discern right from

wrong themselves and to make moral choices against the grain of their

community’. For instance, if the word marriage is redefined, how will our

children know what a normal marriage is?

Just as it was necessary 35 years ago to form Christian Schools in the context

of a permissive culture, so it is even more necessary today for parents to be

committed to Christian schooling if we want our children to grow up with a

faith that can inform them about truth for a good life.

Christian virtues for a human education: hope

Hope rests on the belief that God has good plans for our future. The student

who has hope puts effort into today because of a promised future outcome.

The former Anglican Bishop, Tom Wright, wrote:
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The dreams that we have that refuse to die—dreams of freedom and 

beauty, of order and love, dreams that we can make a real difference 

in the world—come into their own when we put them within a

framework of belief in a God who made the world and is going to

sort it out once and for all, and wants to involve human beings in

that process.

Hope forms character with virtue so that hard choices are enacted—choices

to do good, choices not to do evil, even when it hurts, even when it costs. I

believe that hope enabled many of our Year 12 students to choose an

alternative to the destructive Schoolies week, which included serving fellow

students at the Middle School Camp. Hope sees the potential for good as

students engage in an ever widening circle of relationships. We pray that hope

will strengthen all of our students to make choices that support a life of serving 

others.

It will not come as a surprise to some of you that your children sometimes end

up in my office when they have made poor choices, when they have engaged in 

unacceptable behaviour! Hope believes for a better outcome for students who

decide to change. This School began with the hope that students who had

been damaged by sin could make a fresh start—in the context of trust—with

reliable peers in a new School community, with the help of Christ in us.

But what happens in a society where trust is damaged by sin? In his

presidential address to the Anglican Church, Peter Jensen calculates the cost

of our culture’s individualism—‘I did it my way’—in the loss of quality

relationships in community and family life. For hope is empty when

disconnected from God. And without hope there is no energy for character

formation. Professor James Hunter, an American sociologist, states the

seemingly hopeless dilemma in our society.

We want character but without unyielding conviction; we want

strong morality but without the emotional burden of guilt or shame;

we want virtue but without particular moral justifications that

invariably offend; we want good without having to name evil; we

want decency without the authority to insist upon it; we want moral

community without any limitations to personal freedom. In short,

we want what we cannot possibly have on the terms that we want it.

Another American academic, Alasdair MacIntyre, sees hope in the

‘construction of local forms of community within which civility and the

intellectual moral life can be sustained through the new dark ages which are

already upon us’. Again, Christian schools have an opportunity to nurture
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local communities of hope for the sake of our children and the future of our

society.

Christian virtues for a human education: love

Humans are inspired to love when they know that they are loved by God.

There was a famous Beatles song which, on face value, came close to the truth: 

All you need is love. Indeed, the Apostle says that the greatest of the Christian

virtues is love. Childhood is dependant on adults whose love can be trusted.

Recently, two previously unknown educators spent a couple of days in our

classrooms. Their job involved visiting a range of schools throughout Sydney.

They sought me out at the end of their time in our School and said: ‘We have

been to many schools but we have not found a school like this. Students are

respectful and the teachers are not only academically attuned to teaching but

there is a dimension of care that is not seen in other schools. In some private

schools, teachers are just driven to performance; but here they are driven by

care for the children.’

After the Middle School Camp, a parent wrote this letter of thanks to the staff.

We want you all to know how grateful we are. It’s wonderful to see

our son come home healthy and in a very happy mood, with

wonderful things to say about you all and so eager to share his

wonderful experiences at camp. We deeply appreciate all of your

hard work, concern and love.

The love that drives us is nothing less than the love of Christ. He commands us 

to love others as much as He loves us. Love nurtures individuals and builds

community.

But where trust is broken, children become cynical and suspicious of love.

Tullian Tchividjian—grandson of Billy Graham and a pastor of a church in

Florida USA—wrote:

Few people trust anyone these days … lies, betrayal, hypocrisy—

these things mark every institution and every relationship … but

people who don’t trust those around them live lives of self-protection 

from others rather than of self-sacrifice for others. And this posture

ruins the possibility of real community.

Teachers and parents have a responsibility to be worthy of our children’s

trust. Too often this has not been the case in modern Australian society.

Hence the Royal Commission.
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But the love that children need is also threatened by sins of omission. ICT

social commentator James Steyer observes that ‘the lack of disconnected

downtime in our tech-dominated lives is disrupting our ties to each other and

adding significant emotional stress to the lives of millions of kids’. Archbishop

Jensen adds, ‘we have welcomed into our homes a stunning technological

revolution in our communications … but we have not learned the self-control

we need to use it wisely, let alone the restraint offered by love of God and

neighbour’.

I began this address with a question: is it possible to be faithful to tradition in

the modern world? I have looked at some of the changes that impact our

homes and the classroom in this second decade of the 21st century. Of course,

we cannot live as though we are in a past era. Moving to an out-of-city farm

probably won’t cure the ills that we feel. But as a school community—staff,

parents, students and friends of Redeemer—we must nurture the faith, hope

and love which are the basic needs of human beings in every generation. These 

must be the constant recurring them of our life as a Christian school

community.

Redeemer Student Achievements in 2012

In the context of ongoing educational change, students continue to achieve

significant recognition in their education at Redeemer, including:

History Mastermind

• Georgina Garth, Richard Garth, Natasha Pereira, James Poyitt, Samuel
Suresh, Brittany Hannouch, Esther Lee, Shalom Olegasegarem,
Chanum Torres and Hasini Wakista won the Year 7, Year 8 and Best
School Award—with James Ruse Selective School as runner-up.

National Volunteer Video Competition

• Mhret Akele, Aidan Bailey, Thomas Bailey, Grace Forrester, Benjamin
Gibson, Michael Jones and Claire Ongley were the overall competition
winners on behalf of Year 10’s Gala Day program.

BHP Billiton Science Awards

• Richard Garth was a national primary winner.

• Patricia Varela Diaz was a national secondary finalist.

STANSW Young Scientist Awards

• Tristan Forrester won first prize in Models & Inventions, Years 7–9.
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• Lachlan Bolton won the EAA Most Promising Young Talent Award,
Secondary.

• Afework Assefa won third prize in Physics, and Models & Inventions,
Years 10–12.

• Liam Shaw won a special award for High Proficiency, Years 7–9.

• Anthony Bolton and Edward Garth were winners in Years 3–6.

CSIRO National Double Helix Science Writing Competition

• Lachlan Bolton won and Richard Garth was awarded second place.

The Best Australian Science Writing 2012

• Lachlan Bolton’s winning CSIRO entry was published in a book with a
foreword by Nobel Prize-winning astronomer, Professor Brian Schmidt.

Dorothea Mackellar Poetry Competition

• Dergam Salah won the LA & SE Primary category.

• Connor Mishalow was second in Australia in the LA & SE Secondary
category.

• Victoria Way, Aidan Bailey, Sophia Yoo, Drake Dik, Matthew Sinclair,
Lachlan Bolton, Theophilus Din, Tristan Forrester, and Edward Garth
were Highly Commended.

• Selin Tekirdag, Thomas Bailey, Grace Forrester, Krystina Jones, Danny
Xian, Katherine Allen, Alex Nissan, Natham Philomac, Janish
Hettigama, Aletheia Yosaviera, Daniel Aras, Kaan Gulasi, John
Maxwell, Anthony Bolton, Elliot Fahd, Markrous Tawfik, Zohaib Khan
and Kindergarten (group entry) were Commended.

• Redeemer Baptist School was awarded a Commendation for effort,
achievement and a high standard of entries.

NSW Healthy Schools Sandwichship Competition

• Year 6 were the State winners.

Board of Studies and Sydney Morning Herald WriteOn Competition

• Hannah Arnold and Robbie Waller won gold awards (two out of twelve
NSW gold awards). Hannah Arnold’s story Am I A Rubbish Dump was 
selected for publication in the Sydney Morning Herald.

Baulkham Hills Christmas Card Competition

• Joshua Frost won the Kindergarten Encouragement Award.
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HSC Textiles Technology Exhibition

• Emma Poyitt displayed her major project across NSW in the HSC
TEXSTYLE exhibition.

UWS School of Education Dean’s Merit List

• Awarded to alumnus Ian Cannon, who is now teaching at Redeemer.

UWS College Academic Merit in Business and Commerce

• Awarded to alumnus Alexandra Cannon.

Many of our students have achieved excellence individually and in teams in

inter-school competition and assessment as the following records of sport,

music, NAPLAN, university assessments and tertiary pathways accessible to

our HSC students demonstrate.

Sport—team championships

• The eighth consecutive Reid Shield senior boys cricket with John Poyitt 
as captain.

• Nepean Western Zone junior girls softball with Tsega Akele as captain.

• Nepean Western Zone senior boys soccer with Petros Savaiko as
captain.

• SWISSA senior girls netball with Ellenore Forrester as captain.

• SWISSA junior boys Oztag with Michael Galatoula as captain.

• SWISSA senior girls volleyball with Catherine Cannon as captain.

Swimming, Athletics and Cross Country

• In the SWISSA swimming carnival: John Poyitt, Roxan Mina, Marc
Haddad, Lachlan Bolton, Georgina Garth and Liam Shaw were age
champions and Redeemer was the champion school.

• In the SWISSA cross country: Petros Savaiko, Nicholas Bolton,
Patricia Varela Diaz, Grace Forrester, Michael Jones, Bridget Laverty,
Bethany Almeida and Lachlan Bolton were age champions and
Redeemer was the champion school.

• In the SWISSA athletics carnival: Petros Savaiko, Nicholas Bolton,
David Poyitt, Aidan Bailey, Alexandra Garth, Martyn Poyitt, Lachlan
Bolton, Gabrielle Jones, and Lydia Senico were age champions and
Redeemer was the champion school.

• In the ASISSA cross country: Caitlin Lievano, Marcus Portelli, Jordan
Ebert, and Victoria Garth were selected to compete in the state CIS
cross country.
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• In the ASISSA athletics carnival: Rachael Jones, Vivienne Kew, Cayleb
Senico, Ambaye Akele, Daniel Aras and Isaac Lee won events, and
Andrea Burns, Mary-Anne Poyitt, Aryan Sehgal, Dawit Abebe, Joshua
Cacace, Madeleine Filson, Cassandra Kalule, Caitlin Lievano, Mikalah
Zammit and Nicholas Kalule were also selected to compete in the state
CIS athletics.

Association of Independent Co-Educational Schools (AICES) Sport

• John Poyitt was awarded colours for touch football; Petros Savaiko was
awarded colours for touch football and athletics; Tongaleva Kavaefiafi
and David Poyitt were awarded colours for athletics.

• Redeemer was placed 4th out of 58 schools at the AICES athletics
carnival.

CIS Sport

• Petros Savaiko was the open 100m champion and the silver medallist in 
the open 200m event.

Tertiary success

• In 2011, 95% of our previous HSC cohort were offered enrolment at
university or vocational colleges.

National Assessment Program—Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN)

• Redeemer students were significantly better represented in the top band 
when compared with the rest of the state in each Year tested.

School of Music

• Students sat for AMEB exams to 7th grade in Piano, Clarinet, Violin,
Cello, Flute, Classical Guitar, Saxophone, Music Craft and
Musicianship.

• Elizabeth Bailey was granted Honours in her IMEB Associate Diploma
in Classical Pianoforte (performance) examination.

• Almost half of the students passed their AMEB exams with Honours—
Nardeen Boulos, James Poyitt and Miriam Poyitt were awarded
Honours with Distinction.
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English, Mathematics, Science and Computer Skills conducted by the

University of NSW; Chemistry conducted by the Royal Australian

Chemistry Institute (RACI); Australian Geography Competition

conducted by the Royal Geographical Society of Queensland; Australian

History Competition conducted by the Australian History Teachers’

Association; Assessment of Language Competence (German) conducted

by ACER

• 7 High Distinctions, including: Grace Moujalli, Matthew Sinclair and
Jacqueline Hennessey (Geography); Anthony Widjaja (Science);
Chanum Torres (3rd place in Australia, Year 8), Ian Garth and Martyn
Poyitt (History).

• 47 distinctions

• 143 credits

Many students starred in excellent productions, including: Kindergarten’s A

Tale of Two Princes; the Preparatory School’s Olympic Inspirations; and the

Drama Club’s celebration of Dickens’ bicentenary with their Death on the

Thames adaptation of A Mutual Friend. The Middle School Choir

communicated the Easter message in Fusion events at Martin Place and

Parramatta’s Church Street Mall. A new parent wrote in thankfulness after the 

Preparatory School Open Day:

Just wanted to say what a fantastic day I had yesterday. I was more

than amazed, impressed, touched and in awe of the work that would 

have gone into organising the day. I am so happy that we changed

schools, my children have improved immensely and love Redeemer.

Redeemer’s staff and facilities continue to be a resource called on by the

Sydney Symphony Orchestra to produce education kits for their schools

programs, the Board of Studies in the formulation of its response to the new

Australian Curriculum, and the Australian College of Educators with the

influential Australian Curriculum Forum held in Sargood Hall.

And the School community continues to reach out to other communities in

need as we teach our students—by involvement—the importance of both

perceiving the needs of others and, if possible, meeting those needs

personally.

Redeemer’s Outreach in 2012

• Teaching staff and community leaders from the remote PNG Barai
tribe are being hosted at Redeemer and engaging in professional
development and cultural exchange with Redeemer staff and students.
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• Year 10 students raised $15,919.89 in their Gala Day program—
including funds raised to assist Barai leaders to come to Redeemer—
towards assisting remote Indigenous youth from Canteen Creek NT
and at Itokama School in the Oro Province, PNG.

• School families contributed clothing which was sent to help literacy
work through the Barai Non-formal Education Association.

• Irene Gleeson AO visited Redeemer with the Exodus 3v8 singing group 
to share about Childcare Kitgum Servants schools for disadvantaged
children in northern Uganda.

• The School community provided direct donations to the Ugandan
Watoto Childcare Ministries in the amount of $2,275.95 and child
sponsorships for orphan children at their concert in Sargood Hall.
Watoto choir members were also hosted by Redeemer families.

• Year 10 students engaged in a program to assist the Wesley Mission
food bank.

• Garfield Barwick School hearing impaired students continued to be
integrated at Redeemer including fully integrated Kindergarten Visual
Arts lessons.

• Redeemer has partnered with the Australian Literacy and Numeracy
Foundation (ALNF) to establish an ASQA accredited Certificate IV in
Early Language and Literacy which has been used to benefit school
readiness in Indigenous pre-schools.

• The Mitchell Youth Leadership Forum was supported by Redeemer with 
provision of transport and pastoral leadership.

We are delighted to share tonight with Simon Savaiko, Newton Kufuae and

other teachers and leaders from the villages of the Barai in the Oro Province in 

PNG. Our friends shared in the Middle School Camp and have been sharing

in classrooms for the last two weeks. We have been teaching them WRAP

literacy for use in their village schools. The bond of friendship that we have is

strong. I also want to say thank you to our Year 10 students for putting effort

in to raise funds to install solar power for computers and lights in the Itokama

School. Redeemer has also been forging a link for the Barai with a Macquarie

University Professor of Medicine who is organising a team of volunteers to

benefit the village through immunisation and other medical assistance. Please

pray with us for this exciting venture. And pray for Kerry Kufuae—one of our

Year 12 students this year—who will also be receiving training so that he can

assist his own people in their remote villages with basic, life-saving emergency

assistance.
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Redeemer Baptist Videos on YouTube

This year the School has begun to use YouTube to share our School life with

parents, alumni and friends of the School. Our first postings were this year’s

Term 3 Chapel Series: In Christ for life. We have had more than 1,000 hits on

our site already. Elizabeth Cannon was our second guest speaker in Term 3,

and we received this email from a friend in Canada who shared our Chapel:

While I sat mesmerized by Elizabeth Cannon’s story, there is one

line that spoke to me in particular. It was that God’s restraints are

bands of love around us. I have felt God’s restraints lately and now I 

can see them as being bands of love around me. Thank you for

sending this honest talk for it is timely in my life right now—across

the globe and into my home I hear God speak through this godly

woman who stands with God as her foundation.

Our society needs men and women who demonstrate the Christian virtues of

faith, hope and love in practical, humble, honest lives.

Living the Christian virtues: Charles Colson

This year, two such men completed their earthly calling. One was Charles

Colson (the tough political aide to President Richard Nixon) who was

disgraced in the Watergate scandal 40 years ago, sent to prison and

subsequently dedicated his life to Jesus Christ. He never forgot the time he

spent in prison for his felony and he never forgot his fellow prisoners. Colson

spent the rest of his life establishing through personal involvement a ministry

that would reach into the places where we put people that the world wants to

forget, people who are a danger to society. In prison ministry, Colson

followed Jesus’ pattern of eating with sinners and giving them hope to start

again. One of the ministers who led Colson’s funeral in the Washington

Cathedral had been a convicted criminal in prison when Colson met him. As a

prisoner, he responded to the hand of friendship that Colson offered to him

and accepted salvation from Jesus. At the conclusion of his time in prison, he

accepted a gift from Colson to pursue further studies in theology, following

which he was ordained as a minister. This man then returned to the prisons—

not because he had done anything wrong—he returned as a prison chaplain

and he has been a prison chaplain now for 15 years prior to Colson’s death. As 

he spoke to the large crowd at the funeral, he kept on saying about Colson: ‘he

was a friend of sinners … he ate with sinners … he loved me!’.

Colson completed his earthly calling with an ever strong conviction that there

is hope in Jesus Christ for individuals who have fallen, and there is hope in
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Jesus Christ for a society that has lost its way. These weren’t just words to him. 

This was a conviction that drove his life.

Living the Christian virtues: Noel Cannon

Similarly, we celebrated in Sargood Hall earlier this year the life of our

founding Principal, my father, Noel Cannon. Like Colson, my father was a

man of strong convictions and—it seemed to us—never failing energy in his

drive to obey God in the establishment of the ministry of Redeemer Baptist

School. Like Colson, my father was also a friend of those who had messed up

their lives. My father believed that there is hope in Jesus Christ sufficient to

transform any present circumstance with a new beginning. He believed that at

the cross of Jesus Christ all could be forgiven.

In a tribute about our founding Principal in the NSW Parliament, the Hon

David Clarke said:

His life stands as a testament to perseverance in the face of

difficulty, to the triumph of hard work over adversity and to the

utilisation of his boundless energy and inspirational gifts in the

service of good and decent things … His life can be summarised as

one of uncompromising love … Realising that good character

formation begins at an early age and is influenced not only by the

family environment but also by the school environment and what

values our children are taught in that environment, Noel Cannon

with his background as a professional educator founded the

Redeemer Baptist School … It brings great benefits to the young

people of our State … The school achieves outstanding results …

Yet academic achievement is but part of the Redeemer Baptist

School story. It promotes good citizenship through numerous

outreach programs, including to Indigenous communities and the

elderly as far away as New Guinea. Those programs have achieved

wide public acclaim and recognition … The passing of this

visionary educational pioneer and Christian leader is a great loss to

the Redeemer Baptist Community and to the people of New South

Wales. His legacy will continue despite his passing.

When we see that humans are made in the image of God—when we get the

matter of faith right as we respond to the love of God for us and for all the

world—then it is natural to love others who are made in God’s image,

regardless of their present situation.
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Sharing the virtues

And our vision for Redeemer students is that they will contribute to

individuals and society in good and strong ways, like Charles Colson and Noel 

Cannon. We hope that our students will enjoy the life that we have shared with 

them at School sufficiently to get connected with the source of our joy, our

hope and our love. We hope that their lives will be formed by the Christian

virtues—faith, hope and love—which by God’s grace they will have seen in

operation among those who belong to Jesus at Redeemer.

One of our past students returned to the School a few weeks ago. He had just

done a tour with the Australian Army in Afghanistan. He said to our

Headmaster:

You know, I really miss this place. I have such good memories. One

year I went down to Ulladulla between Christmas and New Year

just so that I could get the feeling of being back on School camp

again. In some ways the army is a bit like Redeemer. It’s all about

community. I guess that’s why I joined.

I enjoy sharing with you all in the community of this School. And we have

something that is valuable to share beyond the confines of our own campus.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer—the German pastor who died at the end of WWII

because of his opposition to Hitler—gave this challenge to an English church

congregation, and I conclude with his words as a challenge to us as we go out

from the School community for our summer holidays.

When we go out the doors of this church now, we enter into a world

that is longing for the things we have spoken of here—not simply for 

the words, of course, but for the reality. Humanity, betrayed and

disappointed a thousand times over, needs faith; humanity,

wounded and suffering, needs hope; humanity, fallen into discord

and mistrust, needs love. Have compassion for your poor fellow

human beings. They want to learn from us how to believe again, to

hope, to love again; do not deny them.
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“Part of the problem of knowing how to behave in ‘ordinary’ life, as well as in
extraordinary moments, is that this kind of ‘knowing’ isn’t straightforward.
From the moment a young child is told to eat up quickly, or to sit still, or to
stop crying, or to go to sleep, let alone told not to steal or bully or tell lies, he
or she has entered a confusing world of wants and hopes, of commands and
prohibitions, of feelings and assumptions and questions and expectations.
Learning to navigate this world wisely, and to grow toward complete and
mature human life in and through it all, is the challenge we all face.”

—Bishop Tom Wright, Virtue Reborn, 2010

“To say that redefining marriage won’t affect our community’s
understanding of marriage is a lie we must resist. So too the
pressures to bully us into silence.”

—Bishop Anthony Fisher,
Truth, marriage & the threat to religious liberty, 2012

“One should never direct people towards happiness, because happiness too is
an idol in the market-place. One should direct them toward mutual affection. A
beast gnawing at its prey can be happy too, but only human beings can feel
affection for each other, and this is the highest achievement they can aspire to.”

—Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, Cancer Ward, 1968
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