
The Principal’s Address

Education: Preserving, Redeeming
and Shaping Culture

W
e get an image of tumbleweed in the movies, especially American

westerns, just rolling around as it’s blown by the wind, dropping

seeds and becoming stranded on a fence until the next gust of wind

in a slightly different direction pushes it on a new course. That’s sometimes

what happens in education. There are gusts of change and the educational

tumbleweed rolls and bounces. There are changes in the technologies used in

education: slide-rules and log tables are beneficially replaced by calculators;

pen and pad are being replaced by computers and printers; slide projectors,

strip films and film projectors have been replaced by data projectors; even the

long-serving chalk and blackboard are being replaced by interactive white-

boards. There are changes in curriculum, changes in educational philosophy,

changes in societal expectations, and changes in relevant issues and needs.

But as these forces for change impact on schooling, what stops us here at

Redeemer Baptist School from being like a weed being thrown about by the

wind in a meaningless path through the desert?

I believe that there are three fundamental forces in education which provide

reference points to chart an educational pathway which is not just a meaning-

less drift with the changing winds of culture. These are:

• preserving the culture;

• redeeming the culture; and

• shaping the culture.

Preserving the culture

There is always an impulse for change. There is always an impulse to discard

the familiar as boring and reach out for what is perceived to be an exciting new

direction. But education can provide a reference point for students as teachers

choose to pass on to their students those aspects of the culture which are

worth preserving.

For example, we live in a society that has been richly shaped by the scientific

and industrial revolutions. Great scientists like Isaac Newton, Galileo, Albert
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Einstein and many more have proposed theories and made discoveries which

have provided the basis for the technologies which we all enjoy. And yet, ac-

cording to various government reports this year, STEM subjects (Science,

Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) are on the decline. In particular,

as stated in the DEEWR Maths? Why Not? report, there is a decline in

enrolments in higher-level Mathematics courses (that is, school Mathematics

courses which form the basis of courses involving Mathematics at university).

In many Australian schools students are not persisting towards proficiency in

Mathematics—says the National Numeracy Review Report commissioned by

the Council of Australian Governments—because they do not enjoy Mathe-

matics nor do they see personal relevance in it. The report laments the

economic, personal and social consequences of this impulse to drop STEM

subjects and seeks to discover ways to preserve this aspect of our culture

through education.

But this impulse away from striving for success in STEM subjects, which is

the story nationally, is not the story at Redeemer. In 2008 the culture of

interest and excellence in science has been reinforced by some spectacular

student achievements. This year, for the fourth time in the last decade, a

Redeemer student was named Young Scientist of the Year by the Science

Teachers’ Association of NSW (STANSW). One of our Preparatory students

won the STANSW Primary Young Scientist and was one of four national

primary winners in the BHP Billiton Science Awards. In addition, seven of our

Year 8 Technology students were finalists in the Minister’s Young Designers

Awards (MYDA) and one of our Year 12 Design and Technology students has

been nominated for this year’s DesignTECH. For the 2009 HSC, about 20%

of our students have chosen to study Mathematics at the highest level. And in

the NAPLAN this year, 31% of Redeemer’s Year 9 students achieved the top

band 10 for numeracy.

What is the fundamental force which drives this culture of interest and

excellence in science at Redeemer? Francis Bacon, the great English scientist

and essayist, said: “No one can become too well versed in the book of God’s

word (the Bible) or in the book of God’s works (creation)”. For us at

Redeemer there is a culture of interest and excellence in our study of the

creation because of our relationship with the Creator. The heavenly Father

made a good world, and we have a mandate to look after His creation. That

gives continuing inspiration for STEM. A Christian worldview in education

supports interest and excellence in STEM.
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And I hasten to add that Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics

will not of themselves necessarily lead to a better world. Pope Benedict XVI

has said:

Science can serve humanity, but it can also become an instrument

of evil. Indeed, it is science that has the potential to make evil truly

terrible. It is only when scientific work is sustained by ethical re-

sponsibility that it is able to be what it is meant to be.

Within a Christian worldview of education, excellence in STEM is never an

end in and of itself. There are moral limits to our exploration and knowledge

which are clarified by the Judeo-Christian ethic. The Ten Commandments

describe the good life. Jesus’ new commandment to love one another in the

same way that He loves us is a prescription for peace and welfare. Where

brothers and sisters live together in unity there is a taste of heaven on earth.

Apart from this framework of ethical responsibility, science ultimately be-

comes a tool in man’s quest for power and wealth at the expense of his neigh-

bour—as we see vividly portrayed in the holocaust.

Redeeming the culture

But there is more to education than just preserving and passing on what is. In

addition to preserving the valuable elements which are already there in the

student’s culture, education also has a critical or disturbing element which

seeks to expose the dark elements of prevailing culture and bring about

change for the better.

For example, about 35 years ago there was a gust of change which swept

along almost all teachers of English into a random wandering through a

look-and-say wilderness which lacked rigour in spelling, grammar and sen-

tence structure—and lost the basic phonemic building blocks of our lan-

guage. I was delighted to hear Professor Peter Freebody (a Professor of

English at the University of Sydney who is helping to develop the new national

curriculum for English) recently admit that we as a society, and we as educa-

tors, got it wrong when we discarded grammar and the classics in literature.

He said: “What doesn’t work are vague ideas about using language … if you

work with it enough and use it in life settings you will pick it up. That doesn’t

work.” Along with others on behalf of the National Curriculum Board,

Freebody contributed to the Initial Advice Paper for the national English cur-

riculum which says:

25



The explicit teaching of decoding, grammar, spelling and other

aspects of the basic codes of written English will be an important

and routine aspect of the national English curriculum. It should

be planned, put into practice and consolidated as part of the

program in English education, and it should be available to

students throughout the school years.

Those who have completed any of the WRAP literacy training courses will

recognise that our staff are ideally suited to take up the challenges proposed

by the National Curriculum Board as it tries to redeem this aspect of our edu-

cational culture. Most English teachers around the state have been educated

in the last 35 years and therefore do not have an education in grammar, spell-

ing or the basic codes of written English. And for us at Redeemer it has been a

journey over the last 15 years responding to the needs of our NESB students

and charting a path to excellence for all of our students. That is what led us

into a whole school, across the curriculum approach to literacy. And the

marks are already on the board: 19% of our Year 9 students achieved the

highest band 10 in the NAPLAN for overall literacy (compared with 6%

across the State in NSW); and in the ICAS (International Competitions and

Assessments run by the University of NSW), three of our students were

awarded High Distinctions in English for being in the top 1%. Indeed, our

staff attributes the School’s success in this year’s Dorothea Mackellar poetry

competition to the students’ ability to transform rich sentences into poems,

applying their knowledge of grammar gained in WRAP lessons.

What is the fundamental force which has driven our efforts, well ahead of

national reforms, to redeem the educational culture with regard to literacy?

At the beginning of his gospel, the Apostle John wrote: “In the beginning was

the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” As

Christians we are people of a book, the Bible, which the Holy Spirit has

inspired. Prophets and kings and evangelists and pastors have communicated

God’s word to us in a collection of books that we call the Bible. Christians

have always been at the forefront of efforts to achieve universal literacy

education so that everyone can have access to the word of God for themselves.

That is what sparked the Sunday School movement in Britain in the

nineteenth century—in an era when literacy education was only for the

rich—Sunday Schools sought to teach working class boys and girls to read

and write in addition to teaching a trade. Hannah Moore and other leaders of

the Sunday School movement were eager to put the Bible in the hands of all

children, to empower children with the truth.
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And that is where we as Christian schools are ahead of the National Curricu-

lum Board in redeeming the culture. For 28 years we at Redeemer have been

putting the Bible back into the curriculum. Why is this so important? We

could say simply that it’s very important that everyone gets an opportunity to

read the message given to us by the Creator, Judge and Redeemer of the uni-

verse. Everyone needs to know about the beginnings of man in creation. Ev-

eryone needs to know about the first sin and about God’s offer of forgiveness.

Everyone needs to know that the God who created the world loves all men and

women so much that He sent His only Son to take the punishment for our sin

so that we could become children of God. The Bible was the original stimulus

for universal education, for the provision of education to rich and poor alike.

In our culture, we need to recover the significance of providing God’s

message to all children as an essential component of their education.

Dr Greg Clarke is a Macquarie University lecturer and Director of the Centre

for Public Christianity in Sydney. He wrote an article in the Sydney Morning

Herald in September this year entitled Why we should teach the Bible in our

schools. As a Christian, Clarke acknowledges the importance of the big story

that the Bible tells. But as a literary academic, Clarke says that knowing the

Bible is foundational for quality education.

You need to know the Bible in order to understand the history, lit-

erature and arts of Western culture. In fact, it is an educational

and cultural tragedy that the Bible has quietly disappeared from

the schooling experience of many Australians.

Along with other Christian schools we have been steadily redeeming this

aspect of our culture, giving the Bible its proper place in the foundation of

Australian education.

Shaping the culture

It is possible for academically accomplished individuals to be little more than

tumbleweed, breaking off from their roots in an autumn season and blowing

wherever the winds of culture will take them. But there is another possibility.

The world is always in need of selfless men and women who transform their

societies with an irruption of goodness. And this is the peak of the goal in

education towards which we are always climbing: educated persons who

make a difference in their society as they become creative with the good that

they know.
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There are attempts at the level of government to incorporate a component of

civics and citizenship, or respect and responsibility, within schooling and the

curriculum. All Australian schools are now required to have posters

prominently displayed with values for Australian schooling and principles for

a safe and supportive school environment. But the disturbing media reports of

violence in schools, and the spate of uncontrollable behaviour requiring

increasing numbers of suspensions and expulsions—even for Kindergarten

students—tell us that something has gone badly wrong in our society. And as

our children are in schools for a major portion of their childhood, schools

should be able to do something about it!

Professor Ian Hickie of Sydney University’s Brain and Mind Institute had this

to say about the lack of mental health in our society:

This generation has some of the highest rates of mental health

and substance abuse problems of any generation we’ve ever

looked at. So although they’re physically healthier than they’ve

ever been, a little fatter but physically healthier, their mental

health is the big reason they’re not at school, not going onto uni-

versity, dropping out of the workforce.

Hickie deduces that a reason for this lack of mental health is that many chil-

dren have lost contact with a wider adult functional world. He says that there

is “less contact with community groups, churches, sporting organisations,

aunts, uncles, grandparents, the lot”.

In The Age newspaper on 3 August this year, the Victorian Police were

reported as saying that “the escalation in juvenile crimes—ranging from

break and enters to drug offences and assaults—is being fuelled by children’s

growing exposure to sexual and violent images on the Internet”.

Bob Johnston of the Australian Association of Christian Schools says that

many children don’t even get a chance “to engage a moral compass for their

journey into adulthood”. And he sees the problem in the corrupt Western

absolute of consumerism which steals time from parenting, leaving children

with their shared ignorance and an Internet without boundaries as the only

source of comfort, guidance and authority.

It is in this context that a Christian worldview in education provides a

connection for students with the source of love and goodness through a

functional adult community which, in the case of Redeemer Baptist School, is

28



the Ministry Order of Redeemer Baptist Church. Pope Benedict XVI wrote in

his book Values in a Time of Upheaval: “The fate of a society always depends

on creative minorities. Believing Christians ought to understand themselves

as just such a creative minority.” We hope—and the testimonies of our past

students give us reason to believe—that a Redeemer education gives our

students a framework of truth and an impulse of love to contribute as creative

minorities within our society for good.

What to do with a Christian worldview?

The consciences of students are trained at all schools according to a

worldview. We aim for Redeemer students to have a basis, more than just their

feelings at a particular moment, for deciding what is right and what is wrong.

They have guiding principles, external to themselves, which constrain their

future life’s direction. Dr Bryan Cowling, Executive Director of the Anglican

Schools Commission, says this about worldviews taken on by students:

There is no neutrality because all of life needs to be viewed from a

biblically faithful worldview perspective. Those who do not sub-

mit everything to the Lordship of Christ are shaping their view of

reality through some other integrating worldview—be it secular

humanism, economic rationalism, socialism, or whatever.

If a Christian worldview in education has been communicated to and received

by Redeemer students there will be a compelling force within them to help

others who are in real need, to love as Jesus loved, to hate sin.

There is always a challenge for Redeemer students, somewhat like the

challenge that the Pope gave to those at the World Youth Day celebrations.

There is a challenge not to join the societal drift against all that is good and

true in this wonderful world that God has created. There is a challenge to

embrace the Christian worldview—which has been the reason for all of the

teachers serving in the way that they have for the last 28 years at this School.

So there is a challenge for our students to be transforming agents for good in

this world. I would invite all those who have had a Redeemer education to step

fully into the love and hope and joy which is to be found in serving God with all

of your life. I challenge you to follow in the footsteps of our Lord Jesus 100%.

Let God’s love in you direct you to make a change with lasting effect in our

society. Listen to what He wants for your life and step into that purpose! Hear

and obey!
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Our students will be receiving their reports at the conclusion of this service.

HSC students will get their results next week. But regardless of whether your

reports contain high scores or not, all of you can step into life 100%. All can

enjoy 100% life! All can follow Jesus. All can give up everything else and

follow Jesus—in university or TAFE studies, in families, in careers, in

communities—all can follow Jesus 100%, stepping into the adventure of

doing whatever He wants you to do. This is 100% life! This is exciting life!

This is fully fun life! It may be difficult and sometimes even painful (I’m sure

it hurt the martyrs when they were dying for Jesus), but it’s 100% when it’s

with Jesus. Life to the full. Eternal life! Life full of joy even in suffering. 100%

life.

What to do with a Christian worldview? Don’t waste it! Don’t live against it!

I look forward to seeing and hearing more testimonies of Redeemer students

who have given 100% to Jesus and gained 100% life! That will give you

sustained happiness, a more certain outcome than the uncertain futures of the

stock exchange! And sharing that life with you would give us teachers more

joy than anything else!

Redeemer in 2008

I would like to conclude by sharing some of the highlights of life at Redeemer

this year.

This year I was the Assistant Principal in First Semester and the Principal in

Second Semester. There was a transition in leadership at the end of the First

Semester when our two outstanding and long-term leaders stepped aside

from the daily task of leadership in the School and assumed their Emeritus

roles. I would like to acknowledge these two men who steered Redeemer for

the first half of this year—two men who together have been responsible for the

foundation, Christian ethos and overall success of the School right up to this

year. I am, of course, talking about Noel Cannon and Max Shaw. And to

commemorate their many years of leadership at the helm of Redeemer, we

commissioned a prize-winning portrait artist—Leeka Gruzdeff—to provide

the School with a portrait of each of these leaders, so that their contribution

during the first 28 years of Redeemer Baptist School will never be forgotten.

These portraits will be on permanent display in a prominent position in the

School.
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We have seen tonight a fine array of students come forward and walk across

the stage to receive their well-earned rewards. It is good that we celebrate

academic and sporting excellence, good citizenship, special achievements,

and the attainment of vocational qualifications. But I hasten to add that this

only picks up a portion of our students’ achievements this year and I believe

that you all, as friends of the School, would like to know of some of the other

outstanding successes of our School students in 2008.

STANSW (Science Teachers’ Association of NSW) Young Scientist
Competition

• Chaneg Torres, Year 9, won Young Scientist of the Year. He also won
the National Measurement Instrument Award, the ARUP Built
Environment Award, and first place in Years 7–9 Physics. Chaneg has
also been nominated by STANSW to represent Australia in the 2009
Intel ISEF (International Science and Engineering Fair) in Nevada,
USA.

• Alexandra Garth, Year 4, was awarded Primary Young Scientist of the
Year.

• Matthew Bolton and Timothy Bailey won the best team entry for Years
10–12.

• William Garth won the RACI Chemistry Award.

• Callum Bailey won the Science in a Box Living Things Award.

• Other finalists from our School included Adam Gibson, Ian Garth and
Richard Garth.

At a NSW Department of Education conference on Science in the Middle

Years, four of the seven students chosen to inform the science educators—the

STANSW Young Scientist Tall Poppies Student Panel—were from

Redeemer, including Chaneg Torres, Alexandra Garth, Chanum Torres and

Timothy Bailey.

BHP Billiton Science Awards

• Alexandra Garth was one of four primary student winners in this
national competition.

• Timothy Bailey and Matthew Bolton attended the science camp in
Melbourne with 11 other national finalists.

• Five of our secondary students were semi-finalists, including: Ellenore
Forrester, Phillip Garth, Deborah Thambyaiyah, Bhavana Verma and
Christina Yoo.
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• Eight of our Primary students were also Primary Encouragement
Award Winners, including: Nicholas Bolton, Richard Garth, William
Garth, Benjamin Gibson, Claire Ongley, Megan Ongley, David Poyitt
and Liam Shaw.

MYDA (Minister’s Young Designers Awards)—Year 8 Design and
Technology

• 25% of the students selected as finalists from across the state—from
government, Catholic and Independent schools—were from Redeemer,
including: George Hanna, Benjamin Le, Binny Lee and Alan Li;
Ellenore Forrester, Bethlehem Akele, and Caitlyn Du.

• In addition, Ellenore Forrester, Betty Akele and Caitlyn Du won the
Taronga Zoo Built Environment Award for their design of a frog pond
that would make it possible for frogs to co-exist with people in urban
development.

DesignTECH

• Jose Unilongo has been nominated by the HSC Examiners for the
display in the Powerhouse Museum of the best Design &Technology
projects completed by HSC students this year.

2008 NSW State SunSprint Model Solar Challenge

• The Best Concept Special Award was won by the Year 10 Design
&Technology students Hyun Woo Woo, Uta Miyazaki and Charles
Cannon with their “Launch Box”, which was also awarded third place
in the novice category.

2008 Orange Blossom Festival Colouring-In Competition

• Edward Garth (Pre-Kindergarten) won second prize and Liam Shaw
(Year 3) won third prize.

Dorothea Mackellar Poetry Competition

• Catherine Young was awarded runner-up in lower primary with her
expressive and intimate poem, “Sugar Glider”.

• A jewel in Redeemer’s literacy crown this year was the National
Schools’ Award in this key event of National Literacy and Numeracy
Week.
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History Mastermind

• 57 teams competed from government and non-government schools at
The Hills Sports High School.

• Our Year 7 team won second place.

• Our Year 8 team won third place.

• Redeemer Baptist School placed second overall.

Any one of these awards would be a major achievement in a school’s academic

year. These are all highly significant, prestigious events in the educational

calendar for all schools in NSW and across Australia. To achieve all of these

awards in one year represents phenomenal effort from both students and

staff. So I think that we should congratulate all who achieved so admirably in

forums alongside peers from other schools. Well done!

This year, once again, Redeemer students have been inspired to do their

best—to aim for and to achieve comparative excellence—not only within the

School but also in inter-school competitions and external assessments. I now

draw your attention to these further achievements of our students.

Sport—team championships

• Senior Cricket—we won the Reid Shield for the fourth year in a row,
with James Frank as captain.

• Senior Softball—we won the Nepean Western Zone Christian Schools
competition for the third year in a row, with Bianca Slaviero as captain.

• SWISSA Senior Soccer, with HaMin Jeon as captain.

• SWISSA Intermediate Netball, with Marina Galatoulas as captain.

• SWISSA Junior Secondary OzTag, with Wilisoni Lotu as captain.

• SWISSA Junior Super 8’s Cricket, with John Poyitt as captain.

• SWISSA Senior Softball, with Emma Poyitt as captain.

• SWISSA Junior Softball, with Jamel Dib as captain.

• ASISSA Years 5&6 OzTag, with Aidan Bailey as captain.

• ASISSA Years 3&4 OzTag were undefeated, with Daniel Lotu as
captain.

• Years 5&6 Cricket were in the Grand Final.

• Junior and Senior Girls Volleyball were both finalists.

• Senior Boys Basketball, Junior Softball and Junior Cricket were also
semi-finalists.
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Swimming and Athletics

• Bryan Haydon, Hannah Wallis and Anthony Slaviero were age
champions in the SWISSA swimming carnival.

• Sarah Kalule, Hannah Wallis, David Poyitt, Kevin Choi, Petros
Savaiko, Elijah Magee and Kerry Kufuae were all age champions in the
SWISSA athletics carnival.

• In the SWISSA cross country, Krishni Jayawardana won the Junior
Girls race and Timothy Bailey won the Senior Boys race.

Tertiary success

• In 2008, 88% of our previous HSC cohort went onto further tertiary
studies.

National Assessment Program—Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN)

• Redeemer’s School Average for numeracy and overall literacy was above
the National Average in each Year level assessed.

• None of the Redeemer students were in the lowest band for numeracy.

• Student growth in overall literacy at Redeemer was up to 2 times that
of students in the State.

• In the NAPLAN the highest achievable result is Band 10 in Year 9. It
gives me great pleasure to report that: 19% of Redeemer’s Year 9
students achieved Band 10 for overall literacy (compared with 6% of
students in the State); and 31% of Redeemer’s Year 9 students
achieved Band 10 for numeracy (compared with 13% of students in the
State).

AMEB

• Students sat for exams in Piano, Clarinet, Violin, Cello, Recorder,
Flute, Music Craft and Musicianship.

• 49% of all students sitting exams were awarded Honours.

• Liam Shaw, Melissa Bolton and Judson Bailey were awarded Honours
with Distinction in their AMEB exams.

English, Mathematics, Science, Chemistry and Computer Skills
Competitions conducted by the UNSW, the Royal Australian Chemistry
Institute (RACI) and the Australian Mathematics Trust (Canberra
University)

• 7 High Distinctions, including: Richard Garth (English, Science and
Mathematics); Camila Lievano (English); Chaneg Torres (English);
Timothy Bailey (Chemistry); and James Sun (Mathematics).
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• 41 distinctions

• 153 credits

• Krishni Jayawardana won 3rd prize in Years 4–6 RACI Crystal Growing
Competition. Krishni also won the Prudence Award in the Australian
Mathematics Competition.

Maths in Surveying

• Year 10 students Abby Ng, Cannie Lam, Ecem Akyol, Delora Chi, Hyun
Woo Woo, and Uta Miyazaki won the Hedge Garden Mapping activity.

We should acknowledge the successes of all of our students. Every student

who has done his or her best has contributed to these excellent academic and

sporting results. Parents, friends, past and present students have also enjoyed

this year the Open Day presentations—Music Machine and The Amazing

Book—and the Drama Club’s presentation of David Copperfield. And we’ve

heard the wonderful singing of the students tonight, and we’ll get a chance to

buy more CD’s for Christmas presents of the excellent Christmas carols and

songs that they have produced. I think that we should congratulate all of the

students! Well done!

This is a breathtaking list of achievements, and these are only the highlights.

There is much, much more that Redeemer students have achieved this year.

But I want to now shift the focus away from academic achievements. I would

like us to focus on the outreach of the School and in particular the outreach of

our students.

Redeemer’s Outreach in 2008

• This year our Year 10 students raised funds on their Gala Day towards
assisting with the needs of Aboriginal communities. One of their
projects was to rebuild the Church in the remote Mulli Mulli Aboriginal
Community in northern NSW. With the funds they raised, plus
significant support from industry and the School community, they
achieved in one week of the October school holidays—with the help of
our volunteer tradesmen in Redeemer Baptist Services—their goal of
rebuilding the Mulli Mulli Full Gospel Church.

• Next week two of our Year 10 students will be presenting a cheque for
$2,500 to the Brotherhood of St Laurence HIPPY program in La
Perouse. This is a school-readiness program for low income, mostly
Aboriginal families in that area.
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• Redeemer hosted a Watoto concert in July this year and contributed
$911 to the Watoto Childcare Ministries in Uganda.

• Our Preparatory School students collected more than 150 Christmas
gifts to send with Outback Patrol to fellow Australian children in
severely drought-affected areas of Queensland.

• Our Middle School choir has this year presented well-received concerts
in the Schools in Harmony festival in Martin Place, the Easter in the
West festival in Blacktown shopping centre, and the Aminya annual
fair.

• Each of the classes in the School this year has put together a program
to entertain a group of elderly residents in Baptist Community Care
nursing homes.

• Our Year 10 students, as part of their careers week, spent a morning
giving a major spring clean to the CareFlight headquarters behind
Westmead hospital. CareFlight is a registered charity in NSW
operating in partnership with the NSW government and in particular
the NSW ambulance service.

• Redeemer staff—as WRAP trainers for The Hills Regional Skills
Centre (THRSC)—were also given a Thumbs-up Award (alongside the
Wiggles, University of Western Sydney and the Coca Cola Australia
Foundation) from the Australian Literacy and Numeracy Foundation
(ALNF) for our contribution to literacy in regional and remote
indigenous communities.

• In October this year Fiona Bailey led a team of WRAP literacy trainers
to the very remote Owairtilla Public School at Canteen Creek.

• THRSC has also led an initiative in early literacy—alongside
Mary-Ruth Mendel, founder of ALNF—in the Kempsey area. This
initiative is currently being reviewed by the Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Early Childhood Sector Advisory Group (ATSIECSAG), and
the Australian Government Department of Education, Employment and
Work Relations (DEEWR).

Once again, this is only a brief review of all the outreach activities of the

Redeemer School community—students, parents and staff—this year.

Jesus said: “When someone has been given much, much will be required in

return; and when someone has been entrusted with much, even more will be

required (Luke12:48).” I think that you will agree with me that Redeemer

students are given much. The pastoral care and quality teaching enable top

quality learning and high academic achievement. They have been given much.

So, much is required of them. That is what our Lord Jesus says. That is why
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these aspects of giving—the students, the staff, the School community—this

personal involvement in giving to others in need is not just extra-curricular at

Redeemer, it is embedded in the curriculum. It is part of our core education at

Redeemer. And I must thank the parents for their generosity in responding to

various needs, including the shoe-box gifts prepared for distribution by

Outback Patrol and the very adequate provision of food for the students and

other volunteers during their week at Mulli Mulli.

A couple of weeks ago we had a visit from one of our former students, Andrew

Park. Now this is not unusual. We often receive visits from our past students

who come to see their teachers, to catch up on what is happening at

Redeemer, and to share where they are up to. But this was a particularly

special visit from a student who completed his studies in the School six years

ago. He was a student of both Redeemer and Garfield Barwick School.

Andrew said that, for the last six years, he has had a good job with the

Commonwealth Bank. Currently he is working in the area of mortgages and

bank loans. Andrew is also a member of the Australian Deaf Soccer Team and

has played with the team in international tournaments, most recently in

Taiwan. Andrew was our goalie in a very successful Senior Soccer team. But

this is what Andrew said to us at the School:

I’ve been pushing paper for a long time, and it’s a good job. And

I’ve got to tell you that the only reason why I can work in a normal

job and do well is because of being integrated at Redeemer with

help from Garfield Barwick right through to Year 12. But I don’t

want to just push paper for the rest of my life. I want to make a dif-

ference for people. I’ve been given so much by Redeemer and Gar-

field Barwick and I now want to be able to give. I want to get

involved in deaf education so that I can give to others what’s been

given to me.

This is a wonderful outcome of Redeemer’s partnership with the Garfield

Barwick School.

During Term 3 this year we invited a number of our past students to speak at

the weekly Chapel service. The brief that Phillip Bailey gave to them was very

broad: “We want the students to know that there is life after School, that there

is a purpose in all that they are doing.” The messages that they wanted to

convey were certainly encouraging to all of the staff who have devoted their

lives to serving Christ in the ministries of Redeemer Baptist Church. I believe

that what they said would also be encouraging to parents and friends, and a
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reminder to the students of some memorable occasions in Chapel this year.

Here is a brief sample.

Excerpts from Chapel, Term 3

“If you get strayed you lose control; your passion takes you to a

place where you are not in charge…. One of the unique things

that Redeemer taught me and that I make sure I keep is fellow-

ship…. You have to make sure the friends around you add value

to you, that they don’t pollute you, that they don’t make you stray

… it’s those three to five people that you can call up at 3 in the

morning that really make a difference to your happiness.”

—Emanuel Perdis, co-founder and general manager of Napoleon Cosmetics in Australia

“The marks you get in exams, university degrees and possessions

all seem important in this life, but in the light of eternity, and com-

pared to knowing Jesus Christ, they’re considered rubbish. Life is

short but forever is a long time. What counts is whether or not

you know Jesus Christ. Take the opportunity at a school like this

to get to know Jesus.”

—Julie Haddon, a registered nurse and Anglican minister’s wife

“You’ve got to take everything you learn from this School. It’s the

attitude you get. Everyone here has a badge. Everything that you

do here, you take it on after School. The most important thing is

the attitude you take away from this School. I want you guys to

feel lucky that you’re at Redeemer. I’m so glad I went to

Redeemer.”

—Umut Gulasi, a manager for Dell computers

“My technical interest stems back to a teacher here, my science

teacher, Phillip. A man of passion who was always excited about

what he did. That ingrained something in me. What happens

when you give it your best, you are also giving God opportunity to

bless whatever you are doing.”

—David Watson, production manager for Hillsong and Darlene Zschech

“I know that God’s purpose for me was to be a voice in the media

industry…. I discovered God while I was at this school. I went to

a Bible study one day with Karen Cannon and I still have the little

book she gave me, Morning Glory, which I read every morning.”

—Rachel Falecki, Channel 9 producer of television shows
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“Because I was in this community and in this School and trusted

the teachers in this School, I was able to know what it is really like

to live as a Christian. I learnt the love of the Lord through people.

That’s the good news I want to share with you today. Being in this

School, I felt the love of people who are brothers and sisters in

Christ.”

—Allan Lam, an engineer with ARUP, the engineers
for the Water Cube at the Beijing Olympics

“I came to know the Lord through the love of people here in Re-

deemer and that changed everything. Later on I have decided to

do the same things for other people because the love that I felt

through this community and this School is so amazing and power-

ful…. God has called me to share God’s love and to preach God’s

word to people who do not know Jesus Christ…. You’ve got to do

what God has called you to do.”

—Jae Kook Kim, a Presbyterian Pastor completing his Masters degree in Theology

The years at Redeemer Baptist School—including this year and, we trust,

next year as we look forward to recommencement next February—are

leading to the possibility of young men and women making a valuable

contribution in their homes, in their careers, in their study, in their sport and

community groups, in their Churches, and in worthwhile ventures to help

those in need. We trust that these years in Redeemer help to prepare our

students to become good Australian citizens and, indeed, redeemed citizens

of the Kingdom of Heaven.
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