


The Principal’s Address

Looking to the Future
—Legislative Changes Herald a

New Direction in Education

R
ecently, Dr Shaw attended the “Hills 2026 Community Summit” on

behalf of the School. This was an event at the Baulkham Hills Shire

Council which aimed to identify strategies to manage future change in

the Baulkham Hills Shire over the next twenty years. Baulkham Hills Shire is a

rapidly changing area. There are new residential developments including the

major Rouse Hill development. There are new commercial developments

including the ever-expanding Castle Towers and high-tech developments at

Norwest. There are issues that must be addressed with those changes such as

public transport, roads and community services infrastructure. But alongside

this inevitable progress of a Shire within the greater metropolitan area of

Sydney, there are also features of life in the Shire which the community

identified as being important for conservation—the bush, the volunteering

spirit, a safe place for families to grow up, preservation of what is important

while adjusting to the thrust of change in the 21st century. Apparently this kind

of “visioning” is taking place in Councils across our land, so that governments

can be informed as they develop policy and legislation that shape the future.

The Impact of Legislation

As I thought about the “Hills 2026 Community Summit”, I reflected—as I

have often done over the years—on what Redeemer Baptist School would

look like in years to come. School education is always in a process of change.

In recent years many of these changes are being instigated by an Australian

Government which has an increasing interest in educational outcomes and

how they can be measured and improved. There are also changes in State

Government legislation which impact all schools. And there are features of

our society which inevitably have an impact in the classroom. The thrust for

change now is at least as great as it has ever been during my many years in

education. And I believe the need to conserve what is at the core of a

Redeemer education is more important than ever. What changes and what

stays the same. That is what I want to explore with you this evening.

Our Contractual Obligations with the Australian
Government

In 2005 the School entered into a funding agreement with the Australian

Department of Education, Science and Training. Over the last couple of years

there has already been a number of changes, particularly in the areas of
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assessment and reporting, which we have implemented along with all other

schools in Australia.

Impressive Literacy and Numeracy Results

You received the 2006 Annual Report earlier this year which demonstrated

graphically the tremendous results of Redeemer students in numeracy and

literacy. In the Years 7 and 8, ELLA and SNAP assessments, none of our

students was in the low performance bands, and in almost all of the

assessment categories, there were almost double the percentage of Redeemer

students in the high performance band compared with the rest of the State.

Equally remarkable was the graph which showed that the average growth in

numeracy from Year 7 to Year 8 was more than double that of the rest of the

State. And I am pleased to announce to you tonight that the results for 2007

are also impressive, with no students below the benchmark in any test for

Years 3 and 5, and our average in literacy and numeracy being in the top two

achievement bands.

National Testing Regime

Next year students in NSW will not be given the Basic Skills Test. Instead, the

Australian Council for Educational Research (ACER)—on behalf of the

Australian Government—is developing a National Testing Regime.

Redeemer has been involved with ACER in the trialing of the proposed tests.

In addition to these changes in assessment and reporting that we have already

implemented, there are also commitments that we have made to implement

future changes envisaged by the Australian Government.

Australian Statements of Learning

There is a commitment to implement as of next year new national Statements

of Learning and Common Testing Standards—including the common

national tests mentioned previously—in English, Mathematics, Science,

Civics and Citizenship, and Information and Communications Technology.

You will have seen in the papers this year a growing consensus across party

political lines and throughout the States of Australia that some form of

national curriculum in these subject areas is both desirable and inevitable.

Our Interest in History

We have watched with interest as the Australian Government has moved to

mandate History in the school curriculum for all schools throughout

Australia. Those of you who have attended our parent information nights for

subject choices in the middle and senior schools will recall that at Redeemer

History has always been part of the core curriculum, right through to Year 12.
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In the recent History Mastermind Competition, our Year 8 students defeated

the State’s Selective High School students in the semi-finals and in the finals,

emerging as the champions of the competition. Our Year 7 students were also

semi-finalists in the competition.

New Starting Ages in Kindergarten

Our signed agreement with the Australian Government also has a

commitment to achieving, by January 2010, national consistency in the age at

which a child starts school. At Redeemer we have always been concerned to

avoid the “hurried child” syndrome, identified by the noted American

Professor of Child Development David Elkind as “growing up too fast too

soon”. We have encouraged parents to agree with us not to start the

Kindergarten year before the child turns five. We strongly disagree with the

proposed application of an economic model to determine school starting age

based on the increased productivity yield that the child will provide to the

economy by finishing school at a younger age. Our children are more than

mere factors of production. We have said to parents that if a child is immature

with respect to other students in the class, just because he happens to be a few

months younger, that disadvantageous start to education can adversely affect

the rest of the educational pathway. And so—in consideration of both our

perspective on not hurrying child development and our agreement with the

Australian Government to achieve national consistency in this issue—as of

2008 Redeemer Baptist School will allow children who turn five in April to

commence in our Kindergarten year, what we call K2.

Changes in NSW Government Legislation

This year—in addition to being responsible to the State Minister for Educa-

tion through the Board of Studies—schools in NSW that operate outside

school hours offer care services, and schools that have a pre-Kindergarten

class are now also responsible to the State Minister for Community Services.

Accordingly, during the year, the Redeemer Baptist Services After School

Care Centre was licensed with the NSW Department of Community Services

(DOCS). Similarly, the School will have its pre-Kindergarten class, what we

call K1, licensed with DOCS by July 2008. This change in the licensing of our

K1 class has caused us to reflect and change our starting age for the pre-Kin-

dergarten class. As of first term 2008, we will open enrolment in our K1 class

to children aged three years and up.

Cultural and Educational Pressures

So far we have been talking about mandated changes. Now we turn to

developments in the Australian economy and culture, developments in science
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and technology, and developments in educational pedagogy—all of which

have an impact on the direction of school education in Australia.

Information and Communications Technologies

In November 2005 a white paper which had been commissioned by the Kent

County Council in England was published by Microsoft Corporation. It

sought to envision a new learner-centric pedagogy in a knowledge age.

Professor Stephen Heppell, in his foreword to the paper, said that education

in the 21st century competes for the students’ attention against the

seductiveness of networked games, their rapidly more powerful phones, new

media, sport and much more. Unsurprisingly, the infrastructure that

Microsoft found to be relevant in this dazzling age was not so much buildings

as software-driven ICT (information and communications technologies). The

buzz words for innovation in the report were “virtual mentoring”, “electronic

content”, “digital dashboard”, “streaming media”, and “data integration”.

Matching our Installed Technology to the Changes

As you have already been informed in earlier reports this year, at Redeemer—

under the guidance of our Assistant to the Principal, Jonathan Cannon, who is

also a Registered Architect—we continue to respond with professional and

pastoral responsibility to ICT both as a requirement and as a resource in the

curriculum. At the beginning of the year we completed a major ICT upgrade

in the computer lab and design room. And we have now connected the

internet—using sophisticated white and black list technology—in every

classroom of the Preparatory School. With the completion of the electrical

infrastructure, which we plan to commence in 2008, there will be monitored

access to the internet as a learning resource in all classrooms throughout the

School.

I am also pleased to announce that two of our staff—Murray Garth and

Meredith Cannon—this year completed a Diploma in E-Learning. They have

also spent time in-servicing the rest of the staff in this new pedagogy.

The Price of the New Technologies

But I must add that the new technologies come at a price. There is the issue of

cyber-bullying. There is the issue of predators on chat rooms. There is the

issue of saying what should never be said, and showing what should never be

shown, whilst hiding behind anonymity. But the anonymity can be traced, and

young people are leaving a trail of autobiographical excerpts that they will one

day regret. The School is vigilant in these matters, for the sake of your child

and for the health of the entire School community.
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The Council of First Ministers (CAF)

The recently established Council of First Ministers (Premiers) of Australia’s

States and Territories (known as CAF) released a report in September this

year entitled “The Future of Schooling in Australia”. The Report has been

described by the Executive Director of the Independent Schools Council of

Australia, Bill Daniels, as a useful discussion paper for suggesting

improvements to the National Goals for Schooling. The National Catholic

Education Commission describes the report as a stimulus for further debate

and ongoing discussion.

Key Developments in Dealing with New Challenges

In a chapter bearing the title “Dealing with New Challenges”, the Report lists

a number of key developments which affect the future of school education.

These are:

• education is an investment that is crucial to secure Australia’s future

economic prosperity and meet changing workforce demands;

• young people need the right skills and knowledge to thrive in an

information-rich world;

• education is critical to both understand and address emerging

environmental challenges;

• education can promote social cohesion;

• education is a critical driver for delivering equality of opportunity in

society; and

• education remains an important contributor to the spiritual, moral,

cultural and physical development of young people.

Our Culture of Excellence in Science, Technology and the Arts

Redeemer has a culture of excellence in science and technology which the

Australian Government referred to in its report “Australia’s Teachers,

Australia’s Future”. This culture of excellence in research and design has been

reinforced this year. You have already been informed about two of our former

students who were awarded first place in the national prestigious BHP Billiton

Science Awards. And I am pleased to inform you tonight of the outstanding

recognition of Redeemer students in Science, Technology and the Arts this

term.

• Eight of our Year 8 boys worked collaboratively to produce

outstanding design projects—the ZESK water fence and the Suction
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Toilet—to conserve water. These were State Award Winners in the

Minister’s Young Designers Awards, presented personally to our

students by Minister The Hon John Della Bosca.

• In the Science Teachers Association of NSW (STANSW) Young

Scientist competition, 19 of the 62 finalists were Redeemer students.

Redeemer has always featured prominently in the STANSW Young

Scientist, but this year more Redeemer students won their categories

than ever before.

• During the last school holidays, when a group of our students formed

part of the audience for the ABC’s “New Inventors” program, our staff

were pleasantly surprised to discover that one of our former students

was a featured inventor on the program with complex digital

technology applied to car racing. He spoke to our students at the end

of the session and said that he attributes his success to Phillip Bailey’s

Physics classes at Redeemer. He also said that he does not swear, and

that this is also a distinctive contribution in the racing circuit which is

also attributable to a Redeemer education!

• And this year our Drama Club students decided that they would try a

new medium for communicating truth. They entered the Ignite Short

Film Festival with their debut film “Carry”, and won the Schools

Category. The message that the students wanted to communicate is

that there is no discrimination between the kinds of people we can help

as we carry each other’s burdens through life to the foot of the Cross.

Key Teaching Personnel

These educational and character outcomes are driven by dedicated and

talented teachers who give without stint to all the students in the School.

Heather MacMillan continues to facilitate the process whereby students

invent relevant design solutions with market potential. Stuart Garth continues

to inspire students to employ the scientific method to test their hypotheses.

And our students’ skills in communication are enhanced by the teachers’

common commitment to the School’s WRAP literacy program, under the

guidance of our Curriculum Co-ordinator Mrs Fiona Bailey.

The New National Curricula

The number one aim in the action plan at the conclusion of the CAF report is

working towards a national curricula. Those responsible for leadership in

pedagogy and curriculum at Redeemer have maintained an awareness of

these matters through in-services conducted by the Association of
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Independent Schools and membership of professional associations such as

the Australian College of Educators. Our Headmaster and Bursar, Dr Max

Shaw and Russell Bailey, have provided leadership for the professional

development of Christian School Principals in the Association of Executives

of Christian Schools. And Redeemer continues to be a place of interest as a

model in the teaching of literacy. This last term we have provided

demonstration lessons for teachers of elite private schools, country schools,

State schools, other independent schools, and remote bush schools. We were

also asked to hold demonstration lessons of our literacy program, WRAP, for

the Australian Government Department of Education, Science and Training.

We enjoy the collegiality of sharing our gifts and the fruit of our hard work

with others.

Church Schools at a Crossroads

Catholic

In a pastoral letter from the bishops of the Catholic Churches of NSW and

ACT published in August this year, there is acknowledgment that changes in

our educational and cultural context have radically affected Catholic schools

in recent years. These changes include:

• powerful agents such as the media and new technologies which

undermine the distinctive vision and values of the Church;

• fewer priests and religious are in service than was previously the case;

• the replacement of staff who are members of Catholic religious orders;

and

• society wide trends such as secularisation, consumerism, family

dysfunction and values disorientation.

There are also aspects of the publication which are specifically directed

towards Catholic Church traditions and beliefs. Nevertheless, the bishops’

letter is an encouragement to their church communities to recommit in the

new situation of the 21st century to the task of evangelising, forming and

otherwise educating our next generation. There may be particular emphases

taken up by schools from time to time, such as justice or ecology, but these

emphases must never eclipse the proclamation of the good news of salvation

in Jesus Christ and the building of that relationship with Jesus Christ and His

Church. The bishops acknowledge that some aspects of schooling will

change, but the fundamental purpose will remain the same. To succeed in this

mission it will be essential for the vocations of the priesthood, the religious life

and Christian marriage to be actively promoted in Catholic schools.
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Anglican

In September the Anglican Education Commission in Sydney also adopted a

new Diocesan Policy Statement on Education. The policy states that a

commitment to education has been a feature of the Christian Church from the

beginning. The policy admits that, whereas biblical principles that inform our

worldview are unchanging, the legislative environment and societal

expectations in which we operate will vary. The policy endorses the

opportunity and responsibility of Anglican schools to make their contribution

to education in a distinctively Christian context. And the policy makes a

commitment to actively recruit Christians who are committed to quality

teaching and learning to serve as teachers and administrators. Now that the

Diocesan Policy Statement on Education has been adopted, School Council

members and School Headmasters are to sign the prescribed statement of

personal faith and support for the Christian ethos and charter for the

organisation—or, if that statement of personal faith cannot be signed in good

conscience, they are to at least sign the prescribed statement of support for the

Christian ethos and charter of the organisation.

Holding on to Eternal Biblical Truths

There is in these large denominations a recognition that the Church has a

responsibility through education to preserve and pass on the eternal truths of

biblical Christianity in a rapidly changing educational culture. There is also a

wistful longing that more of their teachers in their schools were practising

Christians—or, in the case of the Catholic schools, members of religious

orders—a seemingly impossible desire that all those who staff Church schools

would have a heart belief in the fundamental importance of the students

discovering their own saving relationship with Jesus Christ.

The Ministry Order

As I have stated on previous occasions, Redeemer Baptist School was formed

by the Ministry Order of Redeemer Baptist Church committing themselves to

this calling, this new ministry of school education among other ministries that

we were already engaged in. The Lord had touched our hearts in revival and

we believed that—filled with His Spirit and equipped with the gifts of the

Spirit—we could do anything that He called us to do. The School grew from

very small beginnings, and constantly there were more people responding to

the call of God to serve Him in this ministry. Our School has always been

staffed by the Ministry Order of Redeemer Baptist Church, and that includes

teachers, administrators, receptionists, and those involved in maintenance of

grounds and buildings. Indeed, we are all involved in all of these! And that is

the key to the Christian worldview in education at Redeemer: staff who know

Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord; staff who are dependent on the gifts of the

Spirit in their ministry; staff who share the love of the Father in community as
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a vocation; staff who want to share the joy of knowing God with students and

their families.

I am pleased to be able to inform you tonight that there are two of the younger

members of our religious order who will be taking up the ministry of teaching

at Redeemer next year. Jonathan Bailey and Daniel Ridley have completed

over the last four years three tertiary qualifications. From the University of

Western Sydney they have graduated with a Bachelor of Arts and have

qualified to graduate with a Master of Teaching, and from The Hills Regional

Skills Centre—as was evident earlier this evening—they have been awarded a

Graduate Certificate in WRAP. They have already been involved in the life of

the School in music, drama, sport, camps and so on. And they have received

excellent reports from the government schools where they have fulfilled their

practicums. We trust that the Lord will bless them in their obedience to His

calling.

In addition, I am also pleased to be able to inform you that currently we have

six of our younger novitiate members of the Ministry Order studying

Arts/Education and Science/Education at Macquarie University. They are

also being enriched in their studies through a selection of theology and

worldview courses being offered by the Macquarie Christian Studies Institute.

The Enduring Features of Redeemer:
Six Distinctive Characteristics

By God’s grace this miracle of young people responding to the call of

discipleship in this ministry of Redeemer Baptist Church—alongside the

miracle of people staying faithful to the calling of Jesus Christ, through the

inevitable changes and struggles of life, to this vocation of intentional

Christian community—by God’s grace I pray that this miracle of entering in

and staying faithful to our Lord’s call will be one of those enduring features of

Redeemer Baptist School, a unique feature undergirding the distinctive

character of our school ministry.

It is in the context of this sea of cultural, technological and educational change

that I want to conclude with six distinctive characteristics of Redeemer Baptist

School which have been evident throughout the last quarter century and

which I trust will continue to be evident in the future. I believe that the

announcements contained in the preceding text show that Redeemer Baptist

School is both aware of and actively engaged in responding to societal and

educational trends and issues that impinge on today’s schools. However, just

as our local Councils perceive that conservation and preservation is as
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important as progress and development, so too at Redeemer Baptist School

there is a quality of education that must be preserved.

1. The School’s Standard of Excellence

First, I trust that Redeemer Baptist School will always be distinguished by a

standard of excellence. Excellence in academics, excellence in building,

excellence in pastoral care, excellence in student outcomes. An educational

environment in which near enough is not good enough provides a goal for the

students which stretches their potential. As staff, our contribution to the

students is not a job, it’s a calling. So there are no time constraints, there is no

demarcation about what we will or will not do. Our goal is to glorify Christ in

everything that we do, and to love as Christ loves us. That is high motivation

for excellence.

2. A High Participation in School Life

Secondly, I trust that Redeemer Baptist School will always be marked by a

high participation rate of students in all aspects of school life. I remember

when we were in our second year as a School, just 36 students, we won the

Christian Schools Athletics Carnival. And why? Because all of our students

put in more than 100% effort. And that is what we have done ever since. Take,

for example, the level of student involvement in our team sports or the drama

club, or the collaborative learning in science and technology. It is the gestalt

phenomenon. With us all pulling together we can achieve much more than the

sum of individual contributions.

3. Charitable Assistance to Others

Thirdly, I trust that Redeemer Baptist School will always be characterised by

charity, teaching students by practical involvement the importance of helping

others. On 29 July this year the journalist Anne Fawcett of The Sun Herald

quoted our Bursar who said, “It is hoped that students’ extensive practical

involvement in charitable work will provide personal enduring links between

beliefs and actions”. At Redeemer many of the charitable activities are

embedded in the curriculum. Responding with the love of Christ to the needs

of others is a core motivation that should always be fostered in our students.

4. Long Term Health

Fourthly, I trust that Redeemer Baptist School will always be focused on the

long-term health of our students. We read in the newspapers that diabetes is

an increasing threat to the health of Australians, and that the number of

overweight Australian children has doubled in recent years. Our camping

program, our PDHPE curriculum and sport, our no tolerance policy towards

illicit drugs and smoking—these all contribute to healthy food choices and
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physically active lifestyles. All students in Year 11 at Redeemer complete a

First Aid Certificate; all students at Redeemer complete Royal Life Saving

Certificates and Resuscitation Certificates. Redeemer students are equipped

to contribute to the health of others whilst being given an opportunity for a

long and healthy contribution to their families and society.

5. Grounded in Community

Fifthly, I trust that Redeemer Baptist School will always be grounded in

community. The Rev Robert Frisken, one of the leading visionaries of

Christian Schools over the last four decades, wrote about community and

education many years ago:

The concept of Christian Community schooling grew out of a conviction that

schooling was a proper function of the Church ... The New Testament clearly

shows that the Church was meant to be a true community marked by love and

fellowship. If our church and schools can become again such a community,

we shall see revival in our land; we shall see our nation transformed.

That was the vision of Christian Community Schools, the group of Christian

Schools which nurtured our beginnings. Redeemer Baptist School is a

ministry of Redeemer Baptist Church. The community which is our life as a

Church is extended to the students and their families in the School. In this age

with its many new challenges we believe that unless we have encouragement

and strength from each other, we will not be able to preserve biblical and

family values which are so important for the next generation. Incidentally,

Bob and Maryanne Frisken were unable to attend this evening but did send a

message, “We hope that your service goes well”.

6. A School Transformed by the Gospel of Jesus Christ

Finally, I trust that Redeemer Baptist School will always be transformed by the

gospel of Jesus Christ. In Christ the School can never be a static organisation.

Our School song begins with the words “To Know is to Trust”, and our

School badge displays the words “To Hear is to Obey”. Knowing, trusting,

hearing and obeying Christ. That is why this School was formed. That is the

source of our hope—for ourselves, for our students, for the world. Jesus said,

“If anyone thirsts, let Him come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as

the Scripture has said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.” There

is life and hope and forgiveness and joy in communion with Christ. This is our

new life in Christ each morning, every day. Our desire is that Redeemer

students will be given the opportunity to come to know and trust Christ. And

as they hear and obey Christ, we pray that they too will have rivers of living

water flowing through them. We pray that as they communicate in word and

life the gospel of God’s love for all the world, that Redeemer students will have
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a transforming impact wherever they are, whatever their vocation, whatever

their circumstance.

A Catalogue of Success at Redeemer in 2007

It is important that we celebrate the successes of all of the students in an

academic year on a night such as tonight. However, it would be nigh

impossible to list all of the students who have: participated in sports teams;

contributed to performances for elderly folk in the care of Baptist Community

Services; raised funds for the Watoto Childcare Ministries; performed in the

Drama Club and Open Days; entertained guests from the Canteen Creek

State School; collected shoe box gifts to be distributed to remote Queensland

and NSW schools by Outback Patrol; or sung in the Easter celebrations in the

Town Hall and Martin Place. Most of the students at Redeemer take the

opportunity to get fully involved in the life of the School, enriching their own

academic pathway and contributing to the vitality of the learning community.

So I provide the following list to highlight the extent of the School’s achieve-

ments this year.

Science

BHP Billiton Science Awards

• 1st prize Ian Cannon and Rickystan Savaiko
(Year 12, 2006)

• Primary winner Chanum Torres (Year 3)

• Primary semi-finalists Catherine Cannon, Phillip Garth, William
Garth, Kaitlyn Gibson, Laura Gibson and
Benjamin Gibson

STANSW Young Scientist

• Years K–2 Richard Garth, Liam Shaw

• Years 3–6 Nicholas Bolton, David Poyitt, Alexandra
Garth, Phillip Garth, William Garth,
Benjamin Gibson, Claire Ongley, Megan
Ongley

• Years 7–9 Ellenore Forrester (including National Parks
and Wildlife Service Eco Tourism Science
Award, the STANSW Best Scientific
Investigation in Earth and Environmental
Science Years 7–9, the STEP Environment
Prize, the Intel best scientific investigation
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that effectively demonstrates concepts and/or
processes of design and/or engineering), Al
Lim, Kajal Verma

• Years 10–12 Timothy Bailey, Matthew Bolton, Christian
Mapperson, Deborah Thambyaiyah, Bhavana
Verma, Christina Yoo

• Certificate of Excellence Callum Bailey, Georgina Garth

Design and Technology

• MYDA State Awards Jarred Esmundo, Seong Gu Kang, Jae Won
Shin, Timothy Zakroczymski, Nicholas
Galatoulas, Judah Habib, Al Lim, Chaneg
Torres

Art

• BHSC Colouring Competition James Lawton and Miriam Poyitt,
1st and 2nd place

• Dymocks Golden Paw Award 19 aquatic drawings of Redeemer
students were selected for display at the
Australian National Maritime Museum:
Aidan Bailey, Callum Bailey, Gilana
Behan, Nicholas Bolton, SungMan
Chang, Grace Forrester, Adam Gibson,
Kaitlyn Gibson, Laura Gibson, Andrew
Jeevachandran, Serena Jeevachandran,
Peter Ji, Siann Lau, Lawrence Lawton,
Frieda McLenaghan, James Poyitt,
Mary-Anne Poyitt, Sophia Yoo,
Aletheia Yosaviera

English

• ICAS, High Distinction Sarah Trevor (top 1% of the State)

• ICAS, Distinction 14 students from the Preparatory,
Middle and Senior School

• Poetry: Dorothea Mackellar Bettina Liang was awarded a Highly
Commended for her poem,
“Looking Up”

Mathematics

• AMC, Distinction 20 students from the Preparatory, Middle
and Senior School
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Community Languages

• Highly Commended Minister’s Awards for Excellence in Student
Achievement, Senior Section: Grace Hwang

Geography

• High Distinction Camila Lievano, John Poyitt, Jessica
Thambyaiyah, Chaneg Torres, Matthew
Bolton, Timothy Mantiri, Joel Poyitt

History

• Mastermind, Year 8 First place in the inter-school competition
won by Chaneg Torres, Al Lim, Jessica
Thambyaiyah, Kajal Verma and Nicholas
Galatoulas

• Mastermind, Year 7 Semi-finalists: Judson Bailey, Camila
Lievano, Victoria Way and John Poyitt

• HTA Publication Isobel Forrester contributed a chapter on the
“Fall of the Roman Republic 78-31BC” to the
History Teachers Association of NSW
Ancient History Study Guide

Music

• AMEB examinations Out of 30 exam students—including Violin,
Piano, Cello, Flute, Clarinet and
Musicianship—there were 14 Honours and 8
Credits

• SSO Publication Teaching kit on Carl Maria von Weber’s Der
Freischutz: Overture (1820) for the 6:30
Opera House concert series

• Musica Viva Publication The inaugural secondary online teaching kit
for the percussion ensemble B’tutta

• Music Ministry Bible Society Word and Song in the Sydney
Town Hall and on FM103.2; Fusion Easter
celebration in Martin Place; Youth Festival in
Darling Harbour; weddings of student
alumni at Our Lady of Lebanon Marionite
Catholic Church and Sargood Hall
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Sport

Swimming Carnivals

• ASISSA firsts (primary) Edward Tang and Marc Hadad

• SWISSA firsts (secondary) Al Lim, Bryan Haydon, Naomi Wallis,
Anthony Slaviero, Kenny Lee, Hannah
Wallis, Bianca Slaviero and Sebastian
Cheung

Athletics

• ASISSA firsts (primary) Lachlan Bolton, Kevin Choi, Grace Forrester,
Michael Jones

• Qualified for CIS Mhret Akele, Kevin Choi, Melissa Keatinge,
Josep Kim

• SWISSA (secondary) Six of the age champions were Redeemer
students: Demi-Lea Thompson, Hannah
Wallis, Nate Toussaint, Nicholas Galatoulas,
Anthony Slaviero, Kerry Kufuae

• Netball Senior and Intermediate teams won the
SWISSA grand final

• Cricket Senior and Junior teams were joint winners
in the Nepean Western Zone Christian
Schools competition

• Softball Senior and Junior teams were joint winners
in the Nepean Western Zone Christian
Schools competition; the Senior SWISSA
team were joint winners

• Soccer Senior and Junior teams were runners-up in
the SWISSA grand final

• Tennis Senior boys SWISSA champions

• Oztag The Junior ASISSA team (Years 5–6) were
runners-up in the grand final; the Junior
SWISSA team (Years 7–8) were joint
winners

Other Awards

• Ignite Short Film Festival 1st place in the Schools category

• Tank A Day Challenge Years K–6 entered the BlueScope Tank A
Day Challenge and won a water tank for the
School
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• Vision Australia Making a Difference Award to Ian Cannon
and Rickystan Savaiko (Year 12, 2006) for
supporting people who are blind or have low
vision to be able to access and fully
participate in every part of life they choose

Tertiary Pathways

• In 2007, 82% of our HSC cohort were offered university entrance

Staff development

• Postgraduate B.Ed Jonathan Cannon, Lindy Nutt and
Hannah Regan

• M.Ed Fiona Bailey, Isobel Forrester, Stewart
Poyitt and Jenelle Seaman

• Dean’s Awards Fiona Bailey, Jonathan Cannon and Isobel
Forrester

• Diploma in E-Learning Murray Garth and Meredith Cannon

• Grad Cert in Christian Ed Stewart Poyitt and Tanya Poyitt

• Grad Cert in WRAP Fiona Walker

• Dip Bus (School Admin) Jonathan Cannon, Christopher Jones,
Timothy Jones

• FACE The Principal, Noel Cannon, was made a Fellow of the
Australian College of Educators for outstanding school
leadership over a period of almost sixty years covering
cross-sectoral introduction of innovative science programs,
active involvement in professional bodies, and the founding
and leadership of a school with a distinctive Christian
worldview in education with an exemplary record for
innovation in Science, Literacy and Music, and for the care
of disabled and disadvantaged students

In all of this the students and staff are to be congratulated. And for all of this

we give thanks and glory to God.

A Year For Saying “Sorry” and “Thanks”

This year the School has been pleased to accept apologies from some who

were involved in elements of wrongful criticism of the School in recent years.

One of those apologies was published in the local papers. It has been

important to put these matters right in the public arena.

The School also continues to receive effusive letters of gratitude from thank-

ful parents and students. I shall close by reading from one of these letters.
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It is with great humility and sincere gratitude that we write to

thank you and the whole academic staff at Redeemer for the

wonderful term of 6 years that our son has spent at your school.

The dedication, sincerity and kindness shown by your teachers to

all students has been unparalleled in our experience with the

educational system in NSW.

You have successfully complemented our own family and religious

values with those of the school to provide a well rounded social and

educational foundation for our son. For this we will be eternally

grateful.

In particular, we wish to acknowledge the extra time put in by the

teachers during preparation for the Higher School Certificate. Our

friends and professional colleagues are in awe and disbelief that

the teachers had come in to school during the second week of holi-

days to spend time with the students by going over past exams and

assisting with study for the HSC. This is a further demonstration of

the school’s commitment to ensuring that each child is given every

possible opportunity to reach their fullest potential.

Whilst the Redeemer community has received some negative press

over the years, we commend the way in which the teaching staff

have continued to give 150% effort toward the education of the

children and remained focused at the tasks at hand during such

harsh times. As a family, we stand beside you in stating categori-

cally that ‘Redeemer Baptist School is the best venue for fostering a

child’s well rounded education’.

We take this opportunity to thank all the teachers and support staff

for their love, care and compassion that they genuinely show to all

students and wish the school community all the best for the future.
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“No lives are so unlovely, nor so lost ... that they are beyond the reach of the
light which is Jesus Christ. And even you can bring them to that same saving
light”.

—William Savery, American Quaker Preacher, to Elizabeth Fry, circa 1798

“The imagination, since it is a faculty of the natural mind, must necessarily
suffer from its intrinsic limitations and from an inherent bent toward evil ...
A purified and Spirit-controlled imagination is, however, quite another
thing ...

—William Savery, American Quaker Preacher, to Elizabeth Fry, circa 1798

“Redeemer Baptist School is an example of what can be achieved if the
church is obedient to Christ’s call, is united in its purpose, is dedicated
and hard-working, and strives for excellence for the glory of God in
our nation.”

—Tony Martin, Murraylands Christian College, South Australia




