
The Principal’s Address

Countless Gifts of Love

T
his year is our 25th anniversary year. We are 25 years young! And so I
thought this year that it would be appropriate for my address to
highlight some of the distinctive features of schooling at Redeemer. I

tell this more as a story than an analysis for, as you will see, our distinctives
arise out of our walk together as a community of people with our Lord and
Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Our Beginnings

Redeemer Baptist School is a ministry of Redeemer Baptist Church. When
Redeemer Baptist Church was founded in 1974, we were a small group of
Baptists from a regular suburban Church. God had caught our attention with
renewed worship, miracles, a longing to discover His word for us in the Bible,
and a rich, daily prayer life. We were experiencing His love and the intimacy of
His presence in a way that we had never known before. And so we responded
to His love among us. There was a song that we used to sing around about that
time; it was a simple song. The words are:

We love the Lord, our neighbours and ourselves.
We open our eyes, we see Him everywhere.

We love the Lord, who died on the cross.
We love the Lord, we love each other too.

We open our eyes, we see Jesus Christ.
He looks down at us, we look up at Him.

We trust in Him eternally.

We weren’t just singing a pretty song with our kids when we sang that song
together. God’s love and forgiveness that we were experiencing was for
sharing—sharing with each other and sharing with a needy world.

A Place of Healing and Hope

And so, as God sent those who had a need, we opened our homes to offer a
place of healing and hope for a new start. At that time a number of children
were placed in our homes by the State Government Department of Youth and
Community Services. An officer of that Department wrote in glowing terms of
the Church’s ministry in those early years:
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An additional factor in favour of placement with the Redeemer Baptist

Community is their years of experience in successful fostering within

the community. They have accepted a number of voluntary placements

and also a number of placements through the courts. This has in the past

proved extremely successful and in fact they have proved to be able to

handle a number of children that have had unsuccessful placements previ-

ously. Some of these have been children with problem behaviour that no

one else would accept. The families with whom these children were

placed have made long term commitments toward the care and support of

them extending beyond the period of physical presence in their home.

All of this was a sustained response within the Redeemer community to the
living presence of God among us. We lived as an intentional Christian
community with a ministry predominantly to children and young people in
need.

The Need for Our Own School

These troubled adolescents made real progress while they were in the stable
environment of a Church household, with peers within the household who
could provide strength for them to develop sustained life-changes. However,
when these young people re-entered the local school, they quickly found an
unhelpful peer group who quickly encouraged a return to their former
abusive and self-destructive practices. Even worse, some of the teachers in
the local schools were also opposed to the constraints of Christian living being
offered to these young people, and actively encouraged the assertion of an
independence which the Church saw as constantly working in opposition to
its ministry in the home. Clearly, the need was to establish a school in which
the milieu of staff and peers would be supportive of the hope and life of the
gospel, that is, education with a Christian worldview.

The Church began to talk of the possibility of establishing a Christian
school. We initially gathered a number of interested persons in 1977 to
undergo the training to become facilitators in the Accelerated Christian
Education (ACE) self-paced education program. This is where Dr Shaw was
given his first qualification as an educator of school-aged students, though I
would have to say that he was not the most obliging student in those days. He
found ways to reward himself and rattle the presenter—I can assure you, the
reason why Dr Shaw is able to unravel any misbehaviour of the students is
because he has plenty of personal experience!

Links with the Christian School Movement

In 1977 we also established links with Christian Community Schools Limited,
exploring the possibility of Redeemer Baptist Church becoming a founding
member of the fledgling Australian Christian School system. Later in the
year, fifteen of us visited Christian schools in North America. Those fifteen
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are with us tonight as staff of the School, having held that vision for our
Christian school since that time. In 1977 we also established contact with
the Canadian Association for the Advancement of Christian Scholarship.

In 1979 Redeemer Baptist Church explored the possibility of working in
cooperation with a local Baptist Church to establish a Christian Community
School in the Hills area. At that time it was thought that the local Baptist
Church would supply the infrastructure for the school, and Redeemer would
supply the teaching staff. Since 1974, when the Church was founded, a
number of the members of the Church had sought to obtain tertiary
qualifications as teachers, believing that one day the Church would establish a
school as a natural progression of its focus on ministry with young people. So
the Church already had a supply of teachers who were part of its ministering
community.

Our Formation of a School

The Churches decided not to proceed with the joint venture, however,
Redeemer Baptist School was established in the Thornleigh St David’s
Uniting Church building as The Annexe of Regents Park Christian
Community High School at the commencement of the second school term in
1981. In 1983 the School relocated to its present site in the old Burnside
Homes. By 1985 Redeemer Baptist School was a K–12 school with its
main campus located in the old Burnside Homes in the educational
precinct along Pennant Hills Road adjacent to James Ruse Drive.

Our First Inspection

Redeemer Baptist School was first inspected by the Department of Education
in 1983. The Inspector’s comments demonstrate the continuing theme of the
ministry of the Church, now being expressed in the School:

Although this is a ‘new’ school, the philosophy and policies of the school

are well established. Staff members are already dedicated to their work.

The school is able to provide a curriculum that is sufficiently compre-

hensive in appropriate courses of study to meet the needs of its pupils.

The nature of admission to the school and the emphasis on the welfare

of students as well as the close interaction with parents and foster par-

ents ensure that selection of courses proceeds co-operatively and in the

best interests of students.

A Recognised and Endorsed Curriculum

In 1984 the Inspectors from the Department of Education said in their report,
“The Redeemer Baptist School has a sound educational philosophy based
on Christian principles”. Further reports stated: “The School aims to enrol a
number of pupils in need” (1985); “The curriculum statements are not merely
keeping abreast of developments, but are in the forefront of curriculum
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statements that I have observed. The children are a delight to speak to”
(1987).

But I would like to draw your attention in particular to the comments of the
Inspectors from the Board of Studies in 1999 and 2005. In 1999, the
Inspectors reported:

The documentation and associated knowledge of the school reflect a

highly efficient and effective educational institution, successfully blend-

ing its Christian ethos with clearly articulated programs K–12, across a

commendably extensive range of curriculum areas.

A Christian Worldview

In 2005 the Inspectors wrote:

The school has a distinctive Christian worldview and seeks to encour-

age and strengthen Christian families and has very close links with

the Redeemer Church community. Students at the school have consis-

tently obtained high academic results for the School Certificate, the

Higher School Certificate and in a range of state and national compe-

titions.

Questions of Integrity

This year in the State Parliament questions were directed to the State Minister
for Education, the Hon Carmel Tebutt, in regard to complaints which had
been made to the Board of Studies by Mr Glossop and others. The School is
of the belief that the questions were raised for the purpose of causing harm
and embarrassment to the School. In answer to those questions, the Minister
said that investigation of the complaints had been carried out and, I quote the
Minister: “The Board of Studies found, based on the evidence available,
that the complaints were not substantiated”. Those grievous complaints
have been fully investigated by persons not previously known to the School
under the supervision of government authorities, and there is nothing in them.
The Minister stated in her answer to the Legislative Council that she was
satisfied that “the accreditation of Redeemer Baptist School is in the best
interests of the children who attend it”.

Federal Government Commendation

The School has previously received many high commendations, including
that of the Federal Government’s Review of Teaching and Teacher
Education in 2003, which complimented the School for “a learning
environment which is thoughtful, free, sharing and respectful rather than
competitive, self-serving and fearful”. But this commendation of the State
Minister for Education and Training this year in the Parliament was received
with particular pleasure.
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Four Distinctive Features of the School

So I return to where I began. What are the distinctive features of schooling in
Redeemer Baptist School? What is it about Redeemer that provides for a
school which is in the best interests of the children who attend it? I would
draw your attention to four distinctive features of the School.

1. K–12 Curriculum

Being one of only a handful of K–12 schools in Australia when the School
began, Redeemer developed an approach to the curriculum which
discarded the artificial barriers between the “infants/primary” (K–6) and
the “high school” (7–12). This was done in three ways. First, two
curriculum co-ordinators—Fiona Bailey and Katriona Bailey—were
appointed whose task was to co-ordinate the flow of teaching and learning
from Kindergarten to Year 12. Secondly, three bands were established within
the School (as opposed to two), being the Preparatory School (K–4), the
Middle School (5–8), and the Senior School (9–12). Thirdly, opportunity
was provided and encouragement given for Secondary trained teachers to
teach in the Preparatory and Middle Schools, and General Primary trained
teachers to teach in the Middle and Senior Schools.

Redeemer’s Strong Science Performance

One of the outcomes of this approach has been the purposeful introduction
of Science from Kindergarten, with teachers who are scientists or Science
teacher-trained contributing in the Preparatory and Middle Schools as well as
the Senior School. This emphasis on Science commencing from
Kindergarten is one of the factors behind Redeemer’s strong performance in
Science and Technology. It should be noted that in the last seven years,
Redeemer students have been named the NSW Science Teachers’
Association Young Scientist of the Year three times—there is Matthew
Rees, Simeon Cannon, Marcus Cannon, Ian Cannon and Rickystan Savaiko,
all Redeemer names to be found on the honour roll of the Science Teachers’
Association of NSW Young Scientist Competition. In addition, six Redeemer
students have represented Australia in the Intel ISEF (International
Science and Engineering Fair) which is conducted in USA—including
Keith Lam and Marbury Lau in addition to those previously mentioned—and
each of them has taken out significant awards. And then there have been the
winners of the BHP awards—including Peter Kaye-Smith, Jonathan Bailey
and others. The successes of the School in this area are well known, and too
many to list on a night such as tonight.

Music—The Foundation of a Community Spirit

Another outcome of this approach has been the interweaving of core and
elective strands of music in the School to Year 12, focussed around the
weekly combined music occasions in Sargood Hall. These sessions, led by
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Phillip Bailey, are instructive as they draw students into experiencing a wide
variety of musical genre. But in addition, as the students dare to enjoy singing
together, there is the contribution that music makes to building
community. Many previous guest speakers and others visiting the School
have asked, “Is there a CD of the School singing?”. Evidently, they want to
re-live the experience. Well, I am pleased to announce that we are releasing
tonight the CD celebrating 25 years of music in the School, “Countless
Gifts of Love”. I will say more about that title later. I trust that you will buy
them for yourselves and as Christmas presents for others. And I am pleased to
be able to say to our guest speaker that I am able to give him a CD which
includes some of the songs that the School has sung tonight.

A Christian Worldview

Another outcome of the K–12 curriculum has been a co-ordinated approach
to the teaching of Christian doctrine, including Church history and
Christian Worldview, from Kindergarten to Year 12. The General Studies
course was used in Years 11 and 12 to introduce Christian Worldview as one
of the disciplines for approaching contemporary issues and problems. Since
the demise of the General Studies syllabus, the School has established its
own course entitled Christian Worldview, which teaches students to
approach the various inputs to culture and knowledge through a biblical
framework rather than merely accepting information, values and views
uncritically. And all of this is tied together again in the weekly Chapel service
in Sargood Hall where students from Kindergarten to Year 12 have
opportunity to hear the gospel together, and to apply the teachings of Jesus to
our life in Australia today.

2. Across-curriculum co-ordination

We early recognised that the relationship that existed between the teachers
provided an opportunity for Redeemer to discard another artificial barrier, the
barrier that exists in other schools between the separate staff rooms of the
different disciplines. The teachers at Redeemer Baptist School are all,
primarily, Members of the Ministry Order of Redeemer Baptist Church (a
religious order). All of the staff live as part of the Redeemer Baptist Church
community, which is an intentional Christian community located initially
in Castle Hill from about 1975 to 2003, and then relocated to Oatlands just
across the road from the School in 2003. We have worked towards this
approach to across-curriculum co-ordination in four ways.

1. Holistic Teaching and Learning

First, the curriculum co-ordinators were encouraged to get a holistic view
of the teaching and learning in each stage of learning. This was facilitated in
1985 by the formation of Modules as learning groups within the School—
Module K (Kindergarten); Module L (Years 1 and 2); Module M (Years 3
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and 4); Module O (Years 5 and 6); Module 1 (Years 7 and 8); Module 2
(Years 9 and 10); Module 3 (Year 11); and Module 4 (Year 12).
Subsequently the Board of Studies adopted a similar structure in its
approaches to Stages of Learning, but as parents and friends of the School,
you need to know that these stages were first identified here, at Redeemer.

2. Team Teaching

Secondly, the staff were encouraged to adopt a team-teaching approach.
Teachers within the Module prepare lessons and support materials together.
Classes are regularly combined with the teachers sharing responsibility for
face-to-face instruction and individualised tuition occurring simultaneously.
The teachers do not have the view that their classroom is their kingdom, not to
be invaded by any other teacher. Rather, the assistance and constructive
criticism and gestalt interaction of teachers who are brothers and sisters in the
Ministry Order is commonplace, and is valued by all. This is in accord with the
Proverb, “As iron sharpens iron, so a man sharpens the countenance of his
friend” (Proverbs 27:17).

3. Class Teachers

Thirdly, each class from Kindergarten through to Year 8 are provided with
class teachers who are responsible for delivering more than half of the
curriculum across the disciplines. This was to provide the possibility for
pedagogy to be put on an equal par with the delivery of content or skills. This
also provided for an emphasis on pastoral care of students which in other
schools is only available up to the end of Year 6.

4. Literacy Developments

Fourthly, there has been the development of a common approach to
literacy throughout the School, across the disciplines, K–12. There were
various stages in the research and application of a suitable approach, however
from 1997 to 2003, all of the staff were encouraged to train in an American
phonemic awareness approach. I attended conferences in Phoenix, Arizona
with other staff members—including, in particular, Fiona Bailey and Lindy
Nutt—who were leading in this development in our School. In 2000,
Redeemer became the first accredited school in this American approach in
the Southern hemisphere, and the first K–12 accredited school in the
world. However, I believed that the American program was not flexible
enough to offer a sustained alternative in the Australian educational arena, so
I encouraged Fiona Bailey to develop a training course based on the
principles of integrated systematic literacy instruction, which would have
Australian recognition. This year, The Hills Regional Skills Centre (the
Registered Training Organisation which is the vocational education campus
of Redeemer Baptist School) has been granted VETAB accreditation for
the Certificate III in WRAP (a WRiting APproach to Reading) and the
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Graduate Certificate in WRAP. You have already witnessed some of those
who have been granted these Australian accredited qualifications tonight.
WRAP now provides the framework for our common approach to literacy
across the curriculum. And trainers from the staff of this School have
delivered WRAP courses in Queensland, Victoria, Northern Territory,
New Zealand and NSW. The latest request for the presentation of our
courses comes from Singapore.

This approach to across-curriculum co-ordination has been important in the
desired outcome for the School, the raison d’être for the School, being a
Christian worldview in education. All staff are encouraged to consider
content and delivery in the light of a Christian world and life view, indeed,
in accordance with their daily walk with Jesus Christ.

This outcome is amply demonstrated in a speech delivered by one of our
current Year 12 students at the awards ceremony of the Science Teachers
Association of NSW Young Scientist Competition last month. Ian Cannon
said:

We have such a marvellous world created by God, a world in which God

has given us the ability to discover new things. There is always some-

thing new to be discovered. This is what science is about ... I would like

to thank my school, Redeemer Baptist School, for the inspirational sci-

ence program that encourages excellence at every level.

This speech demonstrates in our students the outcome of the integration of
two of my great passions in my life as an educator, with appreciation for both
the Christian worldview and the experimental approach to science.

The Pursuit of Academic Excellence

Without a doubt, as has already been demonstrated in the preceding sections
of my address and as is amply demonstrated by Dr Shaw in the Annual School
Report released at the end of the First Semester each year, one of the
emphases in the School is the pursuit of academic excellence. The
outstanding results in national and international competitions focussing
on a range of subject disciplines is matched by the solid results in all
external tests and exams. In the 2005 HSC 87% of the students were granted
places in university. However, academics is not the only pursuit in the School.
The Apostle Paul said that we can have all knowledge and understand all
mysteries, but without love we have nothing.

3. Charity

Redeemer has always provided opportunities for students to engage in selfless
giving, not only in specific fund-raising campaigns but also in their daily lives
within the School.
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Commencing in 1987, a partnership was established with the Garfield
Barwick School for hearing impaired children, which is an entity of the
Royal Institute for Deaf and Blind Children. These children were integrated
into the classes at Redeemer, and the students were encouraged to offer
practical assistance in class for these students with a particular difficulty. One
result has been that the most capable academic students are not just
focussed on their own needs and ambition. Another result has been lasting
egalitarian friendships with integrated members of the disabled
community. One letter which we received earlier this year from a parent of a
former Garfield Barwick student says it all:

All these years I have written quite a few thank-you letters to the School

because we feel so thankful, not just to our Lord, but to you all for the

continuous support and the abundant love that you have given to us

since our son started in Year 2 at Redeemer Baptist School many years

ago. This year he has finished his Bachelor Degree in Design and Tech-

nology. I am writing because we feel so grateful to the School and all of

you at Redeemer. Our son would not be graduating from university

without the caring support, unfailing love and continuous encourage-

ment he received during his years with you. May the Lord bless you

and the School!

An Open Heart Towards the Needy

Importantly, the School has not lost its original heart for children and
young people who have particular needs, whether these be behavioural or
familial. With a constant eye to the provision of a normal environment which
would allow for the possibility of hope for change, the staff open their hearts
to needy young people in order to provide the radical alternative needed to
rescue those who are willing to be freed from a low-expectation culture of
hopelessness. Students are also encouraged to build a peer group with
lasting values of truth and integrity and righteousness, as opposed to the
fickle narcissism which prevails in the internet-addicted “myspace”
contemporary culture. The household ministry of Redeemer Baptist Church
provides an important continuing link for pastoral care of a number of
children and adolescents.

Fund-Raising Initiatives

There are also the specific fund-raising initiatives and campaigns which
are usually integrated into the curriculum. There was the production and
marketing of cards by the Module 1 students in 2001 which enabled a
cheque of more than $10,000 to be provided to the Children’s Hospital at
Westmead. For much of the last 25 years there has been the support of
literacy education in the Barai tribe in the Oro Province, PNG, as the School
regularly sends second-hand clothing, the sale of which provides funds for the
BNEA (Barai Non-formal Education Association). The Year 10 have
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organised a Gala Day event for the School community in each of the last
three years which has provided $24,000 for charitable projects in Tennant
Creek, PNG, Kenya and Uganda. The Preparatory and Middle Schools
joined in the Jump Rope for Heart earlier this year and raised more than
$12,000 for the National Heart Foundation. And there were the funds
provided by Wesley Tan’s first prize in the Prime Minister’s Business
Partnership’s Corporate Social Responsibility Essay Competition; $3,000
has already been spent on educational opportunities for indigenous
students from Australia’s near neighbours in the Pacific Islands. There
was this year your participation, as the wider community of the School, in the
food drive for the Parramatta Mission. And there is also your support of our
local Outback Patrol pilot, Bill Smart, in sending Christmas gifts to those in
remote outback schools which have been severely affected by the drought.
Your example in supporting the giving over the last three years has
encouraged the expansion of this program. This year, in addition to Bill’s
plane, there will be planes heading out from Adelaide and Rockhampton. This
year we also sent a video greeting from the students of our School to fellow
students in remote public schools.

4. Governance

From its inception Redeemer Baptist School has always had a Principal
and a Headmaster. I am the founding Principal and Dr Max Shaw has
been the Headmaster since 1986. His role as Headmaster is the day-to-day
running of the School. My role is to provide the pastoral link between the
Church and the School, to ensure that the School continues to speak and live
the gospel for the sake of the next generation of children and their families.
The pastoral role is the presiding role, both academically and pastorally, and
provides the framework in which the staff minister within the School.

Postgraduate Staff Training

At Redeemer we have always seen the importance of continuing education for
those involved in teaching. This provides continuous reinforcement and
enrichment for the School as a learning community. In 1993 Max and I
approached Christian Heritage College with a view to providing a
continuous learning framework in which accredited, academically
rigorous, biblically-based tertiary study would interrogate the secular
university learning of our Ministry Order. The Sydney study group of the
Christian Heritage College was formed at Redeemer, and tutorial assistance
and academic guidance was provided to the postgraduate learners by our
staff, under the authority of the College. Since that time there have been two
graduation ceremonies for the Sydney study group in Redeemer’s Sargood
Hall, with approximately 35 graduating with a Bachelor of Education, 10
graduating with a Graduate Certificate in Christian Education, and one
graduating with a Master of Education. In addition, there are presently 5 of
the staff nearing the completion of the requirements for graduating with a
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Master of Education and others who have studied the core units in Christian
Worldview and Philosophy of Education. Staff have expressed their
appreciation for being prodded into an opportunity to engage in the discipline
of committing their reflections to paper in the context of collaborative studies
during which the faith/learning culture of the School is further enhanced.

A Pastoral Heart

The structure of Redeemer aims to ensure that the School remains
pastoral. For those who genuinely want to change, there is a point of appeal
for students and parents. There are students and parents who appeal for yet
another chance. The School’s ministry is always firm, demanding a resolve
to change and acceptance of conditions that will provide the possibility for
this change. But our dealings with students are always guided by the grace
of our Lord whose desire is always forgiveness and transformation.
Sometimes the staff may be frustrated when a particular student is given yet
another chance. But some of those students have now entered responsible
adulthood and are able to express their gratitude about this School that
wouldn’t overlook their sin, but would forgive them. I should add, some of
these students establish long-term friendships with the staff who were—at a
point in time—frustrated by them!

Redeemer Baptist School is a product of the life of Redeemer Baptist
Church. That is the vision that the Holy Spirit continues to awaken in the
Ministry Order of the Church. A recent Supreme Court judgement
concerning the School determined that the intention of the staff at
Redeemer Baptist School “was to effect a calling to serve God in
accordance with the Ministry Order. Put another way, I find that their
service to the school was provided in fulfilment of the intention to serve a
ministry of the church”. And so the relationships between staff and students
in Redeemer Baptist School reflect the relationships between adults and
children in Redeemer Baptist Church. There is a proper respect and a fear
when the child is guilty about having done the wrong thing. But there is also a
great deal of trust and friendship. The students generally address their
teachers and other staff by their Christian name, until they become old
enough for the students to spontaneously refer to them as “Aunty” or
“Uncle”. And this friendship continues for years after their time as students
in the School has finished. The informal visits of past students are regular
and welcome. For many there is the strong familial relationship forged within
the School of being brothers and sisters in Christ.

2006—A Year of Success

This address has been a celebration of 25 years, and so there has not been the
usual time given to this year’s achievements. But I hasten to add that this has
been, arguably, the most successful year in the life of the School.
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The year began with the School contributing the music for the National
Christian Endeavour Convention held in Wesley Mission. The School was
also prominent in its contribution to the Bible Society’s Word and Song
Easter Celebration in the Town Hall. Staff of the School have also led the
devotions at two meetings of the Association of Executives of Christian
Schools this year. Dr Shaw is currently the President of the Association,
and Russell Bailey is the secretary. That Association draws together
Christian School Executives from all sectors of the Christian Schools
movement.

Good Press

This has been an unprecedented year for good press for the School, includ-
ing major articles commending the School in The Australian and in the local
newspapers, The Hills Shire Times and the Parramatta Advertiser. The Hills
News has also informed the public of some of the School’s fine achievements
this year. The contribution of our Registered Training Organisation—The
Hills Regional Skills Centre—to training teachers in literacy has also been
publicised in newspapers in South Australia and the Northern Territory.

Much of the good press which the School has received has been due to the
students’ outstanding achievements. Our year 12 students Ian Cannon and
Rickystan Savaiko won first prize in Technical Communication at the Intel
ISEF (International Science and Engineering Fair) in the USA, followed
up by letters of commendation from The Hon Frank Sartor MP, the NSW
Minister for Science and Medical Research. The pair were also honoured by
the Baulkham Hills Council with the Shire’s Science and Technology
Award. They went on to win four prizes in the Science Teachers’ Associa-
tion of NSW (STANSW) Young Scientist Competition. Other students who
won prizes in the STANSW competition were Ian Garth, Chanum Torres,
Phillip Garth, William Garth and Benjamin Gibson. Ian Cannon also won
$15,000 with the luminance contrast device in the Nescafé Big Break com-
petition.

In the area of Design and Technology, Shadale Din won first prize in
Baulkham Hills Shire Council’s Green Bag Design Competition, with her
design being used for all of the recycle bags distributed by the Council this
year. The School was also applauded by the Council for promoting
environmental awareness. Six of our Year 8 girls—Aarthi Balakumar,
Alexandra Cannon, Samia Dib, Emma Poyitt, Emilia Simmon, and Nipuni
Thevaranjan—were State Award Winners in the Minister’s Young Designer
Awards. Redeemer students—Bethany Poyitt and Laura Gibson—won two
of the three awards in the Parramatta City Council Library Book Week design
competition.
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This year Joshua Wood took out one of the categories in the Australia-wide
Dorothea Mackellar Poetry Awards for his very Australian poem, “Through
my Window”.

Sporting Prowess

In the Cross Country, Redeemer students took most of the prizes in the
SWISSA race at the School, and in the ASISSA race at Queens Park,
Redeemer students Grace Forrester and Aleen Khoury won two of the four
girls races. Redeemer Baptist School was also the champion school in the
SWISSA athletics.

In team sports, the senior and junior girls won the netball. The girls won
the Junior softball and were runners-up in the Seniors softball. The boys
won Junior and Senior cricket in the Nepean Western Zone and were
runners up in both the Junior and Senior SWISSA soccer. The boys won
the Junior and Senior Super-8s cricket. The girls won the Junior girls
volleyball.

Leadership

The School has been thanked for its contribution to the Mitchell Youth
Leadership Forum, the Hills District Historical Society, the Musica Viva
Fraser Trainer workshops, Baptist World Aid Australia, the NSW Right to
Life Association, and the Sussex Inlet Beach Mission.

A Sudden Challenge

This year there have also been challenges. There was Max’s heart attack
earlier this year, and we thank the Lord for his very full recovery.

And we have been thankful for the Australian government grant received
under the Investing in our Schools Program (IOSP) of $70,000 towards
upgrading the School’s electrical wiring. Much of that work has been done
already, with a much needed redistribution of the power loads on the main
campus. The School has also received an Australian Government
Community Water Grant of $47,500 for the re-use of storm water for
irrigation on the main campus of the School.

Distinguished Guests

This year in the weekly Chapel services, students have appreciated the inputs
of distinguished guests such as: the Hon Alan Cadman MP, Member for
Mitchell; Tanya Gadiel MP, Member for Parramatta; Ms Sonya Phillips in
her role as the Mayor of Baulkham Hills Shire Council; and Rev the Hon Dr
Gordon Moyes MLC.
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I am sure that you will agree with me that this has been an astoundingly
successful year.

True and Total Dedication

All of the Members of the Ministry Order, all of those who voluntarily
contribute to the running of this School, are completely dedicated to the
call that God has placed on their lives. It is this dedication that has made it
possible for Redeemer Baptist School to achieve in the way that it has. I am
humbled as I consider the way that God has blessed us, not just this year, but
throughout the last 25 years.

Countless Gifts of Love

I said before that the title of the CD is “Countless Gifts of Love”. This is an
apt description of our life in the last 25 years. It comes from the hymn which
we are singing together tonight, “Now Thank We All Our God”. The German
writer of that hymn, Martin Rinckart, was a pastor of a Church in Germany in
the 17th century. During his time as pastor, there was the 30 Years War during
which he often had to endure soldiers living in his house and plundering his
provisions. In the plague of 1637 he buried more than 4,000 of his
parishioners. During a famine Rinckart gave away everything but the barest of
rations which he kept for his own family. Yet his spirit was not broken by any
of these calamities. His hymn breathes the spirit of unbounded trust and
readiness to give thanks.

Now Thank We All Our God

And as we face life together, Rinckart’s God is our God. We can thank Him
for the wondrous things that He has done for us, for His blessing, for the
joy and peace that we know in our hearts. And we go on thanking Him even
in the face of adversity, for we are told by the Apostle Paul that nothing can
ever separate us from the love of God. We go on living in this love and sharing
this love as God gives us opportunity.

The Gifts and Wondrous Works of Our God

With countless gifts of love—that is the story of Redeemer. And, as the
hymn writer goes on to say, this will be the ongoing story because the gifts
of love and the wondrous works of our God are still ours today.
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People do not drift toward holiness. Apart from grace-driven
effort, people do not gravitate toward godliness, prayer,
obedience to Scripture, faith, and delight in the Lord.

We drift toward compromise and call it tolerance;
we drift toward disobedience and call it freedom;
we drift toward superstition and call it faith.

We cherish the indiscipline of lost self-control and call it
relaxation;
we slouch toward prayerlessness and delude ourselves into
thinking we have escaped legalism;
we slide toward godlessness and convince ourselves we have
been liberated.

—D A Carson, “For the Love of God”
in Christianity Today, October, 2006, p.134

I am particularly concerned that we face the challenge of
keeping Christian schools Christian. This will require a
well-established Christian worldview that will inform our
practice. There must be clearly Christian evangelical
educators who will challenge one another to be fearless in
their determination not to compromise to secular
educational philosophies that could make Christian schools
lose their way.

—Max Shaw, Australian Christian Heritage National Forum,
August, 2006
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The path of God-exalting joy will cost you your life.
Jesus said, ‘Whoever loses his life for my sake and the
gospel’s will save it.’ In other words, it is better to lose
your life than waste it.

—John Piper, Don’t Waste Your Life, p.10

If you live gladly to make others glad in God,
your life will be hard, your risks will be high,
and your joy will be full.

—John Piper, Don’t Waste Your Life, p.10

Some of you will die in the service of Christ.
That will not be tragedy. Treasuring life
above Christ is a tragedy.

—John Piper, Don’t Waste Your Life, p.10

I would like to thank the Lord for honouring my
father’s decision to send me to Australia to receive
an education. I would also like to thank my school,
Redeemer Baptist School, for taking me on and for
teaching me scientific skills that I will be able to pass
on to young people in my tribe when I return home.

—Rickystan Savaiko, Science Teachers’ Association of NSW,
Young Scientist of the Year, 2006


