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The Principal’s Address

A Good Understanding

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom;

all those who practice it have a good understanding.

His praise endures forever!

Psalm 111:10 (ESV)

A Distinct Year

What a year. What a distinct year. 2005 has been quite a year among the many

of my professional life. In the educational field since 1948—a total of 57

years—I was to be immersed in three occasions this year where I nearly lost

my life and was saved only by the medical skill of the SAN Hospital staff in

emergency care. My specialist advised me to distance myself from the daily

task in order to allow restoration to take place. I missed the valuable time with

Years 11 and 12 on their annual camp and our own Education Conference at

Ettalong, where our speaker was the Rev. Martin Bleby from New Creation

Teaching Ministry in South Australia.

School Standards

At the same time, it was a year in which a professional challenge was borne by

the School which placed high demands on our Headmaster, Dr Max Shaw,

and the School Board in answering those demands in much consultation and

many presentations of the status of the School. All of this was expertly

delivered by Dr Shaw, Mr Jonathan Cannon and Mr Russell Bailey after much

“burning of the candles at both ends”. My especial thanks go to Mr Phillip

Bailey who has inspired the staff to maintain the highest standards of

academic pursuits, including a variety of competitive opportunities, whilst

establishing both order in the disciplined life of the School and goodwill in the

genuine buoyancy of the School life. All of this has been sustained by warm

parent support of the School’s program.

Science Competition

In the Science Teachers’ Association Young Scientist Competition, we secured

the highest number of winning placements of any single school. Eleven

Redeemer students received awards as finalists in a presentation ceremony at

the NSW Parliament House. Ian Cannon and Rickystan Savaiko received the
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award for the “Best Team Entry of a Scientific Investigation, Years 10–12”.

Alexandra Garth and Judson Bailey received the award for the “Best Team

Entry of a Scientific Investigation, Years K–6”.

Prime Minister’s Award

This year one of our students, Wesley Tan, secured first place in Australia for

the coveted Prime Minister’s Community Business Partnerships essay

competition which granted Wesley $2,000 prize money as well as $3,000 to

us, his School.

Academic Awards

In a range of subject competitions, our School students were awarded 5 High

Distinctions, 98 Distinctions and 254 Credits. This includes the

Australasian Schools Science Competition, the Australasian Schools

English Competition, the Australasian Schools Mathematics Assess-

ment, the RACI Australasian National Chemistry Quiz, the Australian

Maths Challenge, the Australian Spelling Competition, the Australian

Geography Competition, the University of NSW Economics Competition

and the Australian Mathematics Competition for the Westpac Awards.

Mark Cheong, Year 8, was the top scoring junior student (under 14 years old)

in New South Wales in this year’s National Geographic Channel Australian

Geography Competition.

This year in the Write4Fun Schools Poetry Competition, the School was

awarded a Certificate of Excellence as 12 of our students successfully

progressed past the initial judging of over 12,000 entries. Kirk Wettenhall’s

poem (Year 8)—The Choice We All Must Make—was chosen as a third

prize winner, and published in the Poets of Oz released a couple of months

ago.

Music Examinations

Out of 32 students which the School of Music presented for examinations

with the AMEB, 19 obtained “A” grades and 10 obtained “B” grades. The

students were tutored in piano, saxophone, guitar, violin and musicianship.

Of particular note is the assiduous work of our Music Mistress, Miss Brenda

Cumming, who taught Rachel Lau in the recent HSC exams. Rachel has been
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notified by the Board of Studies that her composition for the Higher School

Certificate Music Course was identified as an exemplary work. Her

achievement is to be noted in an Honours list in the printed program of the

Encore Concert for March 2006.

Sport and Health

This year the senior cricket team were the Reid Shield champions (Western

and Nepean zones) for the first time in 12 years. The junior cricket team and

the senior softball team were both runners-up in their competitions. The

School won the SWISSA Tennis Competition, and secured the SWISSA

Senior Soccer Trophy. During the competition the team scored 31 goals to

only 4 scored against them. The School were champions in the SWISSA

Junior Soccer competition for the third year in a row. Each of the School’s

netball teams were runners-up in the grand final.

Redeemer won the SWISSA Athletics for the third year in a row, contributing

five of the age champions: Demi-Lea Thompson, Hannah Wallis, Ha-Min

Jeon, Naomi Wallis and Hannington Savaiko. One of our Year 6 students,

Nicholas Galatoulas, won first place in the high jump at the NSW Combined

Independent Schools Primary Athletics Championships. Redeemer hosted

the SWISSA Cross Country this year, winning many of the races. Grace

Forrester won first place in the combined 8 and 9 Years ASSISA Cross

Country at Queens Park.

This year I have worked with our School Canteen coordinator, Beverly

Trevitt, to ensure that the canteen is offering palatable, healthy foods. Low fat

and low sugar alternatives have been sourced across the range of offerings at

the canteen. A report from two Doctors from Westmead Children’s Hospital

has confirmed the wisdom of this decision. The Doctors say: “Currently,

20–25% of children and adolescents are overweight or obese ... It has become

a major public health issue, bearing a heavy cost for the whole of society”.

The Doctors went on to say: “In addition to changing food choices of school

canteens ... this public health issue needs to be addressed with families and

communities”. The National Obesity Foundation has set 2010 as the date to

halve this “epidemic”.
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Registration and Accreditation

Each year there are significant changes in the requirements imposed by gov-

ernments on providers of school education. In 2004 the NSW Board of

Studies published, for the first time, its Registered and Accredited Individ-

ual Non-government Schools (NSW) Manual. This Manual contained 89

pages of information pertinent to non-government schools being granted

registration and accreditation. In addition, there was a new section of the

Education Act 1990 inserted in accordance with the Education Amendment

(Non-Government Schools Registration) Act 2004. I would summarise the

aims of the amended Act as transparency, accountability and quality. Highly

laudable aims! These clearly defined registration requirements for non-gov-

ernment schools had to be understood prior to preparation and collection of

documents required by inspectors from the Board of Studies to prove that we

were a school complying with all sections of the Act. It was the first time in

eighteen years that the School has been examined by inspectors, who visited

the School and reviewed our written submissions in situ. Previously we had

been required to submit material to the Board without formal inspection of

the School. The inspection was exhaustive, but at the end of the day, it was

clear that our submission had been of the highest quality.

Curricula Developments

All of the staff, under the leadership of our curriculum coordinators, Fiona

Bailey and Katriona Bailey, came to grips with the new requirements. In

November this year, we were advised that the Board of Studies has recom-

mended approval of our registration for the further five years until 2010—

in primary education, secondary education and Vocational Education.

There were no issues of concern about compliance in the Inspectors’ Report.

More importantly, they discovered that the School has “consistently ob-

tained high academic results for the School Certificate, the Higher

School Certificate and in a range of state and national competitions”.

They also said that “the School has a distinctive Christian worldview” and

that it “strives to promote a positive learning environment throughout”.

Environmental Award

The NSW Minister for Western Sydney, The Hon. Diane Beamer, attended

this year’s Regional Environment Awards at which the School received an

award for its outstanding restoration of the upper tributary of Hunts Creek.

The creek is on the border between the School and the Uniting Theological
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College. Urban erosion and weed had almost obliterated the creek bed, which

has been restored by a dedicated team of students working under the tutelage

of experienced professionals. Our neighbours at the Uniting Theological

College—in a tour of inspection with the School’s Architect, Jonathan

Cannon—commented in their newsletter: “I commend to you this work

being done by Redeemer”. For those involved, students and staff alike, this

has been an excellent experience in bush regeneration techniques.

Honoured Occasion

The interest in the “Jet-gym” project of the former Young Scientist winners,

Marcus and Simeon Cannon, continued this year with the joint presentation

of a paper at the 20th Congress of the International Society on Thrombosis

and Haemostasis at the Darling Harbour Convention Centre. Professor

Fletcher of the University of Sydney analysed our students’ experimental

results, drawing out “implications for prevention of travel-related deep vein

thrombosis”. The excellent controls built into the research method enabled

Professor Fletcher’s team to report to the Congress the new finding that

sleeping in a sitting position for a 90 minute period reduced blood flow

velocity by an average of an extra 25%. In some people the reduction in blood

velocity was more than 80%. In simple terms, going to sleep during air travel

is a significant risk factor for developing a life-threatening clot. An

important finding for the upcoming holiday season!

Literacy in the School—And Beyond

The School has led the field in its development of its own literacy course —

WRAP. This course was seen to be more adaptable to Australian curricula

than other international courses. WRAP is currently being accredited as a

recognised Vocational Education course with its own Australian

endorsement. The School has spent much time in bedding down this course

by being responsible for the development of centres of WRAP training, or

“hubs”, in Melbourne, Loxton (SA),Tamworth, Armidale, Wellington (NZ),

and above all in Tennant Creek. We have further requests coming from

Queensland to attend courses we are offering in January 2006. Mrs Fiona

Bailey is exceedingly competent in curriculum development and has ably

headed a team comprising Miss Lindy Nutt, Miss Robyn Jones and Mr Ken

Shaw in fulfilling the delivery of WRAP courses both interstate and abroad.
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Indigenous Contribution

In the presentation of WRAP courses at Tennant Creek, we have worked in

association with Mary-Ruth Mendel and Kim Kelly of the Australian Literacy

and Numeracy Foundation, supported by The Coca Cola Australia Founda-

tion, in providing a specialised course to handle the needs of indigenous

teachers and students. The project was a “multiple literacy initiative”,

designed to address a pressing literacy challenge in remote Australian com-

munities. During the training in October, indigenous Waramungu women

were taught how to teach their own children and themselves to understand

the sounds and symbols of their own language. The Project also taught

classroom teachers of these children to use the same style of instruction but in

the English language.

The Wider Academic Scene

All of these actions and activities have been within the foment of educational

activity at the State and Federal level.

This year was the first year in NSW in which the Institute of Teachers Act set

the qualifications required of teachers in non-government schools. The

quality of teachers and teaching has always been a concern of the executive of

this School. That is why the School sought to establish links with the tertiary

accredited Christian Heritage College in Brisbane in 1993. Since that time 30

of the Church’s Ministry Order have been conferred with Bachelor of

Education degrees, 4 have been granted Graduate Certificates in Christian

Education, and Isobel Forrester is our first Master of Education graduand

with the College. Degrees from Christian Heritage College are recognised by

the NSW Institute of Teachers.

Brendan Nelson’s Reforms

A large thrust towards change has also come from the Federal scene and

particularly from Brendan Nelson, the Minister for Education, Science and

Training, a post which he has held since 2001. He has been instrumental in

eliminating the “hit list” of private schools introduced by a previous

government and steering a Bill through Parliament to give start-up funding

for 58 low-fee schools. He places great stress on “choice” and believes parents

should be in a position to educate their children at the school of their choice.

Brendan Nelson has formulated a program called “Backing Australia’s

Future” which has regard to Higher Education. In 2003 he named 2010 as
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the target year to give Australia’s eight school systems a single broad

curriculum. Last year, Nelson announced the package of federal funding for

schools as $33 billion of which $10 billion is conditional on the public release

of all performance information for every school. The School’s Bill, including

“Values Education”, was passed last December and has been agreed to by all

States this year.

A Voucher System

The call for the introduction of a voucher system by the executive director of

the Institute of Public Affairs, John Rosken, was again given an airing this year

by Brendan Nelson. I have always been a supporter of this answer to funding,

being, I believe, the simplest, the fastest and the fairest way of giving parents

the right of choice.

What must be said amidst these constant expressions of reform is the

collegial nature of our staff. They are a professional learning community,

constantly searching for new ways of making improvements. The staff have

appreciated the exercise of reinventing their approach to the curriculum this

year. It is always these new government requirements that cause the School to

refresh and strengthen its approach to an excellent education guided by a

Christian worldview.

Federal Reforms

This year the School entered into an agreement for funding with the Federal

Government for the three years 2005–2008, in accordance with the Schools

Assistance (Learning Together—Achievement Through Choice and Op-

portunity) Act 2004. The agreement with the Federal Government has to do

with Financial Accountability, Commitments and Educational Accountability.

One of the changes that we have instituted this year has been a period follow-

ing the release of reports when parents have an opportunity to meet with the

child’s teachers to discuss the academic progress of the child in the subjects

taught by that teacher. This is in addition to the School’s continuing practice

of providing, at all times in the school year, an interview with the Headmas-

ter to discuss any aspect of the child’s life and progress in the School. At these

interviews the Headmaster is informed by reports from each of the child’s

teachers, as well as having access to any external assessments.
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Values Education

The other change has been the display, in the foyer leading to the

Headmaster’s Office, of a poster containing the National Framework for

Values Education in Australian Schools. The values are OK as far as they

go. But they are not sufficient. Bob Johnston, Director of the Australian

Association of Christian Schools, wrote of these values: “If they are not

framed in the eternal purposes of God, they will not sustain society for

long”. Next to this display the School has another poster containing an

extract of 1 Corinthians 13, “And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but

the greatest of these is love”.

Professional Development

The School also attends valuable in-service sessions run by the Association of

Independent Schools (AIS), the National Institute for Christian Education

(NICE), the Australian College of Education (ACE), the Teachers Chris-

tian Fellowship (TCF), the Association of Executives of Christian Schools

(AECS), the Australian Association of Christian Schools (AACS), and

various associations of teachers in particular disciplines. Recently the School

received a letter acknowledging the input of Redeemer Baptist School to the

Hills/Parramatta Regional Group of ACE: “The Management Committee

... wish to express their appreciation of the support that members of your

school have accorded our group ... The committee members have put

much effort in to seeking to provide interesting and relevant forums for

members of our profession and such support encourages the committee

to continue with their efforts”.

Redeemer teachers have also contributed in the presentation of in-services,

sharing our gifts and expertise in education with staff from other schools.

There are currently 7 of the Redeemer Baptist Church Ministry Order

participating in undergraduate studies towards a degree in education.

Neighbouring Institutions—
Garfield Barwick—A Joint Enterprise

Our partnership with the Royal Institute for Deaf and Blind Children through

the Garfield Barwick School has now been in continuous operation since

1987. At that time a paper presented to the School by the Institute’s Manager

for Client Services proposed that “exposure to a range of normal spoken
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language situations will ensure that the deaf child is presented with typical

language models for his or her age group”, and the “opportunity to mix with

a larger group of peers and share a regular school experience”. This seminal

proposition has been tested with significant outcomes in the lives of students

for nearly 18 years. Recently the School received a letter from John

Berryman, Chief Executive of the Royal Institute, expressing grateful

appreciation for the longstanding partnership: “We at the Royal Institute

for Deaf and Blind Children continue to be grateful to your school for

the warm welcome you always give to students of the Garfield Barwick

School. We value greatly the warm and effective partnership that has

been forged, with the aim of giving deaf and hearing impaired students

the best possible education”.

Pacific Peace-Building

The Alan Walker College of Evangelism, The Kings School and Redeemer

Baptist School each contributed to the successful Pacific Peace-Building

Initiatives Course (PPBI) held during October and November this year.

Redeemer housed the ladies who attended the course, who came from Bali,

India, the Solomon Islands, Fiji and PNG. The PPBI organisers expressed

their gratitude to the School in an email: “Thanks again for your kind

assistance for our students, a real blessing”.

Design Award

The Northcott Christmas card range for 2005 is headed up by Maddison

Turner’s Christmas Angel. Maddison is in Year 2 this year. The Society

describes its card range as “a beautiful collection of designs created by

school children across NSW”. The School has just been notified that it has

three finalists in this year’s Christmas Card Competition: Cassandra

Hennessey (Year 1), Sandy Jun (Year 2) and, once again, Maddison Turner.

Festival of Trees

The “Festival of Trees” is organised by Parramatta Mission, a joint enterprise

of four Uniting Churches in the Parramatta District. Last Wednesday, a

representative from the Mission presented an award to Chaneg Torres,

winner of the colouring competition associated with the Festival, along with

congratulations to 13 students at our Chapel Service for their excellent

entries. Advertising of the display at the Parramatta Riverside Theatre is

enclosed in your Order of Service.
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Reaching Out to the Wider Community

We are pleased to have with us tonight the representative from Baptist World

Aid Australia, Brendan Wood, to receive the cheque representing the

fund-raising efforts of our Year 10 students at the Gala Day this year. Already

Community Advisors and Care Givers have been appointed, providing care

and support for 569 children under 18 years old. 283 orphaned children

under 9 years old are now receiving basic education in community-initiated

schools. Older children are learning how to generate some family income. I

am sure that you will agree that $5,800 is a significant contribution from their

efforts. However, the total funding required for this project this financial year

(in Kenya) is $12,675. Wouldn’t it be good if this School community could

contribute the entire funding for this project? I would ask that you seriously

consider adding to the Year 10 efforts and helping these targeted youth in

Kenya, by filling out the charge card donation form that you will find

slipped into your program. Take the time to fill in the form now, hand it in to

the Bookstore at the end of the night, and we will see that Rev. Wood receives

these donations also before he leaves tonight.

Active Outreach

This year is significant in our continuing support of education and Bible

translation among the Barai tribe in the Oro Province of PNG. Almost 30

years ago Redeemer Baptist Church forged a link with the Barai tribe through

a young man from the tribe who had been sent by Wycliffe Bible Translators

to study at the Sydney Missionary and Bible College. That “young” man,

Simon Savaiko, has flown down from Port Morseby to be here with us tonight

to mark the completion of secondary schooling for his eldest son,

Hannington. Before Hannington and Rickystan came to study with us four

years ago, they had to sign an agreement with their tribal elders to the effect

that they would return to their village at the conclusion of their time of study in

Australia. In the village there is virtually no access to electricity, phones,

computers etc. Hannington believes that he has been called to undergird his

father’s ministry in the village, possibly as a teacher in the village school. He

has been a fine student in the School, and we look forward to continuing our

support of Simon and his ministries in PNG, both in the Bible Translation

Association (BTA) and in the Barai Non-Formal Education Association

(BNEA).
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Gifting the Needy

This has been our second year of contributing Christmas gift boxes to be

distributed to children in small outback towns. This year Outback Patrol

have delivered more than 170 Christmas gifts put together by

parents/guardians/students of Redeemer! The destination this year was

drought affected South West Queensland, including the towns of Eulo,

Thargomindah, Eromanga, Wyandra, Yaraka, Isisford, Stonehenge, Jundah,

Bedourie and Birdsville.

Other Ministries of the Redeemer Baptist Church and School

The Bible Society of NSW again presented the Easter spectacular, Celebra-

tion of Word and Song, in a packed Town Hall in March this year.

Redeemer Baptist was one of five churches invited to participate in the Com-

bined Churches Choir for the celebration.

The Music Ministry of Redeemer Baptist Church, which forms the basis of the

contribution to students in the School, has continued its ministry to the

Wesley Mission on a regular basis this year. Gordon Moyes wrote to the

church after one of these occasions, saying: “We thank you because

through your music you brought the Gospel of Jesus Christ to our

congregation and to people across Australia who are listening by radio

and may be hurting in some way”. The Music Ministry also contributed a

core choir for the farewell celebrations for Gordon Moyes in the Town Hall

yesterday.

At the Australian Christian Book of the Year Awards this year, Love is the Spur

by Geoffrey Bingham, published by Eyrie Books (a division of Redeemer

Baptist Press), won third prize. The artwork and editing of the text was

undertaken by members of the Church Ministry Order. The judges’

comments were quite complimentary: “This powerful evocation of life in

the WWII Japanese POW camps of Kranji and Changi ministers to the

heart ... This is a remarkable account of the difference it makes to

follow Jesus Christ in the most terrible circumstances ... Geoff Bingham

gives an unmistakable Australian Christian voice to a pivotal period of

history”. There are copies of the book for sale at the Bookstore in the foyer.

Everyone who reads the book finds something to connect with, so if you

haven’t yet got yourself a copy, select one on your way out. It will make

excellent holiday reading!
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The END Goal of Education at Redeemer

One letter of appreciation from a guardian of one of our Year 12 students

reads:

To all the wonderful people at Redeemer,

We are grateful that you and all of the others helped our student

through her high school years and her development as a person

and her Christian walk.

We all thank you, for being so helpful and caring during our needy

times and being such encouraging sisters and brothers to us. We

really appreciate what you all have done for us. We don’t really

know how to put it in words. You have helped us on our Christian

walks by being great examples to us. The words we want to give

you are ... Thank you, thank you, and thank you.

Our END Goal

This letter provides us with a starting point to consider our END goal. I want

to suggest that the END goal of education at Redeemer is to “get a good

understanding”.

Getting a Good Understanding

There is a theoretical and a practical side to “getting a good understanding”.

In regard to both I note one proposition from Howard Fancy, one of the

architects of schooling reform in New Zealand: “Effective teaching and the

role of families are the two most powerful influences over student

achievement and it is important that policies focus on these”. The

essential ingredient here is trust. Students are able to achieve when parents

communicate their trust in the School, and when the School in its turn is

enabled to communicate its trust in the parents. This year has tested the trust

on both sides of the equation. The educational goals scored this year are

testimony to the continuing trust which has continued to enable students at

Redeemer to “get a good understanding”.

Measurable Outcomes are not “ENDS”

One educator has said, “When we become overly means, methods, and

measures-oriented, it is possible to forsake or recast the ‘project’

without paying attention to soul-oriented work of awakening students’

potentials”. In other words, all of the measurable outcomes in the academic

34



achievements listed above—as important as they may be—are not in and of

themselves the end game. “Getting a good understanding” is not necessarily

the same as getting the best results in the exam, or even getting the best UAI in

the HSC.

The Use of Facts towards the Good

There is a measure of discernment—of knowing the difference between right

and wrong, between good and evil—which is at the heart of “getting a good

understanding”. Friendship with a wise teacher, a teacher who is not only

interested in disseminating facts but who also stimulates the analysis and use

of these facts towards the good, will help students go beyond getting a mere

understanding towards “getting a good understanding”. This is why all the

teachers at Redeemer are firstly members of the Ministry Order of the

Church. But as good as this friendship with the wise teacher may be, the

ministering teacher will point his or her student to an even more important

friendship. Pope Benedict, in a “pre-conclave” homily, directs us to this END

goal in education: “Friendship with Christ ... opens us to all that is good

and gives us the measure to discern between what is true and what is false,

between deceit and truth”.

Modern Wisdom

Each year I enjoy reviewing and putting together the literature, research and

directives that have helped to shape schooling in this state. It is, after all,

bigger than us. And, as I’m sure you will agree, there is a stream of modern

wisdom to be found amongst contemporary writers.

Ancient Wisdom

But my cue for suggesting that the END goal of education is “getting a good

understanding” is in fact taken from some ancient wisdom. In the Old

Testament book of Psalms (111:2,10) we read:

Great are the works of the Lord;

They are studied by all who delight in them.

Now the works of the Lord include all of history, and all of creation; all of

science and all of culture. And the Psalmist goes on to say:

A good understanding have all those who do His commandments.
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“To Hear Is to Obey”

And so we come back to our School motto: “To hear is to obey”. Many years

ago I wrote these words of our School Crest, words which are to be found in

the section about the Crest in the School Handbook:

This crest has been fashioned to remind the School Community that the

education of our children will be founded on certain, clear assurances:

that God can visit any man; a princely Moses-turned-shepherd, a

humble fisherman, unlettered disciples, or a learned Paul; that the

communication of the word will allow truth to flame forth by the

Revelation of The Word; that the incarnation, the advent of God made

flesh in Jesus Christ, is more than a pleasant nativity story about a babe

in a manger; and that Christ’s coming to earth was in truth expressing

the continuing possibility of His coming to each man and woman, boy

and girl, and dwelling in them. That possibility remains for all those

today who willingly embody the truth that: “To hear is to obey”.

A Transformed Society

As Cardinal George Pell of Sydney recently said: “A vibrant Christianity

can still transform even post-industrial societies with its love and faith,

its principles and communities of service”. This is true. But the ultimate

purpose of acquiring a good understanding is not to fashion society along

transformed lines. It is to forge entrants to the Kingdom of God.

A Walk with Christ in Obedience

So I would encourage all of us—our leaving students, our continuing

students, the staff of the School, parents and friends, and special guests—go

on “getting a good understanding”. Keep getting a good grip on the facts,

develop friendships that will help you to weigh those facts, but above all, walk

with Christ in obedience to Him as friend and Lord.
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