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Principal’s Address

On Rewriting the Fairy-Tale—
Making Sense of the Unexplained

and the Inexplicable

There is a classic novel, Lord of the Flies, in which William Golding

described the depravity to which even ‘good’ kids can sink when left on

their own without adult moral guidance. There is a parallel with today’s kids

who receive little moral guidance because adults have abdicated their

responsibility. And not just in education. We have created a subculture that

segregates children into a parallel world. Today many conscientious parents

define their role less as interacting directly with their kids and more as

managing their kids’ involvement in peer-oriented groups. Kids spend so

much time in day-care centres, sports groups, summer camps, and the mall

that many bond more closely to their peers than to their parents. The

market reinforces the segregation by offering teens their own movies, videos,

music and Internet games.

Self-expression v. Self-restraint

These are the modern-day examples of ‘self-expression’ which today is

usually seen as a good thing. Chuck Colson, speaking on this in Answers to

Your Kids’ Questions, said, “The most recent findings of social science are

now supporting the notion of self-restraint over self-expression. They

confirm the biblical insight that giving in to our impulses is a bad idea. Not

that self-restraint is always easy. Any virtue—whether it’s patience, joy or

chastity—must be practised until it becomes part of our character, our

instinctive way of responding.”

Or, as another writer in the New York Times has put it, “The combination of

the wide-open world on-line and a culture where parents spend less time

building their kids’ internal codes and filters is a potentially dangerous

cocktail.”

Against the Trend

So much of the trends spoken of by these experts are realistic observations,

but they do not reflect the manner of life that is represented in our School.
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2004 has been a year in which acceptance and goodwill have flowed in from

our contacts with performance artists, business associates and the general

public in an undiminished stream.

The School community that embraces parents, guardians and students knows

that the total labour component that supports the School comes from the

professional teaching staff itself and, in one form or another, from the entire

membership of Redeemer Baptist Church, including the not inconsiderable

contribution made by the children in the community. This stream of

acknowledged goodwill is an exceedingly large confirmation that what we are

about is truly the work of God.

Acknowledged Goodwill

The district of Ulladulla is particularly invaded by our presence several times

a year and freely acknowledges the courtesy displayed by our students to

citizens, and particularly to senior citizens, in the district. If we go to Mogo

Zoo, the zoo guides’ leader heads off rapidly at the conclusion of the day to

find Jon Cannon and convey the pleasure that the various attendants had had

by being apportioned to the care of our students. Student interest and student

courtesy sustained throughout the day received special mention, along with

students who hold their heads high and meet people’s eyes. Where we have

used commercial bus lines for the transport of students the driver pool will

talk of vying with one another to be apportioned our School job because of the

pleasure that it is for them to offer their services to such responsive people.

These are your children that we are talking about. I think of the highlights

of our camping program, ranging from Canberra to the South Coast, and

end-of-year occasions like the Year 12 Farewell Dinner and the Year 10

Dinner, where the inputs into the evenings were the freely spoken expressions

from various students commending the School for its ongoing contribution to

their lives.

This year particularly, it seemed to me that the high standard of academic

accomplishment has been the mirror of all that I have expressed thus far. The

HSC results of 2003 particularly were outstanding, emphasising as they do

the ability of students to articulate clearly and successfully, which is regularly

referred to by those who share with them where this skill is being displayed.

Included in these is the renowned music organisation, Musica Viva, who can

repeat the oft-told story of a desire to arrange recitals at Redeemer.
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The New Wrap Course in Literacy

For seven years the School excelled in the presentation of a literacy course

known as Spalding. But the course had two major deficiencies. Firstly, we felt

it addressed remedial problems rather than curriculum requirements. Whilst

it was invaluable to remediation, we considered that a failure to address cur-

riculum requirements meant that teachers had to constantly modify programs

to make up this deficiency. Secondly, it had an overseas endorsement and

not a local endorsement. Eighteen months ago, Spalding closed down their

Australian office and left behind what we felt were exorbitant fees associated

with anyone who desired to present their course.

Along with two other major schools, we headed up a Steering Committee that

indicated to the American home base of Spalding our lack of satisfaction with

the current arrangements. A number of the finest lecturers formerly

associated with Spalding came together as a Committee with Mrs Fiona

Bailey to formulate an entirely new course that addressed our two criticisms,

namely, not being curriculum-centred and no local Australian endorsement.

With Mrs Chris Parsons, Fiona has produced another course, WRAP, A

Writing Approach to Reading, with wider scope more applicable to our

Australian curriculum requirements. It has modest charges, and the

Committee has sought to have the course validated by VETAB, which is the

NSW accrediting body of vocational education. This will generate

Australia-wide accreditation.

Interstate Hubs

Early in November, Fiona completed the material for submission to VETAB,

NSW, which would grant certification within the Australian Qualifications

Training Framework (AQTF) up to the level of a Diploma. This concept of

Australian certification has received wide acceptance from teachers and

principals and we have established a series of hubs or centres of interest in

Queensland, NSW, Victoria, South Australia and the Northern Territory.

This year, a WRAP course taught at Tennant Creek received the highest

commendation from the school staff, including teachers of indigenous

students.

News received recently from our course writers indicates that they are now

ready to present what is known as Cert IV WRAP, which completes the WRAP

course. This last section will be delivered for the first time in January. It has

already stimulated interest amongst a number of interested hubs and the
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January inaugural launch will occur in Castle Hill House at our Vocational

Education Centre under the direction of our Registered Training

Organisation, The Hills Regional Skills Centre. We expect representative

attendance from all of our hubs, both intrastate and interstate.

Large Financial Endorsements

The manner of the acceptance by teachers of this total WRAP development

has caused a leading Australian company to endorse the new course to the

value of $100,000, which is to be matched by a $100,000 grant from the

Commonwealth Department of Education, Science and Training. The

invitation is to use the WRAP course to assist in raising educational standards,

especially in the literacy of indigenous Australians. This is indeed a very high

honour. We have also received letters of congratulation for the manner in

which we have produced the new courses. Ahead of us, in our own School, we

will continue to present available courses devoted to the training of parents

as well as the ongoing training of teachers. In addition, the National

Museum wishes to provide cultural undergirding in the area of music and

poetry, and we have suggested that Mr Phillip Bailey be considered for the

development of the musical component, which would be for the benefit of

indigenous people.

A Fundamental Change in Literacy

This literacy component has been a significant thrust of the School,

addressing a feature of modern education which has recently received much

publicity. There has been significant resistance worldwide over many years

to the introduction of phonemic awareness based courses, such as WRAP.

But the recent endorsement of phonemic awareness in the United States has

meant that there is a worldwide change emerging. Our teachers who attended

the INTEL Conference in Portland, Oregon earlier this year, spoke with local

teachers on the West Coast of the USA who said that phonemic awareness is

now moving to level-pegging with the ‘whole language’ approach which

previously dominated literacy.

Recently, twenty-five experts in the Australian educational field wrote to the

Education Minister, Dr Brendan Nelson. These are the leaders in this

country of cognitive psychology and, as such, they hold the pieces of the

research jigsaw puzzle that informs the teaching of writing and reading.

They asked the Minister that he now give serious thought to expanding the
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approved literacy techniques in Australia to embrace this phonemic awareness

approach. As a School we have written to the Minister with a view to

requesting him to allow our course, the WRAP course, to be an adopted

expression of phonemic instruction. We hold high hopes of its acceptance.

The Written Word

Our continuing interest in literacy lies in the recognition that if a person

cannot read and write they are severely limited in what they can absorb from

the written word. The most important written word is the Scripture and we

cannot afford to have students who are cut off from the stream of Scriptural

truth.

Centuries ago, Martin Luther, one of the fathers of the Reformation, said, “I

am much afraid that schools will prove to be the great gates of hell, unless

they diligently labour in explaining the Holy Scripture, engraving them in

the hearts of youth.”

There are many today who entertain thoughts of disappointment over the

manner in which participating Christian schools are failing to emblazon the

truths of Scripture on the hearts of students who attend our Christian schools.

However, in our Report I have indicated that our School has demonstrated in

a host of ways how it has had a shining integrity before a waiting, watching

world.

Inspired Leadership

It is my contention that at the heart of this response to our School has been the

manner in which we have striven to be a literate body of people. But I want

to add to this the manner in which Phillip Bailey has faithfully carried the

biblical truths of Redeemer Baptist Church from the body of elders to the

classroom and school assemblies. He is greatly loved and respected by

students of all ages, and his communication skills are never more in evidence

than in his preparation for the camp studies, which embrace each age group in

an understandable format. Add to this the sheer musical genius, and you have

someone who has been a lynch pin in the teaching of Christian truth and

doctrine. As Luther so aptly expressed it, “... unless they diligently labour in

explaining the Holy Scriptures, engraving them on the heart of youth”.

Kevin Donnelly wrote in his book Why Our Schools are Failing: “To become

educated—learning a foreign language, playing a clarinet, mastering
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mechanics in Physics, requires discipline, hard work and concentration. If we

give students freedom to do what they wish, whenever they wish, this might

provide the appearance of giving them freedom from constraint, but such

freedom is illusory. In order to have the freedom to achieve something

complex and difficult, one has to discipline oneself, and teachers and parents

need to impose a certain sense of order and control.”

That discipline of himself is the forte of Phillip, and it brings wonderful

order in all he attempts—music and scriptural truth. Yet this is all without a

militarism. His practice is soaked in living in God’s love, an outward direction

of a life of service, not of duty, but a sacrifice powered by love. Subtly, it is

never seen as a life of self-sacrifice in which we deny ourself good things

for the sake of others, although this is happening. But as the life of love, it

is the only way in which we can achieve an authentic fullness of life that we

can call ‘the good life’. This ‘good life’ is the life of the School perceived by all

who comment faithfully on our integrity and to which Phillip makes such a

resounding contribution. It does not consist in finely honed words of

confession, or theology, or a blatant proclamation, all of which can be empty

noise. Rather, it is in the visible pattern of everyday life that the true nature

of our relationship with God is revealed. Not just the worship occasion or

the Bible studies, or times of prayer. This proclamation of the Gospel in all its

integrity is what is spoken about by the host of people who commend the

visible life of the School.

The next four months promise to be exceedingly busy. There is the series of

WRAP courses to be delivered in January and the early months of the new

year. Then there is the all-important 2005 year of registration with a rewrite

of the curricula of our subjects from a Christian perspective, whilst fulfilling

all of the registration requirements of the Board of Studies. This will engage

all staff in a very arduous task, largely during first term.

A Fairy-tale Setting!

Everyone loves a fairy-tale. And I think that it’s the magic of the story that

draws us in. The setting of the fairy-tale is a naive world untrammelled by

evil. The beginning of the story has the sparkle of innocence. It is a world that

we would all dream of being a part of. But lurking in the shadows, always, is

the embodiment of evil. And the challenge must come. The evil personage
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plots to destroy. The innocent world is broken by a manipulated tragedy

which, it seems, will destroy all of the magic.

The Magic of Academic and Sporting Results

And Redeemer this year has had lots of the magic for which it is so well

known. That is what this Report has been describing. What expectations lie in

the hearts of people who review our life as they encounter it! So, now for more

of the magic:

HSC Results

The top mark in 2003 was 98.

55% of all students were in the top 20% (80+ UAI)

75% of all students obtained university placements

School Certificate

Bands 6 to 1:

73% of all subject grades were between Bands 6 – 4.

89% of all subject grades were between Bands 6 – 3.

Only 11% were in the lowest bands, i.e. Band 1 and 2 with only 3% in Band 1.

Science Awards

• Our two Year 11 students Simeon and Marcus Cannon travelled to the

Intel ISEF (International Science and Engineering Fair) competition in

Portland, Oregon (USA) this year, and returned with the prize for

Technical Communication.

• In the national BHP Billiton Science Awards, Marcus and Simeon

Cannon won first place in the Biology and Microbiology category. Two

of our Year 7 students, Timothy Bailey and Bowei Huang, were also

finalists, in the Environmental and Earth Sciences Category.

• Our School students were awarded 5 high distinctions and 6 distinctions

in the RACI Australian National Chemistry Quiz.

• Our Year 8 student, Ian Chan, excelled in the Australasian Schools

Science Competition, receiving the medal for his perfect score (top in

NSW). In addition, the School was awarded 2 high distinctions and 13

distinctions.
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• Redeemer Baptist School is well known at the annual Intel Young

Scientist competition which is run by the Science Teachers’ Association

of NSW. First prize winners included: Lachlan, Harrison and Benjamin

Trippett; Judson Bailey; Alexandra Garth; and Ian Chan. Other prizes

were awarded to Josiah Poyitt, Jeremiah Bolton, and Wesley Tan. Once

again, at the award ceremony in the NSW Parliament House, Redeemer

Baptist School students won far more prizes than students from any

other school.

Mathematics Awards

• The School’s team in the highly contested 2004 Maths Challenge

obtained 3 high distinctions and 3 distinctions.

• In the Westpac Australasian Mathematics Competition, 5 of our students

were in the top 6%. We also gained 18 distinctions.

• Our Year 8 student, Ian Chan, also excelled in the Australasian Schools

Mathematics Assessment, receiving the prize for first place in NSW.

There were also 5 high distinctions awarded to Redeemer Baptist

students.

English Awards

• A record 54 awards were earned by our students in the Australasian

Schools English Competition, including 3 high distinctions and 14

distinctions

• And, once again, our Year 8 student, Ian Chan—who has received all of

his education at Redeemer, commencing in Kindergarten in 1996—

keeps on stunning us all with his many academic achievements. This year

he was a third-place winner in the Australia-wide Write-4-Fun 2004

Poetry Competition (which fielded some 12,000 entries) with his poem,

‘Song of the Resistance’.

Other Academic Awards

• In the Australian Geography Competition our School students were

awarded 3 high distinctions.

• Our Year 10 student, Wesley Tan, was a finalist in The Prime

Minister’s Community Business Partnership Social Responsibility
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Essay Competition. Wesley was one of eight finalists. He received his

award in Melbourne from Senator Kay Patterson.

Team Sports

• The Senior boys won the SWISSA Soccer competition, with a whole

season of remarkable goal-shooting from Rickystan Savaiko. The junior

boys were runners-up at the grand final.

• Our senior girls won the SWISSA Softball, with a magnificent fielding

combination of Tanya Pobre (pitcher), Margaret Hermez (back-stop)

and Naomi Wallis (first base). The junior girls were runners-up at the

grand final.

• Our senior boys team also won the SWISSA OzTag football competition,

with five tries being scored by Rickystan Savaiko.

• Our girls won the inaugural SWISSA Volleyball competition, Years 7–12.

• Our Years 7–12 boys won the SWISSA Super 8’s cricket.

• The junior girls netball team made a remarkable improvement in their

performance this year with the constant input and inspiration of Sydney

Swifts identity, Cathy Aird. Both the junior and intermediate teams were

runners-up in the grand finals of the SWISSA Netball competition.

• Both the junior and the senior cricket teams were runners-up in their

inter-school competitions.

Athletics

• In the SWISSA Athletics, Redeemer Baptist’s age champions were

Danielle Goodin, Mark Garai, Delor Hermez, Elizabeth Khoury,

Philip Khoury and Amy Ridley.

• In the highly contested ASISSA Athletics, a contest drawing from the best

athletes of some fifty independent schools, Redeemer Baptist girls—

Naomi Wallis, Katherine Han, Danielle Goodin and Marina

Galatoulas—won the primary relay. Danielle Goodin and Nicholas

Galatoulas were the most awarded athletes in their age categories.

• At Centennial Park, Danielle Goodin won first place in the ASISSA

Cross Country. Joshua Girling achieved second place in his race.
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Swimming

• Our School scored second place in the SWISSA Swimming Carnival,

with outstanding performances from Anthony Slaviero, Matthew

Haydon and Naomi Wallis.

The Arts

• The Drama Club’s annual presentation this year was a powerful

rendition of the classic Tale of Two Cities, with memorable

performances from leading actors Josiah Poyitt, Ian Cannon and Philip

Khoury.

• Our Senior Master, Phil Bailey, has continued his annual

contribution to the Sydney Symphony Orchestra (SSO) teaching kits

which are distributed nationally. This year he wrote on Beethoven’s

Triple Concerto. In 2005 Phil has been given the task of writing on

Brahms’ 4th Symphony.

• Musica Viva also acknowledged Redeemer Baptist’s constructive use

of its in-school concert program. Phil Bailey was recently invited to

speak at the Musica Viva Primary Showcase on this topic.

• The Music Ministry continues to be invited to contribute to significant

occasions, such as the Prime Minister’s address earlier this year at the

Parramatta RSL. This year, once again, the Music Ministry has been

asked to contribute to Wesley Mission’s Christmas Carols on Pitt

Street.

Charitable Activities

• This year, four of our staff visited Tennant Creek in the Northern

Territory to deliver the WRAP course to high school teachers and

support staff in that area. Through this visit, the School’s eyes have

been opened to the real needs of education in the outback, particularly

amongst the Aborigines. With this knowledge, our Year 10 students have

requested that the School donate $3,000 of the takings of their Gala

Day towards this need. Another $3,000 is to be donated towards

educational needs in the Barai Tribe in PNG, a work which you as

parents regularly support by sending in second-hand clothing.
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• Our preparatory students have also reached out to students in schools

throughout the NSW outback by sending more than ninety shoe-box

Christmas gifts with a crew from Les Nixon’s Outback Patrol.

Lots of magic. And there is much more that could be mentioned. There is the

VETAB re-accreditation of our Registered Training Organisation (RTO),

The Hills Regional Skills Centre. There is the continuing graded training of

all of our senior students in First Aid, through Norm Spalding’s Medixcare.

There is the swimming program which continues to deliver RLSSA

certificates at different levels to all of our students. Our School came third in

the pursuit of the Alan McClure Cup, out of a massive number of schools.

There is the extensive work currently engaging the building division of

Redeemer Baptist Services, providing the infrastructure for our 21st century

electrical, communication and security needs. As I said elsewhere, there is the

preparation for the School’s inspection by the Board of Studies next year. All

this, and more.

And all of this has been made possible by a dedicated staff who are committed

to serving the Lord—staff who believe that their call to serve the Lord

includes serving the children from your families. And these staff can only

continue in this dedicated service for as long as they maintain a close

connection with our Lord, who was willing to go to the Cross to serve us. In

daily communion with this Lord, we reach out to love and serve the world that

He loves.

How Deep and Fearful Is Sin

At our annual education conference, the Reverend Geoffrey Bingham spoke

these words to our gathered Ministry Order:

Man was created to have intimacy with God and his fellow humanity. He

had a real vocation—a fine goal and destiny to which that calling was leading

him. Man was surrounded with the beauties of the world and all

fellow-creatures. Man enjoyed the peace and joy of a pure mind and heart.

How could Man deny his destiny, and the One who had called him to the

telos of glory? (It is sin which leads to this denial of destiny). How deep,

then, and fearful, is sin!

When staff leave our School it tends to became a media headline. Such a

turnover is quite frequent in other Christian schools. But for Redeemer it has
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to be different. People don’t expect the magic to be marred among us. That is

why these words of Geoffrey Bingham are so relevant to us tonight, and for

our future. The message is a general one, namely, for all men and women to

acknowledge their real vocation and destiny and to run from the sin that

would destroy their future.

A Renewed Intimacy with God

More particularly, the message is to us as a Ministry Order. We depend on the

forgiveness worked for us in the Cross of Christ to renew our intimacy with

God, and our cheerful service to all humanity, for we are a people of

indepth love.

We also pray that the Lord will continue to add to us those who hear His

call to join us in our missionary endeavours for the coming generations.

And on this particular point, we value your prayers and support as parents and

friends of the students of Redeemer Baptist School. To commence and

maintain a Ministry Order requires a work of God’s grace.

A Word of Support

As I came to the conclusion of the preparation of this Report, I received an

email from our good friend, Simon Savaiko, who heads up the Barai tribe in

Papua New Guinea. He has himself suffered a harrowing year in the tribe,

including murder, suicide and the rebellion of the young against the tribal

leaders. Sin has been denying them their calling.

Knowing something of our circumstances he wrote: “I know that there are

difficult times that you leaders are going through. Let me include this

story. One day I was really unhappy about my room because everything was

everywhere. So I made lots of comments about my house and decided to move

away. But some friends came and said to me, ‘Your house is very good and it is

the good place. You do not have electricity problems and water problems. You

have good shade and good flowers around your house. We see lots of people

come and visit you and enjoy your shade and the fruits in your yard. We wish

we should live in this kind of place.’

The Best Place to Serve God

“This is not just a story, rather this is exactly what Redeemer Baptist School is

doing to the world in providing much goodness. Some of us fail to see that
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here is the best place to serve God by serving His people. The purpose of

our lives is to serve and I believe be thankful for what Redeemer Baptist

Church is doing in the school. I have seen you grow from 28 to just under

600. I have seen miracles in your school, and I thank God for getting my own

boys involved in your special school. I pray that they will do the best for the

most when they get back to the tribe. That is a long way to go but please do not

give up. Now is the time to stay strong and seek God’s blessing and wisdom.”

A Story of Godly Hope

That’s the encouragement of true Godly hope. Something far stronger than

optimism or wishful thinking. Optimism tries to predict the future from the

present and, without thinking, ignores the constraints that the reality of the

present imposes on the future.

That story of Simon Savaiko is a story of Christian hope. Hope is wide open

to the unexpected character of what lies ahead because it relies on the

faithfulness of a God who is always doing new things.

The Steadfast Love of the Lord Never Fails

He is our God. In Him we trust. May we remain faithful to our calling as

God calls us to share with Him in His divine redemptive purpose. It is only

the steadfast love of our Creator that can make sense of our universe and

the unexplained and inexplicable that arise as we engage in the task of

serving Him.
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