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TRUE EDUCATION—IN SEARCH OF THE

CONNECTIVE TISSUE

Relational Trust in Community

This year I noted with interest two outstanding statements in the American

educational journal, “Educational Leadership”, consistent with our view of

the foundations of a good school.

The first of these:

A growing body of research confirms the benefits of building a sense

of community in a school. Students in schools with a strong sense of

community are more likely to be academically motivated; to act ethi-

cally and altruistically; to develop social and emotional competencies;

and to avoid a number of problem behaviours, including drug use and

violence ... Community building should become—at a minimum—a

strong complement to the prevailing focus on academic achievement.

Eric Schaps, March 2003

Secondly—

Good schools depend heavily on cooperative endeavours. Relational

trust is the connective tissue that binds individuals together to

advance the education and welfare of students. Improving schools

requires us to think harder about how best to organise the work of

adults and students so that this connective tissue remains healthy

and strong.

Anthony Bryk and Barbara Schneider, March 2003

Hence the topic of this address, “True Education—In Search of the

Connective Tissue”.

The emphasis on community building and the importance of the

connective tissue of trust for the advancement of the education and welfare
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of students have always been recognised as distinctive features of life at

Redeemer Baptist School.

It has been an outstanding year, marked by good “press” in the media—a year

where such emphases have generated marked success in all aspects of the life

of the School.

The Year—a New Science and Technology Centre

Last year at this time we were looking forward to moving into our new

Science and Technology Building. And, with a great deal of effort from all

the staff and other volunteers in last year’s summer holidays, we moved into

our new accommodation to commence using the new facilities on the first

day of first term this year. In the parlance of our young people, I would have

to say that this building is being used to the “max”. The computer room is

never empty of people. The design room is always being utilised. And some

of the rooms are used by the students under teacher supervision before

school, during lunch and after school on a regular basis. The dedication of

Barbara Hodgson in the Textiles room, of Joshua Ridley in the Materials

Technology workshop, and Murray Garth in our Computer room has

provided an opportunity for students to dream up and complete quite

complex projects with excellence.

The Fruits of the New Facilities

This year the School hosted its first Design and Technology Display

Evening in which parents and friends of the School were invited to inspect the

finished work of School Certificate and Higher School Certificate students

in Design and Technology, and Technics. The skill level of students in these

grades was, I believe, recognised by all. And that included staff from other

schools and a host of visitors from the industrial technology field. Of

particular significance were the four Year 12 major projects in Design and

Technology. Two of these have been nominated by the HSC examiners for

the Design Tech, a selection of the best Design and Technology projects

submitted for the HSC. To have secured one such nomination would

normally be an honour for a school of our size. Adam Moses’ Liberty

Transport System (LTS) also captured some local media attention as his

construction provided a measure of independent mobility for the first time

to a severely disabled student from the Alice Betteridge School in North

Rocks.
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Cooperative Care of the Community

The Module 1 Design and Technology class worked as a group on their

Vital Distractions project. Various games were designed and assembled

by the students for the use of patients in the Westmead Children’s Hospital.

One of the projects—a double-sided giant games board to be operated as a

TV quiz show from the Starlight Room in the Hospital—was a finalist in

the Minister’s Young Designers Award.

Some twenty Vital Distractions are to be presented as a gift to the Hospital.

Academic Prowess

In the Australasian Schools Competitions, organised by a department of the

University of New South Wales, our School was awarded two High Distinc-

tions in the Science Competition, a massive six High Distinctions in the

English Competition (which would be directly attributable to our K–12 liter-

acy program), and two High Distinctions in the Mathematics Competition.

A High Distinction places our students in the top 1% of the state. Ian Chan of

Year 7 was awarded a High Distinction in each of these competitions, and was

also a medal winner in the Mathematics Competition. In the RACI Austra-

lian National Chemistry Quiz, our students were awarded six High Dis-

tinctions; and in the Australian Geography Competition there were two

High Distinctions awarded to our students. Jin A Sung of Year 3 was

awarded a High Distinction in the 2003 Primary Australian Mathematics

Competition. In addition to these High Distinctions, many of our School stu-

dents received Distinctions and Credits. The outstanding results in these ex-

ternal tests provides a continuing measure of the academic achievements of

our students in these core subjects.

Dramatic Productions

This year the large-scale stage productions of various class modules for the

benefit of parents and friends of the School were of an exceptional quality.

The Kindergarten module delighted us with their presentation of Jonah and

the Whale. The Module L group taught us about Mary Jones and her

Bible, with songs and dance and drama and narrative. And the Module M

group put together a grand performance of C S Lewis’ The Lion, the Witch

and the Wardrobe. The Drama Club presented their rendition of Kel

Richards’ Case of the Vanishing Corpse to two packed audiences in

Sargood Hall. Our speaker tonight commended their performance, and
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particularly highlighted the contribution of Samuel Wallis during a radio

interview the next day.

The Music Ministry

The School’s staff, as part of the Music Ministry of Redeemer Baptist

Church, have also been sought to contribute to a number of significant

events in Sydney’s church life in the last twelve months. The Music Ministry

was invited to lead the worship at the Wesley Mission’s 50th Anniversary of

Life-Line, which was also attended by the Prime Minister who spoke to the

Mission congregation on this occasion. In the Sydney Town Hall the Music

Ministry was the “core choir” in the Bible Society’s Celebration of Word

and Song, which was televised throughout Australia on commercial

channels on Good Friday, and internationally on the Adventist channels in

Europe, America and New Zealand. Our Music Ministry was also chosen to

be the representative Australian choir in a festival of Korean choirs in the

Concert Hall of the Sydney Opera House. The performance concluded with

a massed choir—all of the Korean choirs and our Music Ministry—singing a

very beautiful Korean anthem. And then, during the Baulkham Hills Shire’s

Orange Blossom Festival, our Music Ministry was again approached to form

the core choir in the uplifting inaugural Hymns in the Hills event at The

Hills Centre. Various students, including our HSC music students,

participated with the Music Ministry in these occasions.

Competitive Games

Team sports this year have enjoyed a successful entry to the SWISSA compe-

tition. The boys senior soccer team were undefeated, scoring 5-0 in the final

game. Hannington and Rickystan Savaiko scored, between them, an average

of 4 goals per game. The girls senior and junior softball teams also cruised

on week by week to become the undefeated victors in their SWISSA compe-

titions. Earlier in the year, the junior softball team were crowned Champion

of Champions in the Nepean Western Zone Tournament.

And just last week our Module O boys won the Western Metropolitan final of

the Milo Cup run by the NSW Cricket Association.

On the basis of this win, our team has been invited to participate in this sea-

son’s on-ground entertainment at the SCG test match between Australia and

India on Saturday, 3rd January 2004—Steve Waugh’s last match!
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Competitive Carnivals

In athletics, Redeemer Baptist School won the High School SWISSA

athletics carnival. Age champions from the School included: Hannington

Savaiko (17years boys); Amy Ridley (14 years girls); Philip Khoury (13 years

boys); Naomi Wallis (13 years girls); Delor Hermez (12 years boys); and

Elizabeth Khoury (12 years girls). For the first time in the history of our

School, this year a number of our students will be issued with a Distinction

certificate by the Royal Life Saving Association (RLSA). There will also be

a significant number who will receive the Award of Merit, the Bronze Cross,

the Bronze Medallion, and the Bronze Star. As I write, our students are

currently fulfilling the requirements of the RLSA for these awards.

Health and Safety Initiatives

For many years Redeemer Baptist School has been the architect and

provider of a major public health initiative. Students who complete their

education at the School are trained to approach first aid crises in a

responsible manner. Our Year 7 and 8 students are given a course of

instruction in First Aid awareness by Medixcare. Our Year 10 students are

provided with sessions on Road Safety. All students from Year 1 through to

Year 12 participate in the Royal Life Saving Awards Scheme, which includes

training in resuscitation for Years 7-12. And Year 11 complete a workcover

approved Senior First Aid Certificate, delivered by our friend Norm

Spalding of Medixcare. To those of you in industry, you will recognise the

significance of this achievement. Our students have on more than one

occasion used the skills learned in this program to save a life.

Literacy

At Redeemer Baptist School the word “Spalding” is not only associated

with our trainer in First Aid, but also synonymous with our distinctive

approach to literacy. All of our teaching staff are trained in this approach to

teaching literacy. But with the possible closure of the Australian Spalding

office, a number of schools has banded together to devise an Australian

version of this method of instruction. The Australian method will be called

WRAP, A WRiting APproach to Reading. Teachers using the method will

be certified by The Hills Regional Skills Centre, our Registered Training

Organisation (RTO). This development is attracting interest in various hubs

around NSW, Queensland, Victoria and South Australia. Our School is
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being visited by increasing numbers of teachers as we are recognised as an

exemplary school in the art of teaching literacy.

Our Superior Methodology

It is not surprising that we are being sought out for some answers to the “how

to” question in literacy education. Each year The Practising Administra-

tor—the journal of the Australian Council for Educational Leadership—

publishes a one page summary of “Educational Indicators”. For the last

two years the comments on literacy have been startling: 47% of Australians

aged 15–74 have poor literacy and numeracy skills and encounter diffi-

culty in performing a range of everyday tasks such as reading a newspaper;

one in five Australians is functionally illiterate—they cannot read or under-

stand the writing on a medicine bottle, a bus timetable, a street map, or a reg-

istration form; 15% of Australian boys lack the literary skills to benefit

from their schooling; and only 55% of 15-year-old boys score at or near the

OECD mean in reading and literacy tests. And one of our state govern-

ments released a report in October questioning the cost and effectiveness of

their three key literacy improving strategies: the Early Years program; the

Restart program; and the Reading Recovery program. These are the pro-

grams engaged in by our public schools! The report admitted that the stu-

dents who were selected to participate in these special programs had

improved their literacy skills, but that this improvement was not reflected in

an improvement of literacy levels across the state. These special programs

could not be made available to all.

Explicit Literacy Instruction

In our School, systematic phonemic awareness development is provided for

all students, in all grades. This instruction not only helps with our students’

ability to write and read for academic purposes, but also contributes to the

students’ performance across the curriculum. And, of course, our whole

School involvement in explicit literacy instruction has contributed to our

students’ competency with spelling, as demonstrated by the Ozspell

competition over the last two years. In our region, the final three contestants

included two of our students. And at the televised national competition, our

star—Wesley Tan—has been in the top ten spellers in Australia for the last

two years!
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Young Scientist Competition

The School performed exceptionally well in the recently announced results

of the Intel Young Scientist Awards, which is run by the Science Teachers’

Association of NSW. The Young Scientist of the Year Award went to our

students Simeon and Marcus Cannon, who have been given opportunity to

share their story in local papers, the Sun Herald, on radio and on television’s

Totally Wild program. They will attend the Intel International Science and

Engineering Fair at Portland, Oregon next year. But they were not our only

winners. Overall, there were forty award winning entries out of some

8,200 entrants in this year’s competition. Redeemer Baptist School

students claimed fourteen of those awards, winning all three firsts in the

Creative Writing categories.

Significant Commonwealth Recognition

I hope that you have all by now read the page in the calendar which is an

extract from the Main Report of the Federal Government’s Committee for

the Review of Teaching and Teacher Education. This report is the

ground-breaking news in education in Australia this year. Entitled Australia’s

Teachers: Australia’s Future, the report seeks to discover what makes “a

highly positive, engaging and effective learning climate in Australian schools”.

As part of its methodology, the Committee selected a maximum of two

schools from each state to inform its investigations. Redeemer Baptist

School was chosen because it has “an enviable reputation in the teaching

of science, technology, mathematics and design”.

A Culture of Continuous Innovation

The team of visiting expert educators—under the chairmanship of Melbourne

University’s Deputy Vice-Chancellor Professor Kwong Lee Dow AM—

deduced that the “outstanding results” of Redeemer Baptist School in

Science and Technology could be attributed to the School’s learning

environment, which the Committee described as being “thoughtful, free,

sharing and respectful, rather than competitive, self-serving and fearful”.

The committee recognised that the science and technology program in

Redeemer Baptist School is supported by members of the Redeemer

Baptist Church Ministry Order, who have background skills in computer

applications, science, mathematics, engineering, education and industry.

Such involvement of a broader community is seen to be a key to the

fulfilment of one of the main aims of this review of teaching and teacher
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education, namely, to build a culture of continuous innovation at all levels

of schooling in Australia.

It was this recognition of a community of relational trust that was seen to be

the major enrichment factor of our School by that visiting team of

educators.

The Ministry Order

That broader community that stands behind the School’s success is the

Redeemer Baptist Church. Living as intentional community in Castle Hill ad-

jacent to the Central Business District for thirty years, its members functioned

as a Ministry Order with a signed pledge of their commitment to the ministry

of the Church. In many ways, Redeemer Baptist Church resembles the early

Christian community that we read of in the New Testament book of Acts. It

is unique. And we are all grateful for the memory of those thirty years to-

gether in that place.

Renewal Came to Our Land

Redeemer Baptist Church had been born in the renewal which flooded

Australian Churches over thirty years ago. In our renewal, our practice of

Christianity changed. Christianity became much more than a congregational

Sunday thing—a hymn sandwich with some formal prayers and a

well-meaning sermon. We were experiencing the presence of God when we

came together for worship. We were seeing miraculous answers to our

prayers. We knew, like we had never known before, how much God loves

us. And we couldn’t help but respond to this love. We wanted to follow

Christ in everything. We felt that, with the living presence of God by His Holy

Spirit, we could do whatever God would call us to do. And so we began to

trust our heavenly Father to direct our lives. This was the bond of our

relational trust of one another.

A Gift of Hope, Love, and Right Living

At about the same time—as well as this new experience of an intimate life with

Jesus Christ— we were given opportunity to share the hope and love and

right living that we were discovering. The rise of the drug problem amongst

young people in the sixties was seen to be coupled with a significant increase

in the rate of family breakdown in the early seventies. The innocence of child-

hood was being eroded. Young adults, saddened by the consequences of

wrong and impulsive choices, were in the grip of hopelessness. In different
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ways, people started to find out that we were a group of people who were

willing to help in times of crisis. Church households provided a stable place

where a problem child could make a fresh start. The Church community was

a safe place for young adults to grow into the responsibilities of freedom.

This was a place of healing for those with physical, emotional and relational

difficulties.

The Emergence of the Ministry of the School

In 1981, as a natural progression of our work for young people, the School—

which was to grow to be the major section of the Church ministry—had been

founded. The School started in the St David’s Presbyterian Church on

Pennant Hills Road in Thornleigh. That site is now the headquarters of the

McDonald’s chain of restaurants. We began moving the School into the old

Burnside Homes in 1983.

A Rare Opportunity—The School Site

In 1994 we were given the opportunity to purchase the School site. This

was not a simple undertaking for a relatively small, independent Church

congregation. We had to find millions of dollars, and we simply did not

have this kind of money. And so we all met one Saturday morning in

Sargood Hall to see whether it was possible for us to buy Burnside. And one

person after another stood up to share how their lives had been revolutionised

by God during our time together as a Church. We all knew that we needed

the Burnside site in order to share our life and hope with successive

generations of young people who would come to be educated at our School.

On that morning everyone concluded with one voice: sell our homes in

Castle Hill as a development package, and move our Church community

into the vicinity of the School. The purchase of the School site was finalised

in 1996.

A New Way of Living Together

That was seven years ago. All who agreed on that course of action on that

Saturday have been together in the steps which have been taken this year to

relocate the Church community into the Burnside Gardens area.

A New Neighbourhood

Just as when a family moves into a new neighbourhood, this move for our

Church community opens up a new chapter with a continuing theme (with
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the same rhythm of worship, prayer, work, encouragement, healing, educa-

tion, right living and ministry) in the story of our life together.

A Christian Worldview

We have, on a sign board in the Reid paddock, these words: “Redeemer

Baptist School—Committed to a Christian Worldview in Education”. The

sign is old, worn, outdated, suffering the decay of twenty odd years, needing

to be replaced with something bright and new. AND LARGER! There is a stark

contrast between the grand edifice of the new Science and Technology block

and this adjacent torn and faded sign. But however faded the paint may be,

the message conveyed in those words is as alive today as the vision was that

penned them at the commencement of our School.

“Committed to a Christian Worldview in Education”. That is what I want

to conclude with in this Principal’s report. For this is the essence of

education in Redeemer Baptist School.

Choices Determined by a Collection of Beliefs—Materialism

Each of us has a way of thinking about the world, a collection of beliefs that

we hold to help us make sense of the world. This is our worldview. There

are two prevailing worldviews in our society—both of these distort our life.

The first of these is materialism. In this worldview the material world is the

sum total of reality. Everything is cause and effect. There is no God. In

materialism there is no authority, just matter. I am only accountable to

those to whom I choose to be accountable.

Post Modernism—Localised “Truth”

Secondly, there is the worldview called postmodernism. In this worldview

there is no big picture, no metanarrative, no grand story of what is

happening that could inject meaning into our personal stories. We create

meaning for ourselves in our small community of friends. Our small story is

all that matters. “Truth” is now localised. “That might be true for you”,

we say, brushing off any invasion of someone else’s truth. We agree with

those with whom we are currently associating on categories of “good” and

“evil”. “What was true in our parents’ generation,” we say, “is no longer true

for us.” In postmodernism there is only the small tribe of agreeing friends.

But what happens when they start to disagree? There is no basis for truth

and therefore no relational trust.
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Three Elements of a Christian Worldview

So what does it mean when we say that Redeemer Baptist School is

“committed to a Christian worldview in education”? There are three

important elements of that worldview: our view of Creation; our view of

Man; and our view of Salvation.

1. Creation

Firstly, there is the biblical view of Creation. We know that this visible

world was formed by God out of things which are not visible. The world as

we see it is not formed by chance. We have a record of the beginnings which

tells us, at various stages in the Creation, God’s assessment of what He had

made. “And God saw everything that He had made, and indeed it was very

good”. And it was created with mankind in view—for our enjoyment.

We learn our geography and science in the context of a relationship with the

One who made and upholds all this! Living and working and relaxing in

God’s good world. This is the context of our education with a Christian

worldview. This is learning filled with expectation and hope.

2. A Biblical View of Humanity

Secondly, there is the biblical view of humanity. Man, we are told, is made

in the image of God. As such, men and women are different from the rest of

Creation. There is something good, something noble about Man. If we

look at the face of a hardened criminal we are often, regrettably, drawn to say,

“He looks like an animal”. When we set out to go against God’s plan for

humanity, when we disregard His commandments, when we train ourselves

to hate, we become less like God (in whose image we were made)—we

become less human.

Man—Noble and Depraved Gives Rise to a “Groaning Creation”

So, Man is noble—made in the image of God. But Man is also depraved—

fallen. Since that time when our forefather Adam chose to disobey God in the

Garden of Eden, evil has been lurking destructively in our personal

histories, and with consequent impact on our societies and on the Creation as

a whole. This is what the Bible tells us. Creation is groaning under the strain

of Man’s sin. Man is not inevitably progressing towards the good. A brief

review of the history of the last century with its world wars and genocide,
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and the opening of the new millennium marked as it is by the threat of

terrorism, underscores the fact of Man’s fallenness.

Sin and Guilt—Accountability and Disobedience Produces Guilt

In this good world evil is given ground by our disobedience. We are

accountable to the God who made us for the way we live. And when we sin

we are guilty. We cannot erase the guilt by doing some good things. There

is judgement for the guilty. The guilty cannot live life to the full. They are

always looking around to check whether their sin and guilt have been

uncovered. They are always trying to cover their guilt to prove their

innocence. And they fear death.

Today’s Moral Vacuum

Understanding the full potential of students is critical if teachers are to

have any impact on the outcome of the lives of their students. There is a

moral vacuum in discussions amongst eductors today, who perceive the

need for values education, but can only recommend that teachers act as

facilitators for students to explore their own values. The full potential of

students is both for good and for evil. If there is no specific reference point

for what the good is—if the teacher does not know in whose image the child

has been made—then the tendency toward evil is left to develop without

restraint, like a garden in which the weeds are given as much water and care

as the flowering plants.

The True Potential of Humanity

At Christmas time we are reminded that the Son of God took on flesh, became

a baby, and that this was God’s plan. And the resurrected body of Christ may

have been transformed, but it was still a human body. Christ left the disciples

as a Man, and is seated next to the Father as a Man. The best potential for

our students is to be like Christ, the Man who lived the image of God and

thereby demonstrated the true potential of humanity in His life, death and

resurrection. But how to achieve this potential?

3. Salvation

This is the importance of our third criterion—a biblical view of salvation.

There is a way of righting the wrongs of this life. If this life was all a matter of

chance—chance genetic inheritance, chance environment, chance
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socio-economic circumstances—then all that we would be left with is a bit of

social engineering to right the wrongs. Education would be an important

means of that social engineering. And this is precisely how the world views

the utility value of education. But in the end all would be futile for the guilt

would remain. The fact is that regardless of the elements which contribute

to the shaping of our life, each person is responsible for his own choices:

each man is responsible for his own sin.

God’s Way Out

Nevertheless, there is reason to hope. The life, death and resurrection of

Jesus Christ fulfilled God’s intended purpose of providing a way for the evil

in our own lives to be defeated, for our sins to be forgiven, and for us to be

born again into an everlasting wonderful truly human experience.

A Living Example

I have witnessed the change brought about in the lives of our students over

many years. This year one of our Year 12 students came back to help lead

our Middle School campers at the completion of her Higher School

Certificate. And what a feast of wholesome corporate living emerged from

our total camping program this year. The young woman who returned

experienced this new life in Jesus a couple of weeks before the camp, just prior

to commencing her HSC. She was a good girl. But then she heard the Lord

speaking to her. She said that she knew for the first time that she could love.

Her serious and responsible face was now radiant with a broad smile. She was

happy like she had never been happy before. And she was eager for her

parents to know Jesus Christ like she knew Him. She was eager for them to

have the same joy that was now hers. She wanted them to be released from the

driving pursuit of money—which was the only value that she could see in her

culture, an empty value without any enduring worth. The School had given

her a good education in its fullest expression.

God Performed Outside the Ordinary

There are some who dismiss these truths, including the historicity of the virgin

birth, the miracles of Jesus, and the resurrection. They say that these

abnormal events must be dismissed because they don’t fit our observations of

the natural world. But the Bible says that God loved the world so much that

He did something out of the ordinary. He sent His only Son into the world.

The entry of God’s Son into the world would have to be different from the

35



regular union of a man and a woman. The virgin birth is a great mystery, and

a great demonstration of the Father’s love for us all. And Jesus then lived

in communion with His Father. And when Jesus had compassion and

spoke to His Father, the Father answered. Yes, there were miracles. A

widow’s son raised to life. Ten lepers cleansed. Feeding a couple of hungry

crowds. A blind man given his sight. God doing more than His ordinary of

keeping the world spinning on its axis and giving us every breath. All of these

miracles are not just demonstrations of His power, but are also full of His

love. And then there was His death and resurrection. Jesus is risen! He is

alive! He has defeated the powers of death and hell. We do not have to

cower because of our sin any longer. We do not have to live in guilt. We do

not have to live scared of death. Jesus has won the victory. We only have to

ask Him for forgiveness and invite Him to dwell within us.

The Meekness of Wisdom

From the perspective of these three biblical elements of truth—Creation,

The Nature of Man, and Salvation—we lay the foundation to the building

of true community and relational trust that we spoke of at the beginning of

the address. James wrote to the early church on this matter, referring to the

rightful choice of a Christ worldview as the “meekness of wisdom”.

Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good

conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom. But if

you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and

lie against the truth. This wisdom does not descend from above, but is

earthly, sensual, demonic. For where envy and self-seeking exist,

confusion and every evil thing are there. But the wisdom that is from

above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of

mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy.

James 3:13–17

Worldly Wisdom’s Self-Seeking Search

In this reading tonight from James, a distinction is made which we have been

making throughout this Address. The Christian worldview is Christ’s view of

the world which is expressed as “the meekness of wisdom”. It is heaven

sent. On the other hand, there is the earthly wisdom we know as secular

wisdom. It expresses itself as envy and self-seeking. And it gives rise to

confusion. We need to heavily underline that sentence that reads: “For where
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envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are”. The surest

way to engender confusion and inculcate evil into the lives of these young

students is for us as parents and teachers to be driven by envy and

self-seeking. Are you teaching your child to look over his shoulder with

bitter envy at what others may have? How do you view the success, or

trouble, of another student? Are you, by example, teaching your child that

there is one false priority value, the number one value of the West—the

profit motive—self-seeking? Or, are you teaching him or her to show by

good conduct that work is to be done in the meekness of true wisdom?

Sharing God’s Bountiful Gifts

I quoted research at the beginning which indicated the importance of

community building on the basis of relational trust. The beneficial outcomes

of community building were noted in this research. I followed this with a long

list of beneficial outcomes evident among our students in the last year. We

have referred to the report of the government appointed committee which

described our School as “thoughtful, free, sharing and respectful, rather

than competitive, self-serving and fearful”. And we have outlined the story

of our Church community, which has responded to the call of God to share

what we have been given with the young lives entrusted to us at the School.

All of Us Active Participants in the Shared Life

This “thoughtful, free, sharing and respectful community of learning” is

the miracle that is the ongoing life of Redeemer Baptist School. You are

invited to treat seriously the call of God; that you as parents and friends of

the School can be active participants in that community.

For the School is ultimately more than just the students. It consists of those

who find in the School the locus of their own life lived to its fulness in such an

environment. It is ultimately governed by a formation of true community and

the forging of the bonds of relational trust of each other. It is an expression of

wisdom of a different kind. It is “from above” as James puts it and its fruits are

measured by its purity, its peaceable and gentle qualities with a willingness to

yield, be full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without

hypocrisy. Here I trust lies Redeemer Baptist School, willing to maintain its

prevailing focus on academic achievement, but also to acknowledge freely the

full benefits derived from the formation of a strong sense of community as the

only worthy complement to such achievement.
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We should remember that God has placed us in a specific
community at a particular time. We’re called to love those
around us. Loving them means serving them—and in doing
so, we become the best of citizens.

—Chuck Colson, Being Here

Apart from Christ there is no education, for without Him
knowledge is impossible... As Lord, His dominion is to be
studied in mathematics and logic, the sciences, and the arts.

—Chris Scheet, Repairing the Ruins: The Classical and
Christian Challenge to Modern Education

Yes, it is costly to become a Christian. But it is much more costly not to
become one. That would mean no forgiveness, no joy, no fellowship with
Christ and His people on earth, and no heaven. Very costly. And nobody
looks back at the end of their life and says, ‘It was too costly to follow you
Jesus. It simply wasn’t worth it!’

Jesus is the only one who has dealt radically with human wickedness by taking
its filth upon Himself so that we might never have to bear it. That is why His
followers love Him and worship Him. There is no parallel to that anywhere
among the religions of the world.

—Michael Green, But Don’t All Religions Lead to God?
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