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Proud to be a THRIVING Catholic School
St. John School Enrollment Up 39% over Five Years
St. John School is growing!

In summer 2014, Most Reverend Mark
L. Bartchak, Bishop of the Diocese of
Altoona-Johnstown established localized committees with the objective of
ensuring that Catholic education across
our region remains available, accessible and affordable. St. John is part
of the Northern Quadrant,
which also includes grade
schools Our Lady of Victory Catholic School in
State College and Lock
Haven Catholic School;
and high school Saint
Joseph’s Catholic Academy in Boalsburg.

Region Showing
Exceptional Enrollment Growth;
St. John Leading the Way
The Northern Quadrant committee reviewed enrollment figures from 2009-10
through 2013-14 that show exceptionally positive trends for Catholic education

in our region:
Across the three Catholic grade schools
enrollment is up 17% over the five year
period, with St. John School showing
the largest five-year enrollment increase at an astounding 39%! In addition, Saint Joseph’s Catholic
Academy, which opened
in 2011, now serves
119 students and will
graduate 32 students
in 2015—nearly 3
times the number
of graduates in its
inaugural 2014 class.
Sister Donna Marie
Leiden, director of
education for the Diocese
of Altoona-Johnstown said,
“As Centre County communities grow,
more families are discovering the
unique impact of Catholic education
and the wonderful opportunities that
are available at each of our schools.”

Stay Connected: Don’t Miss Upcoming
Details for 125th Anniversary
We’re committed to bringing our
alumni, parishioners, supporters and
friends the latest news from St. John
School, especially as we approach the
celebration of our 125th Anniversary.
Events will be planned later this
year, so don’t miss out. The entire St.
John School community will be invit-

ed to take part as we celebrate a major
milestone and plan for our next 100+
years. We hope you will be there!

Here’s how to stay in touch:
Most importantly: submit your email
address to Mrs. Wendt in the school
office at twendt@saintjohnsch.com.

Follow St. John School on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/StJohnCatholicSchool
Visit our website at http://saintjohnsch.com

Enrollment is up at Catholic schools
in the Centre region.
Centre region enrollment numbers
are in line with national trends showing
Catholic school enrollment up across
the U.S. According to the National
Catholic Education Association, a 99%
graduation rate for Catholic schools nationwide is a major factor in enrollment
growth. Pennsylvania is among the top
ten states for Catholic school enrollment.
As St. John School gears up to celebrate its 125thanniversary this year,
Principal Kristina Tice is eager to build
on the significant growth. Events are
planned for later in 2015 to commemorate this major milestone.
“St. John School is a pillar in Bellefonte, and over many years, our students have had the privilege of serving
our community and our parish,” she
said. “We are eager to show our appreciation for the enduring support we’ve
received from our graduates, our parish
members, Bellefonte Borough and local
townships, and countless organizations,
businesses and individuals. They’re all
part of our success story, and have been
instrumental in helping our school
thrive.”
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PA Businesses Support Catholic
Education Through Tax Credit
Program
EITC Supports St. John Families
Created in 2001, the Educational Improvement Tax Credit program (EITC), has accomplished what many Pennsylvania lawmakers and citizens have been advocating
for years: getting local businesses involved
in education. EITC enables companies to
support scholarship-based organizations,
like St. John School, in lieu of sending
their tax dollars to Harrisburg.
This simple program provides thousands of dollars every year to St. John and
to other Catholic, religious, and private
schools, to be used for tuition assistance
for families that qualify. Since its incep-

EITC Donors for 2014-15
School Year
Scientific Systems (Frank Menna
and Andrew Charney)
Stocker Chevrolet, Subaru, Inc.
(Gene Stocker)
Clean Sweep Professional
Cleaning Service (Doug and
Amanda Moerschbacher)
Lovisky & Associates (Doug
Lovisky)
Mammoth Restoration (Chad
Dubin and Mike Bevilacqua)

Support from businesses is critical
to keeping Catholic education
affordable and accessible to all
families
tion, more than 23,500 businesses have
been approved for contributions in excess of $657 million.
All of us at St. John School
extend our heartfelt thanks to
the businesses who support
our school through EITC.
Please offer them your thanks
by patronizing their businesses or offering then your personalize appreciation.

Mrs. Tice and Mrs. Pollick attend an EITC check presentation at Saint
Joseph’s Catholic Academy. The Bridge Foundation is one entity that
administers EITC contributions. Most funds are administered through the
Catholic Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown’s Second Century Fund.

Are you a business owner in Pennsylvania? Want to
learn more about how your business can support St.
John School through EITC?

First National Bank (William
Joseph)
Total Scholarship Money Available
for 14-15 School Year = $32,000
43 students from 29 St. John
families benefited directly from the
generosity of these donors.

EITC Donors for 2015-16
School Year
Clean Sweep Professional
Cleaning Service (Doug and
Amanda Moerschbacher)
First National Bank (William
Joseph)
Mammoth Restoration (Mike
Bevilacqua)
Northwest Savings Bank
(Jonathan Rockey)
Restek Corporation (Gavin
Fernsler and Ray Ciampichini)

Participating in the program is free and easy
• You can claim your EITC donations as a charitable gift on your federal taxes
• Best of all, your donations to directly to providing tuition assistance
to St. John families

Scientific Systems (Frank Menna
and Andrew Charney)

This year’s application deadline for EITC for new applicants is July 1.
Contact Mrs. Tice at (814) 355-7859 to learn more.

Total Scholarship Money Available
for 14-15 School Year = $40,766

Stocker Chevrolet, Subaru, Inc.
(Gene Stocker)
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Catholic Schools Week Made Extra Special by Visit from
Bishop Mark
Every year during Catholic Schools
Week, our students, faculty and parents
celebrate the blessing of Catholic education, its unique impact and important
place in the life of our students.
This year’s week-long kicked off with
an Open House following our 10:15 Mass
where we invited new families and faces
to experience St. John School. Throughout
the week, we honor our teachers with
special gifts, lunches and other treats to
remind them how much we appreciate
their true devotion to our students and

our school. Many parents volunteer
their time and resources to making
our teachers feel loved. Students
celebrate the week with special
theme days, wearing silly or special
outfits like PJs, decade-specific
clothing and crazy hairstyles.

This year, we celebrated
Career Day with special guest:
Bishop Mark Bartchak joined
us for lunch and for our career First grade dressed for Career Day and a
assembly. He joined St. John special visit from Bishop Mark
parents in describing his path to
his chosen career, and then
shot of everything that makes St. John
stopped in each classroom to visit
School such a wonderful place to learn
with students and learn about their
and grow!
career aspirations.
View the Centre Daily Times
The Centre Daily Times was
Coverage here:
also on hand for this special event
www.centredaily.com/2015/01/
and featured St. John School on
28/4576759/bishop-bartchak-visits-stthe newspaper’s front page and in a
john.html
wonderful video in its website!
www.centredaily.com/2015/01/
Catholic Schools Week 2015
28/4576442_bishop-mark-bartchakwas
a
vibrant,
exciting
snapvisits-bellefonte.html?rh=1
Bishop Mark enjoys lunch with students.

St. John School Launching Annual Fund
Every year, many generous alumni,
friends, families and supporters make
voluntary financial gifts to St. John
School. In honor of our 125th Anniversary, St. John School will begin to formally recognize these gifts as part of an
annual fund.
Gifts to St. John School are vital to
its existence… unlike public schools
that rely on state and federal funding,
St. John School relies on the generosity
of those who believe in the unique benefits and value of Catholic education:
our church and its parishioners, families
who enroll their children and participate
in fundraisers, businesses that make financial gifts, and many individual donors who give generously to support our
school.
Support that we receive from volun-

tary contributions is used for a variety of
critical items:
• Tuition assistance
• Salaries and benefits for our dedicated
faculty and staff
• Classroom materials and equipment
• New technology
• Upkeep and maintenance to our aging
facility
• Much more

www.saintjohnsch.com, or mail your
gift to the office c/o St. John School Annual Fund, 116 E. Bishop Street, Bellefonte, PA 16823.
Thank you—your support is our
greatest blessing!

We could not do it without you, and we
are excited to begin to formally recognize our annual fund donors in an annual Honor Roll that will be published
in this newsletter, on our website and in
our church bulletin.
To make a gift to the Annual Fund
for St. John School, visit the SUPPORT
OUR SCHOOL link on our website,

Your support for St. John School is our
greatest blessing.
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- The Year in Pictures -

Left: 2014 Christmas Pageant; Middle: Kindergarten celebrates Thanksgiving; Right: Second grade presents its All Saints Mass.

Left: Third graders present the Living Rosary; Middle: Mrs Stanton and Her Daughter Cecilia Dressed for Decade Day; Right:
Fifth grade organized Cocoa for Kids, the school’s Christmas service project, to benefit Alex’s Lemonade Stand.

Left: A special Veterans Day assembly showcased our family members who have served; Middle: $16,277 raised for Race for
Education means Mrs. Tice gets painted; Right: Pre-K students during an educational visit from Bellefonte’s Logan Fire Company.

