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From Moses Mendelssohn to Jonathan Sacks, the Enlightenment ideal of universal morals and
ethics has upended the foundational Biblical dichotomy between Jew and Gentile. Over the past two
and a half centuries, Jewish thinkers and community leaders, dedicated to the idea of ‘Jewish
difference’, have struggled to reconcile the rabbinical urge toward separation with the modern
pursuit of transcendental values. Who is the “stranger” in a world of universal citizenship and equal
rights? How should traditional Jewish texts be read in light of changing moral values concerning
such topics as the right to individual dignity and the fair treatment of all? What does it mean for
contemporary Judaism to recognize an ‘Other’? Is such an idea still morally palatable? In this
evening of learning we will examine texts from Mendelssohn to the present, tracing the history and
theological engagement of Jewish thinkers with the concepts of difference, otherness, and
universalism in the modern era.
1. Torah

Outline of Sources
2. Pesach Haggadah
3. Talmud Bavli
4. Moses Mendelssohn, Jerusalem (1783)
5. Adolf Jellinek, “Love the Stranger” (1862)
‘Love the stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt.’ What a sublime,
blessed law! What a triumph here celebrating the Jewish spirit, which lovingly gathers
all strangers around it! Strike out the law books of the ancient peoples; inquire of
Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Greece, and Rome; inquire of the Middle Ages, with their
blood fanaticism; inquire of the present age, with its clever statecraft: see if [any of
their law codes] contain the three words: ‘Love the stranger!’
6. Gershom Scholem, “Jews and Germans” (1966)
7. Siddur Sim Shalom, “A prayer for our country” (2003)
Creator of all flesh, bless all the inhabitants of our country with Your spirit. May
citizens of all races and creeds forge a common bond in true harmony, to banish
hatred and bigotry, and to safeguard the ideals and free institutions that are the pride
and glory of our country. May this land, under Your providence, be an influence for
good throughout the world, uniting all people in peace and freedom…
8. Jonathan Sacks, The Home We Build Together (2007)
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Exodus 20:8-11
(8) Remember the sabbath day and keep it holy. (9)

Six days you shall labor and do all your work, (10)
but the seventh day is a sabbath of the LORD your
God: you shall not do any work—you, your son or
daughter, your male or female slave, or your cattle,
or the stranger who is within your settlements.
(11) For in six days the LORD made heaven and
earth and sea, and all that is in them, and He rested
on the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the
sabbath day and hallowed it.

Deuteronomy 5:12-14
(12) Observe the sabbath day and keep it holy, as

the LORD your God has commanded you. (13) Six
days you shall labor and do all your work, (14) but
the seventh day is a sabbath of the LORD your
God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or
your daughter, your male or female slave, your ox
or your ass, or any of your cattle, or the stranger
in your settlements, so that your male and female
slave may rest as you do.

Leviticus 19:33-34
(33) When a stranger resides with you in your land,
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י״א-ח׳:שמות כ׳
ָשׁוֹ )ט( ֵ ֣ ֤שׁשֶׁת י ִ ָ֣מים֙ תּֽ ַע ֲ֔ב ֹ ֮ד ְוע ִָ֣֖שׂית
ֽ ֗ ְ)ח( זָכ֛ וֹ ֩ר אֶת־ ֨ ֥יוֹם ַהשּׁ ָ֜ ַ֖בּת ְלקַדּ
 ֽא־תַ ע ֣֨ ֲֶשׂהP֣ QקיPֱ
֑֗ ֶ שּׁבִי ֔֜ ִעי שׁ ָ ַ֖בּ ֣ת ׀ לַיי א
ְ  )י( ְוי֙וֹם֙ ַהQֽ֒ כָּל־ ְמלַאכ ְֶתּ
֖ ֙ אֲ ֶ֣ ֥שׁר3 ְוג ְֵרQ ֶ וּ ְב ֶהמ ְ֔֗תּQ֙ ֜ ְ ַואֲמָ ֽתQ֤ ֨ ְ ַעבְדּQ ֶ֗ ֽ־וּ֠ בִתּQְ֣ כָל־ ְמלָא ֡֜ ָכה א ָ ַ֣תּה ׀ וּ ִבנ
שׂה יי אֶת־ ַהשּׁ ַ ָ֣מי ִם ְואֶת־ ָה ָ֗א ֶרץ
ָ ֨ שׁשֶׁת־יָמִים֩ ָע
ֽ ֵ  )יא( ִכּ֣י3בִּשְׁ ע ֶ ֔ ָֽרי
ִיעי עַל־ ֵ֗כּן בּ ַ ֵ֧ר\ יי
ְ אֶת־ ַהיּ ָם֙ ְואֶת־כָּל־ ֲאשֶׁר־ ָ֔בּם ַו ָ ֖יּנַח ַבּיּ֣וֹם ַה
֑ ִ שּׁב
(אֶת־י֥וֹם ַהשּׁ ָ ַ֖בּת וַ ֽיְקַדְּ ֵשֽׁהוּ׃ )ס

י״ד-י״ב:דברים ה׳
( )יגQקיPֱ
ֽ֗ ֶ  ׀ יי אQְ֣ ֖ ֲשׁר ִצוּ
֥ ֶ )יב( שׁ ָ֣מ֛וֹר אֶת־י֥וֹם֩ ַהשׁ ָ֨ ַ֖בּת ְלקַדְּ ֜ ֑שׁוֹ ַכּא

שּׁבִי ֜֔ ִעי שׁ ָ ַ֖בּ ֣ת ׀
ְ ׃ )יד( ְוי֙וֹם֙ ַהQֽ֒ ֵ ֣ ֤שׁשֶׁת י ִ ָ֣מים֙ תּֽ ַע ֲ֔ב ֹ ֮ד ְוע ִָ֣֖שׂיתָ ֿכָּל־ ְמלַאכ ְֶתּ
Qֽ־וּב ֶ ִ֣תּQְ֣ א תַ ע ֶ ֲ֣שׂה כָל־ ְמלָא ָ֡כה א ָ ַ֣תּה וּ ִבנP QקיPֱ
֑֗ ֶ לַיי א
3 אֲ ֶ ֣שׁר בִּשְׁ ע ֶָ֔רי3֙  וְגֵ ְֽרQ ֶ֗ ְוכָל־ ְבּ ֶהמְתּQ֜  ַוח ֲֽמ ֹ ְרQ֨ ְשׁוֹר
ְ  וQ ֶֽ־ ַ֠ו ֲאמָתQ ְְו ַעבְדּ
׃Q֖ כּ ָ֑מֽוֹQ ְ֥ ַו ֲאמָתQ ְְל ַ֗מעַן י ָנ֛ וּ ַח ַעבְדּ

ל״ד-ל״ג:ויקרא י״ט
֥֩ א תוֹנ֖ וּ א ֹתֽ וֹ׃ )לד( ְכּ ֶאז ָ ְ֣רח ִמכֶּםP ְאַרצ ְֶכ֑ם
ְ ֛ ֵגּ֖ר בּQ ְ)לג( וְכִ ֽי־י ָג֧ וּר אִתּ
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you shall not wrong him. (34) The stranger who
resides with you shall be to you as one of your
citizens; you shall love him as yourself, for you
were strangers in the land of Egypt: I the LORD am
your God.

Pesach Haggadah, Magid, Ha Lachma Anya
3
This is the bread of destitution that our ancestors
ate in the land of Egypt. Anyone who is famished
should come and eat, anyone who is in need
should come and partake of the Pesach sacrifice.
Now we are here, next year we will be in the land
of Israel; this year we are slaves, next year we will
be free people.

Bava Metzia 59b
It is taught in a baraita that Rabbi Eliezer the
Great says: For what reason did the Torah issue
warnings in thirty-six places, and some say in
forty-six places, with regard to causing any
distress to a convert? It is due to the fact that a
convert’s inclination is evil, i.e., he is prone to
return to his previous way of living. What is the
meaning of that which is written: “And you shall
not mistreat a convert nor oppress him, because
you were strangers in the land of Egypt” (Exodus
22:20)? We learned in a baraita that Rabbi Natan
says: A defect that is in you, do not mention it in
another. Since the Jewish people were themselves
strangers, they are not in a position to demean a
convert because he is a stranger in their midst. And
this explains the adage that people say: One who
has a person hanged in his family [bidyotkei],
does not say to another member of his household:
Hang a fish for me, as the mention of hanging is
demeaning for that family.
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ִיתם
֖ ֶ  כִּ ֽי־ג ִ ֵ֥רים ֱהיQי ִ ְה ֶ֨יה ָל ֶ֜כם ה ֵַגּ֣ר ׀ ה ַָגּ֣ר אִתְּ ֶ֗כם וְאָ ַהב ָ ְ֥תּ ל ֙וֹ כּ ָ֔מוֹ
הֵיכֶ ֽם׃Pֱבּ ֶ ְ֣א ֶרץ ִמצ ָ ְ֑רי ִם ֲא ִנ֖י יי א

 הא לחמא עניא ג׳, מגיד,הגדה של פסח
 כָּל דִ ְכפִין.ְאַרעָא דְ ִמצ ְָרי ִם
ְ הָא ַל ְחמָא ַענְי ָא דִּ י ֲאכָלוּ אַ ְבהָתָ נָא ב
שׁנָה ַה ָבּאָה
ָ  ְל,שׁׁתָּ א ָהכָא
ַ  ָה. י ֵיתֵ י ְוי ִ ְפסַחI כָּל דִ צ ְִרי,י ֵיתֵ י ְוי ֵיכ ֹל
.חוֹרין
ִ שׁנָה ַה ָבּאָה ְבּנֵי
ָ  ְל,שׁׁתָּ א ַעבְדֵ י
ַ  ָה.ּאַרעָא דְ יִשׂ ְָראֵל
ְ ְב

בבא מציעא נ״ט ב
תניא רבי אליעזר הגדול אומר מפני מה הזהירה תורה בל"ו
מקומות ואמרי לה במ"ו מקומות בגר מפני שסורו רע מאי
דכתיב וגר לא תונה ולא תלחצנו כי גרים הייתם בארץ
מצרים )תנינא( רבי נתן אומר מום שבך אל תאמר לחברך
והיינו דאמרי אינשי דזקיף ליה זקיפא בדיותקיה לא נימא ליה
:לחבריה זקיף ביניתא
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