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EXTRAVAGANT GENEROSITY: THE HEART OF GIVING

Bucket Lists: Vision and Hope Are Inspirations of the Heart
Joel 2:28 & Matthew 6:31-33 & Colossians 3:1; 12-17

Back in 2008 there was a very good movie released, The Bucket List, with Morgan Freeman 
and Jack Nicholson ... have you ever seen it?  Two terminally ill men develop a list of ALL the things 
they have always wanted to do and in the movie they go after their task with a great sense of 
urgency.  Now ... There are people predicting that the mainline church is terminally ill ... that it will 
cease to exist in this century.  What about Lakewood Presbyterian Church?  Will WE cease to exist?  
Are we terminal?  I don’t believe the mainline church is headed toward distinction and I don’t think 
that our church family is going to die either.  But if we were to make a Bucket List ... what would be 
on our list?  

The Heart Report this week asks “What do I want to see happen in the coming year at LPC?”  
We’re going to be talking about this is a bit.  However, I wonder in what ways do your passions for 
the church align with your personal desires?  Be thinking about that and I’ll be sharing MY passions
for our church in this coming year in a moment, but first ... let’s take a look at the Biblical texts to see 
how they might be directing us.


There are actually THREE TEXTS we need to consider.  The first is one not listed in the bulletin, 

but one that is crucial in thinking about vision.  VISION ... that is what our Heart Report is truly about 
this week.  And let me tell you, God-sized vision requires FAITH and STEPPING OUT of your comfort 
zone!

1. In the Old Testament, the prophet Joel writes these words: “I will pour out my spirit on all 
flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young 
men shall see visions.”  (Joel 2:28 NRSV)

Joel offers direction for us, as we consider our vision of the church.  Vision comes about as 
God inspires people to prophesy and dream big dreams.  And that first promise of Joel that was 
realized at Pentecost was what?  That God’s Spirit ... that Spark of the Divine ... would reside in 
EVERYONE.  YOU’VE received it!  I’VE received it!  And IF we are OPEN to the Spirit’s leading, great things 
can happen!

What has God inspired you to envision for the coming year?

2. The Gospel Lesson in Matthew 6, instructs us not to worry and then states: “Desire first and 
foremost God’s kingdom and God’s righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”  
(Matthew 6:33 Common English Bible)


William Barclay, in his commentary on Matthew 6 says this about worry: 

Worry about the future results in a paralysis of action ... it does no good ... it is 
useless. [He then goes on to say] Alistair MacLean in one of his sermons tells of a story 
which he had read. A London doctor was the hero. “He was paralyzed and bed-ridden, 
but almost outrageously cheerful, and his smile so brave and radiant that everyone 
forgot to be sorry for him. His children adored him, and when one of his boys was 
leaving the nest and starting forth upon life’s adventure, Dr. Greatheart gave him good 
advice: ‘Johnny,’ he said, ‘the thing to do, my lad, is to hold your own end up, and to do 
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it like a gentleman, and please remember the biggest troubles you have got to face are 
those that never come.’” Worry about the future is wasted effort, and the future of 
reality is seldom as bad as the future of our fears. (Page 259)

I admit it, I worry a lot about our future.  I’ve expressed that in the introduction to my sermon 
for the last two weeks.  But what Matthew’s Gospel does for us, as he records the words of Jesus, is 
to set our personal and community priorities straight.  TOGETHER in community, we help one another 
to seek God first in all things, to strive for righteousness ... and that is doing what is right for God.

And as one of the participants in our Bible Study stated on Thursday morning: “As a COMMUNITY
we can do so much more than as individuals!”

Okay ... so let’s STOP worrying and see WHERE the Spirit is leading.

3. In the third passage of Scripture we find the words of Paul.  Let me read first the 
introductory sentence to this third chapter:  “Therefore if you were raised with Christ, look for the 
things that are above where Christ is sitting at God’s right hand.”  (Colossians 3:1 CEB)

Paul is instructing us to set our HEARTS on things ABOVE.  It is very difficult to focus our 
attention on God when we are distracted and overwhelmed by the cultural influences in our lives ... 
we tend to be very busy people ... but that is the call on our lives—things ABOVE!  

And then Paul gives us a pretty clear way to do just that:
“12As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 

kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. 13Bear with one another and, if anyone has a 
complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you 
also must forgive. 14ABOVE ALL, clothe yourselves with LOVE, which binds everything 
together in perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which 
indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. 

17And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.”

Can you see how all three of these passages together give us a very clear starting place for 
understanding what God has called us to DO and BE as a church in the coming year?  


This is the time in the sermon where I want us to think about our VISION for LPC ... YOUR

church.  But first let me share something with you from Robert Schnase’s devotional guide, 
Practicing Extravagant Generosity.  Schnase describes how practicing Extravagant Generosity is a 
fundamental activity because we ourselves have been recipients of Extravagant Generosity.  Here is 
what he says:

Every sanctuary and chapel in which we have worshiped, every church organ 
that has lifted our spirits, every pew where we have sat, every Communion rail where 
we have knelt, every hymnal from which we have sung, every praise band that has 
touched our hearts, every church classroom where we have gathered with our friends, 
every church kitchen that has prepared our meals, every church van that has taken us 
to camp, every church camp cabin where we have slept—ALL are the fruit of someone’s
Extravagant Generosity.

We have been the recipients of grace upon grace. We are the heirs, the 
beneficiaries of those who came before us who were touched by the generosity of 
Christ enough to give graciously so that WE could experience the truth of Christ for 
ourselves. We owe the same to generations to come. We have worshiped in 
sanctuaries that we did not build, so to us falls the privilege of building sanctuaries where 
we shall never worship. (pages 41–42)
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As I’ve said these last two Sundays, we have a great location and great facilities to do mission 
and ministry right here where God has placed us.  Our buildings are updated and ready to be used.  
But HOW will we use them?  What are YOUR dreams for our church family?  What is the vision God 
has placed in YOUR heart?  


I asked the Bible Study class to respond to the “Heart Report” question on Thursday [What do 

I want to see happen in the coming year at LPC?] and these are some of their responses:
 I want to experience more of the same of course, good sermons, music, bible studies.
 I want to see more members regularly participating in the life of our church.  
 We must invest in the youth and children ... And how can we help their parents?  What can 

we provide for them?
 I want this to be a place where I can express myself and BE who I am.
 LPC needs to continue to be a place where we all love one another and work together in 

that love.
 I want our church to help me grow in my faith and as an individual and let it happen as we 

grow together.
 In the next year I dream that we have all the resources to meet our needs ... and not just 

MONEY!!
 And then a final comment: Thank goodness for the Holy Spirit that keeps nudging us to do, 

do, do, do great things for God.

That’s just a sampling of the responses.  IT’S YOUR TURN NOW.  Take a moment and turn to the 
people around you and share the VISION, the dream you have for our church family in the coming year.

Let the congregation share some of their dreams.


Let me take a moment to share with you the vision I have for our church ... this is what my
heart sees:
 That LPC might be a place where love abounds and is expressed in the way we love each 

other, accept each other, forgive each other, help every member who might be in need.
 That LPC continue to provide for our church family meaningful worship, the highest quality 

programs and dinners on Wednesday nights, opportunities for growth both spiritually and as 
persons, and be a place where we can openly express the questions of our faith and know that 
we won’t be looked down upon.

 That LPC’s love might truly extend beyond our walls, not only in the way we love through the 
Sulzbacher Center, the Bag Ladies, UCOM, the CROP Walk, the Bloodmobile, ICARE, the 
Sanctuary on 8th Street, the support we give to our Troops overseas, Undie Sunday, and the 
Souper Bowl of Caring ... but in outreach to the community right here around us ... by 
extending invitations to special concerts, VBS for all the children in our area, programs aimed 
at helping single mothers and those out of work, continuing to open our Preschool to assist 
those who can’t afford the first class kind of head start that our school provides (Gail has 
opened the door to this already through scholarships to two families in our zip code this 
year.).

 That LPC might truly be a hospital for the sick in soul, a beacon of light in an ever darkening 
world, a place where ALL feel welcomed regardless of their past, their present ... and that we 
might help them become all that God wants them to be in their future.

 That LPC continue to develop leaders who recognize God’s call in their lives ... leaders who
care for those in our congregation and move out into the community, where they work and 
play, allowing the Christ-light to shine in EVERYTHING they do and for EVERYONE they meet.

Those are the things my heart sees ... will they come to fruition? 
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You may not know it, but YOU are the HEART of an organization that changes the lives of 

people all over the world: Lakewood Presbyterian Church.  Lakewood depends on YOU in 
innumerable ways: on your prayers for spiritual support; on your labor to help maintain the church 
building for the work of mission and ministry; on your talents to support our worship, music and 
education programs.  And Lakewood depends on your pledges and donations of time and money to 
make ALL of these possible.  

Over the last few weeks we have considered what we love and value in our church, who has 
made a difference in our spiritual lives, and our best hopes and dreams for the next year.  Next week 
we will EACH make a critical decision about HOW we will express and grow in our GENEROSITY.  

You should have received your Estimate of Giving flyer through e-mail or snail-mail this 
week.  Extras are out in the Narthex for those of you who for some reason have not.  Please be in 
prayer and seek God’s direction for your expression of generosity toward the LIFE and VISION of God’s
ministry through LPC.  Be sure to bring your Estimate of Giving with you next week so that TOGETHER
we might dedicate our gifts for the continued work of God through the life of our church family.


The last couple of weeks I’ve told you, along with 47% of our Presbyterian brother and sister

congregations, that things are “tight, but we are managing.”  Will we move into that place 24% of 
our churches find themselves ... described as “serious”?  Yes, we have a great location and great 
facilities to do mission and ministry right here where God has placed us.  But WILL we have the 
money necessary to continue the high quality of mission and ministry we are accustomed to, or WILL
there be additional cuts ... to programming, to missions and yes, even to staff?

At our Bible Study on Thursday morning, Cindy Carr said this in response to that question:
If we want to continue the great things we’ve been doing and want to see 

more things happen, then we have got to step up REGARDLESS of age and where each
of us is financially.  This is what Christ wants.  This is what generosity is all about...

And you know what I say to that?
Amen and Amen.


