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BEGINNING … AGAIN AND AGAIN IN 2010 
Matthew 16:6-12 & Matthew 25:14-18 

 
 As we begin another New Year and another New Decade, let me share a story from Elie 
Wiesel’s largely autobiographic novel, entitled The Town Beyond the Wall.  In the novel, Elie has a 
young Jew named Michael, who survived the Holocaust, going back behind the Iron Curtain to 
his Hungarian hometown.  Memories play hop scotch as he remembers how he was brutalized 
and how those he loved were killed.  Yet, his visit is more for curiosity, not revenge.  What gave 
Michael great pain kind of surprised him.  It wasn’t his memory of those who were brutalized and 
tortured, no, he remembered a Christian neighbor who always stood behind his curtains and 
peered through the window day after day, as thousands of Jews were herded into death trains.  
The thing that amazed Michael was that the man behind the curtain displayed no pity, no 
pleasure, no shock, not even anger or interest.  He was simply impassive, cold and impersonal.   
 Reflecting upon the memory, Michael concluded that there was at least a bond between 
the brutal executioner and the victim.  Even though that bond was negative, they were at least in 
the same universe.  Somehow Michael saw the spectator as beyond him ... seeing without being 
seen, being present but unnoticed.  Michael concluded that evil is human, weakness is human 
but INDIFFERENCE is a sign of INHUMANITY.   

 The story reminds me of something in the book of Revelation, and how God must feel 
about the spectator ... those of us who are indifferent.   God understands and even tolerates cold 
and hot, but lukewarm is out of the question.  If you’re neither hot nor cold, Scripture says God will 
spit you out.   

 
 We’ve read two interesting stories from Matthew’s Gospel.  Both speak rather directly to 
this “spectator” mentality.  What I believe Jesus is saying to his disciples in the first is this:  

 “Don’t let all the teachings of those persons who want to do nothing new or 
different be the YEAST in your life. Hey, I am the bread of life ... let the yeast be the yeast 
in the bread that I will give you. Let the yeast of my Spirit fill you so you can BE my bread, 
broken and given to others.”   

 This is a challenge to each of us: There is no such thing as a SPECTATOR behind the 
curtain in God’s kingdom.   

    
 The second Scripture from Matthew is not unlike the first in that it issues a challenge as 
well.  It is that all too familiar story regarding the talents.  So often we ministers tend to interpret 
it as a lesson about money, and I guess you can make the case for such an interpretation.  But I 
believe it is much more basic than that.  The man who got one talent and buried it, was simply 
saying, “I don’t want to take any risks ... I don’t want to be involved ... I’ll just be a SPECTATOR.”  Do 
you remember how God responded?  I myself don’t like to think about those consequences.  
Read it for yourself in verses 26-30 of the 25th chapter. 
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 On this, the first Sunday of 2010, a New Year and a New Decade, I believe God is issuing a 
challenge to this each of us and to this family called the Lakewood Presbyterian Church.  God 
wants to be the YEAST in our lives, to FILL us with the Bread of Life, so that we can be broken for 
the community and the world around us.  And God wants to pour New Life into us.  What really 
angers God would be for us to take the Cup of Life and pour it on the ground.  God calls us to drink 
from the cup, and WHEN we drink we are making a commitment to come out from behind the curtain 
and be participants in the midst of ALL the life God has given us through Christ.   

 
 My son, Jeremy, has been quoting something he learned and at times I don’t like to 
hear it because it kind of cuts to the core.  He says, “Excuses only sound good to those who 
make them.”  I don’t know about you, but there is this temptation I face.  It helps me to avoid 
participation in certain things by using the excuse, “if only.”   
 A psychiatrist once said, “When talking to clients, as long as they continue to talk about 
the circumstances of life, how they have been preyed upon in negative ways, and if they 
continue to use excuses like, ‘If only others had treated me differently.’  “If only I had gone on to 
college.’  ‘If only I had been promoted.’  ‘If only I had more time.’  ‘If only I had received more love.’ 
if they continue to use this excuse, healing never comes.  Healing begins,” said the psychiatrist, 
“when the person moves from ‘if only’ to the ‘next time.’”   

 God offers us a “NEXT TIME.”  It begins in this New Year ... this New Decade ... right here 
at this table, NOW.   

 “If only” has to do with the past.  We also make excuses based on a fear of the future.  We 
can come up with a whole list of ways to remain spectators behind the curtain using the words: 
“What if...”  “What if the economy doesn’t improve?”  “What if our assets continue to diminish?”  
“What if my daughter marries inappropriately?”  “What if the treatment doesn’t work?”  “What if 
we can’t pay for all the construction we’re doing around the church?”  “What if I try it and fail?”  
“What if...?” 
 Jeremy says, “Excuses only sound good to those who make them.”   
   On this first Sunday of 2010, let me remind you that Scripture, through Christ, says, “SO 
WHAT?”  We have NOTHING to fear.  Don’t let fear DOMINATE your future.  GOD is STILL GOD!  And 
God says to your fears and to mine, “SO WHAT?”   

 When we come to this table, eating the bread of life filled with the yeast of God’s Spirit, and 
drinking from the cup ... what we are really doing is making a commitment and opening our lives to 
go beyond “If only” and “What if” to “SO WHAT?”   

    
 I have to admit; almost every year I do my Christmas shopping at the Book Nook.  Karen 
knows she’ll be opening something I bought for her there ... she can tell by the wrapping.  As I 
was walking around the place on the 24th (yes, I’m a last minute shopper) I saw a really neat 
quote on a small plaque.  It read: “Bidden or Unbidden, God is Present.”    
 Thus, in the midst of all our “If onlys” and our “What ifs,” GOD IS STILL GOD.   

 
 The Christian faith calls us to a realization that through Christ ALL things are 
possible.  Yes, it will mean that we have to step out from behind the curtain.  We can’t be 
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spectators.  We’ve got to take some risks.  But as we do ... letting our lives be filled with God’s Spirit 
and drinking from the cup ... in THIS we are being FAITHFUL to our CALL.   

 Yes, the Scriptures make it clear that through Christ the “T” is dropped from “CAN’T” 
and we affirm, through Christ, “WE CAN.”  WE CAN dance the dance of life in the presence of the 
One we call Jesus.  By HIS grace WE CAN take the “T” out of “CAN’T” and WE CAN BECOME the MEN 
and WOMEN and CHURCH God has created us to be.   

 
 Simply put ... the Bible is the “BEGIN AGAIN BOOK.”   
 God is just as happy when we BEGIN AGAIN as God was when we FIRST BEGAN.  I invite you 
to read the Bible, and as you read, see the reality of how men and women throughout the ages 
BEGAN AGAIN AND AGAIN in a relationship with Jesus Christ.   

 The Bible is the “Begin Again Book” after failed relationships.   
 As Christians, we shouldn’t be surprised by sin, because “all have fallen short of the 
glory of God.”  What IS surprising is that so many Christians choose to stand behind the 
curtain, unwilling to confess and unwilling to surrender.  Read the Bible carefully.  You 
will see over and over again that after failed relationships there is healing, there are new 
beginnings. 

 The Bible is the “Begin Again Book” after moral failures. 
 Biblical characters, just like YOU and like ME, told lies, cheated, were jealous, rude, 
arrogant, selfish, immoral, adulterous, murderers.  The list goes on and on, but the Bible is 
the “Begin Again Book,” because through Christ there is forgiveness.  Forgiveness requires 
that we come out from behind the curtain and request God’s love that has already been 
given.  But we won’t know it until we ourselves have felt the yeast of God’s Spirit within 
us and tasted the cup of the New Covenant on our lips. 

 The Bible is the “Begin Again Book” for broken dreams.   
 All of us have our “idealisms” as to how life should have treated us and how life 
should be all wrapped up in certain packages for certain occasions under certain 
circumstances.  Then these “idealisms” are shattered.  The marriage doesn’t last.  The 
grandchildren are sharing time between two parents.  The spouse didn’t live nearly as 
long as we anticipated.  Investments flopped, and it was easy to become embittered 
because of broken dreams.   
 Often our idealisms and our dreams are rather selfish and narrow and frequently 
focused on OUR little interests and OUR biological family.  But the Bible calls us to BEGIN 
AGAIN with NEW DREAMS.  THIS TIME, with GOD’S DREAMS that fill us with God’s yeast.  
THIS TIME we are to drink from the cup of life, the one God has given us through his death 
and resurrection.   

 And so ... God in Christ calls us to a NEW VISION and NEW DREAMS.  You can read about 
it in the book ... the one that calls all of us to begin again and again in 2010.   

 
 It is indeed appropriate for us to come to this table on the first Sunday of a New Year and 
a New Decade.   
 YOU and I know how many times we have begun again and again at this table.  It is the 
privilege we have in Christ to do so again today.   



 

Page 4 

 As you eat the bread ... invite God’s Spirit to be yeast in you as never before ... so you can 
be filled with God’s Spirit.   

 As you drink from the cup ... realize that to pour it on the ground is not an option.  You 
are called to drink from the cup, come out from behind the curtain, and realize again ... that in 
Christ we are called to a new way of life and loving ... to abundant living.   

 It is NOT going to happen unless we are willing to take risks, step forward, and be 
counted as God’s men and women ... for our God in Christ is a God of SECOND CHANCES and 
NEW BEGINNINGS.   

 Come to the table.   
 Bring your whole life.   
 By God’s grace we are invited to BEGIN AGAIN.   

 And by God’s grace and in the name of Jesus Christ ...  
 May it will be a HAPPY NEW YEAR and HAPPY NEW DECADE! 

Amen and Amen.  


