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EXTRAVAGANT GENEROSITY: THE HEART OF GIVING

Declarations of Your Heart:
Extravagant Generosity Is an Expression of Your Heart

2 Corinthians 8:1-7; 24

I’ve been in church a long time.  Hey, I’m going to be 60 in December and I’ve been in the 
Presbyterian Church for most of those years.  Being brought up in the church, I was taught from an 
early age that “tithing” was a very important part of church membership.  I can remember making a 
pledge to the church when I was a kid ... a quarter out of my allowance each week!  I was pretty
faithful in my commitment. 

Well, when Karen and I were first married things changed dramatically ... we had our first 
child, I was working with my father in a start up carpet installing business ... and let me tell you, we 
had very little (if any) discretionary income.  In other words everything that came IN ... went OUT ... to 
cover the basics of life.  And I’m talking the basics: a car, food, rent, insurance, clothing, and of course, 
music.  (Hey ... I love music!  A necessity!)

In those early years of our marriage, I can remember having conversations about our dollar 
limit at the grocery store and having family discussions to consider clothing purchases for Karen, 
Kerry and myself.  They were lean times.  Between medical costs, and food costs, and rent and 
utilities, and gas ... well, you know the drill.  So when we started back to church after a couple of 
years absence, and the minister and elders talked about making contributions to the church ... even 
suggesting giving a tenth of our income ... I felt we were exempt.  To ease my conscience, I was after 
all, volunteering my time for the church leading the youth group.  Wasn’t all that time an important 
contribution? What more could they ask?  10% was just NOT relevant to our reality.

That mentality carried me through the next 10 or 12 years.  I had gone to college and 
seminary, and was finally in a church as an associate pastor in Pueblo, Colorado.  I was getting paid
to do ministry, and even though the money I was making wasn’t great, I was still making more than 
I had ever made in my entire life!  Sure, I knew in my heart that I should be contributing more to the 
church, but there were just so many “other things” that I “needed” in addition to the necessities  ... 
new suits, a new car, dinners out, a racquet club membership, etc., etc., etc.!  Hey, I had given my life
to the church, right?  Wasn’t that enough to give?  And besides, the 2% or 3% we were contributing 
was a lot better than most people were giving (I thought).  

Well, one day Rev. John Ross, my boss at the First Presbyterian Church in Pueblo, sat me 
down in his office and asked me point blank what Karen and I were giving to the church.  I was 
embarrassed to admit to him the meager amount we had pledged and felt even worse because we 
had not followed through and even given what we had promised.  (This was when I was paying all 
of our bills.  Karen has taken on that responsibility for many years now and is keeping us on track.)  
John calmly looked at me and then said: “Luke (that’s what John calls me), now I understand how 
you were able to buy all those new suits.  You’re a pastor, by YOUR example people are going to 
respond.  Where is your commitment to Christ?  Doesn’t He and the church deserve your best?  How 
are you going to get up in the pulpit someday and ask with any kind of integrity in a sermon that 
your congregation support the church’s ministry ... if you AREN’T?!  If YOU’RE not a good steward of 
what God has given you, HOW can you expect others to be?  Sure, it’s between you and God, but you 
better get your act together!”

That was 27 years ago.  It took several years to reach 10%, but I can now say with “integrity” 
that Karen and I have faithfully given 10% of our income to the church for well over twenty years!  
It’s not out of some sense of obligation that we give to the church, but rather a sense of fulfilling 
one of the mandates of the gospel, of finally knowing in our hearts that we are maintaining a 
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spiritual discipline that helps put everything else into its proper perspective.  No, we haven’t lacked 
any of the necessities of life because of our commitment, but instead have been given a new and 
better way of looking at all those “other things”.  Yes, Karen and I feel good about who we are in 
Christ, how we have been able to manage the call to be “good stewards” of ALL God has gifted us 
with and how God continues to bless.  Those are key reasons to give, but the bottom line is that we 
give because we love Christ’s church, we love our God, we love this world God has created, and we 
love you!  Therefore we tithe, and can you see, it has become an Expression of Our Hearts.


My heart has been encouraged as we have journeyed together through the program 

EXTRAVAGANT GENEROSITY: THE HEART OF GIVING.  I’ve especially enjoyed being with the Bible Study group 
on Thursday mornings.  They have been so open and gracious with me, sharing their Matters of the 
Heart.  Thursday we talked about two passages: one very familiar to all our hearts and the other a 
little more obscure.

The first, Jesus’ words in John 3:16... For God so loved the world that he [What?] gave his only 
Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

And the second, the words of St. Paul directed at the Corinthian Church a couple of thousand 
years ago, but also aimed at us.  2 Corinthians 8:24... Therefore, openly before the churches, show them 
the proof of your love and of our reason for boasting about you.

The first few words of that well-known passage from John’s Gospel clearly states that the 
way God shows love for the world is by giving.  Giving is part of the character of God.  Bishop 
Schnase puts it this way in his book Five Practices of Fruitful Living: 

We give because we are made in the image of God, whose essential nature is 
giving. We are created with God’s nature imprinted on our souls; we are hard-wired to 
be social, compassionate, connected, loving, and generous. God’s extravagant generosity
is part of OUR essential nature as well. But we are anxious and fearful, influenced by a 
culture that makes us believe we never have enough. And we are scarred by habits that 
draw us away from God and that turn us inward with a corrosive self-interest. God sent 
Jesus Christ to bring us back to ourselves, and back to God. As we “have in us the mind 
that was in Christ Jesus,” we become free. (p.120)

And then that obscure verse.  Be honest now, how many of you remember ever reading that 
or hearing a sermon preached on it?  I had read it before, but missed the significance and 
implications of its meaning for us.  The entire teaching of this 2 Corinthians passage leading up to 
verse 24 is about giving and challenging the church there to step up.  The first paragraph of the 
chapter talks about how the churches in Macedonia responded to the plea to help their mother 
church in Jerusalem.  The Macedonians had experienced “a severe ordeal of affliction” Paul says, but 
nonetheless they answered the call.  Eugene Peterson, in The Message, translates Paul: 

The trial exposed their true colors: They were incredibly happy, though desperately 
poor. The pressure triggered something totally unexpected: an outpouring of pure and 
generous gifts. I was there and saw it for myself. They gave offerings of whatever they 
could—far more than they could afford!—begging us for the privilege of helping out in the 
relief of poor Christians. (verses 2-4)

Then Paul writes this to the church in Corinth:
You do so well in so many things—you trust God, you're articulate, you're 

insightful, you're passionate, you love us—now, do your best in this generous undertaking, 
too. (verse 7)

And then Paul concludes the chapter with this challenge to the Corinthian Christians: 
“Therefore, openly before the churches, show them the proof of your love and of our reason for boasting 
about you.” (verse 24)
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Do you understand the implications for us?  Paul is saying that giving is PROOF (or EVIDENCE) of 
our love for God.  Don’t get me wrong here ... God doesn’t require our generosity.  When we truly accept 
the generous gift of God’s LOVE, our only possible response is to LIVE and GIVE GENEROUSLY.  

Here’s the obvious question that each of us needs to grapple with: Is it possible to love God 
without giving?

We wrestled with that on Thursday morning and came to a simple conclusion ... NO, you can’t.  
NO, you can’t.  


This is the final Sunday of our stewardship focus on EXTRAVAGANT GENEROSITY.  Let me highlight 

one more reading from Robert Schnase’s devotional guide, Practicing Extravagant Generosity.  
In the Monday reading for Week Four, Schnase begins by reminding us of the Gospel story 

of the poor widow giving her last two coins for God’s work through the Temple.  This is what he 
writes:

Some people perceive the tithe to be nothing more than a left-over from an 
Old Testament law-based theology. They think it is an arbitrary rule with little 
relevance today.

And yet Jesus commended the practice, even among the Pharisees whom he 
criticized for making a show of their self-righteousness. The early church practiced the 
tithe, and so have Christians in every generation since...

...Name one person you admire and respect because of all they keep for 
themselves. ...Largeness of spirit leads to an eagerness to give our utmost and highest.

Despite the outward challenges and inner struggles, and the countercultural 
nature of generosity, where there is a desire to give, there is a way. The two coins 
dropped in the treasury from the hands of the poor widow, noticed by Jesus and 
recorded for all time as a model of EXTRAVAGANT GENEROSITY, forever reminds us that 
there is always a way. Giving helps us BECOME what God wants us to BE. (pp. 71–72)


EXTRAVAGANT GENEROSITY: THE HEART OF GIVING.  
That’s been our theme for the last four weeks.  Giving really is a Matter of the Heart ... an 

EXPRESSION of YOUR heart.  

Linda Allen’s friend, Suzanne, a Presbyterian minister in Iowa has this as her mantra: “Live
simply, so others can simply live.”  

Is there something you can give up so that others can have a life through the mission and 
ministry of our church?  

And as Liz Saunders texted me yesterday morning as I was finishing up this sermon: I really 
like this series.  Pay it forward vs. Pay it back.  Give because you’ve been given.  Whatever I have given, 
monetary or other wise, has never been a regret.  Always a positive.


At the conclusion of our service of worship, as we are singing “Here I Am, Lord,” you are 

invited to bring your Estimate of Giving card to the front of the church and place it in the basket.  
Together, as God’s family called Lakewood Presbyterian Church, let us make a Declaration of Our 
Hearts.

As of Friday, most of your elders and both pastors have already made their Estimate of Giving.  
Over $105,000 has been committed toward our mission and ministry in 2012. 

What are YOU going to do?  
The decision is YOURS.  
It really is a Matter of the Heart.

Amen and Amen.


