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JESUS’ PARABLES OF THE KINGDOM
SURPRISE, SURPRISE, SURPRISE!

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-53

This is the third and last installment in our summer series on Jesus’ Parables of the Kingdom 
... a series driven by the Lectionary passages that refer directly to this all important aspect of Jesus’
mission.  The last two weeks I’ve mentioned that the sixth Great End of the Church from our Book of 
Order is my favorite.  It says:

We are to be the exhibition of the kingdom of heaven to the world.  (G-1.0200)

I’m hoping that after today’s sermon, we have a better understanding of the Kingdom’s 
implications for our life together and maybe, just maybe, we can truly BE that exhibition.


There was once a blacksmith who worked hard at his trade. The day came for him to die. 

God sent his angel to the smith, but to the angel’s surprise, the smith refused to go. He pleaded 
with the angel that he was the only blacksmith in the village and it was time for all his neighbors to 
begin their planting and sowing. He would be needed. The blacksmith did not want to appear to 
be ungrateful and was looking forward to having a place in God’s Kingdom, but could he put it off
for a while? The angel went and made the blacksmith’s case before God. And God agreed. 

Sometime later, after the harvest, the angel returned to bring the blacksmith to heaven. But 
again ... the smith requested that his return to God be delayed.  “A neighbor of mine is seriously ill 
and it’s time for the harvest. A number of us are trying to save his crops so that his family won’t be 
destitute. Please tell God I am grateful for his blessings to me. But could you come for me later?”
And the angel returned to heaven.

Well, it got to be a pattern. Every time the angel would come to bring the faithful blacksmith 
to heaven, the smith would shake his head and explain to the angel that he was still needed by 
someone on earth.

Finally, the blacksmith grew very old and weary and so he prayed to God to send his angel 
to bring him to heaven.  Immediately the angel appeared. “If you still want to take me home, I’m 
ready to live forever in God’s kingdom.” The angel laughed and looked at the blacksmith with 
delight and surprise. “Where do you think you have been all these years?”

“Surprise, Surprise, Surprise!”  That’s what Gomer Pyle USMC would say anytime he was surprised
... often by the unexpected, but nonetheless the obvious.  You remember that show back in the 60s?  I 
don’t think I missed an episode!  “Surprise, Surprise, Surprise!”


In our lectionary passage today, Jesus is again teaching with parables ... FIVE of them all 

about God’s Kingdom.  THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS LIKE: a mustard seed, like yeast, like treasure
buried in a field, like a merchant in search of fine pearls, like a net filled with fish both good to eat and 
as it says in the Greek, “rotten fish.”  Each of these parables has a SURPRISE, something UNEXPECTED. 


The FIRST TWO are Parallel Parables: A mustard seed is the smallest of all seeds, but grows 

into the greatest of shrubs, even a tree that birds can nest in its branches.  And it doesn’t take a 
whole lot of yeast to leaven a loaf of bread.  Yes, Parallel Parables, and here Jesus is saying that faith 
can appear small and insignificant ... but it can change your entire life.  And can you see, just like the 
Blacksmith, it’s not somewhere out there in the future when we finally die that we experience the 
Kingdom ... IT IS NOW!  “Surprise, Surprise, Surprise!”
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The NEXT TWO PARABLES are also TWINNED and are pretty exciting.  There is buried treasure

and pearl of great price.  We all like to hear those stories about unexpected good fortune ... 
everything from Aladdin to Treasure Island to Survivor.  We get all excited about treasure maps and 
magic lamps and buried gold.  Cleopatra once spent the equivalent of a million and a half dollars on 
a single pearl from India.  No question, the people of Jesus’ world also liked those kinds of stories.  
But the point of these parables is the unexpected nature of God.  God comes to us when we least expect
it and in wondrous ways.  “Surprise, Surprise, Surprise!”  And folks, God’s Kingdom is so valuable it’s 
worth giving up everything for ... right now, in the HERE and NOW!


The FINAL PARABLE of our lesson today echoes the theme of last Sunday.  In fact, I even 

mentioned it last week in my sermon.  If you remember, last week was the field of WHEAT mixed 
with the WEEDS.  Today it’s the FISHING NET full of both good and bad fish which are kept together 
until the boat reaches the shore where the good fish are kept and the bad thrown away.  

The theme again is that the kingdom of God is a mixed bag of ALL kinds of people, and it’s NOT
always clear which is the WHEAT and which are the WEEDS ... which are the GOOD FISH and which are 
the BAD.  Therefore, we would do well NOT to try to judge one from the other.  The SURPRISE is that in 
the Kingdom of God we live side by side ... and are even a little conflicted ourselves between the 
good and the bad.  Remember Mr. Rogers’ statement?  “Have you ever noticed that the very same 
people who are bad sometimes are the very same people who are good sometimes?”  “Surprise, 
Surprise, Surprise!” ... the separation doesn’t occur until the end ... and we leave THAT to God.


The Kingdom of Heaven is like ... Jesus taught in parables that are not always easy to 

understand.  But in each one of these the SURPRISE comes from God.  God causes the tiny mustard 
seed to grow into a huge tree; God uses the little bit of yeast to cause the loaf to rise.  God has buried 
treasure where least expected, worth enough to sell everything in order to buy that field and the 
pearl great enough to give all that one has to purchase such a wonderful pearl.  God keeps adding 
fish to the net.  Each parable has a SURPRISE ... yes, “Surprise, Surprise, Surprise!”


Now, I’ve got to tell you ... I don’t like surprises much. I don’t handle them very well and I 

don’t particularly like this about myself.  I do enjoy surprising others, though.  I planned a 50th

Birthday Party for Karen when we lived in Ohio.  Even had some people from out of town come.  It 
actually turned out very well and she WAS surprised.  However, I worried for days prior to the event 
that she wouldn’t be ... that it would be a flop.  

And I guess that’s the reason I don’t like surprises much ... because they can be disappointing
–– but not always.  We can go to places where we didn’t have any great expectations and find out 
we enjoy them.  That happened at a beach we visited last year down in the Naples’ area.  It seemed 
like a weird place for a beach to be located in a kind of residential area, but Barefoot Beach now has 
become one of our favorites.  Sometimes you walk into a restaurant that doesn’t look like much, 
and it turns out to have really good food.  Or you can meet folks who don’t really impress us very 
much, but later turn out to be great friends. “Surprise, Surprise, Surprise!”  But the converse of those 
three examples happens as well, and that is disappointing.

God’s surprises do not disappoint us ... our parables tell us that.  What looks little and 
insignificant can still make a huge difference.  Just look at the mustard seed or the yeast.  That little 
seed produces a tree ten feet tall; and a fistful of yeast, mixed with three measures of flour and water 
can feed a hundred people!  It doesn’t take too many believing, trusting followers of Christ to make a 
difference in our Lakewood community.  Even a FEW of us ... living out our faith ... can do it.  We 
shouldn’t be discouraged in our faith ... that’s the point of the first two parables ... A FEW can do GREAT 
THINGS!
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God’s Kingdom is itself a wonderful SURPRISE. It’s like the treasure in the field or the pearl of 
great price.  It is so wonderful that it makes everything else seem insignificant.  The laborer sold all he 
had to buy the field ... the merchant all his other pearls.  It is a promise for us. IF we are God’s people, 
God’s children, then other things don’t really matter so much.  If we’re not rich, so what!  If we’re not 
beautiful, trim, attractive ... all flesh is grass anyway.  As Isaiah said, “The grass withers, the flower 
fades, but the Word of God endures forever.” (Isaiah 40:8)  

We may not be powerful people, but GOD’S SURPRISE for US is simply THIS: What counts in 
God’s eyes is our relationship to God through Jesus Christ ... and that WE try to live life like he lived life!
God sees us in the light of Christ, forgiven, reconciled, restored.  It is a treasure indeed that we have 
from God; a jewel given to us by God that our future is secure in God’s loving hands.  We may not 
have what the world offers ... power, prestige, money, BUT we have what the world cannot give ... God’s 
PRESENCE and God’s PEACE.


God continues to SURPRISE us ...

 God comes to the little baby who is not old enough to understand and makes that child God’s 
own child through baptism.

 God comes to us with forgiveness when we admit the ways we’ve blown it.

 God comes to us at Church Camp or in Vacation Bible School, and even on a Mission Trip.

 And sometimes God comes to us in times of loneliness or sickness, worry or pain.

 God can use ordinary times or special times, TO COME NEAR.

When we least expect God to act, God comes showering blessings.  We shouldn’t be discouraged 
when things go wrong, but realize that God is there to help us in LOVE and care for us with 
COMPASSION.  God has great treasures laid up for us ... the GREATEST is the KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.


Another person has just arrived at the gates of heaven.  
A voice asks, “What is the password?  Speak it and you may enter.”
“Whoever calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved?”
“No,” replies the voice.
“The just shall live by faith?”
“No.”
“There is therefore now no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus?”
“Those sayings are true,” the voice answered, “But they are not the password for which I 

listen.”
“Well, then, I give up,” replied the person.
“That’s it!  Come right in.”


The Kingdom of Heaven is in our midst right now!  Let us be the exhibition of that Kingdom 

as we extend LOVE and COMPASSION  and MERCY and JUSTICE to this hurting world around us.  But 
realize too, that the Kingdom of God is a free gift ... given to those who know they can not make it 
on their own, but need to rely on God’s grace.

The blacksmith said, “If you still want to take me home, I’m ready to live forever in God’s 
kingdom.”  The angel laughed and looked at the blacksmith with delight and surprise.  “Where do 
you think you have been all these years?”

“Surprise, Surprise, Surprise!”  And the surprise continues on into eternity for us all.  
Amen and Amen.


