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ARE YOU AWARE OF THE DRESS CODE?
Matthew 22:1-14

“I just don’t have a thing to wear...”  Have you ever been invited to some special event and 
used that as an excuse?  Or maybe your excuse was you needed to work in your yard and try to get 
the grass to grow.  Or perhaps your business was in need of some attention and you just can’t find 
the time to go party.  It was a very special invitation, an important person, but you just didn’t want 
to be bothered.  

Or what about this scenario?  You’ve been asked to be a groomsman or bridesmaid in a 
wedding.  A gift certificate has even been provided for your formal wear.  But you just didn’t bother
to go get the tux or the gown and you show up at the wedding in the dirty overalls you love to wear 
when you’re working in the yard.

Not likely, is it?

Well, those examples are kind of like the parable Jesus tells in our passage today ... and the 
responses in his parable are just as unlikely.  


Jesus tells the story about a king’s son who is getting married.  The king decides to plan the 

event of a lifetime and sends invitations to all the right people to attend.  But the invited guests come 
up with lame excuses and beg off.  Not only that, some of these important invitees rough up the 
king’s messengers and even kill some.  Jesus says the king was enraged that his guests not only 
rejected his invitation, but maltreated and killed his slaves.  So the king calls up his troops and 
annihilates the murderers and burns their city.

Nonetheless, the king is determined to have his son’s wedding reception and he wants the 
banquet hall be FULL.  So he sends his servants out into the streets and alleys, the bars and 
nightclubs, the restaurants and theaters, the cheap hotels and homeless shelters, and invites old and 
young, rich and poor, good and bad to come fill the wedding hall.  Let the party begin!

Everything is going great, but then the king notices this guy has come to the party, 
obviously to enjoy the food and wine, but for some reason refused to adhere to the dress code.  
Commentators have suggested that it was a common practice at events such as this to provide 
white robes for everybody attending.  At any rate, this man did NOT choose to dress up for the 
occasion ... so the king throws him out.


Alright, so we have yet another parable of the kingdom of heaven that Matthew is recording 

... what’s going on here?  Obviously there is more to it than just a story about a king and a banquet.  
Do you remember last week’s parable?  There are a number of parallels between this parable 

and the one we looked at last week ... the parable of the Wicked Tenants.  In both parables, the 
owner or king provides something wonderful.  In the FIRST it was a fine vineyard, in the SECOND a 
banquet feast.  IN BOTH, the king sends slaves to convey a message.  IN BOTH, the people mistreat
and kill the slaves.  IN BOTH, he punishes the people who reject his gift.  AND IN BOTH, the son is 
involved ... although in different ways.

To understand the parable we need to know the players:
 The king is God.
 The son is Jesus.
 The invited guests are the Jewish people.
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 The first slaves are the Hebrew prophets.
 The second and third set of slaves are Jesus and the Christian missionaries.
 The burned city is Jerusalem.
 The “good and bad” describes the mixed membership of the church ... recall the “wheat and 

the tares” and the “sheep and the goats” ... we don’t make the distinction, that’s God’s job.


Now, the first thing to note is God’s gracious INVITATION ... not just once, but THREE times.  
This is the story of salvation history ... yes, God first sent prophets and then Jesus with Good News
and then the missionaries/messengers.  Some reject and others accept.  What I want to focus on 
today is the rejection ... WHY was the invitation rejected?  

There’s really not much in the parable to help us understand why they rejected the invite.  It 
simply says in verse 3 that the guests “would not come” when the First Invitation was extended. They 
offer no excuses, but simply refuse to honor the invitation.

I’m thinking that maybe these folks had actually received the invitation some time earlier, 
accepted it and then set it aside thinking that when the time came ... sure they would go.  After all, it 
was an honor to be invited, and by accepting an invitation for a dinner to be held sometime in the 
future ... that didn’t inconvenience them in any way.  But it was something entirely different when it 
came time to drop what they were doing, to change clothes, and to go to the banquet.

Too many churches out there and too many people tend to look only at the future “reward” we 
will “someday” receive ... forgetting that the kingdom of heaven is present among us right NOW and 
requires our response.  If that is the point Christ is making in the parable, then we may find it much 
more inconvenient to accept the particulars about following him.  What about Christ’s call to love
one another?  To accept the outcasts?  To forgive as we have been forgiven?  To work for justice?  To 
strive for peace? Not to mention his call to serve on the session, or one of the ministries, or to teach
Sunday School, or to tithe?  All those could cause us much inconvenience....


Mrs. Jones was reading a letter at breakfast. Suddenly she looked up suspiciously at her 

husband. “Henry, I’ve just received a letter from Mother saying she isn’t accepting our invitation to 
come and stay.  She says it doesn’t appear we want her. I told you to write and tell her she was to 
come at her own convenience. You did write, didn’t you?”

“Aah - yeh - I did, Dear,” said the husband. “But I couldn’t spell ‘convenience’ so I made it 
‘risk’.”

Yes, accepting the invitation may be inconvenient for us, but “coming at your own risk” just 
might be the game breaker for us.  TOO much to risk!  “I might have to change the way I look at 
others.”  “I might have to give up my old beliefs and start doing something differently.”  “Geez ... I 
had my eye on that new car ... you mean I need to give more money for the work of Christ through 
our church instead?”  TOO much to risk!  “No ... I’m not going!”


This First Invitation is followed by a Second.  Even if they don’t like the king, maybe they’ll 

come because of all the good, free food.  Here the invitees response shows a lack of respect.  In 
verse 5, we read that “they made light of it.”  And I see some apathy, too.  Basically, they want to do 
what they want to do when they want to do it.

They were just doing their ordinary things, “one to his farm, another to his business.”  They 
were good things that distracted them, not bad.  And these aren’t necessarily excuses, but rather 
personal concerns that they think are more important than the king’s invitation.
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We get caught up in the same kind of thing, don’t we?  We have to work, to run errands, to 
take care of children, to clean the house, to cook and to wash dishes, to pay bills, to mow the lawn, or 
to repair a leaky faucet.  Where can we find room on our “to-do” list for God?

Well, is it too far fetched?  Is this a parable that could never happen?  Of course not.  We see the 
same thing happening all around us every day, and especially on Sunday morning.  The King, the 
Lord of Lords, the almighty Creator of the universe invites us to a party, a feast, a banquet, the 
marriage feast of his Son.  But we offer excuses:
 But I was up late last night and Sunday is my only chance to sleep in.
 Hey ... I don’t want to miss the opening kick-off!
 It sure is a beautiful morning for fishin’.
 Gotta take the kids to a soccer match this morning.
 The whole family is coming over for dinner and I’ve got to get ready.

When you don’t want to do something, any excuse will do ... no matter how flimsy or absurd.

If you took the same excuses that people use for not going to church and applied them to 
other important areas of life, you’d realize how inconsistent we can be in our logic.  For example,
someone has suggested these reasons not to WASH.  See how ridiculous they sound:
 I was forced to wash as a child.
 I only wash on special occasions like Christmas and Easter.
 People who wash are hypocrites they think they are cleaner than everyone else.
 There are so many different kinds of soap; I can’t decide which one is best.
 I used to wash, but it got boring so I stopped.
 None of my friends wash.
 The bathroom is never warm enough in the winter or cool enough in the summer.
 I’ll start washing when I get older and dirtier.
 I can’t spare the time.
 People who make soap are only after my money.


Finally, what about the man who came to the banquet without the wedding robe?  Let me 

make it very clear that the wedding robe has nothing to do with the kind of clothing, fancy or plain, 
that we wear to church.  But it is clear that the key to understanding the parable is understanding 
the symbolism of that wedding robe. 

We know from our biblical studies that guests to a wedding feast were not expected to 
provide their own attire.  They would be given robes as they entered the banquet hall.  The 
invitation was open.  The feast was an unearned GIFT, and so was the necessary clothing.  For the 
first Christians, the parallel was baptism.  The early church placed robes on those coming out of the 
waters of baptism.  The white robes were an OUTWARD sign of the INWARD grace of being CLOTHED in 
Christ.  And so, wearing the robe represented the acceptance of the invitation and indicated one’s 
participation in the joy of the feast.  To appear in ordinary, soiled working clothes would show 
contempt for the occasion, a refusal to join in the king’s rejoicing.  When asked how he had gotten 
in without wearing a robe ... the man was “speechless.”


Clothing is a common New Testament metaphor for spiritual change.  Paul wrote in Romans

13:14 ... “Clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires 
of the sinful nature.”
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In Colossians 3:12, we read ... “Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe 
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.”

Finally, in 1Peter 5:5 we are admonished ... “All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward 
one another, because, ‘God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.’”

And so, being CLOTHED is a consistent New Testament expression for holiness and righteousness
... for becoming like Christ.  The OLD clothes have to come off and NEW ones put on.

Can you see that there is something very interesting happening the this Parable of the Kingdom
... Jesus confronts us with a paradox: Yes, it is God’s free invitation to the banquet with no strings
attached and everyone is invited – the “good and the bad.”  HOWEVER, God requires a response of 
gratitude ... of “putting on” something appropriate to our calling.  

Have you accepted the invitation?  I hope so.
However, if you’re doing nothing except showing up?  Well, you might need to rethink that.


Grandma took her four-year-old granddaughter, Amanda, to the doctor’s office with a fever. 

The doctor looked in her ears and said, “Who’s in there? Donald Duck?”
She said, “No.”
He looked in her nose and said, “Who’s in there? Mickey Mouse?”
Again she said, “No.”
He put his stethoscope on her heart and said, “Who’s in there? Barney?”
Amanda replied, “No, Jesus is IN my heart. Barney is ON my underwear.”

I don’t guess it matters who’s ON your underwear ... if Jesus is IN your heart. And if Jesus is in
your heart, your life will be clothed in the proper apparel: faith, hope, love, forgiveness, tolerance and 
ALL the virtues of this life lived as Followers of the Way. 

And when it comes your time, you won’t be speechless at the wedding feast ... for you will be 
properly dressed.

Amen and Amen.


