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ADVENT FROM A PROPHET’S PERSPECTIVE: PEACE
Isaiah 11:1-10

Have you ever seen the series of paintings done by the late-eighteenth century painter, Edward 
Hicks?  You may not recognize the name, but I bet you recognize his work.  Hicks created the famous 
painting that I’ve put on the cover of the bulletin titled: The Peaceable Kingdom.  Hicks actually painted a 
series of pictures based on verses 1-10 from the 11th chapter of the prophet Isaiah that we just heard Katie
read. 

In his paintings, Edward Hicks tried to capture the true flavor of what Isaiah was describing.  He has a 
lion, a leopard, a tiger, a wolf and a bear, interspersed among a cow, a goat, a sheep and several other small 
animals.  All of the animals are wide-eyed as if in wonder that they’re all together.  They are gathered along with 
three small children, one near school-age, the other two apparently helpless toddlers.  They all look happy
and contented and two of the children have at least one hand on a dangerous animal.  

In the background of the painting is something of equal weight and importance.  Off in the distance, 
behind the children and animals, you can see a group of Native Americans and several Anglo “settlers.”  
They represent William Penn, the founder of Quakerism in America, and his group as they negotiated with 
the Lenni-LÉnape tribe in the Great Treaty of 1682.  And finally, all of these people are separated from the 
children and animals by a wide ravine.

As a college student, part of my degree work dealt with religious art.  I looked at a lot of paintings 
and listened to much music.  Trying to determine the meaning therein was sometimes difficult, but with 
Hicks, the great symbolism in his work stares you right in the face.  There is a huge chasm or ravine between 
where we ARE ... where we LIVE ... and the “peaceable kingdom,” about which Isaiah speaks.  On one side of 
the chasm are the warring people of the world, who even if they espouse peaceful beliefs, tend to make and 
break treaties on whims and who typically exhibit tendencies of little or no justice recognition.  That is true of 
ALL people ... even Hicks’ beloved Quakers.  

On the other side of the ravine is that place promised to us by God, through Isaiah.  In the Kingdom 
of God ... the Peaceable Kingdom ... little children are never in any danger.  Animals don’t have to fight with 
each other ... or eat each other ... in order to survive.  Lions and wolves eat hay, just like the cows and sheep.  
And people are only interested in peace and justice.  But that ravine looms there in the foreground ... we have 
broken away from the beauty, wonder and goodness of God’s creation to do our own thing ... and while doing 
it, tend to fail miserably at this idea of peace.


The writer of the Book of Isaiah wrote about the peaceable kingdom almost 3,000 years ago.  And 

we’re no closer to making it a reality TODAY than the people of Israel were THEN.  If anything, it has gotten 
worse.  

 In the days of Isaiah, when people went to war they met each other on a battlefield and fought hand-
to-hand for the ground they wanted to occupy.  They could look into each other’s eyes and see the 
cost of their struggles; and decide whether or not the war was worth the cost.

 Today, although that close-quarter combat has unfortunately not completely gone away, we also 
have ways of killing each other in astronomical numbers from miles away, literally sitting at a 
computer screen and at the push of a button ... never seeing the other being killed.  

It doesn’t take much reading of newspapers or watching TV to determine that peace has not broken 
out on earth, as of December 5th 2010.  There are, in fact, 31 wars raging around the world today.  None of 
which looks as though it will end soon.  And of those 31, 8 account for at least 1000 deaths per year!  That is over 
80,000 lives wasted!
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And despite Isaiah’s prophecy of children touching deadly snakes without injury, children on earth 
certainly do NOT live in safety today, any more than they did in Isaiah’s time.  According to the United 
Nations, 25,000 people per day ... that’s 1 every 3.5 SECONDS ... DIE of hunger related causes, worldwide.  And 
a significant percentage of that number is children.  

We haven’t gotten very far toward Isaiah’s vision of children living in safety.  Let me share some very 
disturbing figures from Florida’s Children’s Home Society webpage:

 NATIONALLY, 4 children die from abuse or neglect every day.  Every 40 seconds, a child suffers abuse 
or neglect in our country.  Of the perpetrators of these statistics, nearly 80% are parents.

 FLORIDA STATISTICS aren’t very good either.  Last year, Florida’s Child Abuse Hotline received 220,354 
calls – a 33% increase over the prior year.  Of the perpetrators, 76% were parents.  And in Florida, 201 
children died from abuse or neglect last year.  Children younger than 5 experienced the highest rate 
of fatalities.

And none of this depressing material begins to touch the issue of the wolf living with lamb or the leopard 
living with the kid.  

NO ...  We’re not a bit closer than we were when Isaiah last talked about this subject.  I guess all these 
visions of Isaiah’s were just myths or figments of his imagination.


But let’s look for a minute at what Isaiah said would happen in the world BEFORE the peaceable 

kingdom came:
“A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.”  

The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.  

His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.”

There are whole schools of Biblical scholarship that hold that Isaiah was talking about the birth of 
Jesus when he mentioned the “shoot from the stump of Jesse.”  It’s no accident that last week’s lectionary 
passage from Isaiah dealt with the HOPE that is to come to Israel and the world.  We really didn’t say it last 
week, but that HOPE is realized in the birth of Jesus.  

When Jesus was involved in his earthly ministry, he talked often of the Kingdom of God ... yes, Isaiah’s 
Peaceable Kingdom.  If we were to have read this morning’s Gospel passage from Matthew, we would have 
heard about John the Baptist and how he told the crowds of people that they should pay attention and take 
this chance they have to repent, because the Kingdom of heaven has come near.  Yes, in the birth of Christ, the 
kingdom of God is also birthed.  

I told you last week that what I want to do this Advent Season, is to challenge us to think about 
“taking some action” and doing that through the perspective and the words of the Prophet Isaiah.  So ... if 
Isaiah’s vision of a Peaceable Kingdom is to become a reality, then YOU and I have to do SOMETHING!  


Now, with all due respect to the “End Times” crowd, I don’t believe that a worldwide Armageddon is 

part of God’s ultimate plan for peace to finally become a reality on this earth.  And so, I don’t believe we 
should just be wringing our hands, waiting for Christ to return in order to see change occur.  NO. In the birth
of the babe of Babe of Bethlehem ... the One who truly has the Spirit of the Lord resting on Him, the One who 
lives in knowledge and fear of the Lord, the One who IS the shoot from the stump of Jesse ... IS the One who can
and will usher in the peaceable kingdom on earth.  But he needs YOU and ME to help ... our hands, our feet, 
our hearts, our lives ... we can’t sit idly by and wait!  Instead, we need to “take some action” ... we should use 
Isaiah’s description as a pattern and get to work, doing WHAT we can in order to make the peaceable kingdom a 
reality WHERE we can!
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Isaiah says that when the Kingdom of God comes to us, there will be righteousness and fear of the 

Lord everywhere.  It is the Spirit of God and the fear of the Lord that will usher in God’s fulfillment of ALL
creation.  

Now, I’m not some kind of idealist or impractical dreamer.  I know we can’t make the peaceable 
kingdom appear everywhere on this earth.  But I’ll tell you what we CAN do.  EACH of us can begin to live as if 
the Spirit of the Lord is truly alive and well within us ... because it IS!  We say it every time we baptize anyone 
and we relive it every time we share together in the Lord’s Supper.  We ARE Spirit-filled members of the Body of 
Christ ... and we need to start living as if we WERE.  That means living in the knowledge and fear of the Lord.  It 
doesn’t mean trembling and cowering at God’s name ... it means knowing that GOD IS GOD and we are NOT.  
It means recognizing the true, active power of God’s LOVE in the world and recognizing it for what it IS ... not 
coincidence, not natural occurrence, but the power of God ... incarnate in LOVE ... LOVE fleshed out in YOU and 
in ME.


Let me share an example of the power of God’s LOVE fleshed out.
A few days before Christmas, two young boys were walking home from a Christmas shopping trip at 

the five and ten cent store in their little hometown.  They had done well, buying presents for mom and dad.  
As they were walking home, they passed by a house where a man lived who was kind of a mean old guy.  He 
never said anything to them, always very grumpy.  The man was shoveling the snow off his sidewalk, but the 
boys noticed that his gloves were worn out ... fingers sticking through holes.  And he looked cold.

When they arrived home they told their mom about the grumpy man and his shabby gloves.  Could 
they take a pair to him and give him a hand shoveling the snow?  Mom found an extra pair of gloves, 
wrapped them in some Christmas paper, gave them to the boys and off they went ... package and shovels in 
hand. 

They were a little tentative when they approached the man, but handed the package to him and 
said, “Merry Christmas. Can we help you?”  At first the man didn’t know what to think, but then he 
unwrapped his gift.  Tears formed in his eyes [not from the cold] and he said, “Thank you.”  They shoveled 
together is silence.

From that day on, the mean old grumpy man was never mean to the two boys again.  He always 
greeted them with a smile and a wave of the hand.  HOW do I know this?  Those two boys were my younger 
brother, Sam and me.

IF YOU and I were to begin living out this idea of the power of God’s LOVE fleshed out in our everyday 
lives, we could bring Isaiah’s peaceable kingdom to our churches, our homes and our workplaces.  And if that 
peaceable kingdom is then where we live and where we work and where we share communion with each 
other, then WHAT can we expect to come from that?


Have you heard the term: “viral video?”  It refers to a video ... typically shot by an individual with a 

hand-held camera.  The video is uploaded to a web site like YouTube.  Once it’s uploaded, someone sees it 
and forwards a link to a friend, and tells someone else about it, and they go to the web site and see it, and so 
on, and so on.  Viral videos repeat this process hundreds of thousands of times in a day.  I received one of these 
“viral video” links from Roberta Davis on Friday.  Recorded last month on the 13th, it happened to an 
unsuspecting crowd of shoppers while they were enjoying their lunch in a food court somewhere up North.  
The title: Christmas Food Court Flash Mob, Hallelujah Chorus - Must See!  

(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SXh7JR9oKVE&feature=youtube_gdata_player)  
What you see and hear in the video, is one young woman stand and begin singing the Hallelujah 

Chorus, and then another, and then another.  All over the food court people, obviously a pre-arranged choir, 
stand and sing that wonderful chorus.  As of yesterday at 11:00 am, it has been viewed over 9 million times!  
That’s what happens when a video goes viral.  It spreads like wildfire!

And so … WHAT IF we started living “peaceable kingdom lives” individually?  Lives in which we lived in 
the knowledge and fear of the Lord ... recognizing that we were empowered by the Holy Spirit?  
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AND WHAT IF we then became living examples of the disciples of Jesus Christ and other people 
started to notice?  

AND WHAT IF people asked themselves, “WHY is that person so at peace in this crazy world?” and the 
answer was, “she lives in the knowledge and fear of the Lord.”  

AND WHAT IF our creation of a local peaceable kingdom went viral?  

Think about it ... 
WHAT IF...?  
WHAT IF...?

Amen and Amen.


