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JUST A GLIMPSE OF HEAVEN
Revelation 7:9-17

We have two funerals this Tuesday: Bill Kampfe, 91 years old, a member of Lakewood for
many, many years, leaves behind his wife, Sally of 59 years, loved by so many, died after living a
long, loving and a productive life.  Laurie Wilson, sister-in-law of William Wilson, just 48 years old,
cancer taking her life in its prime, leaving behind her soul mate, Jeff and three adult children, and
leaving them with a question on their lips ... Why?  

What is the HOPE both of these families have for the days, weeks, months and years
ahead?  Where do they find the strength to move forward? They find it in a promise found within
the scriptures and in the life, death and resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  The
promise?  ETERNAL LIFE.

My grandma, Lil, my mother’s mother, always told me I was her favorite grandchild.  
She probably said that to all 29 or her grandchildren, however I was the only one in her hospital
room the day she died, mom and the other relatives who were there were all out in the waiting
room.  I was sitting there beside her bed, holding her hand when she took her last breath.  

The day my brother died, I was sitting on his couch in Cincinnati, holding Mark in my lap,
an afghan my mother had made for him wrapped his thin, frail body.  He looked so peaceful when
he finally gave up his struggle with AIDS there with my arms around him.  

I want to take a little poll here.  If you’ve had a brother or sister die, please stand up.  If
you’ve had an aunt or uncle, or a cousin die, please stand up.  If you’ve had a mother or father die,
please stand.  If you’ve had a husband or wife die, stand.  A grandmother or grandfather, stand.  
If you’ve had a close friend die, please stand.  Take a look around.  Is there anybody in this
sanctuary who has not been touched by death in some way?  Yes, death is a part of life and
loving.  It HURTS.  Nonetheless, WHAT is the HOPE we ALL have?

The promise of ETERNAL LIFE.  
A glorious REUNION that will last FOREVER!


In my 28 years as an ordained minister in the Presbyterian Church, I have never

preached a Sunday sermon about heaven.  I’ve reserved that topic for funeral services.  But
today’s lectionary passage from the Book of Revelation clearly leads us to think about heaven.  


I’m sure there are people here this morning who like shopping and those who don’t ...

I’m a part of that latter group – those who DON’T!  There are some people who like to window
shop – they like it because it’s cheap.  Anybody out there in that category?  I’m not asking if you’re
“cheap”.  No, window shoppers can dream a little about the things they see in the windows.  You
might stop and stare at the displays of clothing or jewelry or electronics, or stop in at a car
dealership and peruse, thinking that you would really like to have that one, but you know full well
that it’s more than you can afford.  Or maybe you’ve looked in the window of a travel agent and
seen an advertisement for a getaway you’ve always wanted ... for me it’s Tahiti.  As you look and
dream, you realize that this ain’t gonna ever happen.  So, you move on, putting the idea right
out of your head.
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When we read this passage from the Book of Revelation, it’s as if we’re window
shopping and pressing our noses up against the window looking at this wonderful scene in
front of us.  What we see in a jeweler’s shop window, for instance, is only a small glimpse of the
beautiful necklaces, watches, and rings inside the shop.  What we see as we look through the
window of the Book of Revelation is just a small sample, a very tiny peek at what heaven might be
really like.  


Let me preface what I am about to say with these words: I will not pretend to have all the

answers.  I don’t know what Eternal Life looks like or will be like ... what heaven is like.  I do know
that God is love and in loving me that love will extend throughout eternity.  And if it does for me ...
it will for all those I have loved as well, because God loves them!

And so, as you look through the window in the Book of Revelation what is it that
impresses you the most?  

Is it the HUGE CROWD?  
We read, “I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from

every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages...” (Rev. 7:9).  That is an impressive
scene.  Here in this world there are divisions between black and white, male and female, the rich
and the poor, one nation against another; between one religion and another.  But here, before the
throne of the Lamb, we a see a mass of people, untouched by racism, sexism, nationalism, or
whatever other “ism” you can think of.  Unique indeed! A crowd whose numbers defy
calculation.  This isn’t one of those uncomfortable crowds; people pushing and shoving, people
jammed in together, some being rude, and some stepping on your toes.  Those gathered at the
throne of God don’t mind the crowd at all. In fact, they are happy to be part of so many
people enjoying the presence of God.  

In this crowd are people from EVERY nation, from ALL tribes and language groups.  
They understand one another perfectly.  They are NOT divided into cliques, clusters and special
interest groups.  They are ALL friends ... loving one another.  They don’t EXCLUDE someone
because he/she is different or strange.  They are totally ONE.  


In the fight against apartheid in South Africa, Archbishop Desmond Tutu often referred

to this vision in the Book of Revelation as “God’s victorious liberated people being one people,
free of everything that separates one person from another.”

Wouldn’t it be great if this could be a reality right NOW in our world?  Just think of the
changes that would happen if everyone could experience this oneness in the everyday
dealings of one person toward another ... one nation toward the next.


Or as you look through this window into heaven maybe you’re impressed by the

SETTING of this magnificent scene.  
Here’s this huge crowd of people standing before the throne of God ... in the presence

of the Almighty.  But not only are there people there, but also angels and other heavenly
creatures.  

Imagine yourself and those whom you love in that crowd, face to face with Christ, the
risen, triumphant, living Lamb who has taken away the sin of the world.  Every person in that
crowd is evidence that Jesus Christ is indeed the totally successful Savior of ALL people regardless
of race, nation or language.  For you see, God made a promise to us: “God did not send the Son into
the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him” (John 3:17).  
This scene before the throne of God is proof that the promise was kept!  
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Another part of this magnificent scene is the sea of white and green “before the
throne and before the Lamb.”  As far as you can see there are people dressed in robes of white.  
And interspersed with the white, there are splashes of green.  As Revelation says, “There was a
great multitude ... robed in white, with palm branches in their hands.”  The Lamb, Jesus Christ, died to
make everyone clean and holy.  As Isaiah says, “Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be white
as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool” (Isaiah 1:18).  It was Jesus’ love that
enabled him to be the Lamb of God.  It was his love that took him to a cross.  It was God’s love that
brought him back to life ... to show us that we might live.  It is love that affords this huge crowd
the privilege to stand in the presence of the Almighty.  


Maybe what impresses you as you look through this window into heaven is what’s

HAPPENING in this heavenly scene?  
My guess is that those who are there standing before the throne aren’t rushing around

with a busy schedule ... they are in the presence of the Almighty.  And I suppose they aren’t
interested in making a good impression ... no one is nervous ... and concern about the future does
not exist.  

Just as we gather in this place Sunday after Sunday for worship, we see them engaged
in worship as well.  Those robed in white cry out; “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the
throne, and to the Lamb!”  And then joining them are the “the angels and the elders and all the
company of heaven” and in one thunderous chorus of praise they sing:

“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honor
and power and might
be to our God for ever and ever! Amen.”  

This simple, sevenfold hymn of praise and joy is a thing of perfection.  Seven definitive
words indicating that there is nothing and no one in all creation that can match our God.  All
things belong to God and God has accomplished all things for the salvation of ALL people.  As
Paul declares: “For from him and through him and to him are all things.  To him be glory
forever.  Amen” (Romans 11:36).  That huge crowd around the throne can do nothing else but
join together in a chorus of praise for EVERYTHING that the God has done for them.

What an amazing scene!  
But it’s even more amazing when we ask the same question that the Apostle John did,

and then receive the answer: “Who are these robed in white, and where have they come
from?”  The answer: “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”  


There has been much speculation as to whom these ones are “who have come out of

the great ordeal.”  Could it be the martyrs, or those who have been persecuted for their faith in
God, or the people who will go through the great tribulation?  These are a few of the answers given
by our learned scholars of theology who make their living finding the answers for us.  But I think it is
a whole lot simpler than that.  

And so, let me take another poll.  No need to stand up this time.  How many of you have
experienced pain and heartache in your life?  How many of you have been hurt by someone
because of love?  How many of you have been dealt an unfair hand?  How many of you live with
an ongoing trial or tribulation that just seems to never go away?  How many of you have lost a
loved one to cancer or some other tragedy and it continues to gnaw away at your heart?  Let me
see your hands...
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That great theologian, my mother, always said that, “Life isn’t fair.” As I’ve traveled
through my years, I’ve come to realize how right she was!  Life isn’t fair!  And in the first sentence
of a best selling book I read a number of years ago... a book written by M. Scott Peck entitled: “The
Road Less Traveled” ... that first sentence transformed my thinking in just three words: “Life is
difficult.”  God never promises us that life will be easy.  In fact, my Bible tells me to expect life to be
filled with pain.  But the amazing thing is that God is here with us: “Yea, though I walk through the
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for thou art with me.”  And God promises us that once
the “great ordeal” is over and we have passed from death to life, we will stand before the throne
reunited with our loved ones, because of the grace that God has shown us through the love
demonstrated by Jesus ... the Lamb.

“Who are these robed in white, and where have they come from?”  It is a great
multitude: It’s you and you and you and you; it’s Bill Kampfe and Laura Wilson; it’s my grandma
Lil and my brother, Mark; it’s my wife’s mother and father and sister; it’s ALL those who have
died ... our many loved ones; it’s the poor and the hungry, the outcasts of society, those whom 
Jesus called the least; and it’s ME!  

Revelation says:
“For this reason they are before the throne of God,
   and worship him day and night within his temple,
   and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 
 They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;
   the sun will not strike them,
   nor any scorching heat; 
for the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be their shepherd,
   and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
   and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” (Rev. 7:15-17)

When we think of those we love who are no longer with us, we miss them, but when we
think that they are part of that enormous crowd, then that comforts us.  It’s hard to be sad for
them; they are enjoying the place where there is no more tears, and pain, suffering and dying.  The
only sadness really is for us who aren’t yet there.  And in our own lives, it makes a difference to
know that this is waiting for us some time in the future.  This is what our faith looks forward to ... 
it is the ultimate for us.

As I said before, I don’t have all the answers; I don’t know for sure what heaven will 
look like.  But I do know that this little glimpse of heaven colors everything that happens in our
lives in this world.  And I know this isn’t a psychological escape or a hallucinatory lift for 
troubled minds.  This is a God-given insight into a glorious new reality ... planned, prepared, 
reserved and guaranteed for us by a LOVING GOD, a RISEN, VICTORIOUS SAVIOR, and the ALL 
ACCOMPLISHING SPIRIT.  What a wonderful, glorious tomorrow we have before us!  


HERE IS MY CONCLUSION: A Christian is a person who values what they have and

experience right NOW; a Christian is a person who is unafraid of WHAT LIES AHEAD, because in
both of those, GOD IS THERE!

AND SO, IT COMES DOWN TO THIS: Either we believe that with our last breath comes the
end of us – the big full stop which shuts the door to anything beyond this life ... OR we believe that
death is a going back to the one who created us.  Jesus promised that death doesn’t have to have
the last laugh.  And so, I believe him when he said, “I am going to prepare a place for you.”  
What about YOU?  What about you?

Amen and Amen.


