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PRESBYTERIANS DON’T DO EVANGELISM
Matthew 28:16-20

Two young church members were going door to door, and knocked on the door of a woman 
who was not happy to see them.  She told them in no uncertain terms that she did NOT want to hear 
their message and slammed the door in their faces.

To her surprise, however, the door did not close and, in fact, bounced back open.  She tried 
again, really putting her back into it, and slammed the door again with the same result ... the door 
bounced back open.

Convinced these rude young people were sticking their foot in the door, she reared back to 
give it a slam that would teach them a lesson, when one of them said: “Ma’am, before you do that again 
... you need to move your cat.”


Teacher to her student: What is an evangelist?
Student: Someone who plays the evangelo!


We laugh about it, but we sure don’t get it.  We even call it the Great Commission: “Go therefore 

and make disciples of all nations…”  It has stood for ages, and it still stands today, as the church’s call to 
arms ... our marching orders directly from Jesus.  So, WHY is it so hard for us Presbyterians?  Why do we 
give evangelism such a bum rap?  

I can think of THREE reasons:
 ONE, we’re Temperamentally Reserved.  We’re not overly demonstrative in showing our 

emotions and we sure don’t like to talk about our feelings regarding sensitive matters.  I mean, 
come on, we sure don’t like to talk openly about money or sex ... WHY should we any be 
different in talking about our relationship to God?  This is personal stuff, and to air it publicly 
seems a little uncouth.

 TWO, we’re Socially Restrained.  We don’t like to impose ourselves on others, and we sure don’t 
like others imposing themselves on US.  We try to be gracious about inviting others into our 
church family, but we don’t want to be pushy about it.  We think it’s inappropriate for the 
church to market its wares or openly solicit new members.

 THREE, we’re Theologically Grounded in the Doctrine of Election.  For years our theology has 
caused us to believe that the church is made up of only those whom God has called.  WE don’t 
decide who belongs to the people of God ... God handles that one all by God’s self!  If the Spirit 
of God stirs your heart and quickens your spirit, so be it ... if not, who are WE to interfere?

So, as Presbyterians, we’re Temperamentally Reserved, Socially Restrained and Theologically
Grounded in the Doctrine of Election.  No wonder they call us, “THE FROZEN CHOSEN”!  And while we 
might be content to live with that, there’s no escaping the fact that Jesus said, “Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations….”

These were his parting words, his final commandment, and it’s up to us to carry it out ... to the 
best of our ability.  And so, this morning I’d like for us to take another look at the Great Commission and 
see how we might take it more seriously ... in a way that’s consistent with our Presbyterian Heritage.  
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The passage begins, “Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee…”  The number eleven should 
stand out like a sore thumb.  It’s an ominous reminder of Judas’ betrayal, and it has been said to
symbolize the imperfect state of the church.


You know, it used to bother me that when we’d gather for worship, not everyone would be 

present.  Have you every watched a football game where only 10 were on the field playing for their 
team OR a baseball game with only 8 team members OR a basketball game with 4?  No, it doesn’t work 
unless every position is being played ... it’s incomplete.  

Well, I’ve been a minister for twenty-nine years now, and I’ve never once seen a congregation 
assembled in its entirety. We do the best with what we can muster on any given Sunday morning.

The eleven went to Galilee, back to their old stomping grounds.  And, according to Matthew, 
they assembled on “the mountain to which Jesus had directed them.”

We’re not told which mountain the disciples went to, but we DO know that, in the Bible, 
mountains symbolize the abiding place of God.  Moses went up on Mount Sinai to receive the Ten 
Commandments; the Jews went up to Mount Zion to worship; Jesus went up to Mount Calvary to be 
crucified so that the world would know how much God truly loved them.  Where else would you expect 
the disciples to go to meet their risen Lord ... except on a mountain?

Matthew says they went up “to the mountain which Jesus had directed them,” and “When they 
saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted.”  You can translate this two ways: that there were some 
slackers in the group OR that even the most faithful have their doubts.

This is something we ought to be able to identify with, right? After all, there are varying degrees 
of faith represented in every congregation.  There are those of you whose faith is seasoned and mature, 
and there are those of you who are still unsure of God’s faithfulness and love.  And to really be honest, 
there’s a mixture of faith and doubt inside EACH of us.  Am I right?


One of my favorite prayers in the Bible is from the Gospel of Mark, where a father brought his 

child to Jesus to be healed.  Before Jesus healed the boy, he said to the father, “All things are possible to 
him who believes.”  And the father cried, “Lord, I believe; help thou my unbelief!”  (Mk. 9:24)  Let me tell 
you, I’ve prayed that on more than one occasion!

Doubt and faith go hand in hand.  The fact that you can’t prove the existence of God makes 
trusting in God all the more remarkable.  They believed ... AND they doubted.  And to both their faith and 
their lack of faith, Jesus said:

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.”

So, how can we take this Great Commission more seriously?  It’s as simple as 1-2-3.


ONE: GO.  
That’s the first word of the Great Commission, and it’s an imperative.  God commands us to be 

PROACTIVE.  It’s not enough to sit back and enjoy your relationship with God and each other, 
accepting those who may, from time to time, wander into the sanctuary.  You’re to take the initiative
and make the first move.  It might not be a natural thing to do and it probably won’t be very easy for 
some of you (whose first name isn’t Stan), but it’s the first STEP to taking the Great Commission
seriously.

And so, when you see someone sitting near you on Sunday morning that you don’t know, 
introduce yourself.  Offer a word of welcome.  Is that too much to ask?  “What if it’s someone who’s 
been a member here for years, but maybe hasn’t been around in a while?” you ask.  Well, so be it.  
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They’ll get over it.  The reality is that more than likely they are going to be a visitor, and your 
willingness to reach out, in itself, will express a message of hospitality and an invitation for them to 
become a part of our church family.

And, in between Sunday mornings, take the initiative when you see someone moving into your 
neighborhood OR joining your civic club OR hiring on where you work.  Be the first one to welcome
them and then invite the people you meet to visit our church.

We’re told that 80 percent of folks visiting a church for the first time do so because someone 
they respected invited them to come, and then met them at the door.  

Be honest with me here: Have you invited someone to church in the last six months?  If you 
have ... wiggle your toes.  I’m not going to embarrass you....


STEP ONE IS: GO.
AND STEP TWO IS: MAKE DISCIPLES.  
Note that Jesus did NOT say, “Go and recruit church members.”  No, Jesus commands us to GO

and MAKE DISCIPLES.  The implication is that disciples are made, not born.  Each of us has that spark of 
the Divine ... the Spirit ... inside our hearts, but in order for it to come to the surface, someone has to 
guide us along the way.


One of my favorite theologians, Marcus Borg, talks about what it means to be a disciple.  Listen 

to what he says:
Following Jesus is about listening and doing. It is about putting into practice the 

things that Jesus taught. It is about a lifestyle of peace and justice that sets one apart from 
others.

Churches often put a focus on discipleship. However, it's been said that some 
churches that claim to be teaching discipleship are just making “good church people.” The 
call to increased worship, study, and stewardship often results in people who simply
serve the institution of the church.

Being a disciple should be radically different from not being a disciple. It involves
much more than worship attendance, bible study, or service on a church board. 
Admittedly, those can be important parts of a Christian life. But they are merely food for 
the journey, not the journey itself. Hopefully they provide nourishment, not a detour.

Discipleship should result in people who lead a radically different type of life, who 
are counter-cultural, who are markedly different from the rest of the world.

Jesus calls us to transform the world. He calls us to spend our lives in the service of 
the least, the lost and the lonely. That kind of life goes WAY beyond serving in a local 
congregation.

The content of true discipleship is found outside of the walls of a church. It is found 
where people are hurting, where people are hungry, where people are oppressed, where 
people are denied justice, where people are dying.

The best way to MAKE DISCIPLES ... perhaps the only lasting way ... is to be a follower of Jesus 
yourself.  Find out what works for you and then share those discoveries with others, saying things like: 
“Well, this is what works best for me … this is what I believe … this is how I try to respond in situations like 
that.”  You can only teach what you KNOW and what you BELIEVE and what you PRACTICE.

GO and MAKE DISCIPLES.  Start by strengthening your own walk with Christ.  Then share what 
you’ve learned with others.  Take time to sit down and explain to others what we BELIEVE, what we DO
and WHY.  


Henri Nouwen, the great spiritual writer was going to a monastery for a retreat. The monks 

observed vows of silence and the retreat was to be meditative and prayerful. Nouwen’s plane was 
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delayed due to bad weather, and so he was late getting to the monastery ... it was a miserable, rainy 
night. He rang the bell, well after bedtime, and was met at the door by one of the brothers. The 
brother warmly greeted him, took his wet coat, brought him to the kitchen and made him a cup of hot 
tea. They chatted into the late night hours and Nouwen began to relax and feel ready for the retreat. 
But he knew this monk was supposed to observe silence, so he finally asked him, “Why have you been 
willing to sit and talk with me like this?”

The monk replied, “Of all the duties of the Christian faith and the rules of my order, none is higher 
than hospitality.”

That’s where you can start MAKING DISCIPLES ... take the time to BE with people.  To TALK to them 
about what you believe and what we do here at LPC and why we do it.  

HOSPITALITY is the place to start.


SO, STEP TWO IS: MAKE DISCIPLES.  
AND STEP THREE IS: SHARE THE GOOD NEWS WITH EVERYONE YOU MEET.
What does it say?  “Make disciples of ALL the nations.”  
The gospel of Jesus Christ is inclusive.  It’s not just for us, but for EVERYONE.  Our tendency is to be 

attracted to those like us ... you know the saying: “Birds of a feather flock together.”  And it’s true!  If it 
were only up to US, the church would be a pretty homogeneous group.  But Jesus commands us to 
reach out to those who are different, to people of other races, other nationalities and other religious
backgrounds and work together for the common good.

And let me tell you ... you don’t have to look far.  Just look across the street.  I would be willing 
to bet that there are more people sitting at home in this very neighborhood on any given Sunday 
morning than there are attending all the churches in our area combined.  In fact, demographic statistics 
produced for us by the Presbytery office next door validate that.

THE QUESTION IS: Are YOU willing to GO and MAKE DISCIPLES of your neighbors across the street
and across town, different though they may be?


Well, here’s the gist of it all: 
Jesus left us with a Great Commission ...
GO and MAKE DISCIPLES of ALL the nations.  

To take it seriously,
 We have to be proactive, take the initiative, make the first move.

 We have to put into practice the things that Jesus taught ... and then share those things with 
others to help them find the way.

 And we have to be willing to embrace those who are different, letting the love of Christ alone be 
the tie that binds us together as one.

Alright, so Presbyterians Don’t Do Evangelism ... But maybe we WILL take the Great Commission for 
all it’s worth!

WELL, WHAT DO YOU SAY?
DON’T JUST SIT THERE!  
GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES!

Amen and Amen.


