
LAKEWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Rev. Terence A. Lucarelli 

February 1, 2009 
 

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 
or 

“ALLY ALLY IN FREE!” 
Luke 14:1, 12-23 

 
 

 I am preaching a series of sermons on each of the four Gospels’ portraits of the Christ, 
how each saw the Good News.  Today, “The Gospel According to Luke.”   
 Take a look at the cover art.  The historic symbol for Luke is the winged ox.  The first 
words of the Gospel are displayed at the bottom.  Take note of two things.  It is addressed to a 
man with a Greek name: “most excellent Theophilus.”  And the last phrase places the Gospel on 
the stage of world history: “In the days of King Herod of Judea...”  It is apparent that Luke has the 
larger world in mind.  Each week I’ve included a brief outline of the Gospel, which is on an 
insert this week.   
 Now to the sermon. 

 
 Okay, I confess … Luke is my favorite Gospel.  I’ve tried to like the others as much, 
but I still come back to Luke.  Maybe it’s because all my years in Jr. High and High School, my 
friends, teachers, coaches all called me Luke.  Kind of a natural nickname for “Lucarelli”, 
wouldn’t you agree?  When Jeremy was born, I had a great name picked out for him, but 
Karen didn’t agree.  What do you think of “Matthew Mark Lucarelli”?  I think it could have 
worked!  Regardless, Luke’s gospel is my favorite. 

 I see the Gospel being set up like a stage musical or opera, with characters 
suddenly breaking into song.  Imagine a dark stage.  A single actor appears – as in 
Shakespeare’s Henry V – to introduce what is to follow.  “Most excellent Theophilus,” he begins.  
A Greek name meaning: “friend of God.”  WAS Luke writing to a particular person or to ANYONE 
who was a friend of God?  Nonetheless, the fact that it’s a Greek name is significant.  Luke was 
writing to the larger Hellenistic world which extended Greek influence to cities and kingdoms 
in Asia and Africa.  And so he writes: 

 Most excellent Theophilus, Since many have undertaken to set down an 
orderly account of the events that have been fulfilled among us, just as they were 
handed on to us by those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of 
the word, I too decided, after investigating everything carefully from the very first, to 
write an orderly account for you, so that you may know the truth concerning the 
things about which you have been instructed.   (Luke 1:1-4 adapted) 

 Luke, who happened to be a physican, is a second-generation Christian ... 
passing along the gospel reports he’s been given.  He writes in perfect, formal Greek prose.  
He’s writing an “orderly account”.  And this Gospel is just Part I of what Luke has planned.  Yes, 
there’s a sequel, and a pretty good one I might add … the book of Acts.  In it Luke tells the story 
of the young church living in the power of the living Christ, a story beginning in Jerusalem and 
ending in Rome.  But we’re concentrating on the Gospel today. 

 And so, after his setup, his rationale for writing, Luke launches into the story: “In the 
days of King Herod of Judea.”  As I said, Luke sets his Gospel on the stage of world history.  You 
remember how he begins the nativity story in chapter 2: “In those days a decree went out from 



Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered.”  Luke undeniably has the WHOLE 
WORLD in mind. 

 When he writes his genealogy of Jesus, Luke begins not with Abraham – as Matthew 
did – but with Adam!  Jesus’ family tree goes all the way back to Adam and Eve.  And when 
Luke thinks of the breadth of God’s salvation, he thinks of the WHOLE WORLD.  He 
quotes Isaiah saying: “And all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of God.”  (Isaiah 52:10) 

 Luke’s most frequently used title for Jesus is “Son of Man.”  Twenty-five times it’s 
used.  In Luke we hear: “the Son of Man” 
 ...has authority to forgive sins (5:21) 
 ...is Lord of the Sabbath (6:5) 
 ...came eating and drinking (7:34) 
 ...has no place to lay his head (9:58) 
 ...came to seek and to save the lost (19:10) 

 But Luke’s most distinctive title for Jesus … you don’t find this title in either 
Matthew or Mark … his most distinctive title is “Savior.”  GOD the Savior has sent JESUS 
the Savior to us.  As the angels sang: 
 For unto you is born this day in the  
 city of David a Savior, who is 
 Christ the Lord.  (Luke 2:11) 
 There is something radical here that Luke is postulating, something countercultural, 
something even, dare we say, “political,” about this title.  Who was named “Savior of the world” 
at that time?  Caesar Augustus.  His birthday, September 23, was celebrated in parts of the 
empire as New Year’s Day.  An ancient Greek inscription reads: “The birthday of the god has 
marked the beginning of good news for the world.” ... That’s Caesar! 
 But for Luke the message of “good news of great joy” of “a Savior” was delivered 
through ANGELS to some lowly SHEPHERDS!  The SAVIOR OF THE WORLD is NOT Caesar, 
sitting on an imperial throne, but a BABY “wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a 
manger.” 

 
 It’s Luke’s birth stories that set the stage for his gospel.  In Luke, the women are 
the heroes.  Only in Luke are women described as disciples.  It opens with Zechariah 
making his sacrifice in the Temple.  He’s seen many years, and Elizabeth is at home trying to 
figure out her Medicare Drug Plan.  An angel says they will have a child.  Zechariah DOESN’T 
believe it.  Elizabeth DOES. 
 In Matthew, JOSEPH is the key character; in Luke it is MARY.  She hears the words 
of the angel and says “YES” to the mystery of God about to dwell in her as a child.  “I am a 
handmaid of the Lord,” she says.  “Let it be with me according to your word.”  If it hadn’t been for a 
dream, Joseph would have divorced her.  Like I said, in Luke, the women are the heroes. 

    
 We sometimes get hung up about the biology of the virgin birth and miss its theology, 
its meaning.  And WHAT is its meaning?   
 At least this: What is impossible with US is possible with God.   
 And this: When the male half of the human species messes things up, God and a 
WOMAN take over!   
 Finally this: GRACE comes when our efforts reach a dead end. 

 
 And so you could call Luke’s gospel the GOSPEL OF GRACE.  God COMES when 
we’re at the end of our rope.  God COMES to those “with their backs against the wall.”   
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 I really like the way Anne Lamott writes: “Grace means you’re in a different universe 
from where you had been stuck, when you had no way to get there on your own.”  (Plan B: 
Further Thoughts on Faith (New York: Riverhead Books, 2005), pp.  54-55.) 

 
 Luke’s gospel could also be called the GOSPEL for the POOR, the OUTCAST, and 
the SINNER.  In the words of a black preacher friend in Akron: it’s a gospel for “the LEAST, the 
LAST and the LOST.”   

 In Luke, as in Mark, Jesus’ begins his ministry quoting Isaiah: 
 The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 
  because the Lord has anointed me; 
 He has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
  to bind up the broken-hearted, 
  to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
  and release to the prisoners;  
  to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.  (Isaiah 61:1-3) 

 But in Luke’s gospel, by the time he’s finished, his hometown congregation tried to 
throw him off a cliff. (4:29) 

 In Luke’s version of the “Sermon On the Mount,” Jesus does not begin, “Blessed are the 
poor in spirit” – which is basically true enough any day.  But rather Luke has him saying, 
“Blessed are you who are poor.” (6:20)  And then Jesus says, “Woe to you who are rich.” (6:24) 
 Luke’s Jesus clearly taught the danger of riches: How they blind us to the needs of 
others, give us false security, dull our hearts, short-circuit our minds.  God comes to us where 
we are EMPTY, not where we are STUFFED.  Being stuffed, spiritually speaking that is, can be a 
bit shaky to say the least. 
 However, Jesus ate with the rich, as well as the poor, because THEY needed the 
gospel, too.  Yeah, he did.  Do you remember his dinner with Zacchaeus the short, wealthy 
tax-collector?  He’s found in chapter 19.  After sitting with Jesus at dinner, Zacchaeus said to 
him that he was giving half of all he had to the poor and repaying anyone he had cheated 
four times the amount.  Jesus stood up and cheered.  “Today,” he said, “salvation has come to 
this house!” 

 
 Luke is the GOSPEL OF SALVATION ... and that SALVATION reaches to ALL THE 
WORLD and to EVERY PERSON.  That’s the point in Luke’s parable of the Great Feast that we 
read today as our Gospel text.  The master of the banquet says: “There’s still room.  Go out and 
bring in more.”  MORE!! 

 
 Luke is the GOSPEL for the SINNERS and the LOST.   
 Some of you don’t like the word “sinners.”  But Jesus paid special attention to those 
the WORLD called “sinners.”   

    
 A man once said to William Sloane Coffin: “Religion is a crutch!”  To which Coffin 
replied, “And who says you don’t limp!” 

 Some of you don’t like the word “lost.”  But do you think you can’t lose your way?  
There are all kinds of ways to be lost.  You can be lost in destructive and self-destructive 
behavior, lost in addiction, lost in a disastrous series of bad choices.  You can be lost in loneliness 
and lost in despair, lost in smugness, lost in your certainty, your pride, lost in self-righteousness 
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and a judging spirit.  You can become a stranger to YOURSELF and to GOD and to EVERYONE else.  
Far away from God.  But GOD is NOT far away from YOU. 
 “The Son of Man came to seek out and to save the LOST.” (19:10) 

 So in Luke Jesus tells the parables of the LOST SHEEP and the LOST COIN and the 
LOST BOYS.  In the parable of the Prodigal Son –found only in Luke – BOTH sons are as LOST as 
they can be.  The younger son is LOST in the far country wasting his life on irrelevant pleasures.  
And the other son, the older brother, is LOST in his father’s house, LOST in self-righteousness, 
envy and pride.  And the father, Jesus says, LOVES THEM BOTH!  (Luke 15) 

 In Luke we have the parable of the GOOD SAMARITAN (10:25ff). Where an outcast 
came to a man lying in a ditch – a Jewish man raised to hate him – and he stopped and 
bandaged the man’s wounds, carried him to an inn and nursed him through the night.  The 
next morning he paid the bill and told the innkeeper, “Give him whatever he needs to get well 
and charge it to me,” leaving his credit card number with the man. 
 WHEN have we seen such extravagant, self-expending love? 

 WHO has stopped for us when everyone else has passed us by? 

 WHO has bandaged our wounds and nursed us through the dark night? 

 WHO has given and will continue to give all we need to be whole? 

 HE is the one Luke calls the SAVIOR, the SON OF MAN who had no place to lay his 
head, who came to SEEK and to SAVE those who are LOST. 

 
 Luke, finally then, is the GOSPEL OF JOY.   
 “Leap for joy,” Jesus says, “for great is your reward in heaven.”  John the Baptist, while still 
in Elizabeth’s womb leaps for joy, as does Mary, and the shepherds, and Zacchaeus that day 
salvation came to him, and the shepherd when he found the lost sheep, and the woman when 
she found her precious coin, and the son when he came home to his father, and the father 
when he saw his son coming up the path, and the angels of heaven when ANYONE turns and 
finds their way home to God.  They Leap for Joy! 

    
 I used to have great fun as a kid playing Hide and Seek.  Do kids still play that 
game?  We had a great neighborhood to play in, lots of really good hiding places.  You know 
how it works … Someone’s “it”, they shout go, and then count to a hundred.  Everyone 
scrambles to find that great hiding place.  The person’s who is “IT” then tries to find you 
before you get back to base and are home free.  Don’t get tagged running back either! 
 I can remember one time finding the “perfect place” to hide: Under the back steps, up 
against the foundation of Judy Hughes’ house.  I can remember laying there and thinking to 
myself: “Nobody’s going to find me.  Ha, ha.  Nobody’s going to find me.”  Then I re-thought the 
situation and said to myself: “NOBODY’S going to FIND me!” 
 So I stretched out my leg just enough so that my toes could be seen from behind the 
steps … AND JUDY FOUND ME! 
 I think that’s what we ALL want most is this life: To be FOUND!   

 In Luke we’re told that this is the HEART of what SALVATION is all about.  It 
means simply to be FOUND, and finally to COME HOME to God.  No more HIDING.  
HOME!  

 A Scottish preacher once devised this brilliant 3 point outline for the parable of the prodigal 
son: Sick of home; Homesick; Home. 
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 In the game of Hide and Seek, if there were those who still weren’t home after a time, 
the “It” person shouts: Ally, Ally In Free!  And then you could come home without fear of being 
tagged. 
 GRACE is the place where we are SAFE TO COME and BE WHO WE ARE without 
FEAR.  Maybe that’s why the angel’s words to the shepherds out in the fields begin 
“Fear not.” And end with Ally, Ally In Free!  
 Luke’s Gospel ends with this verse: “(the disciples) returned to Jerusalem with 
great joy; and they were continually in the temple blessing God.”   
 And so do WE.   
 And so do WE. 

Amen and Amen. 


