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Come and See 

John 1:43-51 

                          
 

43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, ‘Follow me.’ 44Now Philip 
was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have 
found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from 
Nazareth.’ 46Nathanael said to him, ‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’ Philip said to him, 
‘Come and see.’ 47When Jesus saw Nathanael coming towards him, he said of him, ‘Here is truly an 
Israelite in whom there is no deceit!’ 48Nathanael asked him, ‘Where did you come to know me?’ Jesus 
answered, ‘I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.’ 49Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, you are the 
Son of God! You are the King of Israel!’ 50Jesus answered, ‘Do you believe because I told you that I saw 
you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.’ 51And he said to him, ‘Very truly, I tell 
you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of 
Man.’  

                          ____   
 
For the past 8 years, Professor Karl Pillemer of Cornell University has been seeking  
practical advice for living from America’s elders. 
His team of researchers have systematically been asking the question: 
“What are the most important lessons you have learned over the course of your life?” 
He has compiled results and interviews and quotations on a website called  
The Legacy Project: Lessons for Living from the Wisest Americans.1 
Perhaps, these nuggets are the key to longevity, to coping, or even to happiness. 
Some of the important lessons included: 

 "Never lose your sense of humor, even if your jokes are awful." 

 "There are no definitive answers to any of life’s questions, but quality joy-in-life can be had 
in the pursuit of those answers." 

 "If your passion in life is climbing mountains, then go climb mountains." 

 "Dessert. The second bite is never as good as the first." 

 

And: 
 

 “When an invitation is issued…say yes! “ 
 
This, in fact, was the advice given to my mother when she was widowed at 53. 
“For the first year,” a dear friend who had lost her husband 5 years prior said, 
“As much as you may want to stay home, do not turn down any invitations.” 

                                                           
1
 http://legacyproject.human.cornell.edu/ 

http://legacyproject.human.cornell.edu/2011/12/lighten-up-its-a-key-to-happiness/
http://legacyproject.human.cornell.edu/2011/08/644/
http://legacyproject.human.cornell.edu/2011/08/644/
http://legacyproject.human.cornell.edu/2011/10/take-the-time-to-find-your-purpose-in-life/
http://legacyproject.human.cornell.edu/2011/10/take-the-time-to-find-your-purpose-in-life/
http://legacyproject.human.cornell.edu/2011/12/what-ive-learned-so-far/
http://legacyproject.human.cornell.edu/2011/12/what-ive-learned-so-far/
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And here, in our scripture today, we have one of the great invitations of the Gospel, 
And a man wise enough to accept it. 
 
“Come and see,” Philip says to his friend Nathanael. 
 
In Galilee, Philip had just met Jesus and accepted his invitation to follow him. 
He believed Jesus to be the Messiah, and wanted to tell someone. 
So he went to Nathanael, who was skeptical. 
A man from Nazareth? 
I don’t think so, said Nathanael, knowing it to be a poor and insignificant town. 
But Philip, echoing Jesus’ earlier words to Andrew, simply says to Nathanael’s skepticism: 
“Come and see.” 
 
Invitation is important. 
 
Who have been the great inviters in your life? 
What have been the invitations you’ve accepted? 
 

 
Many of you may know that,  
though I don’t get to watch much NFL football (I work on Sundays), 
I am a Denver Broncos fan. 
And something occurred to me during the game last night. 
 
Now, let’s not pretend that any of us in here think God is on the side of any particular football team. 
This is not about that. 
I have no idea if God cares about football at all, except for the individual players and fans and people 
who don’t care to watch it. 
And this Tebow stuff is totally and completely out of hand. 
I respect his faith, but the media is doing really really dumb stuff with it. 
 
But is Tebow Philip, just a little bit? 
In his unabashed expressions of faith? 
The one saying to anyone who will listen, “Come and See?” 
Maybe? A little bit. 
He believes, he has a relationship with Christ, and, by his living it out in the spotlight, 
he invites others to do the same. 
“Come and See” his life speaks to those watching. 
 
But in some ways, he is not. 
Philip is Nathanael’s friend. 
His invitation depends a little bit on a prior relationship. 
 
And Tebow’s invitation, because it is embedded in football games, 
Seems to be to a life of winning: 
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A prosperity gospel. 
Or at least, that is how the media and the homespun pundits on Facebook would portray it. 
Tebow’s own personal invitation might look a little different,  
I don’t know. 
That’s not what we, the general public, get. 
An invitation to winning, though, we know, is not Christ’s invitation. 
 
Philip does not tell Nathanael, 
Hey come look at this and then you will WIN the game, 
Or get the job, 
Or the girl, 
Or whatever it is that is Nathanael’s deepest desire. 
 It’s not an invitation to get what we want. 
 
Philip’s invitation to “come and see,” 
Jesus’ invitation 
 -  is to see a carpenter’s son from Nazareth is the King of Israel. 
And to follow him will mean a life of sacrifice, 
Of eyes open to the pain and suffering in the world. 
To come and see the man who is going to die on the cross. 
 
But listen also to Philip’s words. 
Come and See. 
Not, “are you saved?” 
“Do you know Jesus?” 
Not threatening or condescending or argumentative or even defensive. 
Barclay reminds us that “not many people have been argued into Christianity.”2 
Just inviting Nathanael into the experience. 
It’s not our job to convert, just to invite. 
 
Come and see. 
Come and see for yourself. 
Experience it. 
 
Invitation is important. 
 
And accepting invitations is important. 
 
Showing up is important. 
Nathanael goes and sees. 
 
There are three greek verbs for seeing things that John employs in his Gospel: 

There’s “blepo”   – to take in with your eyeballs 
There “thay-oh-reh-oh”   – to notice… to regard 

                                                           
2
 Barclay, William. The Gospel of John Vol. 1. Philadelphia, Westminster Press: 1975. Pg. 92. 
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And then, “ey-dohn”  -  to see and to get it…to really take it in, 
to see and to know what we’re seeing as we see it that changes our life. 

 
This Johannine refrain -- “Come and see” – is always that third kind of seeing: 
It’s Jesus’ response to Andrew’s first question, which pulled him into becoming the first disciple…. 
“Come and see” – ey-dohn -- is also the tearful cry of Mary and Martha when Jesus gets to town four 
days too late, to find his friend Lazarus dead – for the moment…. 
It’s the epiphany of the shepherds, and wise men, and other outsiders 
whose seeing the newborn King 
overwhelms them with joy before sending them “home by another road.”  
 
To come and see, as John’s gospel means it, is to really take it in, eyeballs, heart, and soul. 
 
We know as we show up. 
We know as we do. 
We know as we experience. 
That is what Nathanael saw. 
The Word become flesh. 
 
He saw Jesus, knew him as “Son of God” and “King of Israel” 
Only after he showed up, and realized that he was seen and known by Jesus. 
Jesus looked at him and KNEW him, 
The one who sat under the fig tree. 
 
The Psalmist poetically expresses what it’s like to be seen by God:  

“O LORD, you have searched me and known me. 
Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. 
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them! 
I try to count them -- they are more than the sand; I come to the end -- I  am still with you.” 

 
It is almost overwhelming. 
It is enough to change a person, 
Being really known. 
It’s enough to make us follow the path of pain and suffering 
And to love as we have been loved. 
 
The first step is showing up. 
Again and again. 
Maybe it’s the only step. 
To keep showing up. 
To the church, or the Sunday School class, the Bible study, coffee with the pastor. 
To a social event where you won’t know many people, or a birdwatchers club,  
or that concert the person next to you mentioned. 
To the hospital, or the hospice center, or the support group,  
though those sad things make you uncomfortable 
and you’re sure you don’t know what to say. 
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Accepting invitations and showing up, 
with our eyes open in the face of our skepticism and doubt, 
Or grief, 
Or prejudices, 
Or whatever else it is that keeps us closed off. 
 
Author Sara Miles came to Christianity in midlife after being raised without religion,  
Even opposed to it. 
But her curiosity got to her one day, and she walked into a pretty Episcopal church in San Francisco. 
The people invited her in. 
The communion table was inscribed with words of welcome, 
She received the bread and the cup, 
And, in that moment, saw something, 
Felt something, experienced something she wouldn’t have if she hadn’t entered in. 
Now, she runs a food pantry at her church, writes books, and speaks about her ongoing conversion. 
 
To Miles, the spiritual is physical. 
Feet walking into a place, 
Eyes seeing something new, 
Mouth eating the incarnate Word. 
God in the feeding and touching of those around her. 
She says she stumbled into it by accident. 
But maybe there was some kind of invitation in her curiosity that day. 
And people that kept inviting her to the table. 
 
The Christian life is not all about right belief. 
It’s not all about the words we say or the scriptures we paint on our faces. 
It’s about where we’re willing to go. 
What we’re willing to see. 
It is about incarnation. 
The living Word. 
It has flesh and bones. 
God’s. 
Ours. 
 
It is about accepting invitations. 
Showing up. 
And looking with the eyes of our hearts. 
And we will see even greater things than these. 
 
Amen. 


