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 “Hear ye, hear ye, all ye…”  Whoa, wait, that was last week’s sermon.  Nonetheless, let 
me remind you last week I said that God has given this congregation a rare gift by providing 
us a generous mix of leftward people and rightward people, and everything in between, and 
I’m talking both politically and theologically.  I also said it is my hope, as your senior pastor, to 
help us be a COMMUNITY where left and right can honor each other and talk across the great 
divide in our culture and in our church.  A COMMUNITY where serious, honest and mutually 
respectful conversation might occur inside this place as we worship, pray and serve together, 
and where our example can be a GIFT OF SHALOM [God’s peace] to our community and nation. 
 Using the Apostle Paul’s words from Romans 14 & 15 I laid out for you the problem the 
Christians in Rome were facing and how Paul addressed the issue.  There was a great divide, 
no question about it, over what you put in your stomach … Jewish dietary regulations … 
what to eat and drink.  However, the big problem was not the DIFFERENCE itself, but that the 
groups DIDN’T like each other very much BECAUSE of the difference and would just as soon 
NOT be in church with the other group. 
 Paul’s goal in writing all that he did was to establish the peace of Christ and make it 
visible in the UNITY and DIVERSITY of the church, saying in Romans 14:17 … “For the kingdom 
of God is not food and drink [not liberal or conservative] but RIGHTEOUSNESS and PEACE and JOY 
in the Holy Spirit.”   
 There it is, God’s kingdom isn’t a matter of what you put in your stomach, for 
goodness’ sake, it’s found in these three:   
 RIGHTEOUSNESS … What happens to your life when God sets it right, right living, and 
right relationships.  What the Bible calls holiness. 
 PEACE … Well-being, wholeness, unity.  Finally getting your life together! 
 AND JOY ... If there is no joy there is no God.   

 HOLINESS, WHOLENESS, HAPPINESS ... When these three are happening, the kingdom is 
happening.   
 And then Paul wraps up his argument very neatly and expresses his goal with these 
words found in Romans 15:5-7: 

 “May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in 
harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you 
may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 “Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the 
glory of God!” 

 Have you got it in your head now?  

 Last Sunday after the 11:00 service, Harolyn Sharpe came out to give me a hug and 
said, “That was great, but I’ve got a challenge for you … how about a sequel to the sermon?  
How do we DO that?” 
 Well … here’s my response, Harolyn: HEART PERSUASIONS. 

 



 We read in Matthew 21, that when Jesus entered the temple he was being challenged 
by the Jewish establishment …. the priests and the elders of the people.  They were intent 
upon tripping him up, always looking for an opening to discredit him in front of his followers.  
“By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?”  As you know, 
Jesus rarely gives any kind of direct answer to them.  Instead he throws a question back at 
them and when they refuse to answer he says, “Well then, I guess I won’t tell you by what 
authority I am doing these things either.”  However, he does indeed answer by sharing a parable: 

 What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, “Son, 
go and work in the vineyard today.” He answered, “I will not”; but later he changed 
his mind and went. The father went to the second and said the same; and he 
answered, “I’ll go, sir”; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” 

 I don’t know about you, but I tend to identify with the second son who says, “Yes, I’ll 
go.”  His words are definitely convincing, but his deeds … well, what they reveal is the 
opposite.  You know the old cliché … “Do as I say, not as I do.” 

    
 There have been many humorous and not so humorous stories about foxhole religion 
and how great commitments have been made to God during times of crisis.  Then, how easy it 
is to forget and fall back into the same old ruts, same old routines.  We say “yes” with our words, 
but “no” with our deeds.  Sure, we follow through for awhile, but then in the words of both 
religion and the 12-step groups, we “fall off the wagon” and we “backslide.” 

    
 I can remember years ago, going to visit some friends at Ohio State University and 
being really surprised when I discovered that they said they were going to the library … 
actually it was a bar on High Street.  Their reason for going?  So they could lie, but NOT lie, and 
call their parents.  When dad or mom asked where they were, they could say, “Well, I’m at the 
library.” 

    
 In your family history I’m sure there are stories about church attendance, rituals and 
commitments made to pastors and friends.  I like the story from a small college town where 
there was a tavern frequented by students, and just prior to Parents’ Weekend the tavern ran 
the following ad: 

“Bring your parents for lunch Saturday. 
We’ll pretend we don’t know you.” 

 It wasn’t long before the ad in the college newsletter was changed by the college’s 
chaplain, who wrote: 

“During Parents’ Weekend bring your parents to chapel. 
We’ll pretend we DO know you.” 

 
 There’s no question that in this sermon I could definitely dwell on GUILT.  I could 
remind you and myself of all the times we have said “yes, yes” with our words, but our deeds 
said “NO.”  Of course, we can identify with the son who said “yes,” and did nothing.  But this 
morning I’d like to give us ALL a word of HOPE.  HOPE that we can change.  HOPE that we can 
accept that person who is different, but sits in the pew next to us.  HOPE that when we are 
challenged by God … and we are daily … challenged to do things differently, that we might 
act more like Christ, to be more loving.  We CAN do that, even if our first response is “NO,” as was 
the first sons’. 
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 How is that possible?  Through our HEART PERSUASIONS … those promptings by the 
Spirit of God WITHIN EACH OF US. 

 I believe this … because I have been a witness to the fact that there are many of you 
who have said “NO,” but because of your HEART PERSUASIONS then said “YES” and you live 
FAITHFULLY and SACRIFICIALLY.  I would venture to guess that on numerous occasions you can 
recall times when you’ve said “no” and then those promptings by the Spirit of God within your 
heart of hearts have lead you to say “YES” with your deeds. 

 
 Let me share with you the experience of someone we are all familiar with … someone 
who said “no” but then did the right thing.  His name … MOSES.  Moses was out doing his 
daily routines, tending the flocks, etc. and, all of a sudden, there was this bush burning.  You 
know the story.  He decides to walk over and see why it isn’t being consumed by the flames.   
 One of my mentors and the father of my best friend growing up, Paul Keppel, would 
say, “Any old bush will do.”  There are times when all of us have found ourselves in the routines 
of life, only to somehow to be called into an encounter with the living God we hadn’t quite 
expected.  It’s those times that Paul Keppel would say, “Any old bush will do.”  And all of a 
sudden, everything seems to take on new meaning … We find ourselves standing on holy 
ground as Moses did. 
 You remember how Moses responded to God’s call, he said, “No, no, no” to God over 
and over again.  You can read it in Exodus 3 and 4.  Moses said, “NO.”  But finally he feels the 
very warmth of God and he knows he is on holy ground and he says, “YES.”  Then he goes and 
does what God asked him to do.  As I said, you can read the story for yourself.  Moses, on more 
than one occasion, says, “NO, NO.”  But in the final analysis he surrenders himself to God.  
Within his heart of hearts he feels those HEART PERSUASIONS and he knows he is on HOLY 
GROUND and he does say “YES” with his deeds. 

    
 I remember getting the phone call.  Bethany, a little girl who had struggled to hold on 
to life from her birth was dying, the daughter of a missionary couple.  Her aunt, a member of 
my church in Oklahoma had phoned and asked me to drive to Oklahoma City to be with 
them.  I didn’t want to go.  I didn’t know what to say.  Well, I drove the 75 miles, got the 
hospital, climbed out of my car and then got cold feet.  “No, God.  I don’t want to go in there.  No, 
no.”  Finally through my HEART PERSUASIONS I realized I had to.  I went in, and suffice it to say, 
I found myself on holy ground as this couple gave their little girl into God’s care and 
surrounded this young pastor with their love. 

 I know people in this congregation who have said, “No, I can’t visit that person.  The 
prognosis is bad.  The pain is difficult and death is near.”  They said, “No, no.”  Then, somehow 
they find themselves standing on holy ground, their HEART PERSUASIONS encouraged them to 
move and their deeds say “Yes” as they visit. 

 I know people who have been depressed to the degree that they feel like they are 
swallowing cotton.  They don’t want to get out of the bed and put on their clothes.  They just 
want to curl up and stay hidden.  They keep saying “no,” but finally, they somehow put their 
feet on the floor and they are standing on holy ground, and they begin to move and say “yes” 
to God.  They go and minister to others in kindness and compassion because they know God 
desires them to take action.  Out of their darkness they saw the light—the light of a burning 
bush … HEART PERSUASIONS … those promptings by the Spirit of God WITHIN EACH OF US. 
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 I know people, and you do to, whose loved ones are ill, or have died, and they carry so 
much grief.  It feels like they are always walking upstream in a heavy current, and the mud is 
holding them in such a way that they feel that they can’t go on.  They just keep saying, “No, 
no.”  Yet, somehow they feel the Spirit of God and their HEART PERSUASIONS give them 
strength to persevere.  They let their head fall under the water, but then somehow they come 
up refreshed, renewed, and reinvigorated.  They remember their baptism and they say, “YES” to 
God. 

    
 For the last 15 years, since my brothers’ death, my Mom has said that the only way 
someone can change their view of gays and lesbians is if they have a “heart experience.”  That’s 
what she calls it, a “heart experience.”  Allowing your heart to be open to change by trying to 
understand, accept and know the other person.  And folks, the only way we will ever be able 
to accept those who are different from us, to be able to sit in these pews with those whose 
views may be radically counter to our beliefs … is if WE have a “HEART EXPERIENCE.”  That’s 
what I’m talking about when I say “HEART PERSUASIONS.”  It is the Spirit of God WITHIN EACH OF 
US, nudging, prying, pushing, shoving us to respond with YES in our lives to all God places in our 
path. 

    
 No doubt all of us, at one time or another, have found ourselves kneeling beside Jesus 
in the Garden of Gethsemane on the night before his crucifixion, weeping and praying to 
God, “No Lord.  I don’t want to do this.  Please let there be another way.”  We have said, “No, no, 
no.”  Yet, with Jesus as our mentor and guide, we put our arms around each other and we 
stand up and we know we are on Holy Ground.  We, with Jesus say, “Yes” to God.  “Not my will, 
but THY will be done.” 

 
 This day, hear a celebrative word of HOPE.  We, of course have been those who have 
said “No, no, no, I won’t do it.”  Yet, in the final analysis, because of our HEART PERSUASIONS we 
have said “YES” and our DEEDS have reflected our FAITH. 

 This is the Good News of the Gospel.  It’s not so much where we start out that matters; it’s 
where we END UP.   

 Maybe you said, “No” to God even this morning, but when your feet hit the floor you 
knew you were on Holy Ground and you said, “YES.”  And that is why you’re here.  Can you 
wiggle your toes?  Can you feel your feet in your shoes?  Let me assure you, by the grace of God, 
we are standing on HOLY GROUND.   

 
 This sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is on FIRE with passion ... “Any old bush will do.” 
 You have said, “Yes.”  And you are here.  Praise God.   
 And as Paul suggested in Romans 14:3 last week: The liberals in no way should look 
down on the conservatives, and likewise the conservatives should not pass judgment on the 
liberals, after all, God has welcomed everybody to the table.  
 For we are standing on HOLY GROUND. 

Amen and Amen. 


