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COME HEAR 
1 Samuel 3: 1-10 

 
 

I Samuel 3:1-10 
1 Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD was rare in 
those days; visions were not widespread.2 At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim 
so that he could not see, was lying down in his room;3 the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and 
Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was.4 Then the LORD 
called, "Samuel! Samuel!" and he said, "Here I am!"5 and ran to Eli, and said, "Here I am, for you 
called me." But he said, "I did not call; lie down again." So he went and lay down.6 The LORD called 
again, "Samuel!" Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, "Here I am, for you called me." But he 
said, "I did not call, my son; lie down again." 7 Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the 
word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 
8 The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, "Here I am, 
for you called me." Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy.9 Therefore Eli said to 
Samuel, "Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, 'Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.'" 
So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 10 Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as 
before, "Samuel! Samuel!" And Samuel said, "Speak, for your servant is listening." 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Have you lived this text? Have you ever been a part of this story?  Where you think 
maybe you’re supposed to be doing something so you naturally go and ask somebody, 
presumably more knowledgeable, what to do? 
 

I do this all the time.  
 

I want Terry or the Griffins to help me make the final decision on where the youth will 
do mission this summer.  
 

I ask my sister and my mother to come visit so that they can decorate my house.  I call 
a friend to direct me when I have conflict somewhere in my personal relationships.  I’m very 
good at following instructions and I seek them out constantly.  

 
Don’t you? 

 
But what about the instructions that don’t come from outside of us?  What about the 

instructions that come from within?  The God-voice, seeking to come alive in us? 
 

The voice of God.  It is not so easy to hear.  It has to work SO HARD to get to us.  Look 
at Samuel – he is not listening for God’s voice.  He’s been listening for the priest Eli, in whose 
temple he serves. 
 



Where is God’s voice in our day?  In our lives?  In your life?  And how will you know it 
when it calls? 
 

Samuel was an early kind of prophet.  Prophets are abundant in the Old Testament.  
They often served as intermediaries between the sacred and the secular.  As mouthpieces for 
God to his people.  We hear in the scripture today God calling Samuel into the life that he will 
lead.  He will go on the judge to Israelites who are behaving badly. 
 

The stories surrounding God’s call to the various prophets are always significant.  They 
are an important aspect of the preserved word handed down to us.  Call stories lend 
credibility to the prophet.  For, one must know that God called a person to know that they 
speak for God. 
 

Just think about the call stories which may sound familiar to you:  A seraph, an angel, 
touches Isaiah’s lips with a hot coal and God asks “Whom shall I send?” 

 
-Moses sees a burning bush which draws him out to begin a famous conversation and 
liberation. 
 
-Ezekiel – four creatures with four faces and four wings each and I can’t quite figure out how 
many hands, riding on wheels of fire under a bright dome whose voice told him to eat a scroll 
full of lamentations, which he did, so that then he could, literally?, be the mouthpiece of God. 
 
-Jeremiah was just a boy. 
 
-Jonah was so dense and fearful God had to go so far as to get him regurgitated by a very 
large fish! 
 

Call stories are not always exact biography, but often the call story reflects ideas 
important to the work that the prophet will do.1  
 

For Samuel, perhaps, with all the getting up and lying down the important idea is 
being awake to God’s voice.  Listening for God’s word in a time when the religious leaders 
(Eli’s sons – “scoundrels who had no regard for the Lord.”2) are not listening well.   
 

The word of God has to work pretty hard sometimes to reach us.  It just kept calling in 
Samuel’s case, Until Eli realized something was going on. 

 
We have to be awake.  Kind of aware and ready.  Eyes open, ears open to what God 

may be doing. 
 

We have to be ready to listen.  And then, we have to be willing to get up, 
Get out of bed and attempt to answer the call. 
                                                 
1 Petersen, David. The Prophetic Literature. Westminster John Know Press, Lousville, KY, 2002. pg. 20. 
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As intermediaries for God, prophets were often tasked with upholding the covenant 

between God and God’s people, calling the people back into the covenant3.  (You remember 
that covenant, “I will be your God and you will be my people,” “You shall worship no other 
gods before me.”) 
 

But in Christ we live under a new covenant.  Some of you may have heard me say 
something about this during communion. 

 
For while you may be used to hearing “this is the body of Christ, this is the blood of 

Christ,” I often instead say, “this is the bread of life” and “this is the cup of the new covenant.” 
Different words that may have thrown you off for a second. 
 

But in Christ, there is a new covenant. Christ’s blood shed for us represents a covenant 
of grace.  And if we live under the new covenant, And God wants to live with and in and 
through us, then we are to be prophets of the new covenant.  

 
Our prophetic voices will be used to uphold that covenant of grace, to hold it out, 

even, to those who might seem to be on the margins of our society, to whom grace has not 
been extended by the sometimes cruel world. 
 

Are you awake?  Are you listening? 
 
For God’s call may be working hard for you to hear it.  What would it sound like? What 

might it look like? 
 

For many of us, it looks less like a chariot of fire or a giant fish.  Sounds less like a 
booming voice calling out.  Sounds more like a whisper.  Looks more like a NUDGE. 

 
Are you listening?  The nudge is about listening closely to your life.  
 
Parker Palmer, Quaker teacher and activist, has written eloquently about the nudge.  

That thing which brings us closer to our true selves, our vocation, our calling in the world.  
What we are supposed to be doing. “Let Your Life Speak.” He says. “Before you tell your life 
what you intend to do with it, listen to what it intends to do with you.” God’s life wants to live 
in you, a life that intends for you.  Can you recognize it? 
 

Some examples: 
- Javier, Jim’s story of the annoying Javier at the airport and how he helped him decide to 
adopt. 
- drawn and drawn to the idea of a Mexico trip. 
-Milk money for Sanctuary on 8th. 
 

                                                 
3 Petersen, pg. 36. 
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Maybe the nudge is the world that you live in…Diane Nash, a college student in 
Nashville in 1959. She noticed the injustice. And her ears were open to what was going on in 
the world around her. When she caught wind of four young men who had started lunch 
counter sit-ins she organized to get them going in Nashville. She listened to the momentum 
of the movement and says about that time, “I remember realizing that with what we were 
doing, trying to abolish segregation, we were coming up against governors of seven states, 
judges, politicians, businessmen, and I remember thinking ‘I’m only 22 years old. What do I 
know? What am I doing?’ I felt very vulnerable. So when we heard that other cities had 
demonstrations, it really helped, because there were more of us. And I think we started 
feeling the power of an idea whose time had come.  The movement had a way of reaching 
inside me and bringing out things that I never knew were there.”4 

 
She was ready to respond…. 
 
The inauguration – perhaps it will call you to some role in civic life.  Maybe that is 

enough for you to believe that you can do something. 
 

What your pastors want to see, more than a full offering plate or a balanced budget, 
more than a membership count, more than each pew crowded to overflowing…is you 
listening for your call. 

 
God wants to live with and in and through you.  All you have to do is wake up, arouse 

the voice that is already within you. 
 
Listen to the voices around you, which might be pointing the way.  Let the God-voice 

come alive in you. 
 

 “Speak Lord, for your servant is listening.” 
 

Amen and Amen. 

 
4 Williams, Juan. Eyes on the Prize: America’s Civil Rights Years. Penguin Books. 1987. Pg. 131. 


