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Sabbath Connections: Restore 

John 12:20-33 
                         

 

20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21They 
came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, "Sir, we wish to see Jesus." 
22Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 

23Jesus answered them, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very 
truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; 
but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life 
in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, 
there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 

27"Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say--' Father, save me from this hour'? 
No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name." Then a voice 
came from heaven, "I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again." 

29The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, "An angel 
has spoken to him."  

30Jesus answered, "This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the 
judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted 
up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate the kind of death he 
was to die. 
                          ____  
 
Our Lenten theme, Sabbath Connections, continues this week. 
We’ve been studying Sabbath in preparation for Terry’s sabbatical. 
He has touched on 3 of the 4 goals of his sabbatical plan – REST, RECONNECT, REFOCUS, 
And now I get to talk today about RESTORE. 
And I’m glad I get to preach in this series, because it’s really not all about Terry. 
It’s about all of us and our need for the change of pace that Sabbath provides. 
And the hope is that we all might deepen our relationship with God through this practice. 
 
And now, 
The hour has come. 
The critical moment. 
The dark time. 
The sad foreboding story. 
After his entrance to Jerusalem.  
Days until his persecution and death. 
 
And that is where we are as well. 
Nearing the end of Lent. 
This time of self-examination, 
Of recognizing our sins and our mortality. 
Of fasting from chocolate or soda or Facebook 



Or whatever it is we may have given up in an attempt to put God first. 
But what we really know, beyond the cravings, 
Beyond the wilderness, 
Is that it is all pointing to the cross. 
 
All of this searching 
All of this connecting 
Leads us to the cross. 
To the saddest, most confusing, most violent end. 
(Or, shall we say, beginning?) 
 
In our passage today Jesus is well aware of the time. 
He knows what is to come 
His soul is troubled, and yet he continues. 
 
Some Greeks and crowds of others are seeking him out,  
What a chance to spread the Word! 
But it is no longer time for healing or parables. 
At this hour, John’s Jesus cuts straight to the heart of the gospel. 
 
He points straight to death. 
 
“Very truly I tell you” 
“Very truly I tell you” 
“Unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies,  
it remains just a single grain, 
But if it dies, it bears much fruit.” 
 
Grains of wheat must in a sense die to what they are  
if they are not to remain as they are.  
 
And Jesus himself will die in the coming days 
He will not remain as he is. 
 
And so human individuals must in a sense die to our love for our own lives. 
If we are to become something new. 
 
And it’s stunning really, how Jesus accepts his fate, 
How he even embraces it. 
Surely, he is distressed. 
“Now my soul is troubled.” He says. 
And we know his prayer in Gethsemane about removing this cup. 
But still, he accepts it. 
He does what he can to love his disciples,  
to explain what will happen,  
to help them go on. 
But he does not fight it. 
“It is for this reason that I have come to this hour.” 



It is for God’s glory. 
It is the ultimate surrender. 
 
So Jesus faces the cross head-on. 
An act of self-emptying, by God, is what is to come. 
Self-emptying as ultimate love. 
Surrender to God’s yes. 
Jesus’ surrender. 
Our surrender. 
Reliance upon God, to the glory of God. 
 
It is hard to grasp, this death that leads to life. 
This child born that he might die, 
That all the world might know God’s love. 
That all the world might surrender to God’s glory. 
 
And so it is that we come to our Sabbath day. 
In Sabbath we surrender our control. 
We surrender our lives for a little time away. 
We surrender OUR way. 
 
“Unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies,  
it remains just a single grain, 
But if it dies, it bears much fruit.” 
 
“Those who love their life lose it,  
and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life.” 
 
We’ve heard this before,  
other Gospel’s use language of saving or losing our lives. 
John’s Gospel uses language of loving and hating our lives. 
 
Loving and hating our lives in this world. 
This world. 
This world that is God’s world but is not quite yet God’s kingdom. 
Those who love their life in this world lose it. 
In this world. 
 
Commentator Charles Campbell says the Greek word for this world, kosmos, 
Could be translated as “the System.” 
“a superhuman reality, concretely embodied in structures and institutions, that aggressively 
shapes human life and seeks to hold human beings captive to its ways.”1 
It’s a system whose ways are domination, violence and death. 
Those who love their lives in this world, this system, 
Love power and control and revenge. 
They believe in their money, their status, their stuff, 

                                                        
1 Campbell, Charles, in Feasting on the Word, Year B, Volume 2. 



And they spend their time striving to maintain those things. 
 
Those who hate their life in this world question and reject that system of power and stuff, of 
violence and death. 
 
Just this week – The Hunger Games –  
a wildly popular movie came out, 
Based on a wildly popular book. 
It’s the story of a young woman, Katniss,  
Who is torn between participating in a violent system for her own survival, 
And questioning the very violent basis of that system. 
And that questioning, and her defiance, is what I think, 
More than any little love triangle or competition, 
Is what makes the series so popular. 
Living in the face of a system they know is wrong. 
 
It’s easy to love this world. 
We are trained to operate within the System. 
The system has a power all its own that speaks to our deepest human desires. 
But, as Jesus did, we must break free of that system, even while we live in it. 
As Pilate questions him at trial, Jesus answers, 
“my kingdom is not from this world.” 
God’s kingdom is not from this System. 
 
And so we must look to the cross of Christ 
As a monument that stands in opposition to a system of domination, violence, and death. 
A monument that stands in opposition to a system of power and control, 
A monument that stands in opposition to a system of status and stuff. 
 
If our Sabbath time is about connecting with God, 
It is about disconnecting from the System. 
 
We surrender the idea that things won’t go on without us. 
What if the laundry isn’t done today? 
What if the e-mail isn’t answered today? 
What if the deal isn’t done? 
What if my friends do something without me? 
 
As Terry approaches his Sabbatical time, a long Sabbath rest, 
I know he needs it. 
A change of pace, a time of rest  
to decompress, to revisit, to reflect. 
 
But what he isn’t talking about, 
And what I deeply appreciate, 
Is the total surrender he is making. 
Giving up his control and status in this place. 
He IS the Senior Pastor, you know? 



And he really loves what he does. 
Loves leading worship. 
Loves telling us all, every Sunday, in whatever words he uses, 
The good news of God’s deep love for all of us. 
And who will he be when he is not Senior Pastor? 
When he is worship leader? 
When he is not preacher of the word most Sundays? 
 
And what might we do in his absence? 
What changes might occur? 
And might we learn that we can live without him? 
 
(Terry, we love you, we will miss you) 
but in this surrender, 
what you are doing, and what we are doing, 
is saying that God is in control here. 
And we will know God’s love in your absence. 
And we will know your love even in your absence. 
 
God’s got this. 
 
Terry, in the face of that big cross, 
You face the death of your role, 
Your identity, for a little while. 
 
What I am so excited about is how this death will bring you new life. 
How it may restore for you a life that is not about this world, 
This system of status and control, 
But a life that trusts in God’s complete and utter love 
A life that is free from the tight grip of the System. 
 
This is what I’m excited about for all of us. 
What, in your Sabbath time, must you die to? 
How is it that you love your life in this world too much? 
Is it over-connectedness? 
Put your phone away for a day. 
Is it the idea that if you just had more stuff, you would be happier? 
Don’t shop for anything but food during Terry’s entire Sabbatical. 
Is it a desire to be powerful and better than others? 
Spend some time in service to the poor and powerless. 
 
God’s got this. 
 
“if the grain of what dies, it bears much fruit.” 
 
So may we die that we might live. 
Amen. 


