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IT’S EVANGELISM SUNDAY
IN THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Mark 2:1-12

This is what our denomination has said about evangelism in this year’s Evangelism Sunday 
materials:

Good News. That is the essence of the New Testament’s word for evangelism.
For many the word evangelism is associated with ideas and images of insensitivity,
intrusiveness, judgment, legalism or guilt. We are reminded of programs and
procedures that the world and culture around us have deemed as manipulative,
irrelevant and impersonal. We need a new paradigm, a reclaiming of what evangelism
is: God’s people joyfully and authentically telling and showing others that in and
through Jesus Christ we are forgiven, we are redeemed, we are transformed, we have
purpose and meaning in life, we are sent to authentically love and heal, to serve and
work for justice, to be reconciled and reconcilers, to be stewards of God’s creation. This is
the Good News that the unchurched and dechurched in our communities desperately want
to hear.

I really like that.  The challenge I see in the paragraph is for us to bring ALL of those positive 
things to this world around us ... to the unchurched and the dechurched.  Do you know that word: 
dechurched?  These are the folks who have been in our churches, but didn’t find what they were 
looking for ... and FLED!


Let’s delve a little further into the word evangelism.  
It comes from the New Testament Greek word euangelion, which means: EU – good and 

ANGELION – message (as in the message of the angels).  Simply stated, evangelism is Good news,
good tidings.  It is the word for gospel.  Is there a more central New Testament word than this one?  

Good news, good tidings.  You can’t fake it.  It IS or it ISN’T.  It feels good.  It feels joyful, hopeful.  
Something you’ve been waiting to hear.  Your heart beats faster.  It makes you smile.  How come the
word evangelism today has so little joy and gladness attached to it?


Let’s look at our text for today ... it shows us evangelism in action.

Jesus was preaching in Capernaum, back “home” again, perhaps in Peter’s house (see Mark
1:29).  People were so hungry to hear what he had to say ... it felt like the best news they’d ever
heard ... and so the house was crammed with people!

Four guys arrive hauling their friend, who was paralyzed, on a cot.  They’d heard that Jesus
healed people.  Maybe he could heal their friend.  Here’s another part of that definition of
evangelism: Doing what it takes to get someone into the presence of Jesus, because you believe that in
Jesus there is healing and hope and love.

When they got to the house it was so jam packed with people they couldn’t get their friend
in the door.  They rushed up the outside steps to the roof, tore a hole in the mud and straw ceiling,
and let their friend down through the hole in front of Jesus.  That’s determination.  If this was indeed
Peter’s house he probably muttered to himself: When he said, “Follow me,” I didn’t imagine a “hole in
my roof.”
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As they let him down, the passage says Jesus “saw their faith.”  Saw it.  Sometimes faith is
something we see.  Not faith as a feeling.  Not faith as the recital of a creed.  Rather, FAITH as carrying
a friend to Jesus because you think Jesus can help.  FAITH as tearing a hole in a roof.  FAITH as audacious
action!  

This is the point of that quote I love so much and have used with you numerous times.  St.
Francis said it: “Preach the gospel at all times and when necessary, use words.”

Jesus saw their faith, saw the crippled man and said to him, “Your sins are forgiven.”  
Sometimes forgiveness is what we need the most.  No better good news than that.  

The religious officials present object.  “This is blasphemy!  Who can forgive sins but God alone!”  
But the real issue for them was that they no longer had control over the grace of God.  They thought
they had God’s exclusive franchise on Grace.  Then comes this, Jesus ... giving it away to ANYBODY.  

A character in Philip Pullman’s “Dark Materials” trilogy says, “Every church is the same:
control, destroy, obliterate every good feeling.”  That’s true for way too many churches I’ve known.

Jesus then said to the crippled man ... to show his forgiveness was not just words, but the
power of God:

“Stand up!  Take your mat and go to your home.”

And the man did.  And the crowd was amazed and glorified God, which is what Jesus had in
mind ... the glorifying of God.  They said, “We have never seen anything like this.”


How many ways do we see evangelism at work here?  In Jesus’ teaching and healing.  Yes.  In

the four friends’ actions.  Yes.  In the words, “Your sins are forgiven” and “Stand up and walk.”  Yes.  In
the people glorifying God, praising God.  Yes.  The praise of God is evangelism too, when it’s real
praise.

 Have you ever had a group of friends care so much about you that they got you where you
needed to be to get well?

 Have you ever been that kind of a friend?

   Evangelism is DOING, BEING, TELLING God’s good news in Christ ... in the world.  

To add to what I’ve already shared from our denomination, here’s how I would define it:
Evangelism is an activity by which the good news of God in Jesus Christ is

shared with the world. This activity may take the form of preaching, worship, personal
witness, acts of service in Jesus’ name, social transformation in Jesus’ name, missionary
activity, artistic creations, and more.

That’s a start.  Let the noted theologian, Walter Brueggemann, take it a little further for you.  
He describes evangelism as:

... an activity of transformed consciousness that results in our altered perception of world,
neighbor and self, and our authorization to live differently in that world. The news that God
has triumphed means that a transformed life, that is, one changed by the hearing of the
news, works to bring more and more of life, personal and public, under the rule of this
world-transforming, slave-liberating, covenant-making, promise-keeping, justice-
commanding God.

That’s a glorious mouthful.

Evangelism is about the salvation of God at work in the world.  And let me be clear about 
WHAT Biblical salvation means: It is “making whole” or “healing” (as in the word salve); and it means
“delivering” or “rescuing people” from that which is diminishing or harming them.  It is a “healed
relationship with God” which leads to a “healed relationship with self, others and creation itself.”  
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THIS is the good news of Jesus Christ we share!


Are you familiar with the word curmudgeon?  It is defined as “a crusty, ill-tempered, and usually 
old man.”  I’m going to be a “curmudgeon” here for a minute, because I hate how the word
EVANGELICAL is used today to divide Christians.  I’ve been there, so I know how “evangelical
Christians” describe themselves as those who emphasize: salvation by faith, personal relationship
with God and with Christ, personal conversion, the authority of scripture, and a desire to share the
gospel with the world.  Okay ... so far so good.  The reality is that many of you are here today because
you started right there.

But some use “evangelical” to mean the “real Christians” with the “right beliefs” and the “real
relationship with God.” It’s this attitude that ruins the word.

And many today assume “evangelical” automatically goes with “conservative” as in the
phrase “conservative evangelical.”  It’s as if conservative were evangelical’s first name.  Well, surprise, 
surprise!  There are liberal evangelicals too.

There was a cover article in Time magazine a few years ago (February 7, 2005) which named
“The Twenty-five Most Influential Evangelicals in America.”  The thing that was so striking was how
many of them had a relationship with the White House.  Evangelical USED to mean a relationship with
Jesus ...

Part of the problem with the word evangelism, is that it sometimes telescopes the spiritual
life into one moment in time or into one kind of religious experience ... an emotional response and a
one-time decision to follow Jesus, like at a Billy Graham Crusade.  Billy Graham Crusades have done
enormous good for millions in this nation and all over the world.  It IS in truth, evangelism.  But
evangelism is BROADER than that.

I prefer the word EVANGELIZATION, which stands for the whole process by which a person is
introduced to Jesus Christ, comes to know him, decides to follow him, becomes part of his community
and grows in the Spirit so that he or she BECOMES good news to the world.  And let me tell you, that may
take some time.

It can all start with the baptism of a child ... where we, the church, promise to assist the child 
on their journey to discover faith.  It includes learning to praise God in children’s choirs and in 
Young Disciples.  It include things like our 7th and 8th grade Communicant’s Class, being a part of the 
youth group and going on mission trips.  It is learning to walk the way of Jesus in the world.  I don’t 
know about you, but I’m still learning the good news ... still learning how to share it in the world.


Bottom line: The church is an outpost of the gospel in a world hungry for this good news.
Author, Warren Carr, has written about what he calls “Backdoor Evangelism” or “Evangelism

at the Exits” and suggests that there are many people in this world on their way out of the church.  
They have become disinterested in the church’s narrowness of faith and life, the way the church tells
us to stop thinking and to be quiet; the way it can shut down people’s spirituality; the way it closes its
eyes to the world and shuts certain people out.  The church has often preached a false gospel, a Jesus
scarcely different from our cultural ways, and people are looking for the exits.  

These are the “dechurched” our denomination has identified.  How can we minister to them ... 
find them before they exit through the back door?  There are no easy answers, but we’ve got to give
them a way to believe and to be Christian that is spiritually meaningful to them.  I’m working at it ... 
trying to find new ways of expressing this good news we have been given.  If any of you can help 
me out on this one, I’m open for suggestions.  Maybe a name change would help: “The Church of the
Second Chance.”  Or maybe instead of LPC we could be LSPC ... the “Last Stop Presbyterian Church.”  
I’m kind of partial to: “The Church of The Last Resort.” What we’re talking about here is back-door
evangelism, and this could definitely be one of our callings in Jacksonville.
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But there’s “front-door evangelism” too, and we need to do this better.  I’m talking about 
reaching out to people who have no faith, who have never been introduced to the way of Jesus.  We
won’t do it like First Baptist Church downtown or Celebration Church, but we need to do it, because
we can reach people other churches cannot.

This is joyful stuff.  To see people come to faith.  To be like one of those four friends and bring 
someone to Jesus.  That’s good stuff.  Can we do it?  Can YOU do it?


There’s a wonderful legend about St. Francis, you know, I mentioned him earlier in the 

sermon – my favorite quote.  It seems that one day he informed his brethren that he planned to go 
into the nearby village on a preaching mission.  He invited a novice to go along.  On their way, they 
passed an injured man and Francis promptly stopped, saw to the poor fellow’s needs and arranged 
medical care for him. They went on and soon passed a homeless man who was near starvation. 
Again, Francis stopped his journey and ministered to the hungry, homeless man. So it went, 
through the day: people in need, Francis lovingly caring for them as best he could until the sun was low 
in the sky. He told his novice friend it was time for them to return, now, to the monastery for 
evening prayers.  But the young man said, “Father, you said we were coming to town to preach to 
the people.” Francis smiled. Then he said, “My friend, that’s what we’ve been doing all day.”

That, my friends, is evangelism at its most faithful. Ministry to people in their need.  Not 
worrying about numerical growth, or adding to one’s own conversion record, or winning acclaim 
within the denomination. Evangelism is sharing the love of God in concrete form among all of God’s 
people.

So ... Can YOU do it?  Can WE do it?  There are a lot of ways to DO the good news.  There are a
lot of places inside us where it needs to go.  And there are a lot of places in the world aching to hear it.

How shall you live your days?  Letting all the bad news of the world dominate your life?  Or
letting the good news, the EUANGELION, fill every crevice and every ocean cave?

The prophets had this dream: That the word of God would cover the Earth as the waters that
cover the seas.  That the praise of God would fill all creation.  What a dream!  May God dream it in
you!

Amen and Amen.


