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BELIEFS MATTER 
Jeremiah 1:4-10 & Luke 4:21-30 

 
 Beliefs Matter.  Can we all agree upon that?  WHAT you believe about something makes a 
difference in how you live your life.   
 Beliefs Matter.  How often do you take an inventory of what you believe about our God?  I 
don’t know about you, but some of what I believe changes ... and often.  It may be the result of an 
experience in my life.  It may be the result of a book I’ve read, a piece of art I see, a song I hear, a 
person I respect.  As a result, there’s a tweaking of my sense of who God is and my call ... how I live 
my life ... how I do my job ... changes. 
 Bottom line ... Beliefs Matter. 
 What do you believe about God?  Who is Jesus in your mind and heart?  How is that 
impacting your life today and everyday? 

 
 The grand American poet, Robert Frost, always placed at the first of the collections of his 
poetry his favorite poem.  In his collection entitled: North of Boston, you’ll find listed first The Pasture.  
It’s my favorite of the collection, too.  Listen to its words: 

I’m going out to clean the pasture spring; 
I’ll only stop to rake the leaves away 
(And wait to watch the water clear, I may): 
I shan’t be gone long – You come too. 

I’m going out to fetch the little calf 
That’s standing by the mother.  It’s so young, 
It totters when she licks it with her tongue. 
I shan’t be gone long – You come too. 

 In 1931 at Amherst College, Robert Frost gave a classic lecture on metaphors as the basis of 
thinking entitled Education by Poetry.  In the lecture Frost spoke of Four Beliefs: SELF belief, LOVE 
belief, ART belief and GOD belief.  In this brief poem I feel all those “beliefs” moving through me.  I 
see a sense of ‘self’ as I am walking through the pastures just beyond my home as I was growing up 
... moving toward a spring-fed well with clear pure water ... I feel all of my ‘selfness’.  There is a sense 
of love I feel while reading the poem, because someone is invited to go with me.  There is art ... the 
art of picturing life through words with a new perspective.  There is an appreciation for God ... the 
God who created and gives the opportunity for the journey.   
 So this morning, let me say:  
  “I shan’t be gone long – You come too.” 

 
 The two passages of Scripture I’ve chosen for today help us along our journey toward self 
discovery ... what we believe.  First God speaking to Jeremiah, explaining Jeremiah’s role ... his call in 
Israel’s history ... but first making it very clear that God is his creator:  
 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 
  and before you were born I consecrated you; 
  I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” (Jeremiah 1:5) 
 Beliefs Matter.  As you move through this book of the prophet, you see just how his belief 
affected his life and the lives of those around Jeremiah. 
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 Our second passage is a familiar one.  Jesus has returned to his hometown and in the 
synagogue had just finished his wonderful declaration of purpose: 
 18‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
  because he has anointed me 
  to bring good news to the poor. 
   He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
  and recovery of sight to the blind, 
  to let the oppressed go free,  
      19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’ 
 Beliefs Matter.  And it becomes very apparent that some of those in his hearing were not 
going to exactly go along with what Jesus is saying.  Someone was overheard saying: “Is this not 
Joseph’s son?”  Jesus counters with, “Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s home 
town...” 

    
 When I first started telling some of my friends in St. Clairsville that I was headed back to 
college and then on to seminary to become a minister, I got all kinds of reactions from, “Yeah, right” 
to out-right laughing in my face.  I even had a cousin tell me that I’d never make it through college, 
let alone go on to graduate school.  Hey, I was the son of a “carpeter” ... yes, dad installed carpet and 
that was what I was going to be as well. 
 Jesus says, “Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in his home town...”   
 And so they run him out of town. 
 Beliefs Matter.   

 In another town, in the north-east section of Israel, Caesarea Philippi, Jesus is walking with 
his disciples.  The city itself was popular for its coolness because of its higher elevation.  It was a very 
Roman secular city.  There were idols and heads of providences, Greek gods of all kinds.  As Jesus 
walks with his disciples observing the culture, surrounded by merchants and vacationers, in the 
midst of the crowds he asks, “Who do people say that I am?” 
 Beliefs Matter.   

 
 With Frost’s Four Beliefs and his poem, The Pasture as a backdrop, this morning I would like 
for us to visit the pasture spring and feel that Jesus is inviting us to come along.  Rather than being 
in Jesus’ hometown or caught up in the hubbub of Caesarea Philippi, we have found a quiet, grassy 
spot where there is a spring with water flowing toward the valley.  In the midst of the quietness of 
the day, with tenderness Jesus places his hand on your shoulder, looks in your eyes and into your 
heart and says, “What about you?  Who do you say that I am?”   

 First Frost’s SELF BELIEF 
 You have heard the statement: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  Implied is the reality of 
loving one’s self before you can love a neighbor.  Before you can give yourself away in love, you 
must have a belief of self.   
 Beliefs Matter.  If you believe in life insurance you buy it.  If you believe in seat belts you wear 
them.  If you believe in investments you invest.  If you believe in exercise you exercise.  But the 
question might be asked, “From where does your self belief come?”   

    
 On Thursday in chapel with the preschool, somehow we got started singing Mr. Rogers’ 
song, “It’s a Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood.”  Fred Rogers was a Presbyterian minister who gave 
a vital ministry to children all across this country.  You could feel the presence of God in that show 
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even though Mr. Rogers never said anything about his beliefs.  He clearly gave affirmations to many.  
One of his favorite “Neighborhood” songs is filled with such affirmation: 

It’s you I like! It’s not the things you wear, 
It’s not the way you do your hair, But it’s you I like! 
The way you are right now–The way down deep inside you– 
Not the things that hide you, But it’s you I like! 
Every part of you–Your skin, your eyes, your feelings, 
Whether old or new–I hope you’ll remember... 
Even when you’re feeling blue–That it’s you I like! 
It’s you, yourself, It’s you...It’s you I like!! 

 You are sitting there at the pasture spring, Jesus is looking at you and says, “Well, what about 
you?  Who gives you your self belief?  Do you believe it’s you I like?”   
 Beliefs Matter. 

 
 Now Frost’s LOVE BELIEF 
 Love is talked about so easily and glibly nowadays that it’s hard to get to the very essence of 
where love originates.  We say it rather easily, don’t we, that God is love.  We love because he first 
loved us.  Yet, if we’re pressed, often within our minds eye there is this thought that, somehow, 
we’re superior and others are inferior.  Somehow, God loves us more and loves others less.   
 Is there a limit to God’s love?  It is a big step to realize that God’s love, its abundance, is ALL 
INCLUSIVE and that love is NOT given so that we’ll know who is superior and who’s inferior.  Love is 
given so that ALL relationships can be enhanced.  And when love is shared it grows and multiplies to the 
glory of God.   

    
 Gary Demarest, now retired for several years was my mentor and pastor when I was in 
seminary.  Gary was the head of staff at the La Canada Presbyterian Church for a number of years 
and then moved on to be the Director of Evangelism for our denomination in Louisville.  While 
serving our denomination, he was asked by the 213th General Assembly (2001) to co-chair the 
Theological Taskforce on the Peace, Unity and Purity of the Church which was mandated to address 
issues of contention facing the Presbyterian Church.  One of the more honest and profound 
statements I have ever heard came from Gary shortly after he began the work of the Taskforce.  This 
is what he said:  

 “I Confess that I was raised in such a way that it is hard for me to believe that I 
can be taught anything of value by someone from another culture. I’m aware of how 
little I’ve heard that kind of honesty in my whole journey...it’s hard for me to accept 
that I can learn anything from Navajo culture...I’ve got to hear this more and, for God’s 
sake, listen to it more! If I can’t do that then I am out of touch with my God.”   

 Gary then went on to admit:  
 “I tend to expect Hispanics, Native Americans and others from cultures alien to 
my own to just become like me. However, I am now becoming aware that we can, and 
must, learn from people who, all of our lives we’ve been told are inferior.”   

 So, Jesus touches our shoulder and in kindness asks, “What about you?  Do you believe my 
love can come from those you have called inferior?” 
 Beliefs Matter. 

 
 ART BELIEF 
 My minor at Ohio University was in Fine Arts.  I studied classical music and the Beatles, all 
genres of painting, photography, church architecture.  What that did for me was to give me an 
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appreciation for art that invites us to look at the world from a new perspective and through other 
eyes, other hearts and other experiences.  It’s fun to walk down the hall here at Lakewood, and see 
the artwork displayed on the wall that the preschool kids have created.  And Ali Baker Smith ... the 
murals on the walls of the classrooms and outside in the playground ... what wonderful creative 
expressions these are for our church and kids!  With Rodney and the talent he brings to our church 
family, we get such a wide variety of music styles.  And he brings out the best in some of you as 
well.  Musicians and singers young and old ... what a gift you bring to us!  I’ve never been in a church 
where so many participate through the gift of song.  I see your art, I enjoy your talent and it invites 
new perspectives and new vistas of hope and challenge.   
 The church has had some dark points in its history where it has “driven artists out”.  One 
such case was the astronomer and scientist, Galileo, who in the 17th century was tried as a heretic.  
He wasn’t exonerated by the Catholic Church until 1992!  In other words, if you don’t think as we 
think, talk as we talk, say the exact words we expect you to say, then we will NOT entertain your art 
and your creativity within the walls of the church.  As you know, there were times when color and 
pageantry were ripped from the church.  Times when music and voices were stilled.  And some 
argued for silence except for one voice speaking on behalf of God.   

 In a church I served, one of the more creative musicians in the church said that his wife had 
had some new ideas about creative education, but her ideas were shunned and that was one of the 
major reasons she wasn’t worshiping with us on any regular basis. 
 God works through artists to help us view the world in a new perspective while always 
realizing the creative genius of our God is the source of color and laughter and life. 

 Salvador Dali was a wild and crazy guy.  When I look at his painting of the Last Supper I see a 
whole new perspective of the Last Supper.  Christ at the table, his arms outspread.  As you look 
through his body and realize that he is on a cross.  It’s a whole new perspective.   

 And so our Lord touches us on the shoulder and says, “What about you?  Can you see my life 
flowing through art and creativity?” 
 Beliefs Matter. 

 
 Finally, Frost’s GOD BELIEF 
 Throughout the Scriptures the whole concept of covenant is dominant ... God making a 
covenant with God’s people ... God asking us to be co-creators ... God gifting us with talents and 
abilities.  God is asking us to use our gifts so that God’s kingdom may come on earth as it is in 
heaven.  The last directive to Jeremiah, in our passage today was “to build and to plant.”  Clearly a 
call to us all to be co-creators with God! 

 L. Gregory Jones, professor of theology and dean of Duke Divinity School, wrote an article 
entitled Wanting Our Kids to Be Happy, and I quote: 

 Children inevitably benefit and suffer from the character of their parents lives. 
The real question is whether they suffer for causes and convictions worthy of that 
suffering. As we ask that question, we might realize that the often-heard phrase, “I just 
want my kids to be happy,” masks what we really should want for our children. What if, 
instead of saying, “I just want my kids to be happy,” we said, “I just want my children to 
be faithful”? 

 Faithfulness speaks about working alongside our God, giving our gifts and our talents into 
God’s care, using the guidance of Scripture to move us to be co-creators with the God in whom we 
believe.  In faithfulness we always see, in new ways, the grandeur of God.   

 So the God we know in Christ, tenderly and lovingly, puts his hand on our shoulder and says, 
“What about you?  Do you believe we can work together as co-creators?” 
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 Beliefs Matter. 
 

 Remember, God formed you in the womb ... knew you, and before you were born; 
consecrated you; appointed you ... to be co-creators.   

 Is Jesus just a carpenter’s son, the son of Joseph?   
 Beliefs Matter. 
 Regardless ... he is there, standing beside you, reaching his hand out to your shoulder, 
and, in tenderness, he says, “What about you?  Who do YOU say that I am?”   

 “I’m going out to clean the pasture spring; 
  I shan’t be gone long.—You come too!!” 

Amen and Amen. 


