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EXTRAVAGANT GENEROSITY: THE HEART OF GIVING
EKG: MINISTRY FLOWS FROM THE HEART

1 Timothy 6:11-19

A survey completed by our denomination at the end of 2010, reports that the income in 
three of every five congregations has declined in the wake of the economic crisis that began in late 
2007.  It went on to say that the majority of PC(USA) congregations have felt the impact of the 
economic crisis in the form of less money available from investments and savings accounts, less 
money available for mission and benevolence, more requests for cash assistance, more unemployment
among church members, a staff salary reduction or a salary freeze, and challenges for capital 
campaigns and building programs.  In the spring of 2011, 24% of Presbyterian ministers described
their congregations financial situation as “serious” and 47% described it as “tight, but we manage.”  
The latter is where we find ourselves, but if our current trend continues ... we may be moving into the 
former.

No, I’m not being an alarmist ... I am being a realist.  

Thanks to special gifts we have received in the last couple of years, we’ve been able to 
maintain our programming and our mission giving, albeit at a very reduced level ... “tight, but we 
manage.”  Our staff has not received a raise in three years ... And yes, we all are very thankful for our 
jobs .. “tight, but we manage.”  

At the completion of our nearly four year Capital Campaign and Building Program, we find 
ourselves with some wonderful improvements to our buildings and with no debt to repay ... which 
was very intentional from the get go.  Sure, we had to cut back drastically on what we had dreamed 
of doing, but the end result is a campus restructuring that is both very functional and one that has 
met the goals we had determined.

But here’s the question: We have a great location and great facilities to do mission and ministry 
right here where God has placed us, but will we have the money necessary to continue that high 
quality of mission and ministry we are accustomed to, or will there be additional cuts ... to 
programming, to missions and yes, even to staff? 

Oh gosh, I said that word, didn’t I?  Money.  And why shouldn’t i?  Did you know that Jesus 
talked more about money that he did heaven and hell combined?  11 of his 39 parables talk in some 
way about money.  And if you were to look at the entirety of Luke’s Gospel, almost 1 of every 7
verses refers to money is some way.  The only single subject Jesus talks about more than money is 
the Kingdom of God.  Not prayer, not sin, not even love.


As I mentioned in my newsletter article in October, once in a great while, something comes 

along and unexpectedly captures our minds and hearts.  That has been my experience in planning 
for our special church wide stewardship emphasis called EXTRAVAGANT GENEROSITY: The Heart of 
Giving. As I previewed the materials, I was intrigued by the objective of the program which is, 
overtime, to change the culture in our church from “fundraising” to “generosity” as a core value of 
discipleship.  


I invited the Bible study group on Thursday morning to help me with the sermon.  I asked 

them to explain how they understood the difference between “stewardship” and “generosity”.  It was 
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an interesting discussion to say the least.  They thought that in the church, fundraising is typically 
associated with the fall stewardship program ... when that was stated there were a few “Boo-hisses”
from the group.  And we all agreed that you have to include your time, talents and money in this 
“antiquated” (as someone stated) approach to stewardship.  Stewardship implies 
“duty/responsibility” they said.  However, they said that “generosity” is a characteristic ... a gift of the 
Spirit.  Generosity moves beyond all those old feelings associated with stewardship to a feeling that 
comes from the heart.  [I didn’t even have to bait them for that one.]  They concluded by saying that 
generosity was a by product of your love for Jesus and your love for your church.

And so, today marks the first Sunday of our journey on a quest to discovery this concept of 
“Generosity”.  Sure, we’ll be talking about money, can’t help but do that, it is the “stewardship” season
after all.  But our ultimate goal is to explore and celebrate matters of our hearts.


As we begin the journey toward Extravagant Generosity together, let’s start with a check-up.  

Find your heartbeat (demonstrate how to find your pulse).  Did everyone find a pulse?  If we 
checked our spiritual pulse, what would we find?  Over these next few weeks, we’re going to find 
some ways to do just that ... check our spiritual health.  

To help us get started today, let’s take a look at our passage and consider how Paul begins 
to address the subject of spiritual health.  Find your insert and turn to the passage on the back.  
Let’s all read in unison again verses 17-19:

17As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be 
haughty, or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who 
richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 18They are to do good, to be 
rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, 19thus storing up for themselves the 
treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of the life that 
really is life.

We all know that this idea of “richness” can be looked at in a lot of different ways.  Rich in 
friendship.  Rich in love.  Rich in beauty.  Rich in Spirit.  But Paul is clearly talking about wealth.  And 
the truth is that we in the United States are materially blessed when compared with 90% of the rest 
of the world’s population.  Sure, some of us may have made lifestyle choices that do not leave very 
much margin financially, but the fact is, by most standards, we are extremely well off.  It often seems 
that the more we have, the more we worry about keeping what we have and about getting more.  
When that is the focus of our thoughts, expressing faith in God is definitely more of a challenge.

And so, Paul’s remedy for that is very clear.  He tells us not to put our “hopes on the 
uncertainty of riches” ... but to put our faith in God.  And when we do that, he also suggests that we 
do good things; that we should be rich in good deeds; and that we be generous ... ready and willing 
to share.  


William Barclay, in his commentary on 1 Timothy 6:17-19, suggests a couple of things in 

response to Paul’s thoughts.  Barclay says (and please, overlook his archaic way of expressing his 
thoughts.  He wrote this clear back in 1956 before “inclusive language” was even a concept)  He
says:

Nothing in this world gives any man the right to look down on another, least of 
all the possession of wealth. They must not set their hopes on wealth. In the chances
and changes of life a man may be wealthy today and a pauper tomorrow; and it is folly 
to set one’s hopes on what can so easily be lost. (Page 137)

It was written in 1956, but has that not been oh so true in the last several years?  Barclay 
concludes his commentary of these verses with this:
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The teaching of the Christian ethic is, not that wealth is a sin, but that it is a very 
great responsibility. If a man’s wealth ministers to nothing but his own pride and 
enriches no one but himself, it becomes his ruination, because it impoverishes his soul. 
But if he uses it to bring help and comfort to others, in becoming poorer, he really 
becomes richer. In time and in eternity “it is more blessed to give that to receive.” (Page 
138)

Why should we give?  Why should we be generous?  Well, Paul is pretty clear here as well: “So that 
they may take hold of the life that really is life.”


There’s a story told about a Texan who, after a lifetime of frustrated striving finally struck it 

rich in oil.  The first thing he did was go to Dallas and buy himself his dream outfit ... boots, spurs, a 
10 gallon hat, and all the trimmings ... including a massive Cadillac with a set of Texas Longhorn steer 
horns mounted right on the front end.  

Well, no sooner had he arrived home, however, than he had a heart attack and died.  His 
wife, conscious of his new found pride and joy, decided that the only appropriate thing to do was 
to bury him with his new finery.  So, a huge concrete vault was prepared and a large crane put into 
place.  With his hat, his boots, and new togs on ... the body was placed behind the wheel of the 
Cadillac.  As the crane lifted the car and began lowering it into the vault one of the man’s buddies 
nudged another standing close by and said “Man, that’s livin’.”

I am afraid that many people think that way ... They think that life is all about living 
affluently, about having all the latest electronic gadgets, a 4 wheel drive, a cottage at the lake, and a 
nice funeral when you go.

But that isn’t living my friends ... that’s dying.

Andrew Carnegie, who amassed a fortune of over 400 million dollars ended up giving 99.5% 
of it away.  He said this about it: “The man who dies rich, dies disgraced.”

I think Paul makes it rather clear for us, and again, he is talking about us: “18They are to do 
good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, 19thus storing up for themselves the 
treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of the life that really is life.”  


I hope you had the opportunity to read the devotion I sent through email this last week.  

There are hard copies out in the Narthex if you didn’t.  Robert Schnase, in his daily devotional 
Practicing Extravagant Generosity: Daily Readings on the Grace of Giving has some wonderful insight 
into this whole theme of Extravagant Generosity.

In the Tuesday reading for Week One, Schnase recalls one spring when he saw various birds 
preparing to build their nests.  He writes:

The notion of building nests is often used as a metaphor to describe people 
successfully providing for their own comforts. If someone arrives at a career position of 
some ease and security, friends say, “You’ve built yourself quite a nest for yourself 
here!” . . . The word nest often connotes shelter, coziness, homelike, comfortable.

In actual fact, the nests which birds build are not for the birds who build them, 
but for their young, for the next generation, for the future of the species. The hours of 
carrying straw, sticks, and mud; the days of defensive watchfulness; and the weeks of 
endless feeding are all for the benefit of the new ones, the young, the future.

Now consider “nests” we build in our churches. The buildings, programs, 
ministries, job descriptions, and services we build—are they for our own comfort and 
coziness? Or are they to further the faith and provide for future generations? Does our 
giving serve us and our needs or serve God by serving the mission of the church to 
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reach new people? Vibrant, fruitful congregations focus as much energy, prayer, and 
planning on those who are outside the congregation as they do on those who are 
already active in the congregation. (pp. 14–15)


I think we have a great church ... a loving family of God, and so, I want us to take a few 

minutes to do something ... something out of the ordinary.  However, Katie and the youth broke the 
ice for us a few weeks ago.  For the next three Sundays we’re going to be experiencing “interactive” 
sermons ... where we actually share some things during the sermon time.  It’s a way for us to check 
our “spiritual pulse” through a heart report.  Inside the Worship Supplement you’ll find two 
questions: One for the adults and the other for the youth.  I want us to take a couple of minutes to 
talk with a few people around you and write some of your answers on the sheet.  Go ahead and do 
it now.

Adult Question: What are the things I love about my church?
Youth Question: What are the things I love about my youth group?

Now have people share some of their answers.....

There is much to love about our church, and we don’t celebrate those things enough.  I 
invite you to join in this time of celebration in the next few weeks.  You’ll be receiving another 
devotional this week and included in the devotional will be another chance for you to check your 
“Spiritual Pulse” through a “Heart Report” where I’ll be inviting you to identifying a person in the 
church who has made a contribution to your spiritual growth.  Come next week prepared to share
and to celebrate. 

Amen and Amen.


